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Upgraded MBAS whare “unveiled”
By Francesca Dowling

“I will not be lost, I am a seed which  
was sown from Rangiātea - the whare is a 
symbol of planting your pou into the ground,” 
recited renowned Coromandel-based Māori 
artist, James Webster, from a whakatauki 
(proverb) at dawn last Thursday 26 May,  
at the opening of Mercury Bay Area School’s 
upgraded whare. 

Just before sunrise as “everyday comes a 
new beginning,” rangatahi (young people), 
kaiako (teachers), whānau (family) and 
hāpori whānui (the community) gathered 
for the “unveiling” of the whare. Along with 
James, the artist behind the whare, kaitiaki/
rangatira of Ngāti Hei, Joe Davis, led a very 
moving gathering where karakia (prayers) 
were offered, waiata (songs) were sung, 
kōrero (discussions) were held and kai (food) 
was shared. 

Joe welcomed and thanked all the guests 
for attending “this ritual of purification and 
renaissance of tikanga (the Māori way of 
being)”. “It is a tikanga that’s really been here 
all the time, but is now starting to return,”  
he explained. “Today is a spiritual and 
precious day. I mihi (thank) all who came 
to join us in this beautiful ritual that is about 
aroha (love) and wairua (spirit). As we takahi 
(trample) around this whare to our karakia,  
I ask you to impart your aroha and wairua 
to awhi (embrace) and tautoko (support) the 
whare here for our tamariki (children) and all 
those involved in taking them forward.”

Seen as “a rededication of dreams and 
aspirations of tipuna (ancestors) to establish 
kaupapa (Māori principles and values),” 
James said he felt “honoured” to have been 
given the responsibility of presenting his 
work at the gathering. “Unfortunately, due 
to the pandemic, lockdowns and mandates, 
the unveiling of the whare, which was first 
proposed in 2018, was postponed until this 
later date of completion, but we’re here 
now,” he smiled. “Over that period of time, 
many people helped out. I’d like to mihi them 
as well as my whānau, everyone who came 
out here this morning, John Wright (MBAS 
principal) and of course the tamariki.” 

James explained that he has incorporated 
multiple different themes into the 
configuration of the artwork adorning the 

whare, which are presented in a variety of 
forms - symbols, colours, materials used and 
the positioning of each. The themes speak 
of Māori gods, history, whakapapa (line 
of descent), our connection to the whenua 
(land) and moana (ocean) of Te Whitianga-
o-Kupe (Whitianga) and their educational 
implications for the next generations. Some 
very specific features in the artwork are the 
pou and the presence of manu (birds) similar 
to the Manukarere pou erected at Taylors 
Mistake in the Whitianga CBD, a functioning 
32 quadrant star compass accurately set to the 
four cardinal directions, a mauri (life force) 

stone, a mural that portrays the landmarks and 
local history of Te Whanganui o Hei (Mercury 
Bay), and carvings of Papa, Rangi and  
Tāne, all serving as kaitiaki (guardians). 
Along with this, there is a dominant blue 
theme within the artwork to represent 
Tangaroa (the god of the sea), “the long 
drawn breath of the ocean”.

James expressed hope that the artwork 
will be used as a “teaching tool” for tamariki 
and rangatahi. “One thing with this kaupapa 
is that we didn’t want to necessarily make it 
tapu (sacred) as we want people to come and 
engage,” he said. “Hence, we have created 

this particular configuration with the seats 
to enable a bit of a hub for people to ask 
questions, have kai and enjoy each other’s 
company.”

Reaffirming that, “This artwork is not just 
for now, but for the coming years for our 
young people, community and staff,” John 
Wright thanked the MBAS Board of Trustees 
and the Department of Internal Affairs for 
providing the supportive funds to make the 
project viable. “Everyone will come to this 
whare to look, understand and encounter 
the remarkable place of Ngāti Hei,” he said. 
“This was a very special day.”

Mercury Bay Area School Te Reo Māori students at the upgraded whare at the front of the school.
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Night sky information  

provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 31 May to Wednesday, 8 June: There are up to five planets on show this month with them all lined up in the order of distance from 
the Sun. Slightly yellowish Saturn, the furthest, has been growing ever higher in the dawn sky and is now visible after about midnight as it rises in 
the east, for night owls. However the early birds will still be also able to see bright Jupiter below Saturn, about halfway to the horizon, with much 
fainter Mars right next to it, early in the month. Slightly pinkish Mars can be observed falling rapidly away from Jupiter each day, tracking steadily 
towards brilliant Venus low on the horizon. Faint Mercury lies below Venus, but will be hard to spot in the growing dawn light. The International 
Space Station (ISS) makes several good passes this week, all early in the morning. However, the exact times can change if the ISS has to move 
to avoid space junk. Tuesday, 31 May: Mars has now just passed Jupiter in the dawn sky. Saturday, 4 June: A very low and early ISS pass from 
6:13am low in the south. Sunday, 5 June: A good long ISS pass from 5:26am very low in the SE. Monday, 6 June: A good bright ISS pass from 
6:13am in the southwest. Wednesday, 8 June: The best ISS pass this week as it pops out of the Earth’s shadow at 6:14am in the southwest 
heading towards Venus in the east. First quarter Moon tonight.

What’s happening in the night sky?

Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive

Whitianga
Tel  07  869 5990

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides

More photos of the upgraded MBAS whare
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Life-saving equipment donated 
to Whitianga Coastguard

The Whitianga Coastguard Unit was privileged to host the Goldfinch and Williams families for 
morning tea on Saturday last week. 
The tea was to acknowledge a very generous donation from the two families of a new AED 
(automatic external defribrillator) and oxygen equipment, for use on Takareto Rescue, the unit’s 
new rescue vessel. 
The donated equipment is a fitting memorial to Michael Goldfinch, who tragically lost his life in a 
boating accident off Whangapoua on Christmas Eve last year. The tea presented the opportunity 
for the families to meet some of the Coastguard volunteers involved in the search for Michael 
and to share some aspects of Michael's life with the team.
“On behalf of the boating community and the Whitianga Coastguard, I would like to thank the 
Goldfinch and Williams families for their very generous donation, which have greatly enhanced 
our ability to provide first response on water assistance to those in need for many years to 
come,” said Graham Caddy, Whitianga Coastguard committee member.
Pictured are some of those who attended the morning tea. Back, from the left: Susan Goldfinch, 
Denny Barry, Brigid Goldfinch, Alexandra Goldfinch, Peter Millington, Sarah Williams, Graham 
Caddy, Stuart Brown, Andrew Gibson and Ron Aylan-Parker. Front: Peter Hari.
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Special mention for Whitianga artist at 
Adam Portraiture Award
By Tony Stickley

(Continued on page 6)

Whitianga artist, Raewyn Helms-Davis,  
has been highly commended for her painting 
of Māori master carver, Peter Plumb, in the 
prestigious Adam Portraiture Award held in 
Wellington last Wednesday evening.

Raewyn’s work, named “Kahu and the 
Carver”, was one of five portraits selected 
for special mention by the judges, Associate 
Professor Linda Tyler, convenor of Museums 
and Cultural Heritage at the University of 
Auckland and artist, Karl Maughan.

Winner of the $20,000 first prize was 18-year-
old Jessica Gurnsey from Auckland, chosen out 
of 351 entries nationwide which was whittled 
down to 45 finalists, with the $2,500 runner-up 
prize going to Gwyn Hughes from Christchurch.

Peter, who carves both pounamu and wood 
at his Kahu Art studio in Thames, accompanied 
Raewyn to the award ceremony. “Peter was 
approached by so many people there who knew 
he was the subject of the portrait and the judges 
were very keen to meet him,” said Raewyn.

Raewyn had a highly successful career as 
graphic designer before returning to her initial 
passion for painting. But it could all have been 
very different due to her flair for numbers at 
high school in Auckland. “I think my parents 
had me earmarked to be an accountant because 
I was really good at accountancy and maths at 
school,” she said. “Then I decided to take art 
as an extra subject for my school [qualification] 
and discovered that I really liked that way 
more, and lost interest in the idea of being an 
accountant and went completely down the art 

track in the last two years of high school.”
While her parents were not particularly happy 

that she had her heart set on being an artist, 
they compromised and channeled Raewyn 
into graphic design as a career option, as they 
realised by that stage she was interested in a 
more creative kind of career. So accountancy’s 
loss was the fine art’s gain.

After getting her diploma in graphic design 
from Auckland Technical Institute, Raewyn 
got her first job working with children’s book 
publisher, Wendy Pye, but left after a year to 
become a freelance designer. She worked for 
ACP Magazines, including on their flagship 
Metro Magazine which she said was “a lot of 
fun”, and was also art director for Air New 
Zealand’s inflight magazine, through ACP.

In the fullness of time, Wendy Pye asked 
Raewyn to go back and work for her again on a 
new magazine and designing children’s books, 
which she did for about 12 years, becoming the 
publisher’s senior designer.

Raewyn said that at that time she was focused 
on her career, but the arrival of her son, Jonathan, 
was the catalyst for a series of decisions which 
brought her back to painting, both portraits 
and landscapes (or more correctly, seascapes 
or “rockscapes”). “When my son was little,  
I felt very strongly that I wanted to be working 
from home, so I arranged to work three days a 
week for Wendy Pye and two days a week doing 
portrait work from home, which was a great Whitianga artist, Raewyn Helms-Davis, with Māori master carver, Peter Plumb, at Raewyn’s 

portrait of Peter that received a special mention at this year’s Adam Portraiture Award.
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Special mention for 
Whitianga artist
(Continued from page 4)

balance,” she said. “I had made portraits of my 
son and used these to advertise in a couple of 
parenting magazines, including Little Treasures 
which was published by ACP as well and I knew 
the editor at the time quite well.” 

Consequently, Raewyn started getting more 
and more commissions for portraits, mostly of 
children which she loved doing, and decided 
that she wanted to change the balance and work 
only one or two days a week with Wendy Pye. 
Eventually this changed again to working full-
time in her new studio at home.

Raewyn also started painting seascapes and 
rockscapes and sold her first painting through 
Fishers Fine Arts in Auckland to two doctors 
visiting from the UK. She also sold a number of 
her early paintings through the Upstairs Gallery 
of Fine Art that was situated in Albert Street, 
Whitianga. “They sold a lot of my paintings at 
the time to tourists who were [in New Zealand] 
for the America’s Cup,” she said.

Being partly of Ngāti Tahu descent, Raewyn 
often painted Māori kuia (elderly women) and 
felt she wanted to focus on doing some portraits 
featuring her tribal affiliations. She said that the 
idea for painting Kahu and the Carver came 
to her three or four years ago after visiting 
an exhibition at the Auckland Art Gallery of 
Māori portraits by the artist Gottfreid Lindauer.  
She noticed that none of the portraits showing at 
the exhibition featured Ngāti Tahu subjects. She 
has since discovered, however, that Lindauer 
did actually create two Ngāti Tahu portraits 
during his life as an artist in New Zealand. 

“I saw Peter’s Plumb’s profile on the Creative 
New Zealand website,” Raewyn said. “He is of 
Ngāti Tahu descent and it turns out that we are 
related through the same ancestry.”

Raewyn said that the process of planning 
the composition and the design of the portrait 
involved an enormous amount of work, 
especially to include the background vegetation 
and the tall wood carving which was scaled 
down to fit into the painting. 

The portrait also features the all-important  
kahu, or hawk in English. Hence the name of 
the work. “The portrait took over six months 
to complete, it wasn’t a quick sketch,” Raewyn 
said.

While Raewyn uses pastels for portraits, 
something that the judges noted was a difficult 
medium to work with, she uses oils and mixed 
media for her other paintings.

As well as continuing to paint commission 
portraits, Raewyn is planning more portraits 
like Peter’s to form an exhibition down the line. 
“It could be three or four years further down the 
track before I finish with a particular project, 
but that is my aim at this stage,” she said. 

