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Age is no barrier 

Distributed throughout the Coromandel Peninsula, coast to coast from Thames to north of Colville - www.theinformer.co.nz

THE GLASS HOUSE 
EMPORIUM

25 Albert Street, Whitianga 
Phone 866 4817
Open 7 days

YOUR LOCAL NEVER-ENDING VARIETY SHOP

KEEP YOUR FRIDGE ORGANISED WITH OUR NEW RANGE 
OF STORAGE TRAYS

TOP QUALITY 
PRODUCT AT A 

GREAT PRICE

By John Pratt

Recently at the Informer we caught sight of one 
of those stories it’s hard to ignore. This is one 
of those intergenerational, father-and-son stories 
that we just had to reel in. 

Six-year-old Cooper Thomsen recently landed 
what could well be a world record catch, landing 
a 37.65kg fish on a 15kg line. ‘He reeled in a 
big one.’

Father, Rodney Thomsen, tells the story best. 
According to Rodney, his son Cooper was up and 
ready to roll at 4:30am, the plan being to head 
out to the Aldie Knoll, about 57km from Tairua. 
Once aboard his Dad’s boat “Adventurer” 
however, Cooper was soon fast asleep again. 

Approaching the knoll around 8.00am, and 
after only about 10 minutes trolling, the boat 
had two lines hooked up. Young Cooper had 
awoken to begin his fishing and had the first line.  
The second line fell away fairly quickly, but 
young Cooper clearly had a fight on his hands. 
He strapped on his gimbal and harness, but it 
soon proved to be a team effort, with Rodney 
having to hold on to the youngster’s harness to 
secure him aboard “Adventurer.”

In Dad’s words, “Almost before he knew it, 
the fish had pulled out most of Cooper’s line, but 
he managed to reel the bulk of it back in within 
about 45 minutes. The fish wasn’t ready to give 
in however, and neither was Cooper. In fact his 
enthusiasm didn’t really start to flag until he’d 
been on the line for about two and a half hours, 
by which time he was really feeling the pressure. 

Fuelled by lollies and drink, he kept going.  
It wasn’t until the fight was four hours in, that 
they finally caught sight of their fish, and that 
buoyed father and son’s spirits alike. It was 
yet another hour before the fish was alongside 
the boat, and they could finally grab the leader 
and get a gaff on their catch, ending the five-
hour battle. About 1:00pm they finally landed 
Cooper’s fish. Rodney concludes, “Cooper 
had a smile from ear to ear, and was pleased 
to be able to get out of the gimbal and harness!  
He was done though, and slept all the way back 
to Tairua. The next day he had a pretty cool story 
to tell at school, with bruises on his back and legs 
to show for it. In spite of the hours of effort, and 
with the bruises to remind him of the experience, 
he’s already talking about, ‘going back out and 
catching a bigger one!’” Dad smiled. Cooper with his Dad and his mighty catch.

See page 19 for the opportunity  
to enter competition for  

the Mercury Bay Game Fishing 
Tournament scholarship
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 12 July to Wednesday 20 July: Mercury has now moved closer to the Sun from our vantage point and is now lost in its glare. However, Matariki 
(Pleiades/Seven Sisters/Subaru) is now clearly visible low in the NE sky at dawn before the Sun rises. Bright Venus is now very low on the dawn horizon but 
reddish Mars is steadily getting brighter above it with bright Jupiter high overhead with faint and slightly yellowish Saturn visible towards the NW. The ringed 
planet now rises at about 9:00pm in the east. The Moon provides a help to find the planets once again this week. The International Space Station (ISS) makes 
several good passes this week; all in the early morning once again. However, as usual, the exact times can change if the ISS has to be moved to avoid space 
junk. Thursday, 14 July: The late evening has the full Moon sitting above faint and slightly yellowish Saturn. Saturday, 16 July: Saturn sits above the Moon low 
in the eastern evening sky. There will be a very low ISS pass from 6:50am in the north passing just above Venus. Monday, 18 July: The ISS reappears in the 
dawn sky with a long bright pass from 6:49am travelling right next to slightly reddish Mars. Tuesday, 19 July: The very early morning sky shows the Moon just 
above bright Jupiter. Another early but long ISS pass from 6:01am in the north moving just above Matariki. Wednesday, 20 July: The Moon has now moved 
to be just below Jupiter in the very early morning sky with reddish Mars much lower down. A good long and very bright ISS pass from 6:50 am in the NW.

What’s happening in the night sky?

 www.mainlycasual.com

Whitianga 36 Albert St     07 866 4243
Whangamata 636 Port Rd     07 865 9697

Thames 570 Pollen St      07 868 6253

Winter
SALE

*Selected stock

50%
OFF

Up toGIOSEPPO HALA

Shoes & Accessories

Whitianga 
07 866 4465 

Whangamata 
07 865 8088

w w w. t a n g o s s h o e s . n z

Two local girls at National Association of Women In 
Construction (NAWIC) Excellence Awards 
By Pauline Stewart

Excellence Awards are always exciting 
events. On Friday, 1 July,  2022, the 
national Apprentice Awards for Women In 
Construction was held in Wellington at Te 
Papa.  This event was for the whole of the 
country. The major sponsor, Naylor Love, 
plus ten other sponsors and twelve gift/
product sponsors, plus an army of NAWIC 
committee volunteers made the 2022 event 
one to remember.

This was especially so for Jessica Moverley 
from Whitianga and Billie McDonnell from 
Coroglen who were national finalists.  There 
were a record breaking 190 nominations, 
resulting in 53 finalists across 11 categories. 
A cohort of 40 judges and moderators 
undertook the task of carefully going through 
each nomination, calling references, and 
interviewing.  The diversity represented 
across the award winners, from culture, 
background through to generational was 
noticeable. Jess was a national finalist  in the 
Apprentice Excellence category, and Billie 
in the Tradeswoman of the Year category, 
though neither of the girls  took out the 
number one spot in their section. 

Jess, who is an apprentice  with Ideal 
Buildings, Coromandel, located in Whitianga, 
was very honoured to represent her region and 
her employer.  We asked, was it hard getting 
her apprenticeship? “It was quite easy,” says 
Jess, now 26 years of age, “But my other jobs 
previous to this were very difficult.  I got my 
first building job in 2014. People don’t expect 
a woman to be as good, or that they will 
know anything. You 
are excluded from 
decisions or avoided, 
but now, at this stage, 
though there are 
things about any job that aren’t so great, I 
like all aspects of being a builder.”  Jess is 
also a regional finalist for the Master Builders 
Apprentice of the Year which is coming up in 
August. This is in partnership with Carters, 
and is  the leading apprentice competition 
for the building and construction sector. 
It recognises excellence among carpentry 
apprentices and raises awareness of career 
opportunities in the building and construction 
industry. The competition tests  project 
management, business and presentation skills 

as well as practical skills.
Billie McDonnel is a plumber. She rated in 

the top five in the country in her category.
“When I was 18, I was working for my 

Dad, who is a plumber, doing contract 
legging which is wrapping pipes in acoustic 
legging to deaden the sound of water.  I 
thought, this looks easy. Well, it wasn’t but it 
was okay, and I signed up to be an apprentice.  

That was a five-year 
apprenticeship and I 
finished in April this 
year.”  When asked 
about difficulties in 

her vocation, Billie explains, “ I have had 
a lot of challenges. I nearly gave up when I 
broke my femur in the first four months of my 
apprenticeship. I ended up in the office and 
I could tell people were thinking, ‘the boss’ 
daughter, she’s doing nothing.’ Actually, my 
Dad pushed me harder because he wanted 
me to do well in what he knew was a difficult 
environment.  It’s still a male dominated 
industry.  A woman has to work harder to 
prove themselves.  When you show up for a 
job, you are questioned more than if you were 

“When you show up for a job, 
you are questioned more than  

if you were a male.”

male.” Billie no longer works for her Dad. 
At 23, she is now a registered Plumber, Gas 
Fitter and Drain Layer working for Chenery 
Plumbing as a site foreman in Auckland city. 
Proudly, Billie says” It’s the same company 
where my father had his apprenticeship. My 
advice to other girls is, figure out what you 
want to do. Ask a company to take you on 
for work experience. Test it out. It is hard and 
you have to work harder, but in the end, it’s 
worth it.”  As for the future, I am aiming to 
be certified. It’s another big written exam, 
and I’m nervous. It means I’ll be signing off 
jobs, so the exam needs to prove that I know 
what I’m doing. Billie chuckles. “My Dad,  
Jim McDonnell is still a plumber working in 
Auckland and home for the weekend. I miss 
coming home to Coroglen I miss the beach 
and the farm.”

When Jess was asked about her current 
apprenticeship with Ideal Building, with a 
big grin she didn’t hesitate, “I’m loving it.” 
I would say, Billie McDonnell’s response 
would be the same. 

In 2021, 17 percent of apprentices in New 
Zealand were women.

Jess Moverley at work in Whitianga (left) and at the Awards. Billie McDonnell, site foreman at work (left) and at the Awards.
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Stephensons Pharmacy
YOUR COMMUNITY’S PERMANENT COVID-19 VACCINATION SITE

64 Albert Street, Whitianga 
ph (07) 866 5319 • fax (07) 866 4788

Every Monday (8:30am-1:00pm)  
If unavailable Monday mornings please contact Jeff at the shop.

Book via website bookmyvaccine or just walk-in.
Criteria: Must have been 6 months since last booster. 

Must be 50 + years old, or 30+ years old if a health, aged care 
and disability worker. 

Also available for Immunocompromised, outlined medical 
conditions and disability  for 16 years +, which put the individual 

at severe breakthrough COVID-19 illness risk.

COVID 19 SECOND BOOSTER AVAILABLE AT 
UNICHEM STEPHENSONS PHARMACY

ALSO FLU VACCINATIONS CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE

 
WINTER

on selected sets of Bridgestone and Firestone tyres

SALE

Selected tyres only Conditions apply, visit www.bridgestone.co.nz for details. 

