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Massive international lineup
for 2023 Summer concert

Thousands of concertgoers enjoy a previous Whitianga Summer Concert.
The team at Greenstone Entertainment are
super-excited that the Summer Concert Tour
is back for 2023, announcing a huge lineup of
international acts who will be taking centre
stage in February next year. Four fantastic
international acts will star at the Whitianga
Summer Concert 5, Whitianga Waterways
Arena - on Sunday 5 February, Waitangi
Weekend 2023. They are ZZ Top, Pat Benatar
& Neil Giraldo, Stone Temple Pilots and
The Angels. (Also performing at Gibbston
Valley Winery, Queenstown and Taupo
Amphitheatre, Taupo, Summer Concerts).
There’s been huge anticipation on who

will be performing next year, so it’s time to
get back to some great live Rock and Roll
following the Summer Concert Tour having
to take a break in 2022.
It’ll be 35 years since ZZ TOP played their
epic New Zealand show where they performed
to a reported crowd of over 80,000 at Western
Springs in 1987. These Texan Rock and
Roll Hall of Famer’s are synonymous with
beards, hot rod cars and spinning guitars. ZZ
Top are famous for their mix of rock, blues,
and boogie, with hugely popular albums
such as Eliminator and Afterburner, which
between them spent over two years on the NZ

Charts, along with having produced instantly
recognisable hits such as Sharp Dressed Man,
Gimme All Your Lovin’, Legs and La Grange.
Of this week’s announcement, Greenstone
Entertainment CEO, Amanda Calvert
comments:
“It’s been a tough couple of years for
everyone, and we can’t wait to play our small
part in bringing back live entertainment to
our fans and to give them something to look
forward to in the summer of 2023. Taupo,
Whitianga and Queenstown are amongst
New Zealander’s favourite summer holiday
spots, and it’s going to be awesome to

see the regions humming with the tens of
thousands of concert goers expected to attend
one of our shows. We’ve been a must-do on
people’s concert calendars over the last 12
years, and with a move to February for 2023
to circumvent other events taking place on
our traditional January dates, we’re excited
that we’ll be able to celebrate Waitangi long
weekend at both our Taupo and Whitianga
shows. We’re looking forward to welcoming
everyone along for an awesome afternoon of
classic rock in February next year.”
Read more about the line-up of artists from
Greenstone Entertainment on page 2.
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Summer Concert at Whitianga
Waterways Arena
In addition to ZZ Top, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
inductees, Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo, are one of the
most formidable power couples in rock history. With
no less than 14 songs having reached the NZ Top 50
singles charts, and spanning a career of over 43 years,
hit songs like Heartbreaker,  Love Is a Battlefield and We
Belong are just some of the classics that’ll rock concert
goers when we welcome them back to New Zealand and
Whitianga after last performing at the Summer Concert
Tour 10 years ago in 2013.
Stone Temple Pilots bring a 90’s flavour to the tour with
the band’s unique sound, considered to be a blending of
alternative rock of the 80’s and 90’s with the hard rock
of the 70’s. Lead singer Jeff Gutt is sure to get the crowd
going with hits including Interstate Love Song, Plush
and Vaseline, all of which have featured in the NZ single
charts through the mid 90’s.
Originally scheduled to perform at the 2021 Summer
Concert Tour, The Angels lay claim to being one of
Australia’s longest lasting bands, dating as far back as
1976 when they first released Am I Ever Gonna See
Your Face Again. Their relationship with the audience is
everything to them, and their standard of live music is
sure to have every show rocking when they perform the
likes of Take A Long Line and No Secrets.
Ticket Sales:
Vodafone presale - 9 and 10 August, Genoapay presale
- 11 and 12 August, Greenstone Club presale - 13 and
14 August, general tickets on sale from 15 August at
www.greenstoneentertainment.co.nz
Local Ticket Sales: There will be a limited number of local
tickets on sale from Monday, 15 August at Whitianga
Summer Concert - Whitianga iSite, Tairua and Pauanui
Information Centres.
Other Summer Concert venues: Taupo - Taupo
Amphitheatre - Saturday 4 February, Waitangi Weekend;
Queenstown - Gibbston Valley Winery - Saturday,
11 February 2023.

ZZ Top
The Angels

Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo

Gioseppo Helmi
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Whitianga 07 866 4465
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Albert Street, Whitianga 07 866 4161

www.tangosshoes.nz

What’s happening in the night sky?
Tuesday, 2 August to Wednesday, 10 August: Saturn puts on its best show for us this month as it is at its closest for the year and shines
all evening in Capricorn with its yellowish tinge. Much brighter Jupiter rises about three hours after Saturn and shows off four of its moons in
a small telescope. This is also the best month to see elusive Mercury as it rises a bit higher each evening after dusk, but the brightest planet
remains Venus, who is star of the show in the mornings. Slightly reddish Mars is getting ever closer and brighter in the dawn sky. Planets
can be distinguished from stars as they generally don’t twinkle. Lots of International Space Station (ISS) passes this week but, as usual,
timings may change if it has to be moved to avoid space junk. Always best to check the website: heavens-above.com for updated details.
Tuesday, 2 August: The Moon sits above Leo’s faint triangle with Mercury just above the horizon at dusk. Thursday, 4 August: A low ISS
pass from 6:04am in the South passing just beside the Southern Cross. Saturday, 6 August: A long ISS pass from 6:05am in the South.
Monday, 8 August: A bright ISS pass from 6:04am passing high overhead. Tuesday, 9 August: Another ISS pass from 5:17am in the SE.
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Night sky information
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343
www.stargazersbb.com
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New family comes
to Flooring Xtra

Showcasing a collection of
Originals by Ginney Deavoll
“Whale Song”
1000 mm
Acrylic on Canvas
Venue 24 Wharf Road,
CR Exhibit Space, Coromandel
Event 5th – 15th August 2022
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
10am - 3pm
027 629 7408
art@christinerabarts.com
www.christinerabarts.com

GINNEY DEAVOLL
EVENT

Kurt Richardson is no stranger to a business like Flooring Xtra. He has worked in the flooring
and floor covering business for 16 years and been a contractor for six of these years. Kurt
is also familiar with many Whitianga homes, having measured and advised on floorings and
surfaces as well as laid the carpet or tiles. But now Kurt and Hana are moving with their family
from Coromandel to Whitianga, to take on their new business, Flooring Xtra, in Albert Street,
Whitianga. They have both already started at their new place of work, and the actual house
move comes later. “Two of the children, Hope and Owen, have already changed schools to
Mercury Bay Area School, and they are loving it,” said Kurt.
Hana and Kurt want to build a stronger future for their family, “Buying into the business of
flooring is a way of coming away from the floor and into managing and building a stronger
business and better future,” says Kurt. “With four young children, this is very important to Hana
and me. I have the skills and experience and I love the satisfaction that making a home look
great, brings.”
Hana adds, “We want to grow the business and we can both be involved in this.” She smiles,
“A seven week old baby, arriving early and right at this time of moving, is a bit of a shake-up
for all of us, but the family is very happy wth the decision to move and with this new challenge
that, as a family, we will be involved in together.”
The Richardson family want people to come to their shop and say “Hi.” “We are here to help you.
As well as viewing quality products and service, you can meet Dane, our seven week old joy.”

FREE

SLEEPYHEAD
ECOSELECT
UNDERLAY
ON ALL CARPET ORDERS
OVER 15 LM (55 SQM)
Offer ends 31 August 2022
T’s and C’s Apply

68 ALBERT ST, WHITIANGA
whitianga@flooringxtra.co.nz

Ph 07 866 2836
Issue 1013
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July 2016
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Your daily shuttle bus service between the Coromandel Peninsula and Auckland

BOOK ONLINE www.go-kiwi.co.nz
FREEPHONE 0800 44 65 49 EMAIL info@go-kiwi.co.nz
Times towards Auckland:
06:50 Matarangi
07:00 Kuaotunu
07:30 Whitianga
07:40 Hahei /Hot Water Beach
08:05 Tairua
08:20 Hikuai
09:00 Thames
10:15 Manukau Mall
10:45 Auckland Airport
11:15 Auckland City

Times towards the Coromandel:
13:15 Auckland City
14:00 Auckland Airport
14:20 Manukau Mall
14:40 Bombay
15:30 Thames
16:25 Tairua
17:00 Hahei /Hot Water Beach
17:15 Whitianga
17:30 Kuaotunu
17:45 Matarangi

Contact us for all your transport requirements
 Private Airport charters  Weddings & event buses
 ACC approved transport provider
Fuel prices are scary - save money and travel with GO KIWI! (special kids fares too!)

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz
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First local winner to receive
Police
Report
Marathon entry refund
By Constable Michael Carter of the Whitianga Police
Monday, 25 July - Sunday, 31 July

Entries for the Whitianga Marathon are
coming in at a great pace, with eight very
lucky locals scheduled to have their entry
fees refunded to them. “We will have 5km,
10km, half marathon and marathon distances
available for runners and walkers,” says Nick
Reader, the event organiser. Every week, over
the next two months, Nick Reader will draw
the name of a local who has already entered
and refund their entry fee to them.
The Informer announces the first name
to be drawn and that person receives their
Marathon entry refund.
The winner is Teresa Kedzlie of Matarangi
who had registered for the 10km run.
Well done Teresa!
“I am very excited about what is a trend to
be a very good showing from those living in
Mercury Bay,” says Nick Reader of Element
Events.
“All school children on the Coromandel
Peninsula run in the Whitianga Marathon for
free. Integral to the theme, Run for Good, I

encourage all Coromandel Peninsula school
children to enter and participate for no cost
at all. We believe that taking part in our event
has great physical and mental health benefits
and we want to share these amongst our
young people.”
To run or walk this marathon the participants
experience a mainly flat coastal course with
stunning views based in the heart of the
Coromandel Peninsula. There is a course for
everyone from a 5km fun run right up to the
premier 42km. “Yes, it does take effort to
run or walk these distances, says Nick, both
organiser and athlete, “so all runners and
walkers, receive a commemorative medal of
their achievement.” (Not available to 5km
fun run participants.)
In the next issue of The Informer, the
second winner to receive a refund for their
entry fee, will be announced.
Whitianga Marathon, Saturday 15 October
2022 at Buffalo Beach Reserve Whitianga.
To enter into the event, visit
whitiangamarathon.co.nz