Raewyn, whose parents had a property in 
Hahei when she was young, came to live full 
time in Whitianga about eight years ago.  
She has been a member of the Mercury Bay Art 
Escape for the past 10 years and also belongs 
to Pastel Artists New Zealand. “I always knew 
I would live and work eventually in this area 
because so much of my work has been of the 
coast on the Coromandel,” she said.

Matarangi’s Pink 
Breakfast
By Pauline Stewart

“It can’t be so difficult to organise a Pink Breakfast compared to what women suffer with breast cancer,” 
was Sharon Clay’s motivation when she heard that the previous organiser of the Matarangi Pink Breakfast 
could no longer do it. “So I decided I would go ahead and do it,” she said.
Sharon moved permanently to Matarangi five years ago to work with her husband, Stephen, in their 
Peninsula Pest Service business.  
Sharon had been to a previous Pink Breakfast in Auckland, which she enjoyed, but at the time wondered 
why the speaker did not talk about breast cancer except for the fundraising aspect. 
“My good friend has lost a breast and checking the figures, I knew that one in every eight women in New 
Zealand will receive the news that they have breast cancer,” Sharon said. 
Last Wednesday, 47 women gathered at The Dunes Matarangi for the 2022 Matarangi Pink Breakfast and 
raised $1,800 for breast cancer research and treatment. However, Sharon’s talk was what everyone would 
remember the most. “What if it Happened To You” was  the title of her brief address. She asked every 
eighth woman to stand. Six women 
stood and it was clear just how much 
breast cancer is a part of our society 
and its consequences for women and 
their families. In a leaflet everyone 
received, Sharon explained what tests 
and checks can be done to determine 
signs of breast cancer. 
Sharon reflected that it is good to 
organise events like a Pink Breakfast 
and it’s good to talk about what matters 
without dwelling on it. “The more you 
do something good for others, you are 
doing something good for everyone and 
in that way, you are doing something 
good for yourself,” she said.
For Labour Weekend this year, 
Sharon intends to organise a Breast 
Cancer Walk. She will have details for 
publication in The Informer nearer to  
the time.
Pictured is Sharon during the Matarangi 
Pink Breakfast.
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Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

Stan’s Stuff
A column by Stan Stewart, who owns The Informer with his wife, Pauline

Hospitals, that is all I can think of at this moment. My son is desperately sick. For seven weeks, visiting 
him in a huge Brisbane hospital has been my daily focus. 
In the lifts and coffee shop and waiting areas, I see and hear many people who need the services available 
in the hospital. Some have travelled hundreds, some thousands of kilometres. Their beautiful homes in the 
bush and/or near the beaches are not what they need now.  
I heard a bush couple talking of buying an apartment in a multi-storey building near the hospital,  
a previously unthinkable thought. Such is life, old Father Time takes no prisoners!
Sixty years ago, I was hospitalized as the result of a motorbike accident. It landed me in the emergency 
ward of a very big Melbourne hospital. I can remember lying in a ward with my leg a pulp. I was surrounded 
by medics, junior doctors I imagine.  
The doctor in charge wore a white coat. After inspecting my leg, he turned to one of his assistants and 
said, “Ask him to move his foot”. I was incensed. He was standing beside my head. Why didn’t he ask 
me directly? That incident has stayed with me. At the time, I asked a nurse friend, why did he ignore me?  
Why did he treat me as a non-person? “Oh, that’s the way doctors are,” she said. “They see themselves 
as a cut above ordinary people.”
For weeks now, I have been in a hospital ward for more than six hours each day. As well as ward doctors 
and trainee doctors, I have seen registrars, surgeons, specialists and heads of departments. I want to 
say that the “Ask him to move his leg” brigade has moved on. Never once have I sensed even a hint of  
that attitude. 
The dozens of people who have examined and advised my son, have been highly personable. They relate 
to him directly with no hint of superiority. They listen carefully to his questions. They don’t come across 
as “a cut-above”. My son and I have experienced them as one of us. They are experts for sure, but part of 
our humanity.
However, because of my exposure to hospital life, I feel compelled to sound a note of warning. I don’t think 
it is widely known, but a large proportion of hospital staff these days are teenagers, adolescents from 
around the world. This also applies to the doctors. I look at them and wonder, have they actually finished 
high school?
Such are the ruminations of an old man. I had heard that nursing these days was all hi-tech with none of 
the old-style caring for the person, the patient. Baloney! Certainly, there is hi-tech evidence everywhere, 
but these nurses and doctors, male and female, from around the world, reach out to their patients with 
human warmth and understanding. They encourage me. 
We face an unknown and threatening future. However, this array of young people working in medicine 
give me hope. I think they are up to the task of facing the future. I admire them. I think my role is in turn, 
to encourage them. 
May their tribe increase!
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The Fire Siren
May was another relatively quiet 
month for the Whitianga Volunteer 
Fire Brigade with only eight calls for 
assistance. We responded to three 
motor vehicle accidents, we assisted 
St John Ambulance twice and we 
were called to set up a landing zone 
for the Westpac Rescue Helicopter. 

We have also responded to a gas 
leak and assisted a disabled person 
to gain access to their house.

Last week was a sad time for 
our brigade with the passing of 
life member, Ted Ramsbotham.  
Ted played a big part in our brigade. 
Even in his retired years, he was 
always actively involved in working 
bees and fundraising events.  
You will be greatly missed, Ted.

Winter is now upon us and 
with that, people have the heater 
and fireplace going. Remember 
the golden rule, “Keep it a metre 
from the heater.” Whether it’s 
the fire place or electric heater, 
keep anything flammable at least  
a metre away. 

And when cleaning out the 
fireplace, put your ashes in a metal 
container. Ash can stay hot for up to 
three days.
Stay safe out there,
Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade
Deputy Chief Fire Officer 
Derek Collier

The vintage fire engine that carried the casket 
of Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade life member,  
Ted Ramsbotham, to St Andrew’s by the Sea Community 
Church and the Whitianga Wharf during his funeral 
last week. Read a tribute to Ted’s life on page 33  
of this issue of The Informer.