Cnr Albert & Campbell Streets  
(Next to Z service station)
Phone 07 866 5540

Valid until 31 July 2022

33 Albert Street 
Whitianga
07 866 2546

50% OFF

www.fagans.co.nz

BEDS

Fagans
FURNITURE,   BEDS  &  HOMEWARES 

OPEN 6 DAYS

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICES

NZ MADE BEDS

Offbeat Theatre’s 
latest comedy a treat
By Pam Ferla

Infidelity, jealousy, humiliation and betrayal 
will blend into an entertaining treat for 
Mercury Bay audiences when Offbeat 
Theatre Company’s latest production goes to 
stage early in August.

“The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband”, 
by British playwright Debbie Isitt, promises 
to serve up lashings of laughter tempered with 
a helping of outrage and some naval-gazing 
moments”, says director Sharyn Morcom. 
The play has a cast of just three and is set in a 
state of ‘suspended reality’, with minimal set 
and no props (the fifth wall comes down in 
the opening line).  The story follows Kenneth, 
who has been married to Hilary for 20 years. 
When he finds himself in the arms of Laura, 
his little fling quickly becomes out of hand. If 
you want to know what happens next, come 
and see the play.

Sharyn says she is delighted with the 
work the small cast is putting in.  “This play 
is delivered at a fast pace and all the scene 
changes rely on lights and music. It’s a real 
challenge for such a small cast to shoulder 
the action throughout the play. They are 
pretty much on stage the whole time.” Sharyn 
encourages Mercury Bay audiences to get 
their tickets quickly as a change of structure 
within the Coghill Street venue means a 
smaller audience capacity. “We really hope 
our local audiences will get behind us as we 
have had several setbacks due to Covid and 
changes with the venue.  However, I’ve heard 
from other small town theatre groups that 
people are hungry to get back to live theatre, 
so the tickets could sell quite fast.”  

“The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband” 
has adult themes and is not suitable for 
children. It will run for five performances 

from Wednesday,10 August, starting 7pm. 
Sunday matinee starts 3pm.Tickets are 
available at Richardson’s Real Estate, Albert 
Street, Whitianga.
The cast
Sharyn Morcom became involved with the 
Whitianga theatre group in 1997, having 
had over 30 years’ experience with amateur 
theatre in both Gisborne and Auckland. 

After some local performance work, 
she supported director Christine Carter, 
helping with production, marketing and 
administration and in 2007 co-directed 
Reginald Rose’s “Twelve Angry Men”. In 
2017 she directed Roger Hall’s” Glide Time” 
and in 2018 John Chapman’s “Kindly Leave 
the Stage”. Sharyn says while she loved her 
years acting in comedy, musicals and dramas, 
she finds directing provides a far greater level 
of satisfaction. “It’s like the reward you get 

(Continued on page 4)

Director of ‘Cooked’, Sharyn Morcom.
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AVAILABLE 
FOR A LIMITED 
TIME ONLY!

*Terms & Conditions Apply** 
on in-store purchases $400 & 
over with Q-Card only. 
Ends 31/07/22. Exclusions may 
apply. Lending criteria, $50 
Annual Account Fee, fees, 
Ts&Cs apply. 
Standard Interest Rate 
(currently 25.99% p.a) 
applies to any outstanding 
balance at the end of 
interest free period. $55 
Establishment Fee or 
$35 Advance Fee 
applies to Long Term 
Finance Purchases.

Carpetcourt Whitianga
1 Blacksmith Lane, 

Whitianga
07 834 6463 • Roast beef, roast spuds, 

cheesy vegetables, and gravy.

• Chicken lasagna and 

cheesy vegetables.

•  Pork schnitzel, kumara 

mash, and cheesy vegetables.

• Lemon chicken, kumara 

mash, and vegetables.

ANY THREE FOR $30.00 
(INCLUDES LOCAL DELIVERY)

HOW TO ORDER
Text or call orders to

021 182 9712 
or email: info@espycafe.co.nz

HEAT AND EAT 
MEALS

Order by noon 
Wednesday, 13 July
Delivery from noon 

Thursday, 14 July.

Order by noon 
Friday, 15July

Delivery from noon 
Saturday, 16 July.

YOU’RE INVITED TO A
HEALTH EXPO

YOUR FREE HEALTH SCREENING INCLUDES:
• Chair massage
• Cardiovascular fitness
• Lifestyle counselling
• Blood pressure

• Blood glucose
• Health age
• And more...

DATES & TIME:
Sunday, 07 August
10:00am - 2:00pm

VENUE:
Whitianga Town Hall
24 Monk Street

from seeing your kids do well at something 
and it means a lot more than knowing you 
managed to pull off a particular character 
or performance yourself. For me personally, 
working with less experienced actors brings 
the greatest rewards because you can see 
them growing as you work with them, and I 
love that.” 

Kate Nielsen grew up in North Vancouver, 
got a BA in Fine Arts (Theatre) from the 
University of Victoria (British Columbia), 
and came to Mercury Bay over 20 years ago.  
You might have seen her in other Offbeat 
Theatre productions, most recently “Blind 
Eye” and “Swingers”.  She says what she 
enjoys most about theatre is the way a team of 
random strangers can work together to create 
a small, real world out of nothing but some 
words and an empty space.  When quizzed on 
how she learns lines, her first instinct is to say 
that it just comes naturally. 

“But on reflection, I think that the hours 

Offbeat Theatre’s latest comedy
(Continued from page 4)

and hours of practice, reading, recording, 
re-reading, writing out by hand in different 
colours, and roping in family members to 
read cues, probably helps as well.”

Rachael Mayne says Whitianga is her 
hometown now and is also where she started 
acting. Prior to living in Whitianga she lived in 
Korea, the United States, Japan, Mexico and 
Guatemala.  She teaches English in Whitianga 
and is slowly learning Japanese, a challenge 
that she enjoys. She has also learned Spanish 
and hitch-hiked around Central America. 
Rachael’s other motivation to travel is rock-
climbing. “I’ve been climbing rocks for over 
30 years and I do like having adventures,”  
she says.

She started acting in Whitianga with the 
Offbeat Theatre, performing in the comedy 
“Swingers” three years ago. This was directed 
by Christine Carter. “Christine really pushed 
me to grow and now I’m rehearsing for “The 
Woman who Cooked her Husband”, directed 

by Sharyn Morcom.  Sharyn is coaxing me to 
give this character edge and spark.”

Kaspur Franke moved to Whitianga two 
years ago. His background includes more than 
25 years in events management, promotions, 
and entrepreneurism, primarily in his native 
New York City. There he owned and operated 
a staffing agency, art and music venues, and 
rehearsal spaces. 

His love of theatre and acting started early 
on in high school and led him to being a cast 
member at Walt Disney World as a Jungle 
Cruise Skipper. He’s been involved in Fringe 
Festival and several Short Film productions 
and attended classes at Herbert Berghof 
Studio. Currently he is the managing director 
of The Monkey House Lounge and Cabaret 
and is also working on personal script writing 
projects for both theatre and film. Kaspur is 
looking forward to playing Kenneth in the 
Offbeat Theatre production of “The Woman 
Who Cooked her Husband”.

History
Whitianga’s Offbeat Theatre has built a 
reputation for fine performance and good 
entertainment, with nearly 20 productions 
over 25 years. Starting off as The Tuesday 
Club in the late 1970’s, and based at The 
Health Factory, the group later changed its 
name to Offbeat Theatre and staged four 
performances at Mercury Bay Aero Club. It 
has also performed at Whitianga Town Hall.  
Returning to the Coghill Street theatre in 
2017, Offbeat did “Glide Time”, followed by 
“Kindly Leave the Stage”, then “Blind Eye” 
in 2018. The last production before Covid 
restrictions was “Swingers” in 2019.

Christine Carter, who has extensive theatre 
background in Hamilton, joined the team in 
1995. Christine has since directed a number 
of plays and pantomimes. The theatre group is 
fortunate to have Christine, along with Sharyn 
Morcom, sharing their passion for theatre and 
giving their time and their experience to direct 
an enthusiastic and talented group of actors.

‘Cooked’ actors from left, Kaspur Franke, Rachael Mayne and Kate Nielsen. Above right, the actors fine-tuning their performance.
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Having trouble getting your goods or packages 
delivered on-time on the Coromandel?

Available on our bus services on the eastern Coromandel, 
                                  connecting to Thames, Ngatea, Pauanui,   

               Tairua, Hahei, Whitianga.

T B C Tairua Bus Company
fresh ideas in transport

We are now offering 
SAME DAY & NEXT DAY courier of mail, 

small packages and oversized items.

DOOR TO DOOR

SAME DAY DELIVERY

OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

T B C

www.tairuabus.co.nz
or contact us on

Email steve@tairuabus.co.nz
Mobile 027 211 0983

It’s simple and easy to book online, visit:

Ending isolation for 
Coromandel Peninsula
Steve Mosen, Owner of the Tairua Bus 
Company, says ending the relative isolation 
of the Eastern Coromandel Peninsula just 
seemed like an excellent idea. With scheduled 
bus services stretching from Whitianga, 
through Hahei, Tairua, Pauanui, Hikuai, 
Thames to Ngatea, the Tairua Bus Company 
has the Peninsula covered.

From time to time, the 
company’s buses have already 
been required to carry legal 
documents, deliver urgent 
medical supplies, and even 
building material urgently 
required to finish a job! 

“We decided to put a service in 
place that makes it simple to book 
your courier mail, packages, 
cargo and other transport needs 
at a very affordable price,” says 
Steve. “You can choose from 
same day delivery within the 
Peninsula, or choose an overnight 
door-to-door option, with prices 
ranging from just $10.”

Based on their twice-daily 
services, they can even connect 
with freight at either Auckland 
CBD or the Airport.

For special consignments 
such as oversize items, or for 
greater Auckland or Hamilton 
deliveries, Steve will provide a 
special quote. “We’ll provide 
an over-the-top experience at an 
affordable price,” says Steve.

The Tairua Bus Company’s 

motto is “fresh ideas in transport,” and there’s 
clearly no shortage of them. Long term, 
Steve is thinking bigger, with plans to meet 
returning tourism demand with a fleet of rental 
cars and vans. “Ultimately we’re positioning 
ourselves as a complete provider of transport 
needs on the Coromandel Peninsula.”