General:
Monday, 25 July at a Punga Place address, a
vehicle was broken into with various items
taken. On the same day, a vehicle was broken
into at Hot Water Beach with various property
taken.
Thursday, 28 July, a person claiming to be
someone else attempted to uplift a courier
parcel from Paper Plus. This person will be
spoken to regarding this matter.
A number of our local clientele have failed
to appear in court over the past few months,
and as a result Warrants for their arrests have
been issued. If you have failed to appear in
court, ensure you get over there immediately
to have a new date set. Should you continue to
remain at large without doing this, police may
assist you in attending court via Hamilton
Station.
Occurrences
On Tuesday, 26 July a minor verbal argument
occurred at a Cook Drive address over
relationship issues. Both parties were spoken

to with advice given.
Friday, 29 July at a Moewai Park Road
address, a mother and son had a heated
argument over minor issues. The male party
had already left the address upon police
arrival.
Arrests:
No arrests this week.
Traffic:
Friday, 29 July, a truck had a blow out on
a front tyre while negotiating a bend on
SH25, Whenuakite. Unfortunately, the
driver was unable to maintain control of the
vehicle, which ended up on its side in the
ditch. Thankfully no-one was hurt. With the
weather we have been having recently, now is
a good reminder for everyone to check their
vehicle tyres to ensure they have sufficient
tread depth. Vehicle safety is everyone’s
responsibility.
Kia haumaru te taraiwa me te pai te taraiwa.
Drive Safe and Drive Well.
Mike Carter

ME VISIT US AT OUR CO-LOCATED STORE
1 Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga | 07 8346463

ME VISIT
US
AT
OUR
CO-LOCATED
STORE
Curtains | Blinds | Shutters | Tracks | Accessories
1 Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga | 07 8346463

Curtains | Blinds | Shutters | Tracks | Accessories

QUEENS

HEAT AND EAT
MEALS

Carpetcourt Whitianga

1 Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga

BIRTHDAY

(07) 834 6463

QUEENS

Carpetcourt Whitianga are market leading in delivering
the most innovative flooring solutions from both local
& international suppliers including Quick-Step,
Bremworth,
Feltex, GodfreySTORE
Hirst, Belgotex & Rhino.
AT OUR
CO-LOCATED

US
BIRTHDAY

cksmith Lane, Whitianga | 07 8346463

ok a
Blinds | Shutters | TracksB|oAccessories

• Cottage pie with pea
and potato mash.
• Roast pork, roast spuds,
cheesy vegetables and gravy.
• Chicken and vegetable soup.
• Mushroom and bacon pasta.
A N Y T H R E E F O R $30.00

F ReaEsurEe

(INCLUDES LOCAL DELIVERY)

HOW TO ORDER
Text or call orders to

021 182 9712

or email: info@espycafe.co.nz
Order by noon
Wednesday, 3 August
Delivery from noon
Thursday, 4 August
Order by noon
Friday, 5 August
Delivery from noon
Saturday, 6 August

m
e
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Y
Whether you love classic style, smart contemporary
design, or the latest trends, you’ll find fabulous buys and
ideas, plus expert advice at CurtainStudio Whitianga.

OME VISIT US AT OUR CO-LOCATED STORE
1 Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga | 07 8346463

See us for the most
extensive flooring
See
us
for
the
most
range in Whitianga

Curtains | Blinds | Shutters | Tracks | Accessories

See us for the most
extensive flooring
WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
range in Whitianga
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.

QUEENS

We are market leading in delivering
65 COOK
DRIVE,
WHITIANGA
CALL TODAY: 07 866 0606
the most
innovative
flooring solutions
from both local & international
Page 4
The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz
suppliers including Quick-Step,

BIRTHDAY
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Kitchen Calendar
Where

Wednesday
HAPPY
HOUR
4pm
to
6pm

37 Albert Street
Whitianga
07 866 4647

Thursday
Friday
e
FRI-YAY
KairdaoolkRo
und 1
5pm to 7pm

$1000 Major Prize!
It’s easy to register
either at the bar or
DM Vegas Brown.

Sing or Support it’s all good!

Winning Wheel
& Meat
Raffles

Saturday

Sunday

Rabbitohs vs
Warriors
7pm

From 2pm
$5 for a book of
5 games!
Come join the fun!

Live Band
“BYO”

Monday

Tuesday
SUPER DOOPER
HAPPY HOUR!

If ya know - ya know!

4 to 5pm

C H EC K O U T O U R W I N T E R H O U RS O N O U R FAC E B O O K O R I N STAG R A M PAG E

Not all who
wander are lost...
Some are just
looking for Coffee!

QUIZ NIGHT
WITH VEGAS

COROGLEN
DARTS NIGHT

Y
THURSDA

TAPAS &
COCKTAIL NIGHT
5PM - 9PM

DATE NIGHT
$90 for 2

07 866 5576

07 866 5818

Yes!

INDIAN & THAI
45 ALBERT ST
WHITIANGA

07 866 2666
Planning a
function, event or
hosting a meeting?
We can help.

Email
THE LOST SPRING events@thelostspring.co.nz
07 866 0456
to discuss options.
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MEMBERS
DRAW

TRIVIA

HANDLE CLUB

Cnr Campbell St &
Cook Dr, Whitianga

Bangin' Burgers
Freshest Fish
Juicy Steaks

FREE
POOL
SUNDAY

THE ACE
All welcome 4:30pm - 6:30pm
COOLEST
Best
KIDS MENU!
Bar
Tabs,
Booby
gosh darn
Prizes & Cash Up Pop into the Tav for
night of
lunch with the family.
For Grabs!
the week!

FROM
7PM
SNOOKER
1PM

Mercury Bay Club

CHASE

8 BALL
12:45PM

RAFFLES
11AM
(POOL)

WOODY DEAN
7:30pm

SNOOKER
1PM

RESTAURANT
OPEN FOR:
Dinner: Mon - Sun
From 5:30pm
Lunch: Thu - Sat
From 11:30am

BUSINESS

HAPPY

KIDS EAT FREE
(DINNER)

RAFFLES 5:30PM
ENTERTAINMENT

HAPPY HOUR

HOUR

Special 3 course Cocktails, house
sharingmenuwith beer & wines with Cocktails, House
complimentary
your special ones snacks for groups
Beer & Wines
5PM - 9PM
4PM - 5PM
4PM - 6PM
T OF
THE FRON
NDER
SHOP IS U
ION RENOVAT
SE
PLEASE U
ANCE
SIDE ENTR

r
Happy Hou
ls
Drink Specia
12pm - 3pm

WINTER COMBEO
DEAL ONLIN

lace.com
www.thatcurryp

Fri-nally,
It’s Friday!
Happy Hour
starts at 5pm!

The best day
of the week!
Food and
drink available
POOLSIDE!

OPEN

Tues - Sun - 12pm
Keep an eye on
our socials for
coming events!

INDOOR
BOWLS

Put your feet up and
let us do the cooking

TAKEAWAYS
AVAILABLE
PH 866 3809
Menu online

Put your feet up and
letMEMBERS
us do the cooking

DRAW
6-8PM

RAFFLES
5:30PM
DARTS

1 Blacksmith lane,
Whitianga
FOR BOOKINGS:

EARLY BIRD
DINNER

Kid meal free
with every
adult meal
5PM - 9:30PM

2 Course
$40 per person
Email: bookings@
5PM - 6PM
saltwhitianga.com

Sundays
Closed
For
Family
Day

OPENING HOURS Delivery from $5
5:30pm - 7:30pm
LUNCH
MON-SAT
when able to
11AM - 2PM
operate, please
DINNER
call us during
MON-SAT
opening hours.
5pm - 9pm (ish)

n
Follow us o
ia for
social med
d
updates an
:
current info ga
n
ringwhitia

@thelostsp
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CLOSED
MONDAYS

Phone

07 866 5818

Opening Hours
Day Spa: Thursday - Sunday (9am - 7pm)
Geothermal Pools:
Friday - Saturday (9:30am - 9pm),
Sunday (9:30am - 7pm)
Restaurant:
Thursday (9am - 7pm),
Friday - Sunday (9am - 9pm)
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Local Flavour

By Joanna Mannington - Food and nutrition teacher at Mercury Bay Area School

First Showcase Dinner part of local Action Plan - Coromandel Foodies
Eric Pateman, one of the world’s leading
consultants and strategists on culinary
tourism, led a Coromandel food workshop
in May as part of a shared initiative between
our Council (TCDC) and Auckland Council’s
Economic Development arms.
The purpose of the workshop was to
bring together Coromandel Peninsula’s
food producers and providers to improve
collaboration and networking between the
local food, hospitality and tourism sector
businesses and start to devise an action plan
for food tourism opportunities.
The workshop resulted in a 27-page Action
Plan for the Coromandel Peninula’s local food
industry, with one of the short-term goals to

facilitate a series of dinners supported by
local producers and growers, showcasing the
region’s producers and artisans.
As a result, Kelvin Jones, owner of
Whitianga’s popular Espy Café, and Mark
Bunyan, from Luke’s Kitchen in Kūaotunu,
have collaborated to organise the first dinner
showcasing the region’s offerings.
This first dinner will be held on Tuesday,
30 August @ Espy Café, at 6:00pm.
Mercury Bay Wines and Hot Water Beach
Beer will be providing local beverages to
complement the following menu from our
finest local food producers:
Gold medal award-winning Opito Bay
Salt, The world’s best gin - Coromandel

Eric Pateman led a Coromandel food workshop in May as part of a shared initiative
between TCDC and Auckland Council's Economic Development arms

Distilling Company, Unkle Dunkle’s hot
sauces, Stoked Deli, 309 Honey, Matatoki
cheese, Blackbeards Smoked mussels, Castle
Rock dressings and sauces, Thames fresh
fish, Coromandel oysters, Cathedral Cove
Macadamias, Omahu Valley Citrus - lemon
curd and chutneys.
MENU
Canapes  
• Fresh Coromandel oyster shot, Opito Bay
Salt Co kelp salt, Coromandel Distilling
Co Dry Gin, Uncle Dunkle’s hot sauce.
• Stoked Deli bacon, roasted with 309
Native Bush Honey drizzle, Matatoki
Quark 309 Honey creme.
• Blackbeards Smokehouse natural smoked
mussels, mussel creme, served on Opito
Bay Salt Co Black Garlic salted crostini.
• Luke’s Kitchen calzone filled with Stoked
Deli chorizo, Matatoki Gouda cheese,
Castle Rock Chilli Peach Chutney, Uncle
Dunkle’s hot sauce.
• Blackbeards Smokehouse Coromandel
Gold mussels, wrapped with Stoked
Deli bacon, drizzled with Castle Rock
Blackberry dressing.
Fork and Talk
• Fresh Thames fish rubbed with Cathedral
Cove Macadamia dukkah, sautéed
potatoes with Opito Bay Salt Co Black
Garlic sea salt and Castle Rock Chilli,
Lime and Coriander dressing.
• Hereford ‘n’ Pickle beef rump, slow
cooked in Blue Fridge Kelp Beer, Opito

Bay Furikake-toasted sesame kelp with
Matatoki Halloumi cheese, Castle Rock
Chilli Lime Chutney.
• Paella with fresh Thames fish, Blackbeards
smoked mussels, Stoked Deli Chorizo
sausage with Castle Rock Tangy Tomato
Chutney.
• Blackbeards Smokehouse hot smoked
kahawai salad with Castle Rock
Strawberry, Lemon and Mint dressing.
Dessert Canapes
• Oliver’s Bakery Mini Donut with Omahu
Valley Lemon Curd.
• 309 Pohutukawa Honey panna cotta.
• The Cheese Barn Matatoki with 309
Honey, Castle Rock Tamarillo Chutney
and Chilli Peach Chutney, Omahu Valley
Lime and Fig Chutney.
(Menu Note: some changes may occur on the
night.)
As well as providing the venue, Kelvin will
be supervising the kitchen. Mark will run the
front of house, supported by Hospitality and
Tourism students from Mercury Bay Area
School. The producers will be present to talk
about their products.
50 Tickets Available:
There will only be 50 tickets at $95.00 per
ticket which includes five drinks, the food
menu and meeting the local producers.
A hamper spot prize and product raffles will
be available. Tickets are available from Espy
from Monday, 8 August. Funds raised will go
to seed the future goals on the Action Plan.

