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Culture weaving people together

Distributed throughout the Coromandel Peninsula, coast to coast from Thames to north of Colville - www.theinformer.co.nz

By Francesca Dowling

No one knows better than the Te Roopu Mahi 
Kākahu group how culture weaves people 
together. Not only were people gathered at 
The Lost Springs last Friday to enjoy the 
newly instated public holiday, but also to 
view the cultural garments that the Te Roopu 
Mahi Kākahu weaving group presented to 
the crowds on Matariki, known as kākahu. 
It also happened to be the group's one year 
anniversary, which they wanted to share 
with the public on Māori New Year, the day 
of reflection, planning and sharing.

Each weaver presented what they had 
woven over the past year, including a full 
sized kākahu and a smaller one between 

11:00am and 3:00pm where audience 
members and onlookers were privy to 
demonstrations and an impressive catwalk. 
With each viewing of a members’ kākahu 
a bio was read out of what their mahi 
symbolised to and about the individual 
weaver. To say it was a moving ceremony 
would be an understatement. Many members 
chose to weave their kākahu’s with their 
whakapapa and whānau in mind, weaving a 
cloak that tells of where they come from and 
essentially who they are.

Alan Hopping, owner of The Lost Springs, 
who generously rented out the venue for the 
weaving group free of charge, comments 

that he was “absolutely moved” by the 
event. “We are so privileged to have been 
able to have provided the venue today,” says 
Alan. “I am inspired and humbled by the Te 
Roopu Mahi Kākahu weaving group’s work. 
It makes you realise how much more we can 
do to bring Māori events to the forefront of 
people’s minds. I would love to be able to 
help facilitate this further in the future.”

“I’m so proud of all of our members today 
who showed off their stunning work,” says 
expert weaver and kaiako (teacher) of the 
Te Roopu Mahi Kākahu weaving group, 
Deborah Phillips. “I also feel extremely 
blessed that we were able to celebrate our 

very first officially recognised Matariki with 
everyone at the beautiful Lost Springs. Even 
the fact that we now have the opportunity to 
go to cultural events where Māori art is out in 
the public and is celebrated is an incredible 
milestone that everyone who participated 
should be very proud of.” Deborah reveals 
the exciting news that the Te Roopu Mahi 
Kākahu weaving group will now have space 
to introduce two new members every month 
into their weekly classes and if anyone is 
interested to reach out to Whitianga Social 
Services. “We also plan to make this an 
annual event, bigger and better too.”

Members of Te Roopu Mahi Kākahu weaving group, from the left: Susan Griffiths, Adrienne Jervis, Bess Kingi Edmonds,  
Sandy Gaskell, Jo Kaaho, Vicki Southon, Deborah Phillips. Front: Pounamu Ngauamo.
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 28 June to Wednesday, 6 July: Five planets are again visible in the morning sky, all in a line since they orbit the Earth along the same 
plane. Matariki sits just above brilliant Venus at dawn and gets a bit higher and thus easier to view each day. Venus is the brightest followed by 
Jupiter, Mercury, Saturn and Mars. The International Space Station (ISS) makes several good passes again this week, all in the evening. However, 
as usual the exact times can change if the ISS has to be moved to avoid space junk. 
Tuesday 28 June: Just at dawn the Moon is very low on the eastern horizon with Mercury, then brilliant Venus and then Matariki above.  
Jupiter and Saturn are even higher up. Wednesday 29 June: At dawn, Saturn lies high overhead with bright Jupiter a bit lower down and 
then bright Venus and faint Mercury towards the eastern horizon. Monday, 4 July: We have a low ISS pass tonight in the SW from 6:17pm.  
Tuesday, 5 July: There will be a bright but brief ISS pass tonight from 7:07pm in the SE just before it passes into the Earth’s shadow.  
Wednesday, 6 July: A good ISS pass from 6:22pm in the SW.

What’s happening in the night sky?

Tairua’s Fire Brigade calls out  
for new members
By Pam Ferla

As a youngster did you dream of driving a 
fire engine, lights flashing, sirens wailing, a 
cool uniform and a buzz of excitement? Well, 
you may make that dream a reality if you talk 
to Tairua’s Volunteer Fire Brigade chief, who 
is on the lookout for new members to join 
his team.

Fire chief Chris New says there are currently 
around fifteen members in the brigade and 
they need more.

They get called out to house fires, scrub 
fires and motor accidents, as well as ‘purple 
calls’, which are life-threatening situations. 
They deal with faulty alarms, cars rolled over, 
gas leaks from cylinders and the occasional 
plane crash. They also assist the ambulance 
service. Sometimes the brigade is called to 
help in other areas such as Whangamata and 
Cooks Beach. Chris says most accidents 
“aren’t messy’ and often involve getting 
people out that are trapped in cars, using the 
brigade’s specialised equipment. If you have 
a heart attack and phone for an ambulance, 
it’s likely the fire brigade will turn up, as 
about 50 percent of Tairua’s call-outs are now 
medical. “House fires are always exciting and 
there have been some big ones in the area. 
And as far as road accidents are concerned, 
I can remember all the fatalities,” says Chris.  
One of the most challenging fires in recent 
years was at Pumpkin Hill. It took a couple 
of days to extinguish and required evacuation 
of residents.

Over the past year up to June 17, Tairua 
Volunteer Fire Brigade attended sixteen motor 
vehicle crashes, fifteen medical incidents, 
six property fires, six assistance at helicopter 

landing zones and two vegetation fires. It 
has also been called out to one hazardous 
substance incident, three unspecified calls 
and five false alarms. The brigade attended 54 
incidents over 365 days.
Training
Chris says training has now become very 
important and helps members reach a high 
standard of efficiency. Teamwork is also 
important. Members need to be reasonably 
fit and undergo a medical check and police 
checks to join up. A HT licence is also required 
to become a driver, as well as completion 
of an emergency driving course. As well as 
those on ‘the front line’, the brigade also has 
members for operational support and assisting 
with things like traffic management.  “When 
someone joins the brigade they become part 
of a huge family, locally and nationally. Some 
members like to check out their colleagues 
in other brigades when travelling in another 
area.” Although the fire siren wakes up the 
community in the middle of the night, residents 
do become aware that there are people in their 
community who jump out of bed, sometimes 
in atrocious weather, to help others in distress. 
And often the distressed person can hear the 
siren and feels relief that help is on the way. 
Response times can make a big difference to 
outcomes, especially when lives are in danger. 
As well as the fire appliance, the Tairua 
brigade has a First Response vehicle with 
medical equipment.

“Our aim is to get out the door as fast as we 
can, and if we are going to a cardiac arrest then 
this vehicle goes first and gets there quicker.” 
Some incidents end up with patients needing Tairua Volunteer Fire Brigade chief, Chris New, is looking for new members to join the brigade.
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the Westpac air ambulance and Chris has high 
praise for this helicopter service, pointing out 
that a local patient may get to hospital sooner 
than someone who lives in the city. “And if 
you live in Hamilton or Auckland region, then 
the helicopter may take you to the hospital 
closer to your home, which means you are 
closer to your family support.”

When driving to an emergency with lights 
flashing and sirens going, the truck is allowed 
to do up to 25kms over the speed limit. The 
fire truck has a huge pump and can delivery 
2,000 litres of water.  “I remember the first 
time I drove the fire truck”, Chris chuckles. 
“I had to go down a long driveway and I got 
stuck! Not a good start.”
Deadly smoke
Experience has shown Chris how quickly and 
fiercely a fire can grow, and how important it 
is to have working smoke alarms in a building 
and make a habit of regularly testing them. “If 
you can smell smoke in the house or the fire 
alarms goes off, identify the problem and then 
get out and dial 111. Most people don’t realise 
how fast smoke can travel, and that when 
asleep, you can’t smell it. Smoke inhalation 
gets you immediately and there are many 
things in a house, like plastics, that are very 
toxic to breathe. Fire fighters have to identify 
the cause of fires that they go to. If we don’t 
know, or it’s a serious fire, we get a fire safety 
officer to investigate. They are good at this. 
I’ve been on a fire investigation course and it’s 
very interesting and technicaI. It’s important, 
because identifying the cause can lead to 
actions that save lives in the future.” 