Up close and personal with 
orca in the marine reserve

Seventy-two Mercury Bay Area School students, and a number of teachers and parents got more than 
they bargained for when they came up close and personal with a group of orca during a trip on the Glass 
Bottom Boat on Tuesday last week.
“We were keen to take students from MBAS to Te Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve, but had to postpone 
the outing three times because of the weather conditions,” says Mark Jones, Glass Bottom Boat owner. 
“The weather was perfect last Tuesday and to add to the excitement, I got a call from Luke Reilly of Luke’s 
Kitchen, who was on the water earlier in the morning, to say there’s a pod of orca in the marine reserve 
not far from Centre Island. We went looking for them and the students were super happy to see them in 
their natural habitat. 
“We were always going to make three trips using two boats on the day to accommodate all the students. 
The amazing thing is that the orca stayed around in the marine reserve the whole day for all the students 
to see them. It was pretty special. The kids were fizzing.”
Mark hopes that they would be able to make the outing an annual event. “The only problem is that this 
year is going to be a hard act to follow,” he says. “I’m not sure what we’re going to do to make next year 
even better.”
Pictured is Hazel Whitford, one of the students who participated in the trip, with an orca in the background.
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Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

ONLINE POLL FOR MAY 2022
Does New Zealand have a  

cost of living crisis?

The Mercury Bay Informer is subject to the principles of the New Zealand 
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Owen Hodge and Albert Pudney - 
two young lives cut short
By Meghan Hawkes

Gumtown’s Granny (Annie) Hodge was 
one of the area’s best loved characters. She 
and her husband, Roderick, a boot maker,  
had over the years brought their enterprising 
spirit to Gumtown (now Coroglen), running a 
store, an eating house, butchery and stables. 
They also loaded provisions for pack horses 
to take to gum diggers and bush camps.

Rod’s boot repair shop had been next to 
their house and at the back of the shop, Annie 
ran a business of Saturday night seafood 
suppers. Gumtown weekends were busy 
with regular dances and hungry bushmen,  
and Annie’s shop did a roaring trade. In his 
spare time, horse riding was one of Rod’s 
favourite relaxations. 

Annie and Rod had four children - Andrew, 
Owen, Hughie and Gregor. During their 
life together, they took up land at Oteao, 
then Kapowai and finally at Waione near 
Whenuakite. In time, a road would be named 
after the Hodge family. But behind Granny 
Hodges’ cheerful disposition were the terrible 
events of 1919.

In July of that year, 13-year-old Owen and 
his brother were riding round a narrow siding 
track when Owen’s horse slipped over the 
edge. The horse had Owen pinned by the leg, 
but as he lay downhill, his brother was unable 
to free him. His brother tied the horse’s head 
and went to get help from their father. Within 
20 minutes, they had returned, but tragically 
the horse had worked further down the hill 
and fatally crushed Owen. 

Owen, the second son of Annie and 

Roderick, was buried in the Mercury Bay 
Cemetery at Ferry Landing.  

Ten years later, William Clune, a labourer, 
was riding from Kuaotunu to Mercury Bay 
when he came across a young man lying in 
a wheel rut. A saddled horse was grazing 
nearby. William rode to the nearest house for 
help, but no one was home. He immediately 
rode on to Henry Simpson's residence,  
two miles nearer Mercury Bay. From there a 
doctor was called. 

Dr Hinds reached the accident site at ten 
minutes to three, but the young man was dead. 
Marks on the horse suggested it had slipped 
on the road and rolled on the man. He was 
identified as 20-year-old Ernest Pudney who 
worked at the Woodcock Estate in Kuaotunu. 
His parents lived in Taumarunui. 

At the inquest William Kirk, lorry driver, 
said that while repairing his lorry on the 
Kuaotunu Hill, he had spoken to Ernest as he 
rode past on horseback and he told William 
he was on his way to  play in the Bryce Cup 
football final. A few hours later, William had 
the grim job of conveying Ernest’s body to 
the hospital morgue in his lorry. 

Dr Hinds, medical superintendent of the 
Mercury Bay Hospital, was of the opinion 
that Ernest had been crushed by his horse 
after falling. Ernest was known as a fast rider 
and had been cautioned about this. A verdict 
of accidental death was reached. 

Ernest was very popular, and his funeral 
at the Mercury Bay cemetery gathered large 
numbers.  Representatives of the rugby union 

and the Kuaotunu and Whitianga Football 
Clubs were present and laid wreaths on behalf 
of their members.

In 1922, Owen Hodge’s parents and 
brothers placed an In Memoriam notice 
for Owen in The New Zealand Herald.  

The poignant verse could well apply to the 
loss of both Owen Hodge and Ernest  Pudney:
Just a boy in life’s springtime,
A boy to whom life was so dear.
With a true boy’s sense of duty,
A brave boy’s scorn of fear.

Owen Hodge’s grave in the Mercury Bay Cemetery.
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Avoid kereru flying into your windows
A contribution by Annemieke Kregting of the Kūaotunu Bird Rescue Trust

A few days ago, I went to pick up yet another 
kereru (native wood pigeon) found motionless 
on the ground near a house in Matarangi.  
We don’t usually collect birds, but let the 
public drop them off. After carefully scooping 
the injured bird up with a towel and placing 
it in a box in the car, I had a look around and 
noticed so many more huge houses with big 
windows being built recently.

In the last few weeks, the Kūaotunu Bird 
Rescue Trust has admitted 11 kereru after 
striking windows or buildings. So far, only one 
of them could be saved.

After hitting a window, most smaller birds 
may just be concussed and will be fine when 
left to rest in a quiet place in a box. However, 
as the saying goes, the faster you drive,  
the bigger the mess. The same applies when it 
comes to the size of a bird. The bigger the bird, 
the more the damage will be.

Often when people phone us, they tell us 
that the bird they’re trying to rescue is fine and 
has no injuries, but won’t get up. 

Wild birds as a general rule are very hard 
to get close to or capture when healthy,  
so any bird that is able to be approached and 
caught by a human will 99 percent of the time 
have some sort of injury, even though the 
injury isn’t detectable from the outside.