CLOSED

25 JULY - 17 AUGUST
We look forward to
seeing you again from
the 18th of August
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See our website for
tickets

See our website
for tickets

On Track Health
I can help you with:


 Weight management


outcomes

Zoe Neureuter

BSpExSc, MHSHP (Hons)

www.lukeskitchen.co.nz

Ph: 027 3109580
E: zoes1@xtra.co.nz

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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Stair Climb by local volunteer
firefighters

COASTAL
SANCTUARY

In last week’s Informer, we told of the locally inspired, pre-national Sky Tower stair climb by
our Whitianga Fire Brigade. They aimed to raise local awareness and funds to support blood
leukemia sufferers and their families, and the research that is being done to cure this hideous
sickness. The point of all their efforts was to raise funds and awareness. The Informer has
made you aware, so please give generously. We thank these local volunteer heroes who will
also soon climb the stairs to the top of (and down) the Auckland Sky Tower as part of the
national fundraising project.
Pictured: Scaffolding to replicate two sets of stairs featured in
the Whitianga town plaza on Sunday, 31 July for the Whitianga
Fire Brigade’s local stair climb challenge. It was replete with
mussel fritters, and others to cheer them on.
Photo top: Cheering on the stair climbers are, left to right,
Jason Myatt of Coromandel FM, Derek Collier, Fire Brigade,
Flight/stair counter and encourager, Peter Herkes. Adam Collier
(right) is almost there with just a few flights of stairs to go.
Sean King had already completed his stair climb.
Photo right: Karina Bergenshoeff has finished all 1,103 steps.
Here, Peter assists her to remove her self-contained breathing
apparatus which she used for the entire stair climb.
Scan the QR code at right to make your
donation or here is the link to the team
page: https://firefighterschallenge.org.nz/
whitiangavolunteerfirebrigadeteam.

B E AU T Y

Refresh your
skin this winter
with a course of
Sothys peels.

3x Sothys grade 1
or 2 peels plus a
Hydra 3 Intensive
facial to finish
$380 for the course

Softens fine lines,
fades pigmentation,
hydrates and refines

Offer ends 31/08/22
Terms and conditions apply

07 866 2679 • 14 Victoria Street, Whitianga
enquiries@coastalsanctuary.com • www.coastalsanctuary.com

FREE DELIVERY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

*T&C’s apply. Participating stores only.

Phone 07 868 6128
205 SEALEY STREET, THAMES

INTERIORS

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA.
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Environmental news

Paul Kington's 'Bird Roost', Otama Reserve

Bid to Waikato Regional Council - choose one option
A contribution by Philip Clow
The Waikato Regional Council (WRC) are
reviewing their coastal plan due to the Motiti
decision. The Court of Appeal Motiti decision
refers to the Environmental Court of Appeal
who ruled in favour of the Bay of Plenty
Regional Council and the Motiti Island Group
allowing them to prohibit the take of all plants
and animals in a number of separate areas.
This means regional councils have been given
the power to manage biodiversity in their
territorial waters which up until the Motiti
decision has been managed by the Quota
Management System (1986) and the Fisheries
Act (1996).
The WRC have prepared a Coastal Plan
Review, with the main focus area being
Further Marine Biodiversity Protection
Options. This focus area contains four options
which were open for public feedback until the
29/07/22 and are listed below:
Option 1: Leave to other legislation (no new
rules)
Option 2: Prohibit disturbance of the seabed
or foreshore in specifically identified and
mapped areas.
Option 3: Prohibit the taking of all plants and
animals in specifically identified and mapped
areas.
Option 4: Allow some activities in specifically
identified and mapped areas.
This should be a major concern for all
users of the Mercury Island Group because
a number of islands in the group have been
identified as an area of Outstanding Natural
Character and as a Significant Indigenous
Biodiversity Area by scientists. In particular,

this includes Kawhitu (Stanly), Moturehu
Island (Double Island), and Whakau (Red
Mercury Island). The implications of Options
2, 3 and 4 being passed into law could mean
the closure of these areas currently used for
recreational and commercial fishing activities.
This area encompassing the Mercury Island
Group has contentious fisheries, primarily
crayfish and snapper. As a response, a number
of changes have been implemented by the
Quota Management System and the Fisheries
Act. For both of these species, anecdotal
evidence is showing improved numbers of
crayfish and snapper as shown by the ease
at which both commercial and recreational
fishers can achieve suitable catch rates.
The commercial crayfishing management
area, which includes the Mercury Island Group
(CRA2), ranges from Te Ari Point (north
of Leigh) to East Cape. In this area crayfish
stocks showed a marked decrease over several
years. The government addressed this with an
initial 15% quota reduction in 2016 and then
in 2019 another 60% quota reduction was
implemented by the government. This is a total
catch reduction of 75% which has removed
over 90T of catch from the commercial fishery
meaning the area (CRA2) is now down to 80T
from a commercial catch of 236 tonne in the
2013/14 year. Because of this heavy reduction
in catch there is now far less effort in the
Mercury Island Group and commercial fishers
are maximising returns by only fishing when
market prices are high. Alongside this, the
recreational bag limit was recently reduced
from six crayfish per person to three.
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See page 2 for what’s happening
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and
Hot Water Beach tides.
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Like us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.
Check us out on Instagram.

Regarding the snapper
fishery, it is acknowledged
that the snapper fish
stock in snapper area One
(SNA1, see figure 1) was
under stress in the 1980’s.
Changes were implemented
with the introduction of the
Quota Management System
(1986) which capped the
annual tonnage of snapper
that could be landed. The
commercial catch prior
to 1986 was between
5000-6000 tonnes and
continued that way until
the catch history appeal
program was completed along with SNA1
stock assessments resulting in a commercial
snapper catch of 4500 tonnes which is what
the commercial industry is constrained to
now. These management changes which
included recreational bag limit reductions and
changes to recreational minimum legal size
for SNA1 has resulted in a total allowable
catch (Commercial, Recreational, Customary
and other mortality for all parties of 8050
tonne per year. There is significant anecdotal
evidence from many Whitianga based
recreational and commercial fishers who are
seeing robust catch rates.
Regarding other fish species, chiefly reef
fish, nineteen species of reef fish (They are
banded wrasse, black angelfish, butterfly
perch, giant boarfish, green wrasse, kelpfish
(hiwahiwi), long-finned boarfish, marblefish,

Figure 1

Figure 3
notch-headed marblefish, painted moki, red
moki, red mullet (goatfish), red pigfish, rock
cod, sandagers wrasse, scarlet wrasse, silver
drummer, splendid perch, toadstool groper)
have been decommercialised in Fisheries
Management Area 1 (FMA1 - see Figure 3).
This was enacted due to the effects of gill
netting during the 1980’s and 1990’s. Not
only were these species decommercialized,
but gill netting was banned from areas within
the Mercury Islands along with other parts
of FMA1. Surveys should show adequate
numbers of reef fish living in the waters of
the Mercury Islands. The vast majority of
these species are not caught by line fishing as
spearfishing is the main method of capture.
However, these fish are rarely targeted as they
are not good eating.
For a detailed map of where gill netting was

What’s that Number?
Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours .....................................................111
Police (Whitianga) . ......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua) ..............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town) ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers .................................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ................................................................................868 0200
Civil Defence ...............................................................................................868 0200
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ....................................................866 5911
Medical Centre (Tairua).................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained counsellor..............1737
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators ......................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services ...........................................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services .............................................................027 446 6921

ONLINE POLL FOR AUGUST 2022
Do you think freedom camping should be permitted
on the Coromandel Peninsula?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
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Environmental news
banned in Mercury Islands go to https://www.
doc.govt.nz/Documents/conservation/marineand-coastal/fishing/area-based-restrictions-hires.pdf
Over the last 9 years a collaborative process
called Seachange has been deliberating over
far-reaching initiatives to future proof the
Hauraki Gulf Marine Park (see map below).
The
collaborative
process involved Iwi,
DOC, Fisheries NZ,
Environmental NGOs,
Auckland
Regional
Council,
Aquaculture
Industries, Ports of
Auckland,
Farming,
Forestry, Recreational
and Commercial fishing
who have delivered
recommendations
on
the management of the
Hauraki Gulf Marine
Park.
We are going to have
new rules under the
Hauraki Gulf Marine
Park initiatives which
include proposals for
marine protected areas
(MPA’s) in places such as The Alderman
Islands and a large part of the surrounding
waters, part of Slipper Island and some of its
surrounding waters and a basic doubling in
size of the current MPA at the Whanganui-aHei site (Hahei). Also under the Hauraki Gulf
Marine Park Fish Plan, changes are proposed
around how the current fish stocks are to be
managed plus another look at managing the
protective species interaction along with large
restrictions on certain bottom contact fishing
methods.
The feedback I have given the WRC is to
implement Option 1: Leave to other legislation
(no new rules). This is because, in my opinion,
the biodiversity in the Mercury Island Group
is resilient and in a relatively healthy state due

to past, present and upcoming management
initiatives as mentioned above. After seeing
the changes and pressure on this area in my 44
years as a commercial and now recreational
fisherman and free diver, I believe the area’s
biodiversity is in a satisfactory condition.
The one fish species that is of concern, in
my opinion, is Hapuku. Hapuku is a species
that needs attention due
to declining numbers in
some coastal habitats.
I think a closed-to-alltypes of bottom fishing
area (containing rocky
structure on the edge of
the continental slope) is
required.
An area that the
WRC
should
be
focussing on is estuarine
sedimentation loading.
This is referring to the
increased sedimentation
run-off in estuaries and
harbours which will
be having a significant
effect on biodiversity.
An example of this is
the loss of sea grass,
which is a known juvenile fish habitat. The
WRC should be paying more attention to
the sedimentation effects of short rotation,
plantation forestry planted on unsuitably steep
land. The estuaries around the Coromandel
Ranges bear testimony to this issue whenever
we have a high rainfall event.
This Mercury Island group does not have a
biodiversity problem, sure it’s not as good as it
was at the turn of the century. However, it has
proved to be resilient and with the governmentcontrolled Fisheries Act, along with all types
of restrictions soon to be implemented by way
of the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park Fishery’s
Plan. This should be enough to safeguard what
we have and continue to manage the effects of
population increase.