Brigade members, Ricky Tawa and Mark 
Cory-Wright, have achieved nationally, 

winning first place in the New Zealand 
Hose Running Championships a few years 
ago. Asked why he got involved, Chris said 
when he arrived in Tairua he wanted to put 
something back in to the community. It is 
nearly 40 years since his first call-out and he 
admits he still feels a rush of adrenalin when 
the siren goes.

“I really want to stress the importance of us 
having the local fire brigade and ambulance 
service in our town. Some people don’t seem 
to have time to give their time, and that’s sad. 
The big thing is that if we didn’t have those 
services in Tairua a lot of people would not 
be able to live here. But if everyone put some 
of their time back into this community, what 
a difference it would make to this wonderful 
place that we live in.” Chris has served two 
terms on Tairua/Pauanui Community Board 
and is currently deputy chair. He recently 
retired from his plumbing business and 
appreciates the support of his wife Gail, who 
is ex-secretary treasurer of the fire brigade. 

Ex fire chief, Warwick Brooks, has 
researched the early history of Tairua’s fire 
brigade, including information from Francis 
Bennett’s book “Tairua”. Following several 
huge fires in the area, the minutes of Kauri 
Timber Mill Company in 1889 recorded, 
‘a fire brigade had recently been formed. 
However, following the demise of the timber 
company, the ‘on site’ brigade appears to have 
suffered the same fate.’ Six decades later, 
in 1963, a holiday bach burnt to the ground 
and this was the catalyst for the forming of 
Tairua’s modern brigade.

For information on joining the brigade 
contact Chris New, 0274987231.

Tairua’s Fire  
Brigade
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The Fire Siren
Sponsored by Safety + Apparel - tel 0800 726 726

Roadshow is a First for the 
Bed & Breakfast Association
Bed and breakfast operators are being invited  to ‘create connections’ at a roadshow series 
specifically designed for hosted accomodation around Aotearoa New Zealand through July and early 
August.  There will be nine locations and the nearest local event for Mercury Bay and the Coromandel 
Peninsula Area is at Thames on Kirkwood, Thames, on Wednesday, 6 July from 9.30am to 3.30pm. 
Members of Bed & Breakfast Association are free to attend.  
This roadshow is about connecting with each other, the industry and guests.” Donna Brooke, Bed 
and Breakfast Association New Zealand President, says. The annual  Bed and Breakfast conference 
for 2022 was cancelled but many were keen to have  a chance to meet in person.  So the Association 
has teamed up with a digital marketing company and association sponsor, Tomahawk, to provide 
these events for upskilling and networking to hosted accomodation providers in their own regions. 
The roadshow will also include updates form Tourism New Zealand and the local regional tourism 
organisations on international, national and regional marketing trends and information.  Brooke 
said, “Hosted accomodation businesses are a niche but important part of the tourism industry. They  
offer personalised and exclusive experiences to high value visitors, whom they are looking forward 
to welcoming back as the tourism industry rebuilds. The Roadshow is a first for us and we are 
extremely excited to be teaming up with Tomahawk to bring this day of networking and education 
specifically designed for hosted accomodation.  For us as an Association, it is all about the people 
and we look forward to reconnecting at the Creating Connections Roadshow 2022. It will be a superb 
opportunity to both upskill and network with other accomodation hosts in each area.”
For more information, go.tia.org.nz

June was a very steady month for the 
Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade with 
thirteen calls for assistance. With the rough 
weather, we were called twice to trees 
blocking roads  and responded to people 
caught in flood waters. We had a small 
garage fire and were called to a car fire that 
was out on arrival. We had a chimney fire 
that got into the roof  causing concern. We 
assisted Ambulance twice and responded to 

four Motor Vehicle Accidents. The number 
of car accidents is concerning, all of them 
preventable. With the winter weather, please 
drive to the conditions and slow down. With 
the colder nights,  people have the fire or 
heater going, so keep everything at least a 
metre from the heater.
Stay safe.
Derek Collier
Deputy Chief Fire Officer
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Stan’s Stuff
By Stan Stewart, co-owner of The Mercury Bay Informer

OuR CARS WIll BuRy uS!
In a world of ever more luxurious seats I have the best chair. It is endlessly 
adjustable,  both base and back, and it is heated – two different modes. I can 
toast my bottom and maintain the back at a warm glow. On warmer days my 
seat can be surrounded with a cooling whisper or lively breeze, whichever I 
prefer. And as I sit there I have surround sound of utmost clarity. Sitting on 
my gorgeous chair, I have heard notes in my classical favorites, I have never 
heard before.
This seat is stock standard issue in my 8-year-old Honda. Even our mundane 
cars have luxurious fittings which surpass the comfort and sensual 
experience of anything we can buy for our lounge room. I can remember 
when cars were sold based on horsepower or 0-to-60 acceleration. Now the 
selling points are the latest creature comforts. Even as I write, I am sure 
car designers are dreaming up some new features which will pamper and 
please enough to sell the ‘new model’. What will these be? Seats which not 
only mould you but also massage you. Or what about perfume that puffs 
automatically at the slightest hint of sweaty odour or any other bodily smell?
Recently, I followed a lamborghini ($200,000NZ ) for ten kilometres as we crawled through Auckland 
traffic. I wondered if his seats were comfier and his sound system clearer. I will never find out because 
my days of getting into close-to-the-ground sports cars are over.
Whatever! We love our cars. I bought my first car on my 18th birthday and obtained my full license on the 
same day (the earliest it can be obtained in Australia). My 1927 Riley 9 had no comfort but it bestowed on 
me prestige amongst the members of our youth group, especially the females.
Now days every teen I know, just like I was, wants a car as soon as legally possible. The driveways and 
front lawns of many homes are primarily parking spaces for the family cars. And where will it end? Our 
streets and communities are being cannibalized by car parking spaces. Sometimes I think the needs of 
the car receive more consideration than the needs of people!
I saw the sign above near the hospital where I have been living (almost) for the past eight weeks.  
I don’t know the area it refers to but I agree with the sentiment. Our love affair with our own car has to cool 
down. In my last months in Auckland I was beginning to be infatuated with buses and trains. 
I realise they are quite the best places for people-watchers like me.
I have been thinking. Imagine in my dotage I became rich and famous (that would be a joke) and I had a 
big funeral (not likely - I am a scatter my ashes to the wind type), I know exactly where I would like my 
burial plot. It would be on the lawn under the spreading Pohutukawa with an unobstructed view of the 
train tracks. But how would the crowds of mourners get there? There are only ten parking spaces. They 
would have to walk and for some that would be a long way.
 And our precious, pampered cars would look on smiling. “If they want the kind of comfort we can give, 
they should dig up the lawn and lay more bitumen. These humans need to get their priorities right.”
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Ask Andy
Another column by Andy, the Informer contributor who answers queries about 
anything in everyday language that everyone can understand. When asked, Andy will 
answer every question that is sent to info@theinformer.co.nz with “Attention Andy” 
in the subject line. Questions are welcome from all Informer readers.
Today, Andy is answering the question, “Who and what will we be voting for in the 
upcoming local body elections?”

The basics
The local body elections will be here soon, 
and for the benefit of Informer readers who 
aren’t sure about how the process works, here 
are some basic facts.

Residents of the Coromandel fit into 
Thames-Coromandel District Council.

In New Zealand, local government elections 
are conducted by a postal ballot which means 
every enrolled voter will get a voting form 
in the post. These will be sent out between 
Thursday, 16 September and Tuesday,  
21 September and must be returned by 12 
noon on Saturday, 8 October, either by post 
or to public places like libraries, which 
hopefully will be listed on your voting form.
Who can vote?  
Anyone who lives in the district can vote 
provided they are on the electoral roll. 