Birds also have a preservation reflex.  
This is a mechanism to survive in the wild so 
as not to look vulnerable to predators. Hawks 
are very good at pretending they are fine and 
will freeze, so they may be left alone. Unlike 
mammals, birds also show no or little pain. 

Most birds that are able to, will fly away 
from us human predators despite the fact that 
they may have injuries sustained from hitting 

a window.  
Kereru are heavy birds (between 600g and 

900g) and when they hit a window or glass 
balustrades, they hit it with their chest first. 
Often people say they heard a loud bang 
and found a kereru on the ground or deck.  
The injuries that can be sustained range from 
multiple soft tissue injuries to fractures to the 
bones around the chest area. Typically they 
include crop rupture and bleeding around 
the heart, and fractures or dislocations of the 
coracoid, scapula, keel and clavicle bones. 
Usually, there are fractures to multiple bones, 
which can then puncture not only surrounding 
muscle, but also organs such as the lungs and 
heart. Head injuries and fractured beaks are 
not uncommon either.

Most of the injuries cannot be seen from the 
outside. These big birds need to be stabilised 
with pain relief and fluids, followed by us 
x-raying them to find out how severe the 
injuries are. 

The good news is you can try and reduce the 
danger of window collisions in birds by placing 
decals on your windows (or not washing them 
as often…) The decals stop the reflection the 
birds see when trying to fly through a window.

You should always carefully scoop up an 
injured kereru or any bird that hasn’t moved 
after hitting a window with a towel and place it 
gently in a cardboard box or basket and cover 
it, leaving some ventilation holes. Never feed 
or water an injured bird, unless we have told 
you otherwise. Keep the bird warm and in a 
quiet place if you need to hold it overnight.

Find out where your nearest bird rescue 
centre is and arrange to drop the bird off.  Kereru are big birds and can be seriously injured when colliding with a window. 
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Tips for Business Owners
By Christine Petrie

Christine Petrie, the author 
of this column, is the owner 
of Shifting Focus Business 
Consulting. She can be 
contacted on telephone  
(021) 775 571 or email  
christine@shiftingfocus.co.nz.

Depending on your industry, it can cost 
between five and 25 times more to acquire a 
new customer than to retain an existing one. 
Studies also show that profits can increase 
by between 25 percent and 95 percent when 
customer retention rates increase by just 
five percent (Amy Gallo, Harvard Business 
Review, 29 October 2014).

Loyal customers are also more likely to 
refer others. It makes sense then to design 
marketing initiatives that encourage repeat 
business and referrals.

The customer retention journey starts 
with providing excellent products and 
services, respecting each customer, keeping 
customers safe and making them feel valued.  
Thank customers personally for their trade, 
find out why they have chosen to buy 
from you rather than your competitors and 
be responsive to their feedback. Obtain 
customers’ contact details and permission to 
contact them periodically with information 
about your products and services,  

and incentives to return. Consider a loyalty 
programme that rewards customers for 
both purchasing more and for referring 
others to you. While there are many ways 
to structure loyalty programmes, to stay 
interested, customers need to see the rewards 
accumulating each time they spend/refer  
(eg gifts with each purchase and a points 
system for discounts on future products).

In some industries, loyalty can be 
encouraged by providing extra value 
and creating a community among your 
customers. For example, host events to 
introduce the next season’s range or to 
provide insights on changes in the legislative 
or social environment. Many wholesalers 
do this effectively by hosting breakfasts and 
professional services firms do the same by 
fostering social media groups.
Information included in this column is of 
a general nature and is not a substitute 
for tailored legal, accounting and other 
professional advice. 
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An evening with The Madeleines
By Francesca Dowling

Set to perform at The Monkey House Theatre 
on Saturday 11 June, The Madeleines -  
a vintage vocal trio made up of international 
musical theatre performers, Hannah Kee, 
Shannon Evison and Jess Rogers - have 
banded together to perform on home soil.

Hannah, now a professional touring singer 
and performing artist, got her first taste for the 
limelight in, of all places, The Monkey House 
Theatre in Whitianga as a ballet, jazz and tap 
dance student. “I grew up here in Whitianga 
and I practically lived at the theatre,”  
she says.

“I started dancing when I was four years 
old. I was taught by a woman called Jolene 
Murray, who was a bit of a grandmother 
figure to me, but has sadly passed away.” 

When Hannah began to enter competitions, 
it meant much more commuting for her 
parents, not only to the competitions, but 
also to extra lessons in Thames. “It got to 
the point where my parents decided it would 
just be worth relocating as we spent so much 
time travelling around for my dancing, 
resulting in a big move to Tauranga when  
I was 12 years old,” she says. “This move 
did allow for more opportunities for me,  
but I always missed Jolene and the little 
theatre in Whitianga I had spent so much 
time in. I don’t actually dance much 
anymore. Ever since getting into my first 
musical when I was 16, I completely fell in 
love with singing.” 

When she decided she would like to 
pursue a future in musical theatre, Hannah 
left New Zealand to study a degree of 

performing arts in Sydney, Australia. Over 
time this new direction in her life eventually 
led to the formation of The Madeleines. 
“During lockdown, all of us came home to 
New Zealand as our international careers 
came to a grinding halt and in general the 
whole performing arts industry too,” she 

says. “This is when we came together and 
created The Madeleines. I actually knew 
Shannon beforehand and we came across 
Jess through holding auditions for our third 
member. She instantly caught our eye,  
she was perfect for us. Not only could she 
sing, but she could also rock a red lip.”

Initially only performing as a vintage 40s 
wartime-themed close harmony trio, the 
three women have since branched out to also 
be a vintage jazz and swing act that covers 
tunes from 1920 to 1960 to cater to an ever-
expanding following of all ages. “We do 
cover a few more modern songs that we add 
our own vintage twist to depending on the 
audience, so we definitely keep our content 
young and relevant, but of course with the 
classic nostalgia attached to it,” Hannah says.