All
sizes.
Single
price.
Swisstek Select.

Free Delivery

Any size Swisstek
Select for the price
of a single.

The experts in sleep.

Plus 24 months
interest free.*
On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 6.9.22.

Whitianga Store
(07) 866 5726
BedsRus Store Name visit Street Address
Phone Number dream bedsrus.co.nz

talk

*Offer valid to 6.9.22 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good
faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *24 Months Interest Free is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 6.9.22 Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF transaction) or a $35 advance
fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of interest free period. Rate and
fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.

Editor’s correction from last week’s Informer
On July 27, 2021, the Informer published an article covering the destruction of approximately 60 native
trees from the Otama Domain Recreational Reserve and adjacent road reserve. The former is administered
by DOC (Department of Conservation) the latter by TCDC (Thames Coromandel District Council). The article
contained the following passage:
“Arborist work on the Otama Domain Reserve and on nearby TCDC road reserves has been carried out
according to the Otama Domain Reserve Landscape Plan, a community initiative of the Otama Reserves
Group (ORG) for the long-term protection of the area that has been endorsed by both DOC and TCDC.”
That statement is untrue and the Informer needs to take this opportunity to correct the public record.
We have seen documents from DOC and TCDC which clearly state that the work undertaken on the
reserves was not authorised and that there was no agreed Landscape Plan nor any other agreed plan.
On a more positive note, DOC and TCDC confirm they will work together along with iwi to replant the
domain and to heal the land.
The Informer intends to stay in touch with the stakeholders and to follow progress with the
implementation of the plan. The Informer will keep readers abreast of those developments.

Promotion runs
Thursday 4th to Tuesday 9th August 2022
coromandel life:style centre
4/9 joan gaskell drive, whitianga
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First Future Career/Options Day for
Mercury Bay Area School
The teachers and Year 13 leaders have organised and co-ordinated this important day for Year
10 students and up. The students will gain an understanding of the different subject areas for
careers on offer and in addition Year 12’s will be taught skills that are needed for decision
making in Year 13 when it comes to weighing up a career choice. The senior communications
leader, Phoebe Asquith, was very positive about this event when talking to The Informer. She
was pleased that her school was able to organise such a day,” the first ever like this.” She
thinks that there are approximately 300 students who will benefit form this careers day.
At a time when covid and world news has created uncertainty and damaged confidence in the
future among young people, this day, organised by staff and teachers, is a positive and practical
step to counteract that. It is a time to focus on making a future. Well done MBAS.

The Fire Siren

Sponsored by Safety + Apparel - tel 0800 726 726
The Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade had a
steady July with twelve calls for assistance.
We responded to and investigated two fire
alarms sounding; both turned out to be false
alarms.
We were called twice to a controlled burn
that caused people concern. We went to
a garage fire that thankfully, the occupier
managed to contain before it got out of control.
With the very wet and stormy weather, we
were called to two properties with flooding
issues and calls regarding cars stuck in flood

waters. We assisted the Ambulance on three
occasions and were called to a hydraulic oil
spill on the road which was causing concern to
motorists. Being the middle of winter, a lot of
people are using their fireplaces to keep warm.
Remember when cleaning out the fireplace,
always use a metal container and dampen it
down before disposal; embers can stay hot for
up to four days.
Stay safe out there.
Derek Collier
Deputy Chief Fire Officer

Grant and Shona make Leisure
Pools local
“They chose us,” says Shona Telfer, when she speaks about their new business, “Leisure Pools.”
It was offered to us. Grant’s brother was managing the Leisure Pools in New Zealand and they were
looking for someone in this area. We live here at Cooks Beach and we have been living and working here
for 11 years; we were ready for a challenge.
Grant and Shona are not shy of the new challenge or hard work. They already own and manage Marquee
solutions, their easy to assemble, multi-size structures plus furniture and lighting, enhancing many
successful events on the Coromandel Peninsula.
When asked about how they got started in their life and business together, “We met in the wool shed,”
laughs Shona. “I was a wool handler, and Grant was a shearer.” After ten years, they saved enough for
their first farm. Grant says, “Our shearing days prepared us for our life together. We were always racing
against the clock or racing against a fellow shearer, but it was always fun. Your body worked hard, but
it was a good life.” After the farm, Grant and Shona bought a marine business in Rotorua and after a few
years, moved to Cooks Beach.
In a region where the ocean is everywhere, Shona and Grant believe that having a swimming pool is
something sought after. “It’s a luxury item, we know, but the pool is also a means of bringing people
together and many people love to swim in fresh water as well as the ocean. Families come for a holiday
around the pool.” Looking at the many options for swimming pools offered by Leisure Pools through the
Telfers, there is a joint swimming pool with spa pool option design and soon, stand alone spa pools will
be available as part of their local business.
“We know Whitianga is growing and we will only do well, if the town does well, “ adds Grant.
“With Leisure Pools, Grant and I bring a lot of extra skills. In addition to doing a site visit, helping our
clients decide what kind of pool they want, measuring up, drawing a to-scale graph representation; Grant
and I can help design and bring to completion the landscaping and decking as well as walk through the
consent process with each household,” added Shona.
“Summertime is exciting here in Mercury Bay. The population
almost explodes and there are lots of activities and events to
enjoy. We look forward to it, it’s wonderful.”
For a swimming pool to happen, it takes time from the first
conversation with clients to that first dive into the water. Now
is the time to get started if you would like your pool to be ready
for the summer.
Meanwhile, both Grant and Shona can’t stay away from physical
exertion. To talk with the Informer, Grant paused his work which
was building a neighbour’s shed and Shona parked the ride-on
mower which does quite a few lawns at Cooks Beach.
Leisure Pools Coromandel/Hauraki - shona.e.telfer@gmail.com
Pictured: Shona and Grant Telfer bringing Leisure Pools to
Mercury Bay and the Peninsula.

YOU’RE INVITED TO A

HEALTH EXPO
YOUR FREE HEALTH SCREENING INCLUDES:
• Blood glucose
• Chair massage
• Health age
• Cardiovascular fitness
• And more...
• Lifestyle counselling
• Blood pressure
DATES & TIME:
Sunday, 07 August
10:00am - 2:00pm
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VENUE:
Whitianga Town Hall
24 Monk Street
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Letters to the Editor

See page 8 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Dear Editor
One being sued; but numerous sources.
In your recent issue 1011 - 19 July 2022 of ‘The Informer” you printed a full-page
advertisement on page 28, recording that it was published by Chris Patterson. The Chris
Patterson, that I know, is legal counsel for Grahame Christian, a local resident of Whitianga.
The advertisement referred to an article published in the New Zealand Herald in August
2019, relating to certain allegations made regarding the solid waste contract between
TCDC (Thames Coromandel District Council) and Smart Environmental.
This advertisement correctly informs your readers, that following the NZ Herald
publication, Mr Christian filed a civil litigation claim for defamation against the NZ
Herald, Journalist Mike Valintine, and me. Mr Christian subsequently negotiated and
released the NZ Herald and Mr Valintine from his civil litigation claim. However, Mr
Christian maintained his claim against me. Mr Christian’s claim against me was heard
during a three-week High Court trial in Auckland in February of this year.
The retraction and apology to Mr Christian from the NZ Herald and republished in your
recent issue was a negotiated statement between those parties and did not have any input
from me. The retraction as printed, is incorrect when it refers to me as if I was the only
source for the articles that Mr Christian has complained about. Sworn evidence produced
in the recent High Court trial shows that I am one of numerous sources used by journalist,
Mike Valintine, when he wrote those articles for the Herald. I was the only source that Mr
Christian sued. Chris Patterson’s advertisement republishes the press release of TCDC.
TCDC commissioned three investigations by Advance Investigations, Price Waterhouse
Coopers (PWC) and Morrison Low (ML). After the conclusion of these investigations,
TCDC released a press statement, claiming that the allegations made in the NZ Herald had
been rebutted. I requested a copy of the full reports issued by PWC and ML from TCDC,
which was declined. Although TCDC released Executive Summaries, it did not provide
the full reports.
Despite receiving a provisional opinion from the Ombudsman in July last year, a final
decision has yet to be issued.
Naturally, I am concerned about the length of time it is taking for a final decision to be
made by the Ombudsman, as I consider the issues are very much in the public interest. I
will continue to push for a final decision to release the reports so as to ensure transparency
in the whole process. Surely, if these reports, paid for by TCDC, rebut the allegations,
they should be made available. The events Mr Patterson refers to in his advertisement

occurred some time ago. The Herald published its articles in August 2019. TCDC issued
its statement in May 2020 and NZME published its apology in November 2021. I don’t
intend to talk about the allegations until the Judge’s ruling has been released.
At the end of the day, I’m just trying to work out what Mr Patterson is actually trying to
advertise here.
Murray Bain
Whitianga
The point about sirens and tsunamis
We have fought long and hard to have Tsunami Warning Sirens established on the
Coromandel Peninsula. A Denmark company installing these same state-of-the-art sirens
elsewhere in NZ has offered to bring a demonstration siren here in mid-August. With
Whitianga being listed as one of the three New Zealand towns at high risk of being
devastated by a tsunami this company have been supportive of our efforts over the past
several months.
We currently have no tsunami warning system in place in Whitianga, Wharekaho, or any
place else on the Coromandel Peninsula.
The Simpson family have provided a site for the demonstration to take place at the
Simpsons Beach Campground. The sirens require NO ELECTRICITY. They are 100%
SOLAR POWERED. They are remotely operated and need annual testing only.
In addition to emitting an audible siren, which is what we are wanting for tsunami
warnings, they can also be used for verbal announcements, making them useful for just
about any type of emergency situation. The cost of these sirens was greatly exaggerated
by an uninformed person when originally presented to TCDC. They are a fraction of
what was stated at the time and only two units are required to protect all the residents of
Wharekaho and Whitianga.
There is NO COST to Council for this demonstration. All that is needed is an event
application to be approved by TCDC, which the company recently applied for. As of
today, there hasn’t been a sound from Council…
Ady Cole-Ewen,
Wharekaho
Linda Cholmondely-Smith
Whitianga