If you live in another district, but own 
a property and pay rates in the Thames-
Coromandel District Council area, you can 
vote where you live and you can apply to vote 
as a non-resident ratepayer in TCDC.   
Who are we voting for?
On your ballot paper you will be asked to 
vote for:
• The Mayor (note: the Deputy Mayor is 

appointed by the Mayor)

• Your Ward (local area) Councillor(s). 
The number of Councillors is different in 
each ward, depending on population:

 Coromandel-Colville Ward has one  
 Councillor.
 Mercury Bay Ward has three   
 Councillors
 South East Ward has two    
 Councillors.
 Thames Ward has three Councillors.
• Four candidates for the Community 

Board in the area in which you live, 
which are:

 Coromandel-Colville Community   
 Board, Mercury Bay Community   
 Board, Tairua Pauanui Community   
 Board, Whangamata Community   
 Board, Thames Community Board.
What’s the difference between Councillors 
and Community Board members?
Council is the “Governing Body” which makes 
all the big decisions such as TCDC’s Plans 
and policies, setting the budget (including 
any rates increases) and what funds are 
allocated to what Council function, making 
by-laws and monitoring the performance of 
the Chief Executive, who in turn employs all 
other Council employees. 

Council decisions are made by a majority 
of the Councillors (including the Mayor).  
The Community Boards are focused 
more on their local communities and are 
delegated powers and budgets by Council 
to represent their neighbourhoods and 
advocate for facilities and spending that 
those neighbourhoods think are important.  
Among the areas of responsibility that TCDC 
has delegated to community boards are 
harbour facilities, community halls, airfields, 
public conveniences, community grants, 
local roading, parks and reserves, libraries, 
swimming pools and cemeteries.
So what does the Mayor do?
The Mayor has all the same duties as 

Councillors, but has extra powers which  
include chairing Council meetings,  
advocating for the district eg to the 
Government, being the spokesperson 
for Council and providing leadership to 
Councillors.  

As well as being responsible for appointing 
the Deputy Mayor (who has to be an elected 
Councillor), the Mayor can set up Council 
Committees, appoint Chairs of those 
Committees and lead the development of 
plans, policies and budgets that Councillors 
get to vote on. 

If you want more detail, there is much more 
information on the TCDC website at this link: 
tcdc.govt.nz/Your-Council/Elections.
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Thinking about thinking 
Brandolini’s law and Hitchens’s razor

The ninth in a series of articles where 
Whitianga resident, Max Ross, is exploring 
the way we think.
In the current worldwide political 
environment, truth seems to not be as 
important as it once was and powerful 
people are lying and getting away with it 
all the time. The law and the razor in this 
week’s article explore why this might be.

Brandolini’s law, which is particularly 
relevant in the time of the internet, states, 
“The amount of energy needed to refute 
bullshit is in order of magnitude, bigger 
than to produce it.”  It is named after an 
Italian programmer, Alberto Brandolini, 
who coined the law in 2013.

He came up with this law after watching 
Silvio Berusconi in a television debate 
move from one lie to the next at such 
a pace that he could not be caught out 
in a meaningful way. It is difficult to 
debunk false or malicious or misleading 
information. This is why the spread of false 
news and conspiracy theories is so difficult 
to combat. Often, once debunked, the same 
false information crops up again, later. This 
is not a new rule. Similar statements have 
been made in the past. Mark Twain said 
in 1906, “How easy it is to make people 
believe a lie, and how hard it is to undo that 
work again.”                                                                                                                                         

In 2005, Russian physicist, Sergey 
Lopatnikov, anonymously published a 
definition which pointed out that if every 
paragraph of a book requires a chapter to 
refute it and each chapter a book to refute 

the chapter, then any book written cannot 
be refuted. It would take too much time 
and effort to write and read the refutation.

In the internet age it is very cheap, in both 
time and money, to publish and distribute 
false information, which is why this law 
is so relevant to the internet. Checking 
sources and looking for evidence becomes 
easier on the internet. However, it’s still 
harder than spreading the misinformation.

Another way to state Brandolini’s law 
is that liars prosper. This is not the best 
message to deliver. Hopefully, being 
aware of this law will help us to understand 
what might be happening when we hear 
the liars.  Another tool that may help is 
Hitchens’s razor.

A philosophical razor is a rule of thumb 
that helps us to think about things in a 
useful way. The razor allows us to shave 
off possibilities or ways of thinking that 
are not useful. A razor that helps us to not 
waste time on things is Hitchens’s razor 
which states, “That which can be asserted 
without evidence can be dismissed without 
evidence.” This razor was created to help 
an atheist dispute religious arguments in 
2007, but like all ideas, this was not its first 
use. There is a latin proverb that states, 
“What is freely asserted can be freely 
deserted”.

This razor reminds us that the burden of 
evidence in a debate or theory rests with 
the person raising the point or the theory. 
Perhaps by using this razor we can help to 
counteract Brandolini’s law.
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The lifeblood of our community
It is often said that volunteers are ‘unsung heroes”. By that we mean that in contrast to the volunteer, 
many people are celebrated and favoured because their heroism is noticeable and acclaimed and society 
has sung the tune to them of ‘thank you and we are proud of you”. 
The volunteer is not generally in that position. So we call them unsung heroes but actually, these people 
don’t think about being sung to in that way. Their motivation, their drive and achievements follow a 
different tune. They intentionally decide they want to make a difference, whether anyone notices or not. 
underpinning that, is a conscious or subconscious understanding that believing in, and loving, humanity 
is the basis of the life they want to lead. It’s a different inner song and it beats a stronger rhythm than the 
need for public acclaim and recognition. Certainly, they appreciate and deserve thanks but what is thrilling 
for them is when others volunteer to join them. That is the way goodness and human development are 
perpetuated in society. Once it was the cornerstone of democracy. let’s see where this goes in the future.    
The people we have written about today are volunteers in a particular area. They are not waiting for a 
future. They are defining what’s possible. They have different enthusiasms and skills but that conscious 
decision to use their passion to make a difference in their own time without payment, makes them heroes 
in the true sense.

(Continued on page 14)

Ian MacDonald
Ian literally had no idea why he’d been invited 
to the Mercury Bay Community Boardroom, 
where Thames-Coromandel District Council 
presented the volunteer awards were 
presented, but perhaps he shouldn’t have 
been surprised. 

In 2006, Bruce Smith was hoping to 
establish a conservation project around 
the Rings Beach area. Ian MacDonald 
thought that sounded like a good idea, and 
immediately became involved.

Today the Rings Beach Wetland Group 
boasts a conservation area of around 270 
hectares. As many as 30 volunteers are 
involved in planting native trees, building 
and maintaining walking tracks and other 
amenities in the area. The popularity of the 
tracks is increasing year-on-year, but the 
last count was 19,000 people are using the 
walking tracks annually.

The group has now planted more than 

5,000 native trees, with mixed results. The 
most successful species have included Totora, 
Rimu and Tanekaha trees. The oldest of these 
trees are now between 3 and 4 metres tall, and 
tree planting is ongoing.

A key function of the project has been 
the trapping of predators, but Ian notes that 
trapped rodents and possums are on the 
decline, and no doubt that’s the secret to the 
burgeoning bird population. 

Bird life seems to be flourishing alongside 
the human population in the area. When the 
group initially looked at introducing Kiwi 
reared in captivity to the area, they were 
surprised to find that there were already Kiwi 
living there, using the same tracks at night 
that people were walking during the day. 
Current estimates are that there are 16 Kiwi 
living in the area, and the Kiwi population is 
closely monitored by DOC. 

Also growing is the population of rare 
native Fernbirds, or Matata. These strongly 
territorial birds are flourishing in the wetlands 
now, with several breeding pairs evident there.

Overwhelmed by the recognition he’s 
received, Ian is quick to point to the team of 
volunteers and others that support the project 
Rings Beach Wetland project.

Megan Hensen
Megan Hensen admits she was initially 
“blown away” by the recognition she received 
from the Mercury Bay Community Board in 
recognition of her services as a volunteer in 
the community. 