Hannah says she is “very excited” and is 
looking forward to stepping back into The 
Monkey House Theatre, this time as an adult. 
“I have many friends and family that will 
be coming by who haven’t had the chance 
to see me perform, not even once as I have 
always generally been overseas,” she says.  
“My mum is even travelling from Auckland 
to watch us. She watches all of our shows and 
makes all of our outfits. I wish Jolene was 
there to see me perform too. As corny as it 
sounds, she was the first person that believed 
in me. She saw something in me and was the 
one who pushed me to do competitions.”

With the doors opening at 7:00pm on  
11 June, The Madeleines will be on stage 
at 7:30pm to transport Whitianga to an 
era of timeless sophistication. “It’s also 
an occasion to dress up,” Hannah says.  
“We would love to see your best fancy 
outfits, it is a great excuse to strut your stuff.

Tickets are available at eventfinda.co.nz. 
With more than two thirds of the tickets 
already sold, the show is sure to be a  
sell-out.

The Madeleines, Hannah Kee (on the left), Shannon Evison (in the centre) and Jess Rogers.
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A first “birthday” for “grim!”
For as long as musician and previous Mercury 
Bay Area School student, Gemma Louden 
(who uses the pronouns “they/them”), could 
remember, singing and performing has been a 
part of their life. From beginning piano lessons 
at the age of 10 to playing guitar at 12, and 
now having picked up drums, bass and MIDI 
keyboard too, Gemma has progressed to 
become a multi-instrumental recording artist 
that goes by the name “grim!” 

However, it was only at the age of 15 that 
grim! began to consider the performing arts as 
a potential career. “It was around the time that 
I found how helpful songwriting was for me to 
process and put my feelings into perspective 
that I started taking my music seriously and 
considering it as a career option,” they say. 
Since then, they have finished school and have 
gone on to study a degree in commercial music 
performance at the Wellington campus of 
Massey University.

Now the multi-genre pop, rock and country 
artist is set to release their first ever single, 
named “birthday”, this week in preparation of 
their first EP release, “bones” which will debut 
on 1 December. In total, grim! plans to release 
four singles over the next four months. 

As someone who writes self-acclaimed 
“music for crying”, grim! says that the 
overarching theme of both “birthday” and 
“bones” is a breakup, touching on several 
issues, including toxic relationships and mental 
illness. With storytelling lyrics supported by 
strings, piano and sub-bass, grim! conveys in 
“birthday” their own personal experience of 
past relationships and hopes that others who 
have had similar experiences feel “understood 
or find solace in the fact that they’re not alone”. 

“I created ‘birthday’ with the idea of the story 
being set at a birthday party where drinking 
is involved and an ex-partner only wanting 
something from you when they’re intoxicated,” 
says grim! “I’ve found writing and producing 
the song to be very therapeutic, especially 
listening to the song after recording it,  
and decided it should be my debut single 
to set the tone for the rest of my soon-to-be  
released music.” 

The debut single holds additional sentimental 
value as it will be the first ever project on 
which grim! worked with their younger sister, 
Brooke, who wrote the bridge for the single 
and is also interested in pursuing a career  
in music.

Despite being Wellington based, grim! is 
recording their music in Mercury Bay after 
their mother, Anne, reached out to Dave 
Rhodes Productions. “I’m really thankful to 
my Mum for giving me that nudge in taking 
the next step with my music,” they say.  
“If she hadn't gone ahead and got in contact 
with Dave Rhodes, [who has a recording studio 
in Whitianga], I probably wouldn’t have done 
it myself. I always struggled with thinking I’m 
not ready yet, which is why a few of the songs 
being recorded now were actually written 
three to five years ago. But I’m really happy 
I took my Mum’s advice when she told me I  
was ready.”

In terms of their future in the music industry, 
grim! has a lot to look forward to with their first 
professional live show also in sight. However, 
they are most excited about others hearing what 
they have to share and “hopefully providing a 
sense of comfort for [their listeners] in their 
own experiences.” 

Musician and former Mercury Bay Area School student, Gemma Louden/“grim!”,  
as captured by photographer, Patrick Gibson.
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Massive energy and presence on stage  
at “Heritage Trail” performance
By Francesca Dowling

People often describe music as the “language 
of the spirit”. The truth in this saying was 
very apparent during multi-award-winning 
hip-hop artist, Tipene Harmer’s performance 
last Saturday at The Whitianga Hotel. 

The performance was part of Tipene’s 
national Heritage Trail tour and was, in his 
own words, “a spirit bomb”. It was the first 
time he took to the stage in Whitianga after 
moving to the area two years ago.

Kicking off at 9:00pm, well-known local 
musician and multi-instrumentalist, Vegas 
Brown, opened the show as a supporting act, 
followed by local rapper, Chance Haddon, 
and vocalist, Te Paea Puha, and Hamilton-
based hip-hop trio, 4 Corners. Each brought 
their own energy and flair to the stage, 
equally thrilling the crowd filled with familiar 
faces, long-time music lovers and new fans. 
The packed-out audience were seen grooving 
to the rhymes and rhythms of the night, 
engaging with and soaking up the talent of 
each performer. 

This was no different once the main act, 
the man of the hour, Tipene, arrived on stage 
with massive energy and presence, leaving 
the crowd completely absorbed in not only 
the flow and beat, but the stories, messages 
and lyrical genius behind each song, bringing 
a whole other meaning to “feeling the music”.

Head bartender of The Whitianga Hotel, 
Jaycob Callesen said the quality of the acts 
attracted a “great” crowd. “Our bartenders 

did an awesome job at holding the bar down 
for the night,” he said. “All the artists that got 
up on stage were mean as too. Their skill was 
unbelievable. I was particularly moved and 
inspired by many of the lyrics.” 

Chance, who has been working under 
Tipene’s mentorship, said he felt “proud” to 
be performing in his hometown. “I’ve been 
rapping ever since I left school,” he said. 
“I’ve done a few gigs in places out of town 

like Hamilton, but this was my first time 
performing in Whitianga. Heaps of people 
I know came to see me, I definitely felt the 
support. To get up and represent Whitianga 
and the bros was a real proud moment for me. 
Tonight was a good experience for me. I plan 
to do many more gigs in the future.”