KICKSTART
MOTORCYCLES
WHITIANGA

ROAD, FARM AND TRAIL
SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS

027 726 3797
211 SOUTH HIGHWAY

kickstartmotorcycles211@gmail.com

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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NEW
LISTING

NEW
AUCTION
LISTING

Whitianga, 6 Hamilton Crescent

• A two storey 1970s character home with bush views and peeps of the estuary water.
• Currently used as a 6 bed/2 lounge/2 kitchen home with the bottom level used as an AirBnb
with bookings until Xmas.
• Luxurious sunny living upstairs with a superb entertainers kitchen. Triple garaging and located
in a quiet cul-de-sac.
For Sale Auction On Site 11am 27th August (unless sold prior)
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21731
Grace Pene
M 027 862 4002

Whitianga, 8 Oribi Place

• This lovingly maintained, 4 bdrm, 2 bthrm
home is on a 830sqm (mol) site.
• Office/5th bdrm, dining & open plan
kitchen, 2nd lounge, substantial deck.
• Triple garage with enough room for the cars
or water toys.

For Sale By Negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718
Grace Pene
M 027 862 4002

Whitianga, 5 Tango Way

• A near new home on Whitianga Airfield that
can’t be built out.
• 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms, open plan living, good
entrance & double garage.
• Nice decks with great views and brilliant
afternoon sun.

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21732
Peter MacGregor
M 027 224 7332

Whitianga, 106 Wharekaho Road

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21705
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

Whitianga, 16 Tironui Place

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21720
Open Home Saturday 11 – 11:45am
Peter MacGregor M 027 224 7332

Cooks Beach, 1 Banks Street

Cooks Beach, 75 Captain Cook Road

For Sale $1,695,000
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0003
Open Home Saturday 2:15 – 3:15pm
Paulette Tainsh 027 241 2001
Hendry Tainsh 022 658 4818

For Sale By Negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0002
Open Home Saturday 1 – 2pm
Paulette & Hendry Tainsh 027 241 2001

• Set on a 959sqm (mol) site. Great sunny
deck with a beautiful sea view.
• 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms and 3+ garaging.
• Take the lift to the first floor open plan
living & master bedroom with ensuite.

• Absolute beach front! Spectacular 180° of
Simpsons Beach.
• Spacious 4 bdrm, 3 bthrm home PLUS 2
bdrm, 1 bthrm sleepout!
• A great beach home for large families.

Whitianga, 251 Kupe Drive

Whitianga, 2 Roseberry Place

• Waterways – it’s just like new but with none
of the wait!
• 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open plan living
and conservatory, huge decks and stunning
landscaping.
• Archgola and double internal access garage
plus boat ramp access.

• Great for extended families - rumpus/bunk
room + office/double bdrm + bthrm.
• 2 bdrms upstairs, bathroom, spacious open
plan living & a sea view!
• Plenty of space for the boat & toys together
with a 9 x 6m garage.

Whitianga, 16a Jackman Avenue

Cooks Beach 108 Captain Cook Road

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21676
Open Home Saturday 12 – 12:45pm
Peter MacGregor M 027 224 7332

For Sale $795,000
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21729
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0001
Open Home Saturday 11am – 12pm
Paulette & Hendry Tainsh 027 241 2001

Whitianga, 18 Pacific Place

Whitianga, 23/2 Mayfair Close

Whitianga, 130 Buffalo Beach Road

Whitianga, 4a Nicholas Avenue

For Sale By Negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718
Noelene Bellingham
M 027 280 8477

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21723
Noelene Bellingham
M 027 280 8477

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21725
Anne Hamilton
M 027 488 6675

For Sale $875,000
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718
Noelene Bellingham
M 027 280 8477

• The elevated position gives stunning views
over Mercury Bay & rural landscapes.
• Boasting 3 double bdrms, 2 bthrms, open
plan kitchen, dining & lounge.
• Large entertainers deck. Just a 7 minute
drive to the beach.

• Fabulous modern home with down-canal
views.
• 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms + 4th bdrm & ensuite
separate from main area.
• 2.7m high stud, double garage, pontoon &
boat ramp access.

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21727
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

• 4 good sized bedrooms, ensuite PLUS huge
office space & more!
• Open plan kitchen, dining & living area,
separate TV room, study rooms.
• Well maintained, good backyard access,
300m (approx) to Buffalo Beach!

• Tidy & comfortable 3 bdrm charmer - a great
first home/bach or potential rental.
• Heat pump, spacious bthrm, extra outdoor
shower, fish bench & easy-care grounds.
• Ramp access & automatic garage door - a
breeze for retirees!

• Beautifully decorated 3 bdrm unit and caredfor garden.
• Fabulous Archgola with drop blinds, shared
pool in the complex.
• Owner is on the move and wants urgent
action!

• On a corner site across from Buffalo Beach,
this lovely home is just perfect.
• Totally refurbished 3 bdrm with new kitchen,
carpet & flooring.
• Outdoor sun trap plus 2 single garages
complete the picture.

• Fabulous 6 bdrm home with coastal views
from the wrap-around deck!
• 3 bthrms, rumpus, open plan living with
high stud and feature windows.
• Triple garaging - change one to a fantastic
games room, 809sqm (mol) section.

• 3 bedroom home with ensuite, HRV and
sunny outdoor patio area.
• Close to town, cafes and supermarkets –
leave the car at home!
• Easy maintenance - perfect if you’re looking
to free up your precious weekends.

Call now for your private appointment or see advertised open homes and view all our listings at www.harcourtscoromandel.co.nz

Ann Hamilton
027 488 6675

Noelene Bellingham

027 280 8477

Katrina Carlyon
021 724 200

Peter MacGregor
027 224 7332

Grace Pene
027 862 4002
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Dave Frew
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Coromandel Beaches Realty Ltd: Licenced Agent REAA 2008

Dayle Candy
027 433 6862

Kirby Faulkner
027 436 9990
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Kirstin Brown
027 301 1775
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Lance Parker
021 041 2587
Marketing
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What’s On In the next few weeks
PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE
DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAY BE
CANCELLED AT SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Justices of the Peace
Barbara Blair: Phone (07) 866 5181 or (021) 310 351
Bess Kingi Edmonds: Phone (07) 866 5277
Derek Collier: Phone (027) 436 8444
Noel Hewlett: Phone (021) 177 4852
David Harvey: Phone (021) 177 4852
Peter Bould: Phone (021) 923 198
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday,
9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm.
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open
Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am
- 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed
for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen
due to Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours:
Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm,
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at
6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more
information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on
(07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information.
For those affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social
Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other

people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street
from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games,
housie, etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian
Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various
times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify
their computers and to learn more about new
communications and information technology. For more
information contact Sheryl Carruthers on (021) 022 62504
or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00
noon. At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the
diesel truck stop. All welcome.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm
at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us
for a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone
Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Mercury Bay Quilters
Meets from 10:00am-4:00pm on the first and thrid
Mondays and second and fourth Saturdays of each month.
2 Cook Drive (Social Services building). Contact Margaret
on 021 140 4016.
Whitianga Creative Fibre
Spin, knit, weave, crochet. Meets first and third Wednesday
of every month, 10:00am to 1:00pm, supper room
of Mercury Bay Hall. Phone: (07) 866 3225 or 0272565016.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at
the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more
information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on
(021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more
information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F
White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free
entry. Visitors welcome.

Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm - 6:00pm in Room
10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat
well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight
wisely. Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on
(027) 294 1750 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town
Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more
information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every
Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is
also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as an
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs
$5 per session, which includes equipment and training.
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact
Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the
Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome.
Phone Anne on (07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more
information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at
the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome.
Phone Carol on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday
at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook
Drive, Whitianga. For more information phone Gavin on
(07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the
Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Kūaotunu Dune Care
Meets every third Wednesday of the month. Protecting
the dunes by removing weeds and rubbish and planting
native dune plants. If you would like to get involved
please emailkuaotunudunecare@gmail.com to get on the
emailing list.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT &
YACHT MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS

Executive Housekeeping
Executive Housekeeping
Lawnmowing & gardening
Lawnmowing & gardening
Arrival set up & Departure
Arrival set up & Departure
breakdown
breakdown
Home provisioning
Home provisioning
Exterior maintenance
Exterior
&
repairsmaintenance
& repairs
Overall estate management
Overall estate management

Cooks Beach Care Group
Meet new friends, learn about conservation and make a
difference. We meet for hands-on weeding and planting
Thursdays, 9 - 11am. Text Adele on 021 201 6625 or
register on www.cooksbeachcare.org.nz.
Mercury Bay Environmental Trust
Meets every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am-11:00am,
location advised prior. Volunteering with nature is excellent
for general well-being and helps protect our coastal
environment, and a great way to make new friends. For
more info or to get involved, please go to www.mbet.co.nz
or email mbenvironmentaltrust@gmail.com.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on
(07) 866 3264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more
information.
American Muscle Street & Custom Club Whitianga
Club meetings first Sunday of the month, 11:00am at
Smittys for cars and coffee. Phone Reg and Julie Smith
on 027 493 5822.
“Live Well Plant Based Cooking Workshops” First
Sunday of month, 2:00pm - 3:30pm. 7 August - Town Hall,
4 September - Town Hall, 6 October - Town Hall. Register
for free. Text/call 022 354 4069 and/or just come along.
Na Ihowa Ahau
Kids life skills and values-based programme. Free for
kids of all ages. After school every Friday, 3:00-5:00pm,
Whitianga Town Hall. Phone Anita 027 259 1085.
Whitianga Community Patrol
Monitors the township and neighbourhood. To report
any events or damage, or offer to volunteer phone Ian
07 866 4780.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Live Well Plant-Based Cooking Workshops
First Sunday of the month, 2:00pm-3:30pm.
Whitianga Town Hall. Next workshop Sunday,
7 August.
Ladies Night Charity Event
Friday, 5 August, 4:00pm, Stihl Shop
2/1 Blacksmith Lane. Ask for Sandy.