Megan has been a stalwart of the local 
SeniorNet group, where she has held treasury 
and lately chairperson roles. “Once they 

catch you, you can’t get out,” she jokes, but 
she is one of a dedicated team of volunteers 
in SeniorNet. Currently the organisation has 
about 80 members in the Whitianga area, 
with five dedicated tutors. 

They assist mainly elderly people with 
digital literacy, which has become more 
important than ever with the disappearance 
of banks from the area. Aside from on-line 
banking, many people now take advantage of 
on-line shopping, and New World staff were 
recently on-hand to help members navigate 
their shopping app and website. Generally 
SeniorNet courses are run in small groups, 
but they also offer one-on- one tuition where 
it’s required.

Ian MacDonald

Megan Hensen

By John Pratt
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Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

ONLINE POLL FOR JUNE 2022
Do you favour a tax on petrol/diesel vehicles to  
encourage the purchase of electric vehicles?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

The Mercury Bay Informer is subject to the principles of the New Zealand 
Media Council. Please contact us first if you have concerns about any 
of the editorial content published in The Informer. If we were unable to 
address your concerns to your satisfaction, you can file a complaint with 
the New Zealand Media Council, PO Box 10 879, Wellington 6143 or  
mediacouncil.org.nz.
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See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Five AM crowd gathers for sky viewing at Kūaotunu
It’s 5am Sunday, 26 June and I have arrived at 
the Kūaotunu Domain next to the tennis courts 
and library. There is quite a crowd gathering in 
the darkness. People are wearing LED lights on 
head bands or carrying LED torches.  I counted 
62 shadows – there’s a lot of people and quite 
a few children.  I’m greeted by a 6 year old 
‘worker, Thomas Scorgie’ as he described 
himself), and told enthusiastically that there 
are sausages. 

I have come to what is a public viewing 
event (of the skies) coinciding with Matariki 
and organised  by a group involved with the 
Dark Sky Community Project of Kūaotunu 
Peninsula.  

The feature in the darkness is a line-up of 
people eager to gaze through one of two 
specially mounted telescopes; one belonging 
to Alastair Brickell and the other to Edward 
Scorgie, both members of the Dark Sky 
Kūaotunu Community. There was a third 
telescope set up by a member of the public.  
Between 5am and 7am, one telescope is set to 
enable viewers to see planet Jupiter, bright and 
glowing with four of Jupiter’s moons all in a 
straight line. A closer peering reveals two of 
Jupiter’s bands of cloud.  The other telescope 
is set to highlight planet Saturn.  Later, when 
the dawn is almost upon us, the telescopes are 
set to view the crescent moon.  It is wondrous, 
exciting and awe inspiring. 

 The line looks more like  a crowd standing 
around, munching on a sausage, sipping hot 
coffee and chatting, whilst they await their 
turn at the telescope. Alastair Brickell, nimbly 
on his knees, directs each one to get the best 
view. Conversation covers more than the stars 
and the planets; there is talk about planting and 
re-planting, sand dune reclamation, shorelines. 
Everyone is urged to take a leaflet on The Dark 
Sky Community Project as well as a copy of a 
June Evening Sky Map supplied by Stargazers.  

Chris Severne, Chairperson, and Paul 
Cook, Treasurer, of the Opito Bay Residents 

and Ratepayers Association (OBRA), spoke 
enthusiastically about the support needed to 
bring the official Dark Sky recognition for 
Kūaotunu Peninsula to a reality.  They have 
10 years  applied for funding from various 
bodies and are on track. This project to make 
Kuaotunu Peninsula an official Dark Sky 
Community under the International Dark Sky 
Association has the support of all the residents 
and rate payers’ associations in the area 
and everyone is working together under the 
umbrella of the Kūaotunu Peninsula Biosphere 
Working Group. 

Many people helped to make the Sunday 
morning, 26 June memorable but the force 
behind the energy of success is Alastair 
Brickell.  His passion for the stars, his extensive 
knowledge of the sky and his affinity with the 
means to see them (telescopes), all stream out 
in the excited verbal but visual descriptions of 
what to behold at any point when looking up 
at the clear night sky.  Everyone enjoyed the 
dawn experience and learned something new. 
Eighty percent of the world’s population do 
not see the stars. Many international visitors 
to New Zealand have never seen The Milky 

Way. To establish the Kūaotunu Peninsula as 
a Dark Sky Community does not require any 
great human feat,  as the clear skies and stars 
and galaxies are already there, but the people 
who live on the Kūaotunu Peninsula will have 
ten years once Dark Sky Community status 
is achieved to ensure exterior lights comply 
with new lighting regulations.  Most already 
do, thus enabling everyone to enjoy the skies 
unabated  by settlement and industry.

“The organising group feels very encouraged 
by the high level of support locals have shown 
for the Dark Sky Project as seen by the high 
numbers turning out on a cool winter morning 
at 5am!  This augers well for the future of the 
project.” said Alastair Brickell. “It was also 
very special to be able to hold it this year in 
conjunction with the first Matariki public 
holiday weekend, when the whole country is 
celebrating what can be seen in the night sky. 
We are hoping to hold these events on a regular 
basis with one at Kūaotunu over Matariki 
weekend next year and another mid-summer at 
Opito or Otama,”Alastair concluded.

Stargazers has recently been approached 
by an international group operating with 
the European Space Agency (ESA). They 
are part of a worldwide collaboration that 
is now looking for a dark sky location in 
northern New Zealand to site a robotically 
operated telescope to search for space junk 
and potentially dangerous asteroids heading 
our way. Space junk is a very serious and 
growing problem as even small pieces of 
debris about 1mm in size have the impact 
of a rifle bullet if they hit another satellite.  
Pieces 1cm in size pack the energy of a hand 
grenade due to the extremely high speeds at 
which they are travelling. It is possible that 
Stargazers may not be the ideal site for this 
venture due to slow internet connection speeds 
but other sites within the Kūaotunu Peninsula 
Dark Sky Community with faster internet are  
being explored.

Alastair Brickell explains planet Jupiter and its moons to eager viewers. Photo by Kevin Crawford.

By Pauline Stewart
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Cleaning out the cupboards at the Informer, we came across this glass plate print of a family 
group. It may be Frances Saunderson Cooper, Charles Alfred Cooper, and their Mother. Can 
anyone help us with more information? Maybe there’s a story here. Ideally we might be able to 
return this relic to the rightful owner. let us know. See page 10 for our contact details.

Mystery photo

American Muscle for Independence Day
There’s a loud and vibrant community amongst 
car enthusiasts, focussed on American Muscle, 
Street and Custom cars. With more than 200 
members, and more being added every month, 
it’s no wonder that we can often see these cars 
travelling in convoys around the country.
To celebrate the American Independence Day on 
July 4th, the Whitianga chapter of the American 
Muscle Street and Custom Car club is holding a 
rally on Saturday 2nd, starting at Buffalo Beach 
at 2pm, and finishing up at Grace O’Malley’s. 
It’s not just open to American or even muscle 
and custom cars. If you’re driving something 
noteworthy, you’re welcome to join in.
Drivers and passengers are urgent to dress in 
red, white and blue- a prize for the best dressed. 
Sunday 11.00am is the follow-up Cars  and 
Coffee at Smitty’s. 
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The lifeblood of our community
Increasingly, problematic for seniors is online 
and telephone fraud, and SeniorNet has taken 
a leading role in helping people identify and 
defeat attempts to scam them.

Megan is delighted to have been recognised, 
but she says that her success and the success 
of SeniorNet really reflects the involvement 
of a lot of dedicated people, including the 
Cook Drive community centre and Mercury 
Bay Area school. 

Megan believes that you need to “be” the 
community you want to live in. When she 
moved to Whitianga from Wellington eleven 
years ago, Megan took her Grandmother’s 
advice to heart. “Go out and find someone 
who is more bored, lonely or unhappy than 
you are. Make two people happy.”

Megan’s community engagement doesn’t 
end at SeniorNet however. She’s also 
involved with the Mercury Bay Lions Club, 
and is a keen participant in the “Knit For 
A Purpose,” charity based at the Anglican 
Church in Dundas Street.