Tipene performed several tracks from 
his second album, “Heritage Trail”, which 
was released in September last year.  
He was supposed to tour earlier, but was 
forced to postpone his plans because of the 
Covid pandemic. 

Heritage Trail is an album about 
whakapapa (geneology) and tipuna 
(ancestry), documenting the timeline of 
Māori in Aotearoa. Some of the songs 
Tipene performed were “Turangawaewae” 
and “West Side Hori”, both nominated as 
APRA silver scroll finalists, “Kupe”, a song 
cleverly created to tell the story of Polynesian 
explorer and navigator, Kupe, as well as 
a few unreleased songs from his untitled  
third album.

Tipene is on a mission to champion Māori 
culture. “While performing, I could see 
people chanting my lyrics,” he said. “I could 
also see that these same people were proud 
to be Māori. That’s my main purpose as an 
artist, to uplift our people.”

Future plans are already brewing for 
Tipene. However, all he’s willing to say is 
that “the Heritage Trail continues…”

Tipene Harmer and the crowd pulling pūkanas at The Whitianga Hotel  
on Saturday evening last week.
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Lots of opportunities at Tairua’s little 
shop with a big heart
By Pam Ferla

The little op shop with a big heart - that sums 
up Tairua’s St Francis Church Op Shop.  
And these days the car park is full, as many 
locals and visitors check out the goods and chat 
to the friendly volunteers. 

It’s surprising how much is packed inside,  
but there is much more to the shop’s mission 
than offering nice things at bargain prices.  
As well as money taken over the counter, which 
supports local causes, there are other ways the 
shop helps people. Through recycling, mobile 
phones end up at a Christchurch wildlife park 
in a Save the Gorillas programme, funds from 
recycled plastic bread tags help people needing 
wheelchairs and spectacles are welcomed by 
people living in the Pacific Islands. With the 
focus on recycling, even broken pottery is 
passed on to a local artist who does mosaics.

There are around 35 volunteers helping the 
shop run smoothly and maintaining its high 
standards. As they chat in the back room sitting 
at tables piled with blankets, jumpers, pots and 
all manner of goods, a cheery group of eight 
are busy sorting everything out. From time to 
time, someone turns up at the door offering 
more things for sale. A new resident arrives 
carrying a donation of large art works, then a 
local motelier greets the volunteers and brings 
a huge pile of warm bedding, just in time for 
winter. It’s all very social.

“Corrina is the boss of clothing,” says Marian 
as she makes everyone a cup of tea. Marian 
has been involved over 20 years. “Bev repairs 
jewellery and she also checks out the children’s 
toys, including the noisy ones. Leonie is in 
charge of linen, assisted by Margaret. Auriol 
is in charge of the books after I have sifted out 
any tatty ones. And Sharon and Linda do what 
Corrina says - or they may do what they want! 

Alby is the maintenance man and Chris is the 
‘gofer’ who does a lot and tells stories while 
he’s doing it.”

Judy Atkinson is in charge of the knitting 
group that provides blankets and baby clothes 
for the Thames and other birthing units. 
Beryl Burrows makes jellies for sale and her 
husband, Mel, mends any broken wooden toys.  
Then there are the ladies who turn up with plates 
of scones for morning tea.

“We love it when things donated are nice and 
clean,” says Marion.

Some folk come looking for things like 
potato mashers, old-fashioned egg beaters and 

mincers. One customer got so excited when she 
discovered an enamel teapot on the shop shelf.

“And that’s what we love,” says Sharon. 
“When we see the pleasure on someone’s 
face as they spot something they really want.  
We have so many lovely customers and it’s 
good to see them coming back time after time. 
As well as locals, we have customers from 
Auckland and other places, and they also bring 
things for us to sell. We appreciate how they 
have supported us over Covid. If they haven’t 
had a mask on, they have been happy to just 
check out the stuff we put outside.”

It is nearly 40 years since the op shop opened 

for business in 1984. Within a year it was 
declared “highly successful”. Parish minutes 
recorded a vote of thanks to Brian Gilmour for 
his special effort in organising the parish hall 
extension to house the shop. 

Fast forward 25 years and an in-depth report 
on the operation of the op shop, requested by the 
St Francis church council, included input from 
volunteers. This identified the positive benefits 
of the shop as a place for contacts, the lonely 
and those moving to Tairua. It also highlighted 
the “marvellous way of volunteers getting 
together as one, with Tairua, Whangamatā and 
Pauanui all working together”.

Most volunteers wanted to see more space 
available and one volunteer had no space in her 
garage for her car because it was full of stored 
furniture. The volunteers noticed that because 
the pricing was right, people bought several 
things. Another comment said there was a lot of 
caring and this tied in with the church outreach.

As well as serving the local community,  
the op shop supports kiwifruit pickers from 
Vanuatu and Fiji, who come annually to work 
in the area. The shop volunteers fill a container 
with things needed back home. Refugees settling 
in the Waikato through a Red Cross programme 
are also helped with household goods. Bags 
of surplus merchandise are distributed to 
organisations helping those in need on the 
Coromandel and further afield.

At the time the St Francis Church Op Shop 
was planned, a draft mission statement declared 
that the shop is to “provide the community with 
a place to obtain good quality, low-cost items in 
a congenial and caring environment.” And that 
is just what it does.