“Fresh ideas in transport… an over-the-top experience  
at an affordable price.” Steve Mosen, (seen above),  

owner of the Tairua Bus Company.

MOSAIC GALLERY
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SUZIE ANDREW
10 DAY EXHIBITION
 START DATE15 JULY 2022

Original Artworks

53 ALBERT STREET, WHITIANGA   07 866 5224
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Photographic Club June 
challenge - light painting
Light Painting is a fun photographic technique where light is 'painted' or 'drawn' onto the photograph using a light 
source during a long exposure. 
'Sparkling Water' by Anita Ruggle-Lussy (below) took out the top spot. This is a well thought out, great composition, 
which is fun and very eye-catching. Second place was awarded to Sean King and Third to Tina Macrae.
Photo of the month - This was won by Karen Moffatt-McLeod with a superbly lit classical portrait 'Matariki Wahine' 
(at right). Karen says, "The Kākahu Dannii is wearing was made by her Nanny Sandy Gaskell in honour of Sandy’s 
Grandmother, (Dannii’s Great Great Grandmother), Princess Mere Te Wai of Ngāti Awa. It is to honour her sacrifice 
of having to send her seven children to live in Whitianga with their Uncle George White after the murder of her 
husband." In second place was Lia Priemus and in third place, Anita Ruggle-Lussy.
Month of July challenge - The challenge is 'Flash photography'. The flash produces a burst of light to help 
illuminate a scene, it can also be used creatively to freeze motion. Anyone keen to join in can email the admin team 
whitiangaphoto@gmail.com (See page 25 for more news)
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  Mid-Winte r
Communi t y Gathe r ing

You are invited to enjoy 
an afternoon of fr iends, family, 
f ree food, and entertainment

Sunday 31s t Ju ly 2:00pm - 4:30 p m

RSVP for cate r ing to 027 24 6 6164
or ema i l :  mau re enke r r62@g ma i l .co m

A Mercu r y Bay Communi t y Tru s t Event

Locat ion: St Andrews Chu rch

  Corner of Albert Street and Owen Street Whit ianga

POSTPONED

By Pauline Stewart

Kia ora, we are ROVE
Rove stands for Restore Our Valued Earth and 
this team of four have been working  to do just 
that or at the very least, as much as they can 
for as much of New Zealand as they can. 

Two members of Rove, Claire and Tim 
Bright, live at Hahei and both grew up on the 
Coromandel Peninsula. Tom and Laura are 
from Christchurch.

They are four friends and four 
environmentalists,  brought together by a 
common dream and passion to restore the 
environment in New Zealand. Recently, they 
spent a day working with Rose Morcom of 
the Purangi Reserves Trust, placing DOC 200 
traps. “It is a heavy job but very much needed 
to eliminate the stoats and rats. Setting them 
out along the trap lines is very tough going,” 
says Rose. But they didn’t just cycle over from 
Hahei to do this for The Purangi Trust, which 
would have been impressive enough. This stop 
was part of a three-month cycle journey all the 
way from Bluff, and they were making twelve 
intentional project stops altogether between 
Bluff and Cape Reinga. This journey began in 
winter (certainly not the best weather) because 
the timing was more suitable for the work 
commitments of our four intrepids.

All along the journey, they have stopped 
to connect with grassroots environmental 
groups and  community-based leaders who 
care for and develop reserve protection.  
At each point, this team of four have 
participated in the local projects and spent 
time with the people who are doing the mahi 
to restore their environments. Another very 
valuable dimension of their work is achieved 
at the same time, but almost happens ‘by the 

way’- the sharing of ideas, methods, successes 
and failures which Rove collects and passes 
on to others, but also records them for their 
website and Facebook. This is the important 
awareness raising that is an essential part of 
Rove’s mission. Rove says, “We wanted to 
learn as much as we could from a variety of 
sources, and spread the word about the great 
local projects that are already underway.” 

Their motivation, Claire sums it up.  
“We wanted to do something to contribute 
to New Zealand especially with the growing 
climate crisis and we also wanted an 

adventure, so we combined the two.”  
The Purangi Conservation Trust, through 

Rose Morcom their Secretary, was well 
aware of Rove’s undertaking and alerted 
The Informer. Rose knew Tim and Claire 
personally, their being local residents. After a 
day’s rest at Tim and Claire’s home in Hahei, 
the Rove team came to assist Rose with the 
work of the Trust by taking some trap boxes 
into the QE2 block for placement. Rose says,   
“We loved hanging out with this motivated 
team of cyclists making their way through 
New Zealand on an environmental mission.  

Please Follow them!”
Rose also explained a little of the Purangi 

Trust’s work, “Our main focus is the QE2 
backdrop which is under the umbrella of 
the Mercury  Bay Environmental Trust.  
The consuming tasks are pest control, 
removing the wilding pines and planting 
natives. We get support from many quarters - 
Pub Charities, Lotteries Environment Heritage 
Fund, private donors, and we raise over a third 
of our annual project costs ourselves. It’s a 
huge job and Kim Lowry of Waikato Regional 
Council helps us to navigate the work and our 
way ahead.” 

The journey to restore the environment is 
an expensive one in terms of passion, energy, 
and the need for volunteers and money. Ask 
anyone involved in the many environmental 
groups and community-based restorative 
projects on the Coromandel  Peninsula. 

This extraordinary cycle journey by ROVE 
from Bluff to Cape Reinga (including Hahei, 
Whitianga and Coromandel) is costly, but paid 
for totally by the four members themselves – 
everything! However, all funds raised through 
their website and Facebook are split equally 
among the twelve local groups they have 
stopped by to work with on their journey the 
length of New  Zealand, and that includes 
the Purangi Conservation Trust. Be generous 
to Rove; get on their Facebook and make a 
donation. They are making a great difference 
and this is a vocational commitment at 
their own expense, not just the huge cycle 
undertaking. 

Check out www.rovenz.co.nz for the 
Facebook link and how to donate. It’s easy!

The Rove team left to right: Claire, Laura, Tom and Tim.
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Creative acts of kindness –  
an invitation to create
A digital celebration of kindness as a force for social good

How do you interact with kindness in  
your life?
Creative Acts of Kindness is a brand-
new project from Creative Waikato 
empowering local artists to celebrate 
kindness through commissioned works 
presented as either a 90-second video or 
a digital poster.  
There’s a total of 40 paid opportunities 
from $500-$1000 for emerging and 
established Waikato artists to create 
mahi under this project - and proposal 
submissions are open now until 18th July. 
The brief - through the lens of your arts practice - what does kindness mean to you? 
Individually. Culturally. Socially. How do you interpret kindness and how does kindness 
show up in your life? Creative Acts of Kindness seeks a wealth of perspectives and a vast 
range of expressions that showcase diverse talents from all corners of the mighty Waikato 
region. (This includes Coromandel Peninsula.)
However you create - dance, song, spoken word, visual or moving images, collage, 
photography, design, drama, movement and more - this is an opportunity to share an act of 
kindness and capture it digitally. 
“We want to see creativity used as a force for social good,” shares Creative Waikato CEO, 
Dr Jeremy Mayall. “And the way that we do that is by celebrating the strengths of our 
community.”
Emerging as a response to online negativity, the project aims to prompt the general public 
to consider how they interact with kindness and how they can better imbed kindness into 
their community, whānau, friendships and mahi, using accessible and achievable daily 
actions. The final works will be launched for public viewing in late August, and will be 
housed on a dedicated webpage through Creative Waikato’s kotahitangagallery.nz.
At this stage, Creative Waikato are accepting proposals only, and submitting works already 
completed under this brief will not be commissioned. 
Find out all the criteria and the proposal submission form at www.creativewaikato.co.nz.
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Like us on Facebook.  
Follow us on Twitter.

Check us out on Instagram.

See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

ONLINE POLL FOR JULY 2022
Would you like to see a regular environmental feature  

in the paper covering a broad range of issues and topics?
Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

Evakona - students return to Whitianga
By Tony Stickley

With the gradual opening of New Zealand 
borders, international students from Japan 
are slowly returning to Whitianga’s Evakona 
Education (English Language School), and 
there to greet them in their own language, 
will be student support staff Atsuko Carse.

Ako, as she is known, well understands 
how nervous some of the youngsters may 
be coming to a strange land with an entirely 
different culture. She was only eleven when 
she moved from Japan to Whitianga, where 
her mother Eriko McLean became a teacher 
of Japanese at Mercury Bay Area School. 
Evakona is right beside MBAS, which Ako 
attended as a youngster.

The language school, which has a campus 
in Thames as well, caters mostly for Japanese 
students wanting to learn and perfect their 
English before going on to study at high 
school here. “In a little way our school is a 
first step for these students, because there 
is a big cultural gap. Coming here from 
Japan to improve their English requires an 
environment where they feel comfortable 
and where  they have Japanese support, and 
then the following year, when they are a bit 
more confident in their English and more 
used to the culture here, they move onto high 
school,” said Ako, with only the slightest hint 
of a Japanese accent.

“At the beginning there is quite a lot of 
adjustment but over time they do adjust to 
their new surroundings and integrate into the 
culture.” Ako  that while teaching Japanese 
at MBAS, her mother Eriko was also looking 
after international students when she decided 
to set up Evakona Education, as the language 
school is officially called, 22 years ago. “She 
started to feel the need for a language school, 
especially for Japanese students, because 
their English was not good enough to cope at 
High School. “They needed more support or 

help with their English at the high school to 
study,” said Ako.

Evakona, which deals with many high 
schools throughout the Waikato and the Bay 
of Plenty, offers a 10-month High School 
Preparation course, teaching NCEA Level 
One and awarding credits, as well as offering 
shorter English language courses, varying 
in length from one week to three months, 
usually during Northern Hemisphere summer 
months when students are on holiday from 
their school. “Students, who are usually 15 
or 16, stay with us for a year and then they 

choose the high school they want to go to, 
but we also take some younger ones,” Ako 
said.

MBAS also offers English language courses 
to overseas students, but their students are 
mostly European. Ako explained that the 
students live with home-stay families, which 
must meet Government regulations and 
which Evakona checks out.