Bob Nicholls
The old stone wharf at Whitianga is the oldest 
civil structure in New Zealand. Dating from 
1838, it literally marks the beginning of 
European settlement in the area. When Bob 
Nicholls first saw it, the mortar had crumbled, 
and some of the original stone blocks had 
tumbled into the tide. And he says of himself, 
“When I retired, I needed something decent 
to do.” Fixing that stone wharf became his 
first mission.

With his background in civil engineering, the 
support of local iwi, the Historic Places Trust 
and the council, locals Allison Henry, the late 
Toby Morcom and Bob Nicholls set about 
having the wharf restored. Grants from the 
Lotteries Commission, Historic Places Trust 
and charity organisations, the group soon had 
the money to restore this priceless slice of New 
Zealand history to working order, and today it 
is still the point of arrival and departure for 
Whitianga ferries. “It was just a good thing to 
do,” acknowledges Bob today.

It was the connecting pathway along 
Purangi Road that is probably Bob’s most 
significant achievement. A casual cyclist 
himself, Bob recognised that the speed 
of cars along that short stretch of straight 
road was inconsistent with the safety of 
cyclists and pedestrians. Turning again to 
his engineering background, Bob set about 
designing a separate pathway between the 
road and stream, and utilised Corrections’ 
Community Service workers to do the bulk 
of the heavy lifting. There are small bridges 
that needed to be constructed and natural 
obstacles to be overcome along the way, but a 
passerby recently acknowledged to Bob that 
the pathway was probably the best thing he’s 
ever done. “It’s probably saved a few lives,” 
agrees Bob.

Bob Nicholls has already left his mark on 
the local landscape, and recognition from 
the Mercury Bay Community Board for his 
work was just the “cherry on top.” Never one 
to rest on his laurels, Bob is also working on 

Steve and his ‘apprentices’ 
make an impact

plans for a walkway from the ferry landing 
through to Coroglen. That’s an ambitious 
plan that involves extensive negotiation with 
landowners and interested parties, but Bob 
says with characteristic modesty, “it’s just 
another job.”

(Continued from page 9)

Bob Nicholls

By Francesca Dowling

As some may know, many members of the 
Mercury Bay Golf Club volunteer their time 
as a ‘working bee’ by helping out when 
it comes to onsite maintenance tasks and 
DIY (do it yourself) jobs. A dedicated trio 
who turns up every Thursday morning and 
deserve to be acknowledged is Steve Geach 
and his “apprentices” Jakob Topp and Kieran 
Clayton.

Steve, who has since retired from his 
previous occupation as a design technology 
teacher in Auckland to settle in Whitianga 
4 years ago, decided to take these two 

handymen from ‘Learning Support’ under his 
wing, for them to gain work experience.

 “One of the first jobs we ever did was fix a 
picket fence,” says Steve. The young men, 20- 
year-old Jakob, who left Mercury Bay Area 
School (MBAS) 2 years ago, and 21-year-
old Kieran, who is in his last year of being a 
student at MBAS, have massively progressed 
in their building capabilities, taking on and 
completing much more challenging projects 
such as upgrading a bar front and building 
a trophy cabinet. The wood for the cabinet 
was made from Matai which was generously 

donated by club member, James Duncan, and 
the glass shelves were donated by ‘Worthy 
Windows & Doors’, while some materials for 
the bar front were donated by Steve himself. 
“The great thing about these projects is that 
it didn’t cost the club in labour, with only a 
few expenses towards materials, many of 
which were donated. It’s a great opportunity 
for students to learn while also helping 
businesses and community clubs at the same 
time.”  During the process of restoring and 
bringing these structures to life, Jakob and 
Kieran have learnt a plethora of ‘tradie’ tricks 
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and techniques such as sanding, 
polishing, drilling, screwing 
screws in, oiling and knowing 
how to measure accurately. In 
accordance with their working 
bee duties, they have learnt a 
lot about garden maintenance 
and water blasting among 
many other skills.  These two 
young men also dedicate their 
Tuesday’s to ‘Charity Day’ 
and with Steve, Kieran and 
Jakob collect Whitianga Social 
Services rubbish and do local 
deliveries for those in need. 

“Despite starting the 
programme this year, Jakob 
has been working alongside me 
for 4 years now as I have been 
working with Learning Support 
since first arriving in town. 
Karen Johansen of the Learning 
Support Centre has done a 
wonderful job in paying attention to what each 
student takes an interest in, which is how I got 
to know Jakob.”  Over the years, Jakob has 
proven to be a ‘jack of all trades’, from having 
jobs in PlaceMakers, Peninsula Scaffolding, 
roadside construction and being a painter to 

building a workshop, sleepout and a gazebo. 
“Jakob is very advanced. If I show him how 
to do something, he’ll do it exactly. Kieran has 
also become a great builder, being particularly 
good at drilling and even possibly too good 
at painting as he tends to also paint where he 

doesn’t need to,” laughs Steve.
Not only have the two apprentices 
improved with their building 
skills, but also in their social 
development. “It’s great to be 
able to get them out of the house 
and conversing with people, I’ve 
noticed how much more confident 
each has become. Smoko has 
been particularly great for Kieran 
and Jakob as there’s always lots 
of back and forth banter and 
everyone loves having them there. 
They’re great fun to have around.”

When asking the keen builders 
what the favourite aspect of their 
work experience is, Jakob replies 
that he “enjoys being able to 
help out” the most, while Kieran 
appreciates “feeling a sense of 
achievement.” He admits, with a 
cheeky grin, that ‘smoko’ is the 
highlight of his day.

“As a teacher, my favourite moments are 
when my students finally get it. It’s just the 
most rewarding feeling when you see them 
improve more and more,” says Steve. “Plus I 
love hanging out with these two, they’re a lot 
of fun and they’re my buddies.”

From left: Steve Geach, Jakob Topp and Keiran Clayton. 

Helping those who help others
By Francesca Dowling

Last Thursday, during National Volunteers Week, the Mercury Bay Lions Club 
took the opportunity to present Whitianga Menz Shed with a $2,000 cheque 
and the Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust, the week prior, with a $3,000 
cheque. This was in recognition of each charity’s considerable contributions 
to the community and their worthy causes.

As Jill Bowker of Mercury Bay Lions explains, the funds were gathered 
through ticket sales for their now cancelled fashion parade, that was initially 
supposed to be hosted in 2020, a bag and scarf sale and their recent Queen’s 
Birthday garage sale.

 “Unfortunately we decided to cancel our fashion parade at the beginning of 
this year after two years of postponement due to the uncertainty faced under 
the covid traffic light system. 90% of the ticket holders chose to generously 
donate their ticket money rather than receive a refund, for which we are very 
grateful. I’d also like to thank the local pharmacies, the several retailers and 
all those who donated for all the support they have practically demonstrated. I 
can’t say more about this community, the generosity is unbelievable; it makes 
me quite emotional. We are hoping to enter the upcoming year with a big 
splash. Lots of ideas are brewing, including another fashion parade. We will 
definitely be strutting our stuff down the runway next year!”

Brian Mearns, Chairman of the Whitianga Menz Shed, stresses the 
importance of their cause. “Menz Shed is a safe space for men and their 
mental health. For some men this space is crucial,” states Brian. Currently, 
Whitianga Menz Shed does not have the room for all the men that are seeking 
to join, hence the charity’s ongoing fundraiser in acquiring a larger shed of 
which they have raised nearly $35,000. However, they are in need of another 
$100,000 to see their goal through to completion. The Menz Shed is good for 
the men but the projects we undertake, benefit the whole community. I’d like 
to express on behalf of all the members of the Whitianga Menz Shed how 
grateful we are to the Mercury Bay Lions for their very generous donation. 
Receiving this help, helps us help others.”

Photo top: Mercury Bay lions presenting Whitianga Menzshed 
with a $2000 cheque.  