Complete vessel management
Complete vessel management
Boat washing service
Boat washing service
Exterior detailing
Exterior detailing
Interior detailing
Interior detailing
Yacht provisioning
Yacht provisioning
Updating & upgrading equipment
Updating & upgrading equipment
Engine service & repairs
Engine service & repairs
Captain & crewing
Captain & crewing

Now accepting new clients.

Experience

THE ELITE DIFFERENCE

Morgan
025&05777
Toniinterest
021 027
77356
Find 021
out more
register| your
online.
www.elitemgmt.co.nz
www.elitemgmt.co.nz
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49 Albert Street, Whitianga
whitianga@richardsons.co.nz

07 866 2373

www.richardsons.co.nz

BRIAN TUNNICLIFFE MOTOR GROUP
Sale Enquiries
Nicole Lowe 021 902 166

$12,990
2012 Mazda Demio
Hatchback

$19,990
2017 Nissan Note
E-Power Hybrid

$19,990
2017 Nissan Note
E-Power Hybrid

$19,990
2018 SsangYong Korando
Sports Auto 2WD

$26,990
2018 LDV T60
Elite 4WD Auto

$28,990
2014 Nissan Navara
ST-X 450 4WD Auto

21 Campbell street, Whitianga
Chris Ward M: 027 476 1828
Issue 1013
699 - -272 August
July 2016
2022

07 866 2499

Fiona Kettlewell M: 021 299 5506

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Page 15

Wide Format Print - Signage - Window Films - Screen Printing
WideWide
Format
Format
Print
Print
- Signage
- Signage
- Window
- Window
FilmsFilms
- Screen
- Screen
Printing
Printing

608 Port
608 Port
rd (dj's
rd (dj's
Plaza)
Plaza)

Ph 07Ph
865
076920
865 6920
/ 0204
/ 0204
222 463
222 463
whangamata@a2bsigns.co.nz
whangamata@a2bsigns.co.nz

17 Monk
17 Monk
St St

Ph 07Ph
866
072055
866 2055
/ 0204
/ 0204
222 463
222 463
Standout@a2bsigns.co.nz
Standout@a2bsigns.co.nz

1

Ph 07 866 2055
Standout@a2
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If you want more in your career,
we want you.

Introducing

J O I N R AY W H I T E

Nigel Billington
Welcome to our sales team!
Nigel was born and bred in the Waikato. He comes
from a farming background and has spent most of
his life running his agricultural business and his dairy
farm. During this time he has gained the experience
dealing with customers and ensuring they received
a quality service.

Call Nigel (but don’t wait till the cows come home)!

Issue 1013 - 2 August 2022

Nigel Billington
027 493 6615
nigel.billington@raywhite.com

White
RayRay
White
cancan
turnturn
youryour
local
knowledge
local career.
local
knowledge
into ainto
locala career.
ReubenReuben
van Dorsten
van Dorsten
021 104
6060
021
104 6060
reuben.reuben.vandorsten@raywhite.com
vandorsten@raywhite.com

rwwhitianga.co.nz
White Sands Realty Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

RAY
P R OPROUDLY
U D LY R AY
WWHITE
HITE
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Community Patrol

Crossword
© Lovatts Puzzles

Crossword Puzzle 1013
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz
to reach us by 12:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize
from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed
under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Our Community Patrol became one of The Informer’s recipients to recognise Community
Groups within Mercury Bay. We contributed by participating in an article published 8/6/22. A
sum of money was forwarded to go towards a small function for our members as a thank
you for their volunteer time. We chose a morning tea at Colenso Country Café for Monday,
25 July.
Unfortunately, inclement weather reduced the number of patrol members who intended
to participate. Mercury Bay Community Patrol plays an important role in supporting and
working with the community, to keep people and property safe. They are all volunteers and
work on a roster basis covering sections of the town, particularly areas that have recorded
vandalism or trouble in the past. They are trained and work to be a support to the local
police.
More volunteers are needed. Be sure to know that no person ever patrols alone.
Contact John Maud 027 366 4606.
Pictured are some Community Patrol members enjoy morning tea at Colenso Cafe.

DOWN
ACROSS
1. Twist out of shape
1. Suspicion
2. Lingerie items
7. Consistently
3. Molecule particle
8. Lethal
4. Chief water pipes
10. Sailor’s skill
12. Unfortunate coupling 5. Most powerful
6. Near-sighted
14. White metal
9. Licit
16. Contests, ... with
11. Star-like footnote marks
17. Tour de France 		 13. Weep
competitors
15. Openings for coins
20. Institute of higher 		 16. Bank strong-rooms
learning
18. Wisp
23. Finnish steam bath
19. Male singing voice
24. Coup
21. Slide violently
25. Glided on snow
22. Pull sharply
Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Andrea Foster

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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Stan’s Stuff

By Stan Stewart, co-owner of The Mercury Bay Informer
My Trip Down the Rabbit Hole!

who were linking all kinds of disasters (my son’s
paralysis for instance) to the virus and the vaccines.
On a small piece of paper, he wrote the address of a
website. “You have to look at this site and the video
clips,” he said. His eyes shone with the passion of an
evangelist.
I followed his lead and it led me into a bizarre world,
where the news as I know it, the world as I know it,
was turned upside down. This was not just about covid
and vaccines, but about all manner of world issues.
Serious men and women, apparently experts, said the
world I thought I was living in was an illusion. The
truth about everything was not to be found in the world
of traditional news sources but in this ‘other’ universe.
Last weekend a crowd of thousands blocked the
motorway in Auckland. It was a protest, but not about
any one thing. The people interviewed gave various
reasons for participating in the protest. Some were not
sure what they were protesting about. They were just ill
at ease with the world as it is and needed to protest. My
guess is that many of them had been ‘down the rabbit
hole’. Personally, I am sceptical about the ‘authorities’
and ‘experts’ I encountered down the rabbit hole.
Mind you, I have long been sceptical about many of
the mainstream ‘experts’. However, maybe I’m naïve
but, I am going to keep on referring to sources I have
followed over many years.
I feel for our digitally glued, younger generations.
They have access to the world’s wisdom and the
world’s libraries on their phones. But, how will they
know what is the truth about anything? I can’t criticise,
but know I must wish them well and support them in
any way I can.

Following world news - it used to be so easy. I began to
take an interest in the news, world news, national news,
international news, in my teens. Living in Victoria,
Australia, we had two main newspapers, The Sun and
The Age. They both carried the same news. The Sun
was more chatty and less detailed. The Age had the
detail and included comment and articles by experts.
And then there was the ABC (Australian Broadcasting
Commission). They broadcasted the same news,
often with a left wing bias. At the time of my teens
and during my early adult years, world news was
terrifying everyone. The cold war was heating up and
nuclear war loomed as a distinct possibility. It meant
world news was important to everyone. The various
news sources had different takes on world events but
basically they all told similar stories.
But now we have the rabbit hole, or is it rabbit holes?
With the family car having broken down for a week,
I relied on Ubers and taxis to get me to and from the
hospital where my son is a patient. It was a taxi driver
who coaxed me into going down the rabbit hole.
The term, ‘Down the rabbit hole’, has its origins in
Lewis Carroll’s classic, ‘Alice in Wonderland’. Alice
falls down a rabbit hole and enters a strange and absurd
alternative universe. A taxi driver showed me the hole
and gave me a little push down it. This chatty driver
asked me for the reason I was visiting the hospital. I
told him of my son’s paralysis and how it possibly had
something to do with Covid or the vaccines. From that
point on the conversation was deadly serious. When
we reached our destination, the driver was in no hurry
to move on. He started telling me of an alternative
universe. He told me of doctors, researchers, gurus

INSURANCE
APPROVED
REPAIRER

20% ALL HARO &
OFF GIANT BIKES
YOUR INCIDENT
SOLUTION

BMX
WAS $600 NOW $480
DUAL SUSPENSION
WAS $3,299 NOW $2,639
SINGLE SPEED
OLD SKOOL - MTB & TRAIL
LOTS OF KIDS BIKES

Please help us make room for new stock!

16 Coghill Street, Whitianga
07 866 0745

• Plastic Welding
• Courtesy Cars

7 Moewai Road, Whitianga
Daena Mclaughlin
P 07 866 0655
E daena@rdpanel.co.nz
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Sudoku

MERV GEORGE
PLUMBING
& DRAINAGE

LTD

2022

Sudoku Puzzle 1013

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or
scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 12:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please
claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under
the COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Merv George
Plumbing
Established
1983

Your local plumber for
all your plumbing and
drainage needs.

Merv George
Plumber
since
1970

• Residential
• Commercial
• New Builds
• Maintenance
• Solar

Contact the team on 027 452 1298 or mgpdwhitianga@gmail.com

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once.

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Isabel Lloyd

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
"Kei a koe tēnā." - "That’s up to you."

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at our new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page.
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Fishing Report

  

Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1182
This weeks report will come in three parts.
Parts Two and Three to follow over the next
couple of issues of The Informer.
PART ONE: Buying a used boat - what to
watch out for.
When considering a used, or new, boat, there
are a few things to look out for. What is the
boat going to be used for - occasional fishing
trips with a mate or two, family outings, lake,
river or ocean locations? It’s a bit like buying
a car, you would not buy a two seater sports
car for a family of four or five, you wouldn’t
buy a 4X4 for a run around town car, you
wouldn’t buy a 900hp performance sports
car for a new driver. The same rules apply to
buying a boat. Look for the boat that serves
your purpose in buying the boat and future
purposes.
Often, the excitement of buying your boat
can cloud your better judgement. Take time
to really decide if what you are considering is
the best option. You should always sea trail a
boat the same way you would test drive a car.
Sea trial the boat on a moderate weather day.
Buying from a boat dealership provides
protection by means of New Zealand
consumer law and the deals are usually
straight forward. Normally a dealer will have
the full history of the boat. When buying a
secondhand boat from a private individual, in
an auction or by tender, under New Zealand
law, there is no warranty and any issues will
be your responsibility.
A quick checklist. Have you:
• Decided which type of boat meets yours

and your family’s needs?
• Considered where you’ll be going boating
on a regular basis?
• Chosen a boat based on your lifestyle,
activities and the places you want to go?
• Determined how or where you will store
your boat?
• Looked into financing, insurance and
licensing needs?
• Worked with a budget to make sure you
can afford to both buy and operate your
boat?
• Taken a boat education course?
• Joined Coastguard?
• Decided on a boat?
Pay a reasonable price for the boat. Beware
of paying a cheap price for a boat that is
obviously worth a lot more. "Have I got a
deal for you mate", might indicate that the
boat is stolen. If you purchase a stolen boat
that is eventually recovered by the police,
the boat will be confiscated and you may be
charged with a criminal offence.
Locate the serial number of the outboard
motor. All outboard motors should have the
serial number on an aluminium tag or sticker
that is attached to the transom-mounting
bracket. Your suspicions should be aroused if
the sticker or the tag has been removed. Don't
accept an explanation that the tag or sticker
has fallen off. The serial number may also
be stamped into the engine frost plug that is
located in the block of the motor. You will
need to take off the engine cowling to see it.
Confirm the details of the seller.