“We have many home-stay families, but 
because of Covid, quite a lot of them decided 
not to continue, but we hope that they will 
come back,” she said. Covid also affected the 

way the language school operated, having to 
set up online courses for students in Japan 
and getting permission from the authorities 
to continue offering NCEA credits remotely.  
“We had no choice because we had no other 
way of doing our courses,” Ako said. With 
the partial opening of the border, Evakona, 
which can cope with up to 60 students, has 
been awarded 20 of the 5000 international 
student visa places on offer from the 
Government.

Initially, the school had thought that the 
borders would open in a few months, so they 
started online teaching, but when the borders 
stayed firmly closed for two years, students, 
who had wanted to come to New Zealand to 
go to High School, decided to go to places 
like Canada and the USA instead. This year 
more were planning to come to New Zealand. 

“I think that international education is 
the third or fourth biggest industry in New 
Zealand, bringing in a huge amount of 
income for the community, tourist operators 
and schools. Evakona Education is not just 
the school you see: we place and support 
international students into schools around 
New Zealand, early learning centres, and 
primary, secondary and tertiary education.  
So, it was a huge blow financially when the 
borders closed. We work with many schools 
in the Bay of Plenty and Waikato, where 
some of the international departments closed 
down because they had no students. It was 
a real shame because people lost their jobs,” 
Ako said.

As well as giving a financial fillip to the 
economy, international students also added a 
cultural dimension which was beneficial for 
Kiwi students as well.    “It is good that the 
borders have started opening and hopefully 
things will get back to normal soon,”  
she said.

A mother-daughter team for the Japanese students: Eriko McLean,  
Principal and founder of Evakona (at left of group) and Atsuko (Ako), daughter of Eriko  

and Student Support Coordinator (standing at far right of photo).
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THE PRICES WILL TICKLE YOU PINK ! 
@ 1/B LEE ST.   PH.866 0100

***AWARD WINNER*** 
NZ TOP SHOP AWARDS  -  PEOPLE’S CHOICE CATEGORY

HUGE THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND ALL YOUR VOTES ! 

$2
$2
$2
$2
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QUALITY DOESN’T HAVE TO COST MORE - 
IT’S WORTH A PEEK @ PINKY’S 

Holiday Fun and Games at the 
Mercury Bay Library
By Francesca Dowling

Thinking of ways to keep your children’s 
minds sharp over the school holidays? The 
Mercury Bay Library has put together some 
“creative workshops” and “DIY sessions” for 
children aged 7 to 12, or 6 and younger with 
adult supervision, to pop by the library on 
Blacksmith Lane for a bit of fun. 

The holiday programme has already kicked 
off Monday, 11 July,  but as the activities 
and workshops run five days a week from 
Monday to Friday for all of the library’s 
opening hours till 22 July, you  and your 
children and grandchildren have time to 
engage. A plethora of activities that will 
appeal to an array of young people have been 
organised,  including ‘String Craft’ Mondays, 
‘Creative Design’ Tuesdays, ‘Get Digital’ 
Wednesdays, ‘STEAM Lab’ Thursdays 
and ‘Play and Explore’ Fridays. Along with 
each of these days, there will also be hour-

long bookable workshops that kids can take 
part in such as learning to crochet with the 
Crochet Club between 2:00pm - 3:00pm on 
Monday, ‘Sculpt and Make’ workshop on 
Tuesday, a ‘Digital Storytelling’ workshop 
on Wednesday and a ‘Science/Tech craft’ 
workshop, all of which will be held between 
10:30am - 11:30am. Besides the Monday 
crochet workshop, bookings are essential for 
the other workshops throughout the week as 
spaces are limited.

This programme is a great learning 
opportunity for the local children in Mercury 
Bay, but also a great excuse for parents and 
caregivers to have their nose buried between 
the pages of one of the library’s newest books 
on the shelves while the kids have a blast.

For further information or to prebook a 
space in one of the listed workshops call the 
Mercury Bay Library, 07 866 4776.
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Kiwis Flock to Support Kiwis
By John Pratt

As many as 85 people braved four winter 
nights in June, to conduct the first ever 
regional Kiwi population count. The survey 
covered an area from Moehau down to the 
Maretoto valley.

The survey is essentially based on listening 
for the distinctive Kiwi calls as they become 
active during the night. Over three training 
events, volunteers first had to learn how to 
operate the 45 listening sites, while automatic 
acoustic recorders were stationed at an 
additional nine locations. 

Katharina Hecht, Project Coordinator of 
the survey, has been thrilled to watch passion 
for the project grow as volunteers stepped 
up to take part. “Participation in the survey 
has created something of a buzz throughout 
the region. After some initial hesitation to 
commit to four nights in a row, the feedback 
from the volunteers has been altogether 
fabulous. Many knew or had heard rumours 
about the presence of Kiwi, and now we can 
start to put survey data to these reports.”

The important feature of this survey is the 
coordination and overall scale of the survey, 
providing an accurate baseline of the Kiwi 
population in the region.The Coromandel is 

already known to be a place dense with both 
kiwi and those who wish to help kiwi thrive.

Predator Free Hauraki Coromandel 
Community Trust (PFHCCT) Chief 
Executive, Jude Hooson says, “Undertaking 
this standard of monitoring on an ongoing 
basis will provide us with a greater ability to 
track our collective impact over time, evolve 
our programme where necessary and attract 
greater funding support.”

On a very local note, three small groups in 
the Tairua area took up the challenge to listen 
for the kiwi calls over four nights, two of 
their number being teenagers. They selected 
three sites under the umbrella of the Tairua 
Environment group. The sites had to be away 
from the sound of the sea, the cars and normal 
house sounds and all sites were checked out 
to ensure they were appropriate. Two sites 
heard nothing  but for one site, it was a busy 
time listening finally recording the call of 
seven different kiwis – four males and three 
females.

Teams in the Kūaotunu and Otama areas 
were organised by Paula Williams. This  Kiwi 
Call survey is an inaugural one and will be 
repeated over the next two years.

Kuaotunu re-planting a 
successful team effort

Kūaotunu Dune planting held recently on Grays Beach brought out over 40 people including local residents, 
back owners and visitors to Kūaotunu reserve to take part in a community planting bee. The clouds cleared 
after heavy rain through the night and Roimata Taimana led the project with a karakia. The 400metre 
square area had been prepared by the Thames Coromandel District Council Coastal Restoration team.  
The dense weed cover on the foredunes had previously been sprayed, and then mechanically removed. 
Fresh sand was then bought up from the beach and the site levelled to allow the planting of Spinifex, 
a sand binding plant, on the seaward side. Knobby club rush and muehlenbeckia were planted on the 
landward side of the sand zone. 
Spinifex is key to dune building. Its deep roots thrive in raw sand and it is tolerant of salt spray, prolonged 
dryness and strong winds. In all, the group planted 1300 plants; such a great effort by everyone.  
The weather was sunny and warm with everyone enjoying the time to interact on that Matariki weekend. 
A special thank you to Andrea Whitehead, TCDC Coastal Coordinator, who had organized the plants and 
preparation of the site. Andrea was joined on the day by Kim Lowry from Mercury Bay Environmental 
Trust. Kim helped drill many of the holes ready for planting. His knowledge of dune planting was much 
appreciated by all. The Kūaotunu Dune Care Group meet the third Wednesday of each month to help restore 
our dunes and back dunes, so we can maintain the natural beauty that we, as the Kūaotunu community, 
attach to our coastline from Cuvier Beach Reserve to Blackjack Recreation Reserve.
Photo and story courtesy of Jenny Crawford.

Photo courtesy of Jude Hoosen from the Kiwi Call Survey.
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021 724 200
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Kirstin Brown
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Call now for your private appointment or see advertised open homes and view all our listings at www.harcourtscoromandel.co.nz
Lance Parker 
021 041 2587
Marketing  
Consultant

harcourts.co.nz Harcourts Whitianga  • 71 Albert Street  P 07 866 4981Coromandel Beaches Realty Ltd: Licenced Agent REAA 2008

Tairua,  17 Bennett Drive
•	An	ultra-modern,	near	new	condition	home	located	in	a	fantastic	cul-de-sac	close	to	town	and		
		the	water.
•	The	open	plan	kitchen	&	dining	lead	out	to	a	spectacular	north	facing	deck	and	manicured	lawns.
•	Perfect	for	enjoying	the	summer	sun	with	plenty	of	room	for	entertaining.
For Sale Auction	On	Site	11am	on	6th	August	(unless	sold	prior)	
View harcourts.co.nz/	TRU4275	
Philippa Evans 021 266 9295
Adam Fuller 022 018 0856

Whitianga,  106 Wharekaho Road

For Sale By	negotiation	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21705	
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

•	Enjoy	180	degree	sea	&	island	views	&		
			beautiful	sunsets.
•	4	bdrms,	3	bthrms	plus	a	2	bdrm,1	bthrm	
			sleepout!
•	Step	out	and	feel	the	sand	between	your	toes!

Whitianga,  22 Leeward Drive
•	A	great	opportunity	to	acquire	this	4	bdrm			
		home	with	views	of	the	canal.
•	2	living,	2	bthrms,	covered	bbq	area,	pet	
		friendly	&	boat	ramp	access.
•	Double	internal	access	garage	&	parking	for	
			the	campervan	or	boat.
For Sale By	negotiation	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21724	
Peter MacGregor 
M	027 224 7332

Whitianga,  16 Ngaroma Crescent     
•	Impressive	canal	front	property	offering		
			4	bdrms,	2	bthrms	&	open	plan	living.
•	Media	room,	covered	entertainment	area,		
			triple	garage,	huge	boat	park	&	pontoon.
•	Properties	of	this	calibre	are	quite	rare	so		
			don’t	miss	this	opportunity!
For Sale $2,795,000	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21684	
Peter MacGregor 
M	027 224 7332

Whitianga,  18 Pacific Place
•	3	good	sized	bedrooms,	ensuite	PLUS	huge	
		office	space	&	more!
•	Open	plan	kitchen,	dining	&	living	area,	
		separate	TV	room,	study	rooms.
•	Well	maintained,	good	backyard	access,	200m		
		(approx)	to	Buffalo	Beach!
For Sale By	negotiation	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718	
Noelene Bellingham
M	027 280 8477

Whitianga,  16 Tironui Place
•	The	elevated	position	of	this	home	offers	the	best	of	both	worlds	with	stunning	views	over			
			Mercury	Bay	and	the	lush	rural	landscapes.
•	This	sunny	home	boasts	3	double	bedrooms,	2	bathrooms,	open	plan	kitchen,	dining	&	lounge.
•	Large	entertainers	deck	or	just	a	7	minute	drive	to	the	beach.