Photo bottom: Mercury Bay lions presenting Mercury Bay 
Cancer Support Trust with a $3000 cheque.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 1008

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must 
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

See page 20 for last week’s Crossword solution

ACROSS 
1.   On the inside
5.   Classic painting, ...Lisa
7.   Blunt
8.   Removing errors from
9.   Ran after
12. Regards highly
15. Animal trainer
19. Overrun
21. Raiders
22. Silent
23. Repair
24. Scientific ideas
DOWN 
1.   Charge with crime
2.   Geography reference             
      volume

3.   Great fear
4.   Surrenders
5.   Confused state
6.   Cherubs
10. Author unknown
11. Tea, ... Grey
12. Tip of grain
13. Change direction
14. Fencing blade
15. Balloon gas
16. Insist
17. Knowledgeable
18. Navigates
19. Matter of concern
20. Pelvis-to-knee bone



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Page 19Issue 1008 - 28 June 2022

What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAl EVENTS
American Muscle Street & Custom Club Whitianga - parade
Whitianga main street parade (Albert Street), Saturday 2 July (4th of July celebration), starting 2:00pm. Leaving 
from Buffalo Beach Reserve, ending up at Grace O’Malley’s. Club meetings first Sunday of the month, 11:00am at 
Smittys for cars and coffee.
En Pointe Dance Studio Mid-year Showcase
Sunday, 3 July at 2:00pm in the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Tickets $5 per person, 
email info@enpointedancestudio.co.nz
“live Well Plant Based Cooking Workshops” First Sunday of month, 2:00pm - 3:30pm. First workshop 3 July - 
9b Hannan Road. Register for free. Text/call 022 354 4069 and/or just come along.
THAMES VAllEy RuGBy - Saturday, 2 July (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Whangamatā. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Waihi Athletic. Away game in Waihi. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Area School Girl’s First XV v Whangamatā. SEMI FINAl. Home game at Sports Park in Whitianga. 
Thursday, 30 June, 6:00pm kick-off.
Mercury Bay Area School First XV v Te Aroha College. SEMI FINAl. Home game at Lyon Park (TBC) in Whitianga. 
Saturday 2 July, kick-off at 11:15am.
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 15 October. Five distances ranging from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more 
information and to enter.

PlEASE NOTE, All ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCEllED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGulAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm.
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
Whitianga Toy library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on  
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on  
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.  
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.

Women’s Wellbeing and Weight loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as 
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
AA Driver licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Marion Frectling

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

 Sudoku Puzzle 1008

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Āwhinatia mai/Āwhinatia atu.” - “Help me out [please]/Help them out [please].”

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail 
or scan and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. 
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s winner - Chris Wiltshier

Last week’s Crossword solution
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Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1280
Fishing Report  

There definitely seems to be quite a bit of 
diversity, if not controversy, over the Waikato 
Regional Coastal Plan and proposed changes 
to the area. Reading through comments and 
the actual proposals, there also seems to be 
quite a bit of misinformation and maybe to a 
degree, misguidance.

Before making assumptions and lighting 
the torches here is the site you need to look at:

https://yourvoicematters.waikatoregion.
govt.nz/waikato-regional-coastal-plan-
review.

Waikato Regional Coastal Plan needs your response. “Think long-term, think about the best way to get there.”

Whether I support the proposals or not, I do 
think it’s important for everyone to understand, 
that these are just that - proposals. As absurd 
as some of these proposals are to some (and 
yes, I agree, there are some doozies), these 
are subjects open to everyone for discussion.

I ask myself….
Do I want a sustainable fisheries?  Yes, I do.
Do I want our marine environment and 

coasts protected ?  Yes, I do.
Do I want commercial fin fish operators 

to fish and little further out?  To be honest, 

I don’t care. I haven’t seen any evidence, in 
five seasons as a charter operator, that fish 
stocks have declined (and we are a fishing 
town).

Do I want to see our immediate area 
protected from overfishing and illegal 
fishing? Absolutely.

Can I see closing off additional areas as 
marine reserves beneficial?  Well, to be frank, 
not really.

Can I see an amendment to daily-take 
limits on fish in our region, beneficial long 
term?  Yes, I can.

Comments have been made regarding MPI 
(Fisheries) as being the preferred authority for 
operating and maintaining proposed reserves.  
Well, MPI doesn’t currently manage the 
existing reserves. These are managed by DOC 
(Department of Conservation). I can’t see 
DOC successfully managing any additional 
reserves (they are simply spread too thin). 
They struggle to maintain the current reserve 
we have now. How do I know this? Because 
I spend a significant amount of time on the 
water transitioning through the reserve, 
either on my Charter Boat, Waka Kai, or on 

the local Coastguard Rescue Boat, and I can 
tell you all that the amount of vessels I have 
stopped alongside and spoken to, fishing in 
the reserve (through ignorance or not), is 
somewhat significant.

Can WRC (Waikato Regional Council) 
manage additional marine reserves? Possibly, 
they have more maritime staff and resources 
than DOC or MPI in our region.

So maybe we take a breath and really 
think about how we can collectively have a 
collaborative say on these proposals. Let’s 
think long term. Let’s think sustainability. 
Let’s think resourcefulness. 

Let’s think about the best way to get there.
Input is invited to help identify where and 

how we should protect areas of historical, 
cultural and biodiversity value within the 
coastal marine area. Go to the website 
mentioned above.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the 
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1008

Brain Teaser - Vaki Puzzle
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s Brain Teasers solution -

Last week’s winner - 

Last week’s winner - Doreen Davies

Vaki Puzzle Instructions
The puzzle is solved when there is a letter (A - D) and a number (1 - 4) in each cell and each letter 
and each number appears once in each row and once in each column. Each pair occurs once and 
only once in a solved puzzle (A1 is the same pair as 1A).
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Rescue Helicopter Update
New Fuel Depot for Coromandel Rescue Helicopter Trust, Whitianga 

It’s been a busy time at the rescue helicopter 
base in Whitianga. We just about have a new 
fuel depot; the 30,000 litre fuel tank has been 
installed and is shortly to be commissioned. 
This is a big step and a time-saving one. The 
trips to Thames to  purchase fuel are no longer 
needed; it makes us more ready and available 
for our work of rescue and service.  The other 
aspect  of our efficiency we have improved is 
the website. We are close to kicking this off 
thanks to Stephan Hutton of WEBSITEGUY 
from Coromandel who has undertaken this 
big project as a volunteer! The website will be 
easer to access and navigate for people. The 

matter of making donations can now be done 
through the website simply and this is needed 
for busy people. Actually our organisation runs 
on the support and time of volunteers. To them 
we owe a lot and say a big thank you.

We have not had many missions in June, and 
it was also quiet in May compared to March 
and April with a total of 42 missions.  

I would like to conclude by commending 
the skill level within our choppers. When 
that chopper leaves home base for a mission, 
the skill and knowledge of the paramedics is 
second to none.
Merv George, Chair, CRHT

The fuel depot, recently installed, soon to be commissioned.

Letters to the Editor
See page 10 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Mother pig assists protection of  
kauri trees
Last week I received a mailed brochure 
from Waikato Regional Council. The 
flyer was apparently to inform me of all 
the good work they are doing with my 
rates money. Two articles caught my 
attention: one about injections given 
to kauri trees to stop gum bleeding 
and one about the cleaning stations for 
disinfecting footwear before entering 
a kauri forest area. This reminded me 
of sometime last year, when visiting 
the kauri stand on the 309 Road on the 
Coromandel Peninsula. I was just behind 
a sow with around a dozen piglets and, 
as one would expect, the sow directed all 
piglets through the disinfecting trough. 
One little one thought it could get away 
by running around the cleaning station 
but was immediately oinked back by 
mummy pig. I followed the family at 
some distance (everybody knows how 
protective these mother pigs can be), and 
noticed that they stayed on the wooden 
walkway that had been constructed to 
protect the vulnerable kauri tree roots 
from being trampled on. No wonder 
that I am proud of the Waikato Regional 
Council on how they, very wisely, spend 
my hard-earned money.
Hans Apers
Whitianga

“Farming facts”
I would like to support  Alastair Brickell’s 
letter, 21 June, on some “farming facts”.  
Unfortunately, the Greens never let the 
facts  get in the way of their hypocritical 
ideology. I endorse all that Alastair’s 
letter said, as an ex Aucklander who 
has been in both dry stock  and dairy 
farming for over 30 years. Why  would 
any thinking person wish to bite the 
hand that is feeding them? I would like 
to suggest that people take the time to 
read Professor Plimer’s book, ‘Green 
Murder’ to see what is being done to our 
world in the name of Climate Change. 
The first three pages are devoted to this 
man’s experience and qualifications to 
speak on such matters. Regrettably,  there 
is very little said giving the other side, 
in spite of dozens of books written by 
eminent world scientists, usually retired 
and who are no longer dependent on 
their research funding. It would be nice 
to have a balanced view and then people 
can decide for themselves after that.