Locate the serial number of the boat. Some
boat manufacturers attach an aluminium
tag with the serial number onto the boat. It
can sometimes be located on the dashboard
or outboard well or on the transom. Not all
boats have this tag.
Has the trailer been registered recently?
Does the registration date of the trailer
match the manufacturing date of the boat?
If the boat is being sold on an unregistered
trailer or a recently re-registered trailer, ask
why. It may be that the boat and trailer are
stolen, and the offenders have re-registered
the stolen trailer in an attempt to disguise it.
How long have they had the boat and why are
they selling it? If they have only had the boat
for a short while, it may indicate that there is
something wrong with it or that it is stolen.
Check if the trailer is stolen by conacting
your local police station with the registration
number of the trailer. They will tell you if the
trailer has been reported stolen.
Trace the boat ownership history. You
should establish the previous owner's details.
Contact them to confirm that they sold the
boat to the person selling it. The further back
you can trace the people who have owned the

boat the better. Ideally you want to go right
back to the original dealer who sold the boat
new. That way you can confirm that the boat
has not been stolen; where the sellers live and
the vehicle they drive. Don't meet the seller
in a public place or deal over a cell phone.
Check if money is owed on the boat.
The seller may have secured a loan from
a bank or finance company to buy the boat.
The bank or finance company will then have
a financial interest in the boat. This could
affect you as the new owner. You can contact
MotorWeb, Phone 0900 843 847 or 0800 843
847 or visit their web site motorweb.co.nz
(link is external). This is not a free service.
You will need the registration number of
the trailer. They will be able to tell you if
the trailer is stolen and if money is owed on
it. They may not be able to say if money is
owed on the boat, as most boats don't have
any permanent form of identification. For
this reason banks and finance company's use
the trailer as an identifiable object.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz

Thumbs
Up

To all those who
keep our public
spaces clean
and in order, from public
toilets, community parks
and spaces, rubbish and
recycling collection etc.
Thanks, we appreciate it!
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Brain Teaser - Vaki Puzzle
© Lovatts Puzzles

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1013
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email
your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz
to reach us by 12:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from
Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed under Covid-19 Alert Level 2 or lower.
Vaki Puzzle Instructions
The puzzle is solved when there is a playing card (Ace - A, King - K, Queen - Q, Jack - J) and a
suit (Diamonds - D, Hearts - H, Clubs - C, Spades - S) in each cell and each card and each suit
appears once in each row and once in each column. Each pair occurs once and only once in a
solved puzzle.

Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Binary Puzzle

Last week’s winner - Bedford Cross

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA.
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Camaraderie and comedy at men’s
coffee club
By Pam Ferla

On early mornings in Tairua there’s a bunch
of guys sitting outside ‘Out of the Blue Café’
sipping coffees, making jokes, sharing issues
and sorting out all the world’s problems.
The Coffee Club meets on 364 days of
the year around 7:00am and sometimes their
laughter can be heard across the road at the
petrol station. There’s usually about ten
blokes, sometimes up to 20, a mixed group
of tradesmen and retirees. I am told they
are all experts. There’s an expert on racing,
on horses, rugby league, yachting, fishing,
rugby, and, of course, politics. It’s a mixed
bunch, with some turning up by foot, the
occasional ute with a dead pig on the back,
and one even arriving in a Lamborghini.
Some are long-time residents of Tairua and
others more recent arrivals.
Chris Brooks says he joined as a way of
meeting locals when he first moved to Tairua.
He likes the fact that views can be shared
“without any aggro”. Some of us turn up at
seven o’clock and the rest dribble in,” he
says. His dog Rover seems to be part of the
club. The guys morphed into a regular group
about ten years ago. They chose to meet at
‘Out of the Blue’ because of its good coffee
and early morning sun (7.00am in the winter
can be very fresh). Scott Lee has a sharp
wit and reckons the group is one of the last
bastions of un-PC humour. “Some of us don’t
drink and so this is our opportunity for being
social. We discuss politics and Covid and

Sorting out the world’s problems at seven am are the guys in Tairua’s coffee club,
pictured at Out of the Blue café.
have a lot of experts in our group. Our topics
range from the war in Ukraine to the best
movies to watch and I reckon we solve all the
world’s problems.”
The fishing expert is Warren Maher, longtime president of Tairua/Pauanui Sports

Fishing Club, who happens to be standing for
Waikato Regional Council in the upcoming
elections. He says he is trying to improve
fishing and its management and stop the
pillaging of fishing stocks. The guys nod
approval, and it feels like he will get their

vote. Warren reckons they are a great bunch,
full of advice “and there are a fair number of
years of knowledge in them.” “When you’ve
left, these older guys will talk about their
medical issues,” he tells me, and that gets
them laughing.
Thames Coromandel District Council
mayor, Sandra Goudie, calls in from time
to time and the group is not shy to give her
advice. Weekend mornings may find out-oftowners joining for a coffee on their way to
their baches. “It’s a lot of fun and sometimes
the laughter is very loud,” says Scott. “If
the conversation goes quiet, then someone
suggests that David Bain is innocent. That
gets everyone going!” If you see a plate
of sandwiches on the table that means it
is someone’s birthday. They run a Lotto
sweepstake and from time to time they chip
in and raise money for local causes or help
for Fiji.
“For me, there’s a sense of belonging, says
David Fitton, the rugby league and horse
expert of the group. “And if I had any sense
I’d still be in bed,” quips Selwyn Bentley
as he joins the table. The recent All Blacks
tragedy brought a glum mood, with much
shaking of heads and the big question “So,
what do we do now?”
This early morning madness seems to
be catching. Sometimes a couple of wives
turn up before heading off for their icy dip in
the ocean.

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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'Live Well' healthy
cooking workshops

In response to a community health survey that was completed over the last year and half, the
Whitianga Seventh Day Adventist Fellowship (WSDAF) initiated the ‘LIVE WELL’ healthy cooking
classes to assist the community in their personal health journeys.
Having kicked off their first class (pictured below) earlier this month with great success, the
WSDAF will be continuing to host these classes on the first Sunday of every month from now
until November at the Whitianga Town Hall from 2:00pm to 3:30pm (7 August, 4 September,
2 October, 6 November).
With the mentality that “food is fuel to our bodies and our bodies are our greatest asset,”
LIVE WELL cooking classes aim to bring in recipes that are wholefood plant-based as much
as possible, all the while being affordable and easily available with, of course, the option to
substitute whatever alternatives participants prefer.
All for the price of a contribution towards the koha box, participants are privy to cooking
demonstrations, nutritional advice from qualified nutritionists, meal budgeting and most
excitingly, tastings. Organisations like ADRA (Adventist Disaster Relief Agency) as well as
church members will be covering the rest of the costs with donations to make these workshops
possible and available for all.
Along with the next cooking class on 7 August, a community Health Expo will also be held at the
Town Hall from 10:00am to 2:00pm on the Sunday. There will be booths that will provide for all
comers, free health screening, opportunities to ask questions, learn simple economical ways to
boost their health and acquire resources depending on their health demands.

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA.
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Buffalo Trophy Tournament
Results
and Friends at Senior Citizens Sport
Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
The Buffalo Trophy is a grand looking
trophy. It has been skilfully crafted from a
piece of wood taken from the shipwreck of
The Buffalo (offshore Buffalo Beach since
1840). This trophy is a prized possession of
the Senior citizens Club. Every year in July,
there is an Indoor Bowls Tournament and
this trophy is the winning team’s cup. This
year’s tournament was held on Monday, 25
July at the Whitianga Town Hall. Despite
lower numbers entering due to Covid and
flu ailments, the tournament proceeded with
no lack of experience and competition. The
winning team, pictured in the centre of the
photo are Skip, Ken Lack, second, Maureen
Lack, and Lead, Lionel Lawrence. Runner-up
team was Skip, Wayne McNeil, second, Tom
Marshall and Lead, Yvonne Lawrence.
Up to 30 people arrive weekly for the
programme of the Senior Citizens Club.
When the Informer arrived they were having
a hoot of a time. Members not only come
from Whitianga but also Coroglen, Cooks
Beach and other parts of Mercury Bay. Adrian

Telders, President, and Ngaire Chaney,
the Secretary/Treasurer, both agree that
companionship is the best aspect of the Club.
“We enjoy the monthly lunches, the card
games and, of course, the indoor bowls but
it’s the friendships formed and care we can
offer one another, that makes the difference,”
said Ngaire.
“I enjoy playing the card game 500 the
most and we enjoy that very much as part of
the programme. I joined the club in 1999, just
one year after I came to Whitianga as I wanted
to meet people and get to know them,” added
Adrian. “And that’s exactly what happened.”
In April 1986, an advertisement was put
in the local paper by Neil Golten, asking if
anyone was interested in forming a Senior
Citizens Group. A good response was received
and the first meeting of the Senior Citizens
was held on May 19, 1986. That’s where it all
began and the same spirit continues. If you go
along to the Whitianga Community Hall on a
Monday 1.00pm to 3:00pm you willl receive
a great welcome.