Cooks Beach,  108 Captain Cook Road
•	Sunny,	north	facing,	big	hearted	family	home	on	809sqm	(mol)	site	with	beautiful	sea	views.
•	6	bedrooms,	3	bathrooms	and	lovely	cosy	wood	burner	in	the	lounge.
•	The	rumpus	&	downstairs	area	has	fabulous	new	flooring	&	the	internal	access	garage	would		
			make	a	fantastic	games	room.	
•	For	the	fisher	folk	there’s	a	large	double	boat	garage	with	fish	bench	and	garden	shed.
For Sale Auction	On	Site	1pm	on	23rd	July	(unless	sold	prior)	
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0001	
Paulette & Hendry Tainsh 
M	027 241 2001

For Sale By	negotiation	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21727	
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

NEW
LISTING

Whitianga,  130 Buffalo Beach Road
•	On	a	corner	site	across	from	Buffalo	Beach,	
			this	lovely	home	is	just	perfect.
•	Totally	refurbished	3	bdrm	with	new	kitchen,	
			carpet	&	flooring.
•	Outdoor	sun	trap	plus	2	single	garages	
			complete	the	picture.
For Sale By	negotiation		
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21725	
Anne Hamilton
M	027 488 6675

AUCTION

Whitianga,  2 Roseberry Place               
•	Waterways	–	just	like	new	but	with	none	of	
the	wait!
•	Offering	3	bedrooms,	2	bathrooms,	open	
plan	living	and	conservatory.
•	Archgola	&	double	internal	access	garage,	
stunning	landscaping	and	boat	ramp	access.
For Sale By	negotiation	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21720	
Peter MacGregor 
M	027 224 7332

Whitianga,  16a Jackman Avenue
•	This	tidy	and	comfortable	3	bedroom	charmer	is	timber-clad,	filled	with	character	&	fully	fenced.
•	There’s	a	heat	pump,	spacious	bathroom,	an	extra	outdoor	shower,	fish	bench	and	easy-care	grounds.
•	With	ramp	access	and	an	automatic	garage	door,	living	is	a	breeze	for	retirees!		Great	first	home/
		beach	bach	or	potential	rental.
For Sale $795,000	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21729	
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

NEW
LISTING

NEW
LISTING

Whitianga,  8 Oribi Place
•	This	lovingly	maintained,	4	bedroom,	2	bathroom	home	is	set	on	a	830sqm	(mol)	site	in	a	desirable								
			cul-de-sac.
•	Boasting	an	office/5th	bedroom,	dining	and	open	plan	kitchen	plus	a	second	lounge	opening	
			to	the	substantial	deck.
•	The	triple	garage	with	enough	room	for	the	cars	or	water	toys	completes	the	picture.
For Sale Deadline	Sale	4pm	29th	July	(unless	sold	prior)	
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718	
Grace Pene 
M	027 862 4002

NEW
LISTING

AUCTION
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Make your voice heard
Make a submission on Labour’s Three Waters today.  
Visit www.parliament.nz and search for Water Services Entities Bill

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Thinking about thinking 
Iron law of bureaucracy and the Shirky principle

Max explores the way we think. This week (Issue 
11) is very provoking for every government 
department and volunteer organisation.

Biases and illogical behaviour can be tested 
and observed in individuals. They also show 
up in groups and organisations, often in very 
interesting and counter intuitive ways.

Many of us have been frustrated with 
bureaucracy. There are some laws around 
organisations that explain why large 
organisations are the way they are, and 
understanding these, may help us to create 
organisations that avoid these traps. We have 
already explored one of these biases in this 
series when we looked at the Peters principle.

Jerry Pournell (1933-2017,) notable as being 
one of the first bloggers, coined a number of 
laws. His most famous is Pournelle’s iron law 
of bureaucracy which states,

“In any bureaucracy, the people devoted to 
the benefit of the bureaucracy itself always 
get in control, and those dedicated to the goals 
the bureaucracy is supposed to accomplish, 
have less and less influence, and sometimes 
are eliminated entirely.”

He later rewrote this law using 132 words 
and the longer version didn’t catch on. He 
felt there are two types of people within 
organisations. Firstly, there are those who are 
devoted to its goals, like classroom teachers in 
a school, engineers at production companies, 
ratepayers in a council and fundraisers 
or volunteers at charity organisations. 
Secondly, there are those dedicated to the 
organisation itself; the managers, unions and 
officials. Pournelle’s law states that in every 
case, the second group will gain control 
of the organisation. They will control the 

promotions and write the rules.
Charles Stross summarised the rule as 

“the iron law of bureaucracy states that 
for all organisations, most of their activity 
will be devoted to the perpetuation of 
the organisation, not to the pursuit of its 
ostensible objective.”  Stross felt that the 
pursuit of the perpetuation of the organisation 
was important and that without this effort, 
many important organisations would fail.

Clay Shirky coined the Shirky Principle 
which is similar but different. He stated that 
“Institutions will try to preserve the problem 
to which they are the solution.”

He felt that as no one wants to be made 
redundant, organisations will always try to 
continue. The mechanics, which is the solution 
to cars that require repairs, will not want to 
provide cars which don’t need replacing. 
The healthcare company providing drugs to 
help with an illness, will not want the illness 
cured. Taking this to its logical conclusion, 
organisations to stop climate change will not 
want an end to climate change.

When you combine the Shirky principle 
and the Iron law of Bureaucracy you end up 
with self-perpetuating organisations run by 
people who no longer care about the purpose 
of the organisation. However a principle 
is not a universal law. Rather, it indicates a 
propensity. The Shirky principle tells us that 
without intervention, things will tend in this 
direction. Organisations can be aware of these 
factors and guard themselves against them.

“It is difficult to get a man to understand 
something, when his salary depends on his 
not understanding it.”  Upton Sinclair
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KEY CUTTING ALSO 
AVAILABLE ON SITE

Whitianga Hardware
67 Cook Drive, Whitianga

whhka@xtra.co.nz • 07 866 5767 or 027 527 2993

WELDING
EQUIPMENT

IN STORE NOW!

Esseti

What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAL EvENTS
July School holiday fun at Mercury Bay and 
Tairua Libraries
Creative workshops and DIY sessions, Monday 
11 - Friday 22 July (excluding weekends). For 
more information and workshop times, see the 
TCDC website: www.tcdc.govt.nz/libraries or 
contact Mercury Bay Library on 07 866 4776  
or Tairua Library on 07 864 7960.
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 15 October. Five distances ranging 
from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.
co.nz for more information and to enter.
“Live Well Plant Based Cooking Workshops” 
First Sunday of month, 2:00pm-3:30pm. Next 
workshop, 7 August at the Town Hall. Text/call 
022 354 4069 to register or just come along.

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIvITIES AND EvENTS ARE 
DEPENDENT ON COvID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIvITIES/EvENTS
Justices of the Peace
Barbara Blair: Phone (07) 866 5181 or (021) 310 351
Bess Kingi Edmonds: Phone (07) 866 5277
Derek Collier: Phone (027) 436 8444
Noel Hewlett: Phone (021) 177 4852
David Harvey: Phone (021) 177 4852
Peter Bould: Phone (021) 923 198
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - 
Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 
9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm.
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open 
Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am 
- 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed 
for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen 
due to Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: 
Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 
4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on  
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 
6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more 
information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 
866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For 
those affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social 
Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 

people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street 
from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, 
housie, etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian 
Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various 
times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications 
and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on  
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@
gmail.com for more information.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 
noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the 
diesel truck stop. All welcome.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm 
at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us 
for a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone 
Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Creative Fibre NZ 1972
Spin, knit, weave, crochet. Meets first and third Wednesday 
of every month, 10:00am to 1:00pm, supper room  
of Mercury Bay Hall. Phone: (07) 8663225 or 0272565016.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at 
the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.  
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more 
information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on 
(021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more 
information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F 
White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free 
entry. Visitors welcome.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 
10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat 
well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight 

wisely. Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on 
(027) 294 1750 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town 
Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan 
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more 
information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every 
Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is 
also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as an 
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs 
$5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact 
Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the 
Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. 
Phone Anne on (07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more 
information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the 
Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone 
Carol on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday 
at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, 
Whitianga. Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 
9203 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the 
Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Kūaotunu Dune Care
Meets every third Wednesday of the month. Protecting 
the dunes by removing weeds and rubbish and planting 
native dune plants. If you would like to get involved 
please emailkuaotunudunecare@gmail.com to get on the 
emailing list.
Cooks Beach Care Group
Meet new friends, learn about conservation and make a 
difference. We meet for hands-on weeding and planting 
Thursdays, 9 - 11 am. Register onwww.cooksbeachcare.
org.nz or text  Adele 021-2016625.

Mercury Bay Environmental Trust
Meets every Tuesday and Friday from 9 am-11 am, 
location advised prior. Volunteering with nature is excellent 
for general well-being and helps protect our coastal 
environment, and a great way to make new friends. For 
more info or to get involved, please go to www.mbet.co.nz 
or email mbenvironmentaltrust@gmail.com.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am 
- 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more 
information.
American Muscle Street & Custom Club Whitianga 
Club meetings first Sunday of the month, 11:00am at 
Smittys for cars and coffee. Phone Reg and Julie Smith 
on 027 493 5822.
“Live Well Plant Based Cooking Workshops” First 
Sunday of month, 2:00pm - 3:30pm. 7 August - Town Hall,  
4 September - Town Hall, 6 October - Town Hall. Register 
for free. Text/call 022 354 4069 and/or just come along.