Let’s concentrate on the pollution in the 
world, as this is something most of us can 
agree about. That is definitely the fault of 
mankind.
Gloria Humphries 
Whitianga
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

(Continued on page 27)

MERCuRy BAy RuGBy CluB                                                                                                                            
year 6 Black - Saturday, 26 June                                                                                                                      
Our team played Hauraki at Lyon Park. The team played 
really well but unfortunately, Hauraki was too strong and 
won 100-30. Tries were scored by Curtis Treherne 2, Zaan 
Mayo 1, Kohi Te Manu 1, Liam Ramage 1, Lena Toko 1 
(Hauraki).  Player of the Day: Kohi Te Manu, Star Play Award: 
Liam Ramage, Determination Award: Phoenix Kurth.
year 8 Black - Thursday, 24 June                                                                                                                                            
Year 8 black hosted Paeroa under the lights of the Mercury 
Bay Sports Park. Mercury Bay  got out to an early lead, 
which they held on to going in to the half time break. 
Paeroa came out firing in the second half to get back into 
the game. In the end Paeroa ran away with it and were 
able to get the win. Try scorers: Shaun Joshua (3), Kyson 
Mansell (2) Conversions: Kyson Mansell (4 from 5). Players 
of the Day:  Shaun Joshua, Jack Timoteo, Kyson Mansell. 
Player of the Day picked by Paeroa: Shaun Joshua.
MERCuRy BAy AREA SCHOOl RuGBy                                                                                                   
Thursday, June 24 Saturday, 26 June                                                                                                             
MB Youth Grade 36 v Waihi 5:  MB Girls 1st XV 62 
v Whangamata 0; MB 1st XV 35 v Paeroa 5. All the 
MBAS teams have reached  the semi-finals. First 
XV have won both the first and second rounds 
which is the first time in 40 years! Well done.                                                                                               

See What’s On for details of coming semi-final games.
MERCuRy BAy GOlF & COuNTRy CluB                                                                                                                                             
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti  Frutti - Tuesday, 21 June
Results: Men: 1 Peter Chaffin, 2 Trevor Hildreth, 3 Bob 
Holliday.    
Eighteen Hole ladies - Hidden Holes Stableford                                                                         
Wednesday, 22 June
Results: 1 Anita Ellmers, 2 Diane Eccles, 3 Sharyn Smith, 
Nearest the Pin 4: Fiona Gardien, Nearest to Pin 18: Dianne 
Gilmour, Longest Putt: Anita Ellmers.                                            
Men’s Scramble – Hidden Pairs Stableford                                                                               
Wednesday, 22 June
Results: 1 Carl Mitchell and Rob Baines, 2 Mark Burcombe 
and Alan Coubray, 3 Rohit Ranchhod and Ken George. 
Twos: Ken George and Ron Watson. Gross: Steve Geach 73.
Nine-hole ladies Stableford                                                                                                                       
Thursday, 23 June                                                                                                                             
Results: Division 1 - 1 Kyung Rodgers, 2 Adele Conway. 
Results: Division 2 - 1 Noeline Boardman.      
Men’s Scramble Stableford                                                                                                           
Saturday, 25 June                                                                                                                           
Results: Men: 1 David Lang 39, 2 Ron Watson 37, 3 Bret 
Proctor 35. Gross: Steve Geach 81, Twos: Richard Bennet.

The Mercury Bay Area School First XV with the Rounds 1 and 2 winner’s trophies. 
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sItUatIONs vacaNt

Classifieds and Public Notices

Classifieds and Public Notices

Team Leader rōpū KaiTiaKi SociaL WorK Team 
The Whitianga Community Services Trust, also known as Whitianga Social Services, delivers over 
20 programmes and services to the people of Te Whanganui-o-Hei Mercury Bay. 
We currently have a vacancy for a team leader who will provide clinical and professional 
oversight, and direct leadership for our Rōpū Kaitiaki.  
This is a full-time, permanent role for a registered social worker with a current practising 
certificate. This amazing opportunity is a leadership role requiring an experienced practitioner 
able to provide supervision, leadership and support to a small team of social work and 
counselling staff. The client case load includes adults and tamariki -  children, rangatahi -  youth 
and young people, and whānau - families, who are at risk of abuse, harm or offending, and 
families where there is a risk of family violence. Cultural sensitivity, good communication skills 
(oral and written), and the ability to work within a multifaceted team and other social service 
professionals are essential requirements of this position. Applicants require a minimum of three 
years’ social work experience, preferably in a community-based setting. 
Benefits and perks
• A friendly supportive work environment with a great, dynamic team.
• Free car parking.
• Paid leave for your birthday.
• Practicing certificate costs reimbursed.
• In this unique environment, you will work closely with highly skilled and multi-disciplinary 

teams, including other community social workers, counsellors, children’s team lead 
professionals and educators.

• Contribute to integrated service delivery within a reputable NGO.
• Opportunities for professional development.
• External professional supervision is considered integral to the health and safety  

of the team leader’s role and provided by the trust. 
Key responsibilities/Skills
• Lead, motivate and support the social services team.
• Monitor team performance and report on KPIs.
• Provide supervision of and professional development for social services staff.
• Provide initial assessments of referrals and support to the whānau/clients  

when required.
• Practice strengths-based approach with staff, whānau and community.
• Develop strong relationships with a range of government and non-government 

organisations, local community networks, and local iwi to ensure tamariki and whānau 
receive external services as needed.

• Develop, implement and coordinate programmes and support delivery of appropriate 
preventative programmes to children, young people and adults. 

The successful candidate
• Qualification - New Zealand-registered Social Worker.
• Proven work experience as a team leader or supervisor.
• Highly skilled, energetic person who has a sound knowledge of child protection.
• The ability to work with diversity. 
• Current full driver’s license and a clean Police check.
• Strong relationship-building skills.
• Strong oral and written communication skills.
• Strong organisational and decision-making skills.
• Be fully vaccinated against Covid-19. Our staff and volunteers are in close contact with 

vulnerable people. 
For further information and a job description, please contact Sheryll Fitzpatrick, manager, on 
phone 027 303 5303 or email sheryll.f@wcst.org.nz.

oScar aSSiSTanT SuperviSor 
If you enjoy working with tamariki/children aged 5-14 then this may be the job for you.
The Oscar After School Care programme runs Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from  
2:30 - 5:15pm, Wednesdays 1:30 - 5:15pm after school, and during the term breaks Monday  
to Friday 8:30 - 5:30pm. 
We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join our team Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays  
and in the school holidays. 
The role is to support the Oscar Team leader to supervise children enrolled in both programmes. 
Experience and/or qualifications working with children are desirable but not essential. 
The key objectives of the role are: 
• To interact with young children/ tamariki and young people to promote personal skills,  

self-esteem and confidence and enhance social interaction
• To ensure programme activities are relaxed, safe and in a supportive environment
• To communicate positively with the WCST team and parents of the children enrolled in the 

programme. 
We are a close contact service and the successful applicant will be:
• Fully vaccinated and be prepared to have a booster when required
• Hold a full driver’s license and be legally able to work in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
For a full job description, please contact Sheryll Fitzpatrick on 027 303 5303  
or email sheryll.f@wcst.org.nz. applications close 8 July 2022.

caR FOR saLE

NISSAN SUNNY 
95 Model, clean and tidy, high kms but runs 

well. WOF and rego till Nov 22. $950
Phone 027 814 1844

17 lambs - $90-$140 each
Contact steve (07) 866 5617

LaMBs FOR saLE

BOat FOR saLE

PUBLIc NOtIcE

mERCURY baY  
HIsTORICal sOCIETY agm 

Mercury Bay Club  
21 July, 11:00am

Roast Dinner ($25) and Guest Speaker
All Welcome

sItUatIONs vacaNt

HeWLeTT, ray
In memory of Ray, who passed away 26 June 2021.