MERCURY BAY OUTDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Sunday, 31 July
A triples tournament with 10 teams competing was held
on Sunday, 31 July with the players having one or two
showers, but able to keep the astro green playable with
the use of our new super sucker roller called “JOHN”. The
winning team was Danny Goodall, Jason Dickinson and
Belinda Goodall from Coromandel. Second place went to
Pio Sheehan, Peter Mead and Des Dwight, followed in third
place by Colleen Sexton, Clive and Maisie Primrose, both
local teams. We would like to thank the sponsor, Grace
O’Malley’s, for their generous support.
MERCURY BAY CLUB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 27 July
Best of three frames
11 players came and it was Willie Jones, Forrest Littlejohn
and Ian Baumgren with two straight wins each to challenge
the finals. Forrest won the bye draw so Willie and Ian met
in the semi-final, a close encounter but Ian took the win
to challenge Forrest in the final frame. Another great
match with Ian taking a large early lead but Forrest fought
back with some great potting and took the win on the
last two balls and took home the $25 grocery voucher.
Ian Baumgren with 3 wins runner up and with two wins
were Willie Jones, Peter Challis, Doug Pascoe and Dave
Colman who also had the highest break of 30 and took
home the $50 high break pool.
Saturday, 30 July
Best of three frames 10 players were there and it was
Ian Baumgren, visitor Dennis Yates and Wayne Malcolm
with two straight wins each to challenge the finals. Dennis
won the bye and Wayne and Ian battled out the semi-final
with Ian taking the win to meet Dennis in the final frame.
A very close game but Ian had unfortunate play on the blue
which Dennis potted and then the pink to take game and
the $25 grocery voucher. Ian Baumgren (runner up) three
wins and with two wins were Wayne Malcolm, Bob Haase
and Doug Pascoe. Highest break of 28 by Peter Schultz
won him $50.
MERCURY BAY GOLF and COUNTRY CLUB
The bad weather this week meant the Golf Course had
to be closed. However, quite a bit of maintenance and
preparation for the new golf shed has been going on.
The volunteer work did not stop. Planning is in progress

Winners of Sunday's Triples tournament,
left to right: Danny Goodall, Belinda Goodall
and Jason Dickinson.
for the various men’s and women’s trophy programmes
and in mid-August, we are looking forward to the annual
Coastal Pairs being held. Good luck to all participants.
PURANGI GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Saturday 23 July
Eighteen-Hole nett
1 Lauchie Phillips 73, 2 Grant Webster 74, 3 David Young,
John Hamilton, Jeff Bright, Neil Robertson 75.
4BBB Nett Lauchie Phillips and Neil Robertson 60.
MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
July Competition Round Two - Wednesday, 27 July
1 Augusta Canegallo & Bob Schibli 67.5; 2 Robyn Hogg
& Giorgio Allemano 55.6; 3 Gavin Hedwig & Kate Palmano
54.0.
Winter Competition Round 2 - Thursday, 28 July
1 Faith Stock & Julie Rutledge 70.8, 2 Rose Tegg & Hilary
Scott 68.8, 3 Ischelle Stevenson and Pat Doube 66.7.

(Continued on page 27)

Classifieds and Public Notices
WANTED TO RENT
ELDERLY, SOLVENT, QUIET TENANT WANTING LONG TERM RENTAL
OF AN UNFURNISHED HOUSE WITH GARAGE. RENT WILL BE PAID
IN ADVANCE FOR THE FIRST YEAR. PLEASE PHONE 07 866 5806.
SITUATIONS VACANT

•
•
•
•
•

SHOP ASSISTANT - THE GLASS HOUSE EMPORIUM
25 Albert Street, Whitianga
We require a part-time shop assistant to join our busy emporium.
A minimum of two days per week plus weekend work is available.
Applicants need to:
Have excellent communication skills with customers and fellow team members.
Be able to work independently and have a “can do” attitude.
Have a neat and tidy appearance.
Be fit and healthy as some heavy lifting is required.
Be flexible with regard to working hours and weekend rosters.
Product knowledge of harberdashery and/or hardware would be an advantage,
but not essential.
Please apply by either emailing theglasshouse25@yahoo.com
or calling instore giving us a brief description of yourself
and your previous work experience.

KIWIFRUIT PRUNERS WANTED
Outdoor work until August, located in Coroglen. Full training provided.
Starting at $21.20/hour. Call Jen on 021 127 9174
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Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.
Ph: 0800 944 660
STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
CONTAINER IT SELF STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

CHURCH SERVICES

WINDOW CLEANING

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presby/Methodist Church

WORK WANTED

Albert St Whitianga (Est.1898)

COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am
Come, join us! Bring the family!
Parish Secretary: ph 022 132 2061
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying, Public & Private,
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.
Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

LAND AVAILABLE
GRAZING AVAILABLE
Trough water, up to 80 head.
Phone 021 063 2037

All welcome
WHITIANGA SDA FELLOWSHIP
First Saturday of the month 10:00am,
at the Town Hall.
Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069
Community Representative
Pr Axel 021 327 003

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$130 cube delivered
Phone 027 594 2155
GUM FIREWOOD
$160/cube
Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Shed stored $130/m3
Free delivery Whitianga,
Kūaotunu, Matarangi,
Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033
or (07) 867 1361

(021) 781 081

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS
SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT
VERNA (027) 320 0079
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com
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WORK WANTED

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.
Phone (07) 866 3026
or text (027) 866 3026

THE BESS HANDZ
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS
Alterations, repairs,
zip and hem service.
Phone 866 5277.

HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash,
fences, driveway, patios soft-wash for best moss and lichen
clean and treatment,
exterior window cleaning
or general waterblasting,
100m hose so access no problem.
Cover the whole peninsula.
Phone 0800 747 787
or Andy direct 027 313 4386

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing.
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678
or 027 320 1703.

GARAGE SALE

5 WAI-ITI TERRACE
Saturday, 6 and
Sunday, 7 August
9:00am to 3:00pm
Household items, tools etc.
The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511
COROMANDEL GARAGE DOORS
For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188
Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz

WANTED

VEHICLES
WANTED

Top cash paid for any
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,
damaged, de-registered,
mechanical problem,
no WOF - we buy it.

Call 0800 333 398
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Sport Results

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
(Continued from page 25)
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Week Three of Cooks Beach Pairs
Tuesday, 26 July 2022
Results:1 Bev Dickie and Pauline Groenedaal 62.50,
2 Robyn and Peter Hogg 56.94, 3 Barry Scott and Judie
Johnson 52.78.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 25 July
North/South: 1 Nolene Kirkpatrick and Celia Young 56.85.
2 Ron Baker and Rob Stewart 53.13. 3 Jo Feasey and
Doreen Wernham 51.04.
East/West: 1 Lee Hughes and Sonia Botica 61.88,
2 Jenny Prince and Joan Mcneill 60.00, 3 Chris Death and
Liz Young 55.00.
MERCURY BAY FOOTBALL CLUB
Little Kickers
It was a joyful sight to see five to seven year olds, all
uniformed and surrounded by affirming parents running
to kick the ball, sometimes into the opposite team’s goal.
The coaches work very hard to enthusiastically guide
them in the learning of the skills and rules of the game.
Everyone is smiling - children, parents, pets, and now and
again, the coaches. If you feel like a pick-up of the spirit,
then head for the Sports Park on Saturday morning and
look for the Little Kickers and cheer them on.

Under 10’s
After a holiday break and some wet weather both sets of
players were chomping at the bit as Mercury Bay hosted
Tairua U10's. And what a great game to welcome everyone
back. Both teams were committed in their tackling and
defending, and there were plenty of moments of creative
passing, attacking pressure and teamwork. Mercury Bay
players of the day were Harry and Charlotte, who both did
really well in goal and on the field.
Tairua Under 10’s also played well and enjoyed the
competitiveness of Mercury Bay. Players of the Day: Chloe
Barnett, Lyric Dunn and Levi Hartung.
Junior Mixed
They played Thames away on Saturday. The team
struggled in the first half, clearly showing the effects of
not training or playing for several weeks. The score was
5-1 at half time, but they started playing more as a team
and displayed the skills we know they have, fighting back
before losing 6-4. Goal scorers were Benjamin Eady with a
hattrick and an own goal. Stand out players included Sam
Chamberlain, Oliver Anderson and Chloe Jones.
Red Devils Social Game
On Sunday afternoon there was a friendly game for the
Red Devils. As well as wishing a long term club member
Freda Ngahuia all the best on her travels, the club was also
pleased to host their first group of international students
again since the long break of almost three years due to

Covid. Mercury Bay Football Club has a long history with
the international language students and Red Devils teams
have always benefited from an array of players from all
across the world. Most of the kids who’ve been training
with us recently are from Japan and there were plenty of
skills on show. However today was all about Freda, and
she definitely stood out with a couple of well taken goals,
despite some high calibre keeping from Paolo ‘the Cat’ in
goal. Carl Gubb, who was Freda’s coach for a number of
years, presented her with a MBFC hoodie before kai was
shared to say goodbye.
Red Devils train 6:00pm Wednesday at the Moewai Sports
Park if any new players would like a social run about.
DON’T forget to click the link to buy a ticket to win a

chance to go to the World Cup. For every $20 ticket
sold, $10 goes to the Mercury Bay Football Club. Go to
www.footballfoundation.org.nz then click on the link that
says BUY a Ticket, select WAIBOP for the region, then
select Mercury Bay Club. Thank you.
Mercury Bay area School Junior Mixed Football
The team played Thames away on Saturday. They struggled
in the first half, clearly showing the effects of ‘not trained
or played’ for several weeks. Behind 5-1 at halftime,
MBAS started to play more as a team and displayed the
skills we know they have fighting back before losing 6-4.
Goal scorers were Benjamin Eady with a hattrick and an
own goal. Stand out players included Sam Chamberlain,
Oliver Anderson and Chloe Jones.

Under 10’s Tairua Football team and Under 10’s Mercury Bay Football team.

Photo left: Sammy Colman loves football and loves playing for his team.
Photo right: Mercury Bay vs Whenuakite Little Kickers in action on Saturday.

cinemas
MERCURY TWIN

1a Lee Street,
Whitianga
Phone 867 1001

The home of

BIG SCREEN
t

entertainmen
del
an1001
orom
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For our latest screening schedule and trailers go to
Or
follow
us on:

www.mercurytwincinemas.com
https://www.facebook.com/MTCWhitianga
https://www.instagram.com/mtc_mercurytwincinemas

TEST
DRIVE
NOW

15 Cambell Street, Whitianga
07 866 2245 or 027 4736114
www.autobarnwhitianga.co.nz

Autobarn are your
Isuzu Parts &
Service Agency
on the Coromandel
Peninsula

• Repairs • Servicing • Diagnostics
• Warrant of Fitness • Batteries
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Paeroa 07 862 8715 | Thames 07 868 9591
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AEROVIEW GARDEN CENTRE
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382 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames (plenty of parking)
(07) 868 7960

Asparagus, yams,
Māori seed potatoes AND...
21 VARIETIES OF SEED POTATOES
ARRIVING THE FIRST WEEK
OF AUGUST!

OPEN 7 DAYS
8:30AM - 5:00PM

*Shoppers must present NZ SuperGold Card in their name to be eligible
for discount. Photo ID may also be required. $20 minimum spend excludes
spend on alcohol, gift cards, prepaid debit cards, travel card top ups, phone
card top ups and tobacco products. This offer may end at any time without
warning. For full terms and conditions talk to a staff member.