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1010 - 12 July 2022Page 18

© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 1010

Last week’s winner - Peter Hull

Last week’s solution PC Electrical Ltd

• New House Wiring • Boat & Caravan EWOF
• Lighting Design • Security Systems • Maintenance

• House Retrofitting • Heat Pumps
• Underfloor & Under Tile Heating • Solar Energy

admin@pcelectrical.co.nz

Registered Electrician / Inspector

Ph 07 866 5509

www.pcelectrical.co.nz

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz 
to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from 
the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under 
the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

ACROSS 
1.   Altered
4.   Yellow-brown shade
7.   Many-sided figure
8.   Rogue
9.   Decapitate
12. Tussled
15. Shut out
17. Glided
18. Haul strenuously
21. Ogling, ... at
22. Destructive insects
23. Walked wearily

DOWN
1.   Turned to powder
2.   Rope loops
3.   Excavates
4.   Army vehicle
5.   Feminine
6.   Ox harness
10. Miniature (animal)
11. Listens to
13. Numbed
14. Acquires
16. Tinned
18. Basketball ring
19. Deciduous trees
20. Brave deed
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Outstanding 
scholarship 
offered for  
the best logo 

TOWING & TRANSPORT 
SERVICES

Contact Steve 022 349 4868

HIAB SERVICES
Contact Mavis 027 439 4597

EMAIL
tow.whitianga@gmail.com

                   Follow us on 

TOWING
TRANSPORT
UNLOCKS
JUMP STARTS
HIABS
SALVAGE

Thank you to Smithys Mechanical, East Coast Automotive 
and A2B Signs for making this all a reality.

We have all your towing, transport and hiab 
services covered on the Coromandel Peninsula

If Sophia Can Do It, Why not?

Stan’s Stuff
By Stan Stewart, co-owner of The Mercury Bay Informer

There was a time, say 40 years ago, when 
the bathroom mirror and I were reasonable 
friends. These mornings the mirror is more 
like an adversary. What a way to start the day; 
surveying the sags and flab and indents. 

Currently I am staying in Brisbane to support 
my son who is hospitalized with an insidious, 
creeping paralysis. The two shopping areas 
closest to his apartment are upmarket. 
Second only to restaurants in number, are 
beauty therapists, including plastic surgeons.  
A great variety of procedures are on offer - 
fills, cuts, sucks, stretches etc.  A central aim 
of much of this body sculpting, (building or 
demolishing), is to minimise or even reverse 
the ravages of the passing years; for instance, 
my problem with the bathroom mirror. Is this 
the way of the future in the affluent west? 
As we are living longer, will nip and tuck 
become as expected and accepted as visits to 
the doctor and dentist are now? Maybe it has 
already happened, and I’ve been too sleepy 
to notice.

However, what I do always notice are 
children, especially children in trouble. 
Browsing through Netflicks, I came across 
a film about a street smart, orphaned young 
boy and another boy, the child of a prostitute 
who are rescued by an elderly day.  Titled, 
‘The Life Ahead’ the film is set in an Adriatic 
port city not too long ago. I had only read 
the Netflicks’ story line, not noticing the 
details of the cast. I was ready for a feel-good 
movie. However, this movie had in it more 
than I expected. Here is the kicker. I was 
totally unprepared for what I saw in the first 
minutes of the movie. The boy stealing an 
old lady’s shopping bag came as no surprise. 
My surprise came when the old lady starts 

talking in Italian about her loss. I thought I 
recognized her, but from when and where?

Then it hit me – that’s Sophia Loren. 
Couldn’t be - but it was! She wasn’t playing 
an old lady. She was the old lady. How old 
must she be? I now know that in 2020, when 
she made the movie, she was 86. 

Along with millions of others, I remember 
her as the most glamorous woman in the 
world. She was the epitome of female beauty 
and glamour. She was the Italian Marilyn 
Munroe. Whenever she was in public, 
photographers flocked after her. Now she is 
an old lady. In the film she looks, dresses and 
speaks as an old lady, which is what she is. I 
wonder how she gets on with her bathroom 
mirror? I suspect she has some of the 
adjustments I referred to earlier. But nothing 
can change the fact she is now an old lady.

The Guardian (United Kingdom newspaper) 
has a very good interview with her. The 
heading for the article is a quote from Sophia, 
‘The body changes. The mind does not.’ 

In the context of her life now, she was 
asked about feelings of insecurity or self-
doubt.  This was her reply. “Yes, well, maybe 
sometimes. But then I say to myself, Shut up, 
be strong. Just keep going and try.” Making 
this movie in her 86th year is an example of 
how she understands her reality and responds 
to it.

I remember an advertisement for a 
retirement complex which had as its heading, 
“Are you ready for a 20 year vacation?” The 
image beneath the heading was of a bronzed, 
fit looking couple, drinking wine by a pool. 
Actually, I think they were in the pool. I have 
long suspected that we can do more with our 
senior years than being on a vacation. What 

about continuing to do what you love and 
what you are good at? It seems to me, that 
could be more fun than sipping wine in a pool 
for twenty years.

I am grateful to Sophia for doing what she 
is good at. Through her art she will bring the 
humanity of a warm heart to the millions who 
will watch this film. She had no financial or 
personal need to take on this project. She did 
it because she could. I feel it is a gift from her 
heart. It gives the finger to our adversary in 
the bathroom mirror.  It says, “so what, my 
body has changed! The important thing is, 
I am still me and I can still do some of the 
things I love. I can still contribute.

P.S. The movie was produced by her son, 
Edoardo Ponti. I wonder did he call her 
Mamma on set?

The biggest annual fishing tournament in 
Mercury Bay by far, is the Kubota Billfish 
Classic, set down for 16,17,18 March 2023.  
Fishermen and women as well as boaties, 
spectators and their families come from afar 
to swell the Mercury Bay Area for the three 
days and more.
A significant extra dimension of this 
tournament will be that all competitors 
and their supporters wear a special t-shirt 
embossed with a logo created just for that 
tournament. The t-shirt is also snapped up by 
members of the public. 
For 2023, promising to be the biggest 
number of visitors and competitions ever, a 
scholarship is being offered to young artists 
for the best logo design for the Tournament 
t-shirt.  It is not an easy task to design a logo  
but the incentive of a $5,000 scholarship for 
the artist to further their education in art 
and/or design is an outstanding offer by the 
members of the Mercury Bay Fishing Club. 
The details are not all set at this time but it 
will be a scholarship available to those young 
artists who live and/or work locally. Tom 
Maxwell, Club member and co-ordinator of  
this very generous scholarship, said, “Initially, 
this was to be offered only to the Mercury Bay 
Area School students, but now we will cast 
a wider net, though we are pleased for any 
MBAS student to enter. We are very excited 
that recent events have increased it from 
$2,500 to $5,000.” The Informer will print the 
details as soon as they are available, and they 
will also be on the website of the MBGFC.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Peter Sheehan

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

 Sudoku Puzzle 1010

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“E aua./Kāore i te mōhio [ahau]” - “[I] Don’t know.”  

(Either or both of these sentences could be used together/individually to mean the same thing.). 
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

Coastline Pool and Spa Ltd

info@spapool.co.nz

- Sales

- Service
- Maintenance

Chemicals • Pumps 
Filters•Covers•Heaters

P - (07) 211 9445  
Nathan - 021 653 907

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or 
scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under 
the COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time.



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Page 21Issue 1010 - 12 July 2022

Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1182
Fishing Report  

This week, it’s for kids! This week we will talk 
about some fish facts for kids. Adults won’t 
know some of the fun facts so test yourself 
along with the children. (Segments taken from 
studies by US Department of Commerce.)
How many fish species are there? The most 
often quoted estimate of the number of fish 
species is 30,000. There may be as many as 
10,000 more.
What's the world's largest fish? The largest 
fish in the world ... is actually a shark. 
Specifically, the whale shark, which grows to 
more than 15.5 metres long and may weigh 
several tons. The second largest is the basking 
shark, which can measure up to 12.2metres 
long.
What's the world's smallest commercially 
caught fish? The smallest fish is the tiny goby, 
which lives in the Philippines. It rarely grows 
longer than half an inch at adulthood, yet is so 
abundant it supports a fishery.
What's the most common fish in the ocean? 
The most common fish is any of the species of 
a deepwater fish sometimes called a "bristle 
mouth." The fish is about the size of a small 
minnow. It is caught at 500 metres or deeper 
all over the world.
What are the oldest fish in the world? 
The oldest fish-like animals are those with 
sucking mouths, like lampreys and hagfish. 
They stopped evolving before the development 
of biting jaws.

Zoologists study these bottom-dwelling fish 
because some parts of their bodies can help 
to explain evolution from low to advanced  
life forms.

How long do fish live? The Orange Roughey 
lives more than 100 years. How long a fish 
lives depends on its species.
Do fish breathe air? Fish breathe oxygen, not 
air. Their gills contain a network of fine blood 
vessels that diffuse the oxygen throughout the 
fish's membranes. However – often you will 
see mullet jumping – what they are actually 
doing is gulping oxygenated air to help them 
breath where the oxygen levels in the water 

they are swimming in lacks oxygen.
Do fish sleep? The dictionary defines sleep as 
a recurrent period of rest in which the nervous 
system is inactive, the eyes closed. Most fish 
don't have eyelids (except for sharks). Also, a 
great many fish have nearly motionless lives. 
But most fish rest. Some float in place, some 
wedge themselves into a spot in the mud or 
the coral, some even build themselves a nest. 
They are still alert for danger, but they are also 
"sleeping".
How do fish swim? Fish swim primarily by 
contracting bands of muscles in sequence on 
alternate sides of the body. This whips the tail 

very rapidly from side to side in a sculling 
motion. Vertical fins are used mainly for 
stabilization. Paired pectoral and pelvic fins 
are used primarily for stability when a fish 
hovers. Sometimes fish might use them to aid 
rapid forward motion.