A much loved brother and friend to so many in the community. Sadly missed.
Noel and Nicky Hewlett 

22 Springbok Avenue, Whitianga 
Ph: 027 383 0052

IN MEMORIaM

WaNtED

VEHIClEs wanTEd 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS, 4X4s, CARS 
- dead or alive, damaged,  

de-registered, mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 

Call 0800 333 398

GaRaGE saLE

8 HADDON CRESCENT
Saturday, 2 July, 9:00am - 1:00pm

Total clearance continues. 
King beds, recycled rimu headboard (King), 

leather lounge suite, dining suite, BBQs, 
boogie boards, scooters, electric blankets, 

duvets, sheets sets, blankets, small 
appliances, kitchenware, bedside cabinets. 
Check Facebook Marketplace for photos.

Enquiries: 0274 787 170

fERgUsOn 28 TRaCTOR 
set up for boat launching. Currently at 

whitianga. $1500. 0274 787 170.

tRactOR FOR saLE
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CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times  
please visit our website

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

Classifieds and Public Notices

coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don mclean 022 453 2188

email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

RubbiSH REmOvAl 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

DAVE’S 
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,  
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.

30 Years Experience.  
Free Quotes or Advice.

Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

cHURcH sERvIcEs

(021) 781 081

tO LEt

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 07 866 5693
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

WORK WaNtED

HOuSE WASHiNG
House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway, 
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen 

clean and treatment, exterior window 
cleaning or general waterblasting,  
100m hose so access no problem. 

Cover the whole peninsula. 
Phone 0800 747 787  

or Andy direct 027 313 4386

St Andrew’S by the SeA
Presby/Methodist Church
Albert St whitianga (est.1898)

COMMUnIty wOrShIP
eVery SUndAy 9:30am

Come, join us! bring the family!
Parish Secretary: ph 022 132 2061

www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

all welcome
wHITIanga sda fEllOwsHIp

First Saturday of the month 10:00am,  
at the Town Hall.  

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069 
Community Representative  

Pr Axel 021 327 003 

MIKe’S MOwInG
Fortnightly or monthly mowing. 
Phone Mike or deb 866 4678  

or 027 320 1703.

WINDOW cLEaNING

FOR saLE

HOLIstIc HEaLtH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

FiREWOOD FOR SAlE 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu, 
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay

Phone/text 0274 958 033 
or (07) 867 1361

FireWood For SaLe
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FiREWOOD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

gUm fIREwOOd 
$160/cube

phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

fIREwOOd fOR salE 
Dry pine, shed stored. 

$120/cube, free delivery.
phone Rob 027 247 7410
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Sport Results
(Continued from page 24)

THE DuNES MATARANGI GOlF CluB Mens Stableford 
Competition Wednesday, 22 June
Results: 1 Tony De Coek 42, 2 Tracey Mulligan 39, 3 Doug 
Smith 38, Twos: David Gaskell, Tony De Coek, Mike Friis, 
Doug Smith, Tony Joblin, Tony Nicholson, Tracey Mulligan 
and Peter Sharp. Nearest the Pin#18: Tracey Mulligan.                                                                
Saturday, 25 June  Mixed Stableford Competition                                                                         
Results:  1 Chris Dominick (Waitemata) 42, 2 Scott 
Iskowicz 40, 3 Murray MacCormick (Royal Auckland) 40, 
Nearest the Pin#18: Geoff Atmore.                                                                      
Mens Nine-hole Golf Stapleford - Monday,  27 June     
Results: Barry Titchmarsh  and Graeme Kemp, 19pts,  
1 equal; Peter Mathias, 17 pts, 3.
MERCuRy BAy CluB                                                                                                                    
SNOOKER 
Wednesday, 22 June 
Best of three frames:
A good field of 14 competed and it was only players Ken 
Gibson, Peter Challis, Peter Schultz and Barry Roach with 
two straight wins that met in the semi-finals. In the first 
semi Peter Challis narrowly took the win over Ken and in 
the second semi Club Champion Peter Schultz demolished 
Barry and moved through to meet past Club Champion 
Peter Challis in the final frame. It was Peter Challis who 
quite convincingly beat present Club Champion Peter 
Schultz to take home the $25 grocery with four straight 
wins. With three wins was Peter Schultz (runner up) and 
with two wins were Ken Gibson, Barry Roach, Willie Jones, 
Doug Pascoe and Dave Colman who also had the highest 
break of 23.
Saturday, 25 June
Best of three frames: Only six players attended and it was 
Bob Haase and Peter Schultz with two straight wins that 
met in the final third frame. Club Champion Peter was too 
good for Bob and took home the $25 New World grocery 
voucher. With two wins were Bob Haase (runner up) and 
Ian Baumgren. No high break was recorded.
MERCuRy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CluB                                                                                        
Mid-Winter Competition Round 1  Wednesday, 22 June
North/South: 1 Robyn Hogg and Tadek Gawor 76.67, 
2 Pauline Van Groenedaal and Sue Gill 62.08, 3 Gavin 
Hedwig and Kate Palmano 47.08.
East/West: 1 Bob Schibli and Jenny Layton 58.33, 
2 Giorgio Allemano and Pete Hogg 52.92, 3 Angela 
Butterworth and Augusta Canegallo 49.17.
Thursday Championship Pairs Round 4 
Thursday, 23 June                                                                                                                           
Results: 1 Ischelle Stevenson and Geoff Jervis 62.50, 2 

Norma Hart and Alison Gibson 54.17, 3 Pam Churchill and 
Gavin Hedwig, Rose Tegg and Pat Doube 50.00.
MERCuRy BAy INDOOR BOWlING CluB 
Thursday, 23 June 
Winners: Cheryl Henderson, Pat Fisher and Colin Everett, 
Runners-up: John Taberner, Wayne Fisher and Judy 
Cullinane, Good Sports: Merle Ward, Lionel Lawrence and 
Shirley Marshall.
MERCuRy BAy AREA SCHOOl FOOTBAll CluB                                                                                                                     
Junior Mixed  Saturday, 25 June 
The MBAS Junior Mixed team played Morrinsville at home 
on Saturday. MBAS scored a very early goal and continued 
to play well to lead 3-1 at halftime. The second half was 
much tighter with Mercury Bay scrambling extremely well 
to keep Morrinsville scoreless before scoring their fourth 
goal to win 4-1. It was yet another fantastic performance 
by this team who again played with no substitutes. Harry 
Williscroft scored 3 goals, while Ben Collins scored the 
other. It was a great team effort, but special mention to 
Eliott Ribet, Ella Simpson and Harry Williscroft for their 
excellent all-round play and dangerous attacking.                                                                                                                        
under 10’s  Saturday, 25 June                                                                                                                                            
The opposition defaulted so we took the opportunity to play 
an inter squad game, which made for plenty of healthy 
competition. A parents versus kids penalty shootout 
rounded off a fun morning with parents Adrian and Trevor 
taking out Players of the Day for their goalkeeping.
MERCuRy BAy AREA SCHOOl BASKETBAll                                                                                                    
MB Junior girls 19 v Paeroa 5; MB Junior boys 40 v Paeroa 
26; MB Senior girls 54 v Paeroa 52; MB Senior boys 40 v 
Paeroa 64.

Photo above: With team support, year 6 Black 
player, liam Ramage, takes the ball through to 

a try on Saturday. 
Photo right: Mercury Bay Senior A rugby player 

Beau Hamilton in action on Saturday. 