Tunas and tuna-like fish, billfish, and 
certain sharks are the speed champions. They 
can reach 80-85 km per hour in short bursts. 
Sustained swimming speeds generally range 

from about 8 to 16 km per hour among strong 
swimmers. A number of fish species can swim 
backwards, but usually don't. Those that can 
are mostly members of one of the eel families. 
Most fish swim in the horizontal position.  

The seahorse is among the exceptions. 
Another is the shrimp fish of the Indian 
Ocean. It swims vertically, its long tube-like 
snout pointing directly upward. A catfish that 
lives in the Nile and other African rivers also 
swims in the vertical posture. Many kinds of 
midwater deep sea fish swim or rest vertically.
Are all fish edible? Most kinds of fish 
encountered by anglers are edible. The organs 
of some species are always poisonous to man. 
Fish can become toxic because of elements in 
their diets.
Is there much salt in fish? More than 240 
species contain so little salt that doctors 
recommend them in salt-free diets. Shark 
meat is salty, as salty as the sea the shark  
lives in.
Why do fish sometimes have a strong odor? 
For most species, truly fresh fish is almost 
odourless. Fish begin to smell "fishy" when 
it starts to deteriorate, when it isn't stored or 
preserved correctly.
Be safe out there and if in doubt, don’t go out.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz

Trigger fish swim both backwards and forwards.



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1010 - 12 July 2022Page 22

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1010

Last week’s winner - Bev Morris

Last week’s solution - 

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email 
your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz 
to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from 
Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed under Covid-19 Alert Level 2 or lower.

Seeing Double Instructions  - Each pair of words share two middle letters. The first has been 
filled in as an example. Complete the remaining words to find the mystery keyword reading down.

1. Senator 2. RED HERRING 3. Baronet
4. RED HERRING 5. Pontiff 6. Coroner 7. Referee
8. Emperor 9. Marshal 10. Speaker

Brain Teaser - Seeing Double
© Lovatts Puzzles

Thumbs 
Up
to all those 
caregivers 
- parents, 
grandparents, neighbours, 
friends and others 
- looking after and 
entertaining kids through 
the school holidays. Your 
efforts are so appreciated! 
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One dog and 50 residents
By Pauline Stewart

A crowd waited expectantly at 11am last 
Friday, 8 July, for Rebecca Cox, Manager of 
Mercury Bay Museum, to pull off the covers 
of what was the new display at the Mercury 
Bay Museum.  When she finished speaking 
about the creation of the new display, and 
pulled the cloth, everyone was gratified. 
Damon Christensen, a master constructor of 
the miniature and model display, has lovingly 
created a quaint and amazing model of 
Whitianga township in 1943.

This display, especially prepared to coincide 
with the school holidays, will be a treat for 
children and families. The detail of the model 
- buildings, people, dog, roads, vegetation, 
shops - was all fastidiously copied from an 
aerial photograph of that time and yes, there 
were 50 people and one dog registered as 
occupants of Whitianga township in 1943 and 
all 50, plus the dog, are included in the model. 
Over 208 hours of painstaking work by Damon 

Rebecca Cox, Manager of the Museum, thanks Damon Christensen at the unveiling  
of the 1943 model of Whitianga that he created.

has created a charming three-dimensional 
memory for all visitors to the Museum. Called 
‘Our Town, Our Place’, Rebecca informed the 
gathering that it will be related to a curriculum 
yet to be developed to bring alive the formative 
years of Whitianga’s settled history. 

 The staff and volunteers who were dressed 
so smartly in black screenprinted t-shirts, 
generously offered details about the history 
portrayed in the model and lead visitors 
to other aspects of the museums displays.  
Not to be passed up was an inviting morning 
tea. The new model nestled well among 
so many interesting artefacts and displays.  
The work of the Mercury Bay Historical 
Society, the staff of the Museum and other 
charitable organisations in Whitianga, have 
ensured a very fine museum to educate and 
enchant hosts of visitors for years to come. 
Damon’s significant gift as a skilled and 
passionate volunteer has added to this legacy.

Claim an adventure this 
school holidays

Whitianga Pig Hunting Club with Coroglen Tavern as Host, is inviting you to take your child hunting,  
to catch a pig!

If not a pig, you can catch a possum, rabbit or snapper instead of a pig. It’s your choice in this 
hunting competition. No one is on their own with the choice of having a team of up to four people.  
Enter only one category, that is, choose a creature to hunt - pig, possum, rabbit or snapper (legal 
size). There’s a free meal at the end of every competition and spot prizes.

With two age categories; Junior from 0 to 8 years, and Intermediate between 9 and 16 years, it 
provides fair competition with parents right beside their children or younger team members. This is 
a very different and adventurous way to spend the last weekend of the school holidays,  22, 23, and 
24 July, and it costs only $10 to register. The organisers guarantee that it will be memorable and safe. 

Registrations are open until 6:00pm Thursday, 21 July. Get together a team of three or four by 
recruiting the children and teens to be in your team.

Registrations to Smitty’s Bar and Grill or to Coroglen Tavern. 

Hunting begins 5:00am Friday, 22 July. Phone Liana for enquiries: 021 401 131.
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Letters to the Editor
See page 10 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Random acts of kindness from Whitianga 
friendships
My 89 year old father, who lives in Whitianga 
was admitted to Thames Hospital this past 
week with COVID-19. Dad has enjoyed a 
long full life eating beautifully prepared food 
lovingly cooked by my beautiful mother Val 
Barber, 91.5 years of age, until she passed at 
Christmas time 2020. 

I live in Australia and when I was able to 
FaceTime Dad in the hospital, 
he said he was hungry as he 
didn’t like the food. (We are all 
fussy eaters from being spoilt by 
Mum).

Dad said he felt like a chicken 
stirfry so I called a few restaurants 
in Thames who advised they 
were unable to help as they don’t 
do deliveries. Then I called an 
old friend  from Whitianga but 
now In Thames,  Robyn Findlay, 
who suggested I call Domino’s 
Pizza  as they do gourmet pizzas 
and definitely deliver.

My call was quickly answered by a 
delightful man named ‘Ethan’ who was very 
keen to help with my plight. Despite Dad’s 
favourite Margherita pizza not being on their 
menu, he said he would certainly do his best 
to accommodate my request and they could 
definitely deliver to the hospital. I was so 
thrilled and proceeded to read out the name on 
my credit card. He interrupted and said, “It’s 
okay, I’ve got this,” and when I asked what 
he meant, he said, “Well, you are trying to 
do something kind for someone from another 

country, so I will cover the cost.”
I couldn’t believe a stranger would do that 

and after triple checking if I had heard and 
understood him correctly, I thanked him 
profusely and hung up.  

Dad called me on FaceTime early the next 
morning looking a million dollars compared to 
the previous night and he said it was because of 
the delicious pizza that I had ordered. He was 
blown away when I told him the story about 

‘Ethan’ and he asked me to write 
to you and let you know how 
one random act of kindness has 
restored our faith in people. 

I took this photo of Dad on 
facetime.

It’s very tough with elderly 
parents in a different country. 
I was unable to be with Mum 
when she passed in 2020, thanks 
to Jacinda’s strict rules and that 
was traumatic for me.

Dad has done remarkably well 
to go on without Mum, as they 

were married 65 years and fingers crossed, 
he comes home soon and gets through Covid. 
The lovely Robyn Findlay was originally from 
Whitianga and she ran the holiday programmes 
when my three sons were little and we used to 
have Christmas holidays in Whitianga.

We have kept in touch and she was also 
kindly delivering a chicken chow mein with 
cashews to Dad the next evening. She too also 
refused my offer to reimburse her. People can 
be so kind, it’s beautiful to experience.
Suzie McDonald
Australia

Bernard Barber
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Classifieds and Public Notices
SITUATIONS VACANT

THANK YOU

Hot Water Beach Garden Centre Ltd
Formerly Bulk Landscape Supplies & Garden Centre Ltd

72 Link Road, Hot Water Beach RD1, Whitianga
A position has become available.

We are a seven day a week business open 9:00am to 4:30pm.
 We are looking for a person with a passion for gardening combined with exceptional 

customer service skills. A good level of physical fitness and the ability to heavy lift 
repeatedly is required.

Hours are 9:00am to 4:30pm, Wednesday to Saturday.
If you think this role would suit your skills then apply by email to the Manager.

 Megan Semmens - meganblsupplies@yahoo.com. Please include a current CV.

OSCAr ASSiStAnt SuPerViSOr 
If you enjoy working with tamariki/children aged 5-14 then this may be the job for you.
The Oscar After School Care programme runs Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from  
2:30 - 5:15pm, Wednesdays 1:30 - 5:15pm after school, and during the term breaks Monday  
to Friday 8:30 - 5:30pm. 
We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join our team Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays and in the school holidays. 
The role is to support the Oscar Team leader to supervise children enrolled in both 
programmes. 
Experience and/or qualifications working with children are desirable but not essential. 
The key objectives of the role are: 
• To interact with young children/ tamariki and young people to promote personal skills,  

self-esteem and confidence and enhance social interaction
• To ensure programme activities are relaxed, safe and in a supportive environment
• To communicate positively with the WCST team and parents of the children enrolled  

in the programme. 
We are a close contact service and the successful applicant will be:
• Fully vaccinated and be prepared to have a booster when required
• Hold a full driver’s license and be legally able to work in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
For a full job description, please contact Sheryll FitzPatrick on 027 303 5303  
or email sheryll.f@wcst.org.nz.

SALES POSITION
We require a part time/on call salesperson to join the team at Feet Street.  

The ideal applicant must have a genuine interest in people and enjoy working 
in a retail environment.

Please email your CV and a cover letter to feetstreetwhitianga@gmail.com.

MerCury bAy AthletiC Club AgM 2022
Monday, 1 August, 5:30pm at grace O’Malleys irish inn - back room.

Contact president, Alana baker, for more information:  
021 051 7455 or mercurybayathletics@gmail.com.  

rSVP by Monday, 25 July.
We are actively looking for new coaches and volunteers and a sponsorship 

officer to start asap.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Vehicles 
wanted 

Top cash paid for any  
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS, 4X4s, 

CARS - dead or alive, damaged,  
de-registered, mechanical prob-

lem, no WOF - we buy it. 
call 0800 333 398

WANTED

COROGLEN HALL AGM
Monday, 1 August, 2022 at 7:00pm 

ALL WELCOME - more support needed so please attend!

Colin STEWART
The family of Colin Stewart who 
passed away on the 2nd of June, 
would like to thank the staff of 

Mercury Bay Medical Centre and the 
ambulance attendants for their care 
of Colin. Also neighbours, friends 

and relatives for the lovely flowers, 
cooking and many expressions of 

sympathy we received. Your kindness 
and caring are greatly appreciated.

Two new Presidents of Whitianga’s 
two Lions Clubs inducted
By Pauline Stewart

Newcomers might not know there are two Lions Clubs in Whitianga, the Mercury Bay Lions Club for 
women and Whitianga Lions Club for men and women. 
They share in some projects and social events. Both are greatly involved in raising funds for worthwhile 
projects in the community. There is a difference in that the Whitianga Lions Club is connected regionally 
and internationally in its life and to some different projects and leadership undertakings.
Jill Bowker, has lifted the reins from Sue Barnes to become the new President of Mercury Bay Lions 
Club. Kevin Robinson is the new President of Whitianga Lions Club following Leighton Duerre’s year of 
leadership. The Informer was graciously invited to both induction evenings.
Good humour, friendship and plans to raise funds are integral to the gatherings of both clubs. In particular, 
these two evenings were given over to thanking past presidents and officers in their various roles and 
welcoming in the new presidents and officers. It’s a ‘changing of the guard’. Drinks and a meal preceded 
the important formalities. Last Thursday night had the addition of some hilarity provided by Barry Roach and 
Jeanette Russell trying to spin the raffle ball container with its winding handle, its small door not closed, 
but open. Balls sprayed in all directions making everyone a 
winner, and everywhere laughter flowed. 
The District Governor, Brian McMillan, encouraged and 
affirmed the role of leadership and serving the community 
that has marked the work of Lions in communities across the 
country. People left with energy and a job to do.
Sue Barnes aptly summed up her role when she was  
President, “I loved having a great team behind me and raising 
lots of money for our small community. It was a privilege.” 
The community looks forward to what our two new Lions 
Presidents, Jill and Kevin, will make possible.

Above right: Sue Barnes with Jill Bowker, new President of Mercury Bay Lions Club.  
Above: centre front, Leighton Duerre - Past President with Kevin Robinson, President.  

Far left, District Governor, Brian McMillan.  



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1010 - 12 July 2022Page 26

Classifieds and Public Notices

COROMANdEL GARAGE dOORS
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don McLean 022 453 2188

Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

RubbIsh REmoval 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

DAVE’S 
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,  
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.

30 Years Experience.  
Free Quotes or Advice.

Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

TO LET

WORK WANTED

housE WashING
House wash, roof wash, fences, 
driveway, patios - soft-wash for 

best moss and lichen clean  
and treatment, exterior window 

cleaning or general waterblasting,  
100m hose so access no problem. 

Cover the whole Peninsula 
Phone 0800 747 787  

or andy direct 027 313 4386

ChImNEY sWEEP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

FireWOOD FOr SAle
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR SALE

GUM FiRewOOd 
$160/cube

Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

FIREWooD FoR salE 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu, 
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay

Phone/text 0274 958 033 
or (07) 867 1361

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

CHURCH SERVICES

(021) 781 081

all welcome
whitianGa sda FellOwshiP

First Saturday of the month 10:00am,  
at the Town Hall.  

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069 
Community Representative  

Pr Axel 021 327 003 

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing. 
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  

or 027 320 1703.

St ANDrEW’S by thE SEA
Presby/Methodist Church
Albert St Whitianga (Est.1898)

COMMUNIty WOrShIP
EVEry SUNDAy 9:30am

Come, join us! bring the family!
Parish Secretary: ph 022 132 2061

www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

WINDOW CLEANING

FIREWooD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$130 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

Hay bales for sale $20 each
Phone or text 021 545 489

10 laMbs - $90-$140 each
contact steve (07) 866 5617

LAMBS FOR SALE

LOST

Glasses lost between blacksmith lane 
and Monk street on saturday, 9 July.

Please contact Roger on 027 231 6647.
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

THE BOLTON CUP FINALLy ON HOME GROUND
Mercury Bay Area School Senior A Netball team
Massive congratulations are due to this years Senior A 
Netball team who have finally managed to bring home the 
Boulton Cup. The Boulton Cup has been going since 1958 
and is a competition with all Senior A teams throughout 
the Thames Valley. This is the first time the School  will 
have their name on the cup and get to host the tournament 
on home ground next year.
Leisa McCleery Sports Director, MBAS
MERCURy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
Championship Pairs Round 5 - Thursday, 30 June
1 Rose Tegg and Augusta Canegallo 71.0, 2 Faith Stock 
and Angela Cook 58.0,  3 Judy Glucina and Ischelle 
Stevenson 56.0.
Mid-Winter Competition Round 3 - Wednesday, 6 July
North/South: 1 Robyn Hogg & Rose Tegg 61.98; 2 Giorgio 
Allemano & Pete Hogg 57.81; 3 Anne Knowles & Sue Gill 
51.56.
East/West: 1 Gavin Hedwig and Kate Palmano 65.00,   
2 Bob Schibli and Jenny Layton 63.13, 3 Angela 
Butterworth and Augusta Canegallo  59.38.
Championship Pairs Round 6 - Thursday, 7 July
1 Geoff Jervis and Ischelle Stevenson 61.0, 2 Faith Stock 
and Julie Rutledge 58.0, 3 equal Rose Tegg and Pat Doube, 
Caron Clinning and Norma Hart 56.0.
PURANGI GOLF CLUB
Nine-hole Mens and Ladies Stableford -
Tuesday, 5 July
1 Neil Robertson, 2 Anne Costello, 3 Dick Hawke.
Nine-hole Mens and Ladies Monthly Medal Stableford
Thursday, 7 July
First place and winner of the Cooks Beach Timber and 
Hardware Voucher - 1 Neil Robertson, 2 Wayne Morrison 
and Phil Costello.
MERCURy BAy CLUB SNOOKER 
Saturday,  9 July
Best of three frames: Nine players, and it was Doug 
Pascoe, Peter Schultz and  Barry Roach with two straight 
wins to challenge the finals. Barry won the alley drawn 
bye with Peter and  Doug to meet in the semifinal. Peter 
despatched Doug and moved  through to play Barry in the 
final. Barry battled hard but was not good enough to topple 
reigning Club Champion, Peter who had  four straight wins 
and took home the $25 grocery voucher. Barry Roach 
was runner up and with two wins, were Doug Pascoe and 
Wayne Malcolm. No high break recorded today.
MERCURy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLUB 
Two sets of results
Thursday, 30 June (Apologies to Indoor Bowls for the 

omission in last issue of The Informer.) Winners: Merle 
Ward, Colleen Taberner and Shirley Marshall. Runners-
up: John Taberner, Maureen Lack and Kathy Everett. Good 
Sports: Keith Denney, Colin Everett and Joy McGregor
Thursday, 7 July
Winners: Colin Everett and Shirley Marshall
Runners-up: Ian Pudney and Sue Webb
Good Sports: Wayne McNeill and Judy Cullinane
MERCURy BAy AREA SCHOOL RUGBy
All three MBAS rugby teams were in the finals at the 
Thames Valley Finals day on Sunday, 10 July in Ngatea. 
However it was disappointing to our players and 
supporters that all three MBAS teams did not manage to 
win the finals. Hard team work had enabled them to reach 
semi finals however. We are very proud of our First XV 
Boys Team and Girls Team.
MERCURy BAy NETBALL CLUB
Wednesday, 6 July
Seniors Division 1: Fusion 67 v YTG 32.
Win or Booze 24 v MBAS Senior A 41.
Seniors Division 2:  Dynamo’s 25 v Midcourters 49.
College: Bumblebees 42 v Team Blue 26.
Coromandel year 9 and 10: 17 v The Stingrays 30.
year 7 and 8: Tairua Hikuai 29 v Whenuakite Scoops Troop 
8. Da Flames 22 v Coromandel 11. Golden Ferns 7 v Whiti 
All Stars 16.
year 5 and 6: Blue Stars 7 v Shooting Stars 10.
Whenuakite 9 v Red Devils 3. Te Rerenga Tigers 11  
v Coromandel Champs 8.
MERCURy BAy GOLF AND COUNTRy CLUB
Wednesday, 6 July    
18-Hole Women - 4BBB 
Results: 1  Lynne Butler & Jandy Morton,  2 (a tie) Chrissie 
Smith and Kay Buckeridge. Also Kim Allan and Sharon 
Young. Nearest the Pin #18: Sharon Young. Longest Putt: 
Jandy Morton.    
Men’s Scramble - Stableford      
1 Ken George -37, 2 Rob Baines -37, 3 Graham Eccles - 
36. Two’s: Mark Burcombe. Gross: Steve Geach - 75.  
Thursday, 7 July 2022    
Nine-hole Gross & Nett      
Gross: 1 Lynda Stratford, 2 Audrey Vickers    
Nett: 1 Christine Gooden, 2 Merrin James.
Saturday, 9 July     
Men’s Scramble - Stableford - Winter Cup Rd1  
Results: 1 Ben Hibbert - 37, 2 Justin Wilson - 35,  
3 Kerry Allan - 33. Gross: Justin Wilson - 82.    
Longest Drive: Division 1: Kev Smith, Division 2: Ben 
Hibbert. Nearest the Pin: Division 1: Alan Henderson, 
Division 2: N/A.

Above: Bolton Cup winners pictured with the 
cup, from left; Coach Emily Wilson, Scarlett 
Dowling, Sally Mills, Jemma Mills, Cybele 
Anderson, Jaeda Jackman-King, Trinity 
Holmes, Te Kari Mataiti, Katie Walker,  
Francie Lidgard, Stella Bahr.
Right: The year 9/10 youth Grade bask in 
their win in the semi-final against Thames 
High, 57v 7 (Sat, 3 July) which took them to 
the finals. Despite a great season, they were 
not able to win their final game.