The shop is open Thursday and Saturday from 
9:30am to 1:00pm.Some of the cheerful volunteers who help to run the Tairua St Francis Church Op Shop.
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What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAL EVENTS
Grey Power Mercury Bay Luncheon
Thursday 2 June at the Mercury Bay Club. Cook Drive, Whitianga. Following the society’s AGM at 11:15am.  
Phone Merle Edwards on (07) 867 1737 for more information.
Whitianga Lions Art Expo
Friday 3 - Monday, 6 June in the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Friday from 5:30pm - 8:30m, Saturday and 
Sunday from 10:00am - 4:00pm and Monday from 10:00am - 1:00pm. Free entry.
Thames Valley Rugby - Saturday, 4 June (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Cobras. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B v Waihi Athletic. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 12:25pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Thames. Home game in Coromandel Town. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Whitianga Town Garage Sale
Saturday 4 - Monday, 6 June. See the map on page 16 of this issue of The Informer with all the details of the 
participating garage sales.
Whitianga Saturday Market
Saturday, 4 June at Soldiers Memorial Park, Albert Street, Whitianga.
Mercury Bay Game Fishing Club Snapper Tournament
Saturday, 4 June. Entry fee $20 per angler. Optional sweepstake $25 per boat. Prizegiving at the MBGFC clubrooms 
at 6:30pm. See mbgfc.co.nz for more information and to enter.

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAY BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on  
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on  
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.

Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as 
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
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Thinking about thinking 
The fifth in a series of articles where Whitianga 
resident, Max Ross, is exploring the way  
we think.
A fallacy is an incorrect way of thinking 
and is very similar to a bias. The “sunk cost 
fallacy” is our bias to keep going once we are 
invested in something, even if it no longer 
makes sense to continue.

When investing, it is really easy to get 
caught up with shares in a losing company. 
When making the decision to sell, the fact that 
we have already lost $100 makes it harder to 
decide to sell the shares, when it would be 
much more logical to sell those shares and 
invest the money in a company that is doing 
well instead. When deciding to continue with 
a poor course of action, or working out what 
to do next, it may help to remember the “sunk 
cost fallacy” and look at what the real costs of 
your decisions are.

A related concept is the “plan continuation 
bias”. Once a plan has been started or a 
course of action has begun, it is much harder 
to stop. It is a deep-rooted tendency of people 
to continue their original course of action 
even when changing circumstances require a 
new one.

The plan continuation bias has been 
responsible for a number of aircraft and boating 
accidents. The pilot or skipper has decided 

Whitianga resident, Max Ross, is the author of the “Thinking about thinking” series of articles.

Sunk cost fallacy, plan continuation bias and the IKEA effect

that this is what they are going to do and then 
when conditions change such as the weather,  
they find it hard to change the plan. In a 
NASA study of aeroplane accidents, plan 
continuation bias was the most common 
factor in the 19 accidents studied. What plans 
or courses of action are you continuing on just 
because you have started them in the past?

The “IKEA” effect is a similar bias where 
we put more value into the things we have 
at least partially created. In a study, half of 
the participants in a group were asked to 
assemble some furniture. All the participants 
were then asked what they would be prepared 
to buy the furniture for. Those who built the 
furniture valued it 63 percent more than those 
who did not. 

In another study, a number of women were 
invited to join a group. Some of them had to 
complete mild initiation tasks before they 
were allowed to participate, others, severe 
initiation tasks and the remainder, no tasks. 
When asked to rate the value of being in the 
group, those who did more initiation tasks 
valued the group more highly than those who 
did not. 

Understanding this bias can help you 
avoid valuing things more than you should, 
and being manipulated by designers and 
advertisers.
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Sixty-second anniversary of tsunami 
caused by massive Chilean earthquake
By Tony Stickley

Last weekend’s  Civil Defence emergency test 
alert on people’s mobile phones was almost 
perfectly timed for the 62nd anniversary of 
the biggest earthquake of the 20th century, 
if not the biggest ever, which sent a tsunami 
racing across the Pacific, all the way  
to Whitianga.

Around 1,600 people died in the 1960 
Chilean quake and many more in the tsunami 
that swept the western seaboard of South 
America, in fact all the way to Hawaii,  
the Philippines and Japan.

But in our corner of the world, the tidal 
waves, as they were called at the time, 
inspired more entertainment than fear,  
with people driving to coastal areas in 
anticipation of seeing one of these enormous 
waves first hand.

In Whitianga, people rushed out to do a 
bit of souvenir-hunting on HMS Buffalo 
which ran aground in a storm in the Bay 
in 1840, giving its name eponymously to  
Buffalo Beach.

According to various official records and 
reports, the first effects of the tsunami were 
felt along New Zealand’s east coast late in the 
evening of 23 May, some 12 hours after the 
earthquake measuring 9.5 on the Richter scale 
and which had its epicentre near the Chilean 
town of Valdivia, occurred. Fortunately,  
no one died in New Zealand, as the waves 
were relatively benign by the time they 

reached our shores.
For New Zealanders, rather than something 

to be feared, the general feeling at the time 
was best summed up by Whitianga resident, 
Cynthia Lingard, who was 21 at the time.  
She was one of the souvenir hunters who took 
her life in her hands to go out to the exposed 
Buffalo wreck. “It was a great adventure,” 
she said. “We called them tidal waves back 
then. I don’t even know that we used the word 
‘tsunami’ in those days.”

Walter Russell, who has lived in Whitianga 
from the age of two, said that some people 
headed for higher ground while others decided 
to stay put at home and others headed to the 
beach to have a look at what was happening. 
It was only after massive tsunamis in places 
like Japan and Indonesia that New Zealanders 
really started to take them seriously.

There had been virtually no warning of the 
tidal wave hitting New Zealand in 1960.

According to Te Ara, the Encyclopedia 
of New Zealand, an alarm was raised of a 
possible second tsunami following a severe 
aftershock two days after the first big shake 
and almost the entire population of Mercury 
Bay (including Whitianga), Whakatane, 
Waihi Beach, Ohope, Opotiki and a number 
other towns along the east coast of New 
Zealand were moved to higher ground as a 
result. Curiously, academics say that many 
people recall the original tsunami and the 

later evacuation as one single event, when in 
fact they were a couple of days apart.

Radio broadcasts said that a second wave 
was roaring across the Pacific at 400mph 
(640km/h), if that is even possible.

Te Ara said the warning sparked the “largest 
evacuation in New Zealand’s history”.  
It added, “The warnings, however, had an 

unintended side effect - many people went to 
the coast to watch the tsunami arrive.”

That was something that happened in the 
Boxing Day earthquake in Indonesia in 2004 
where people went to the beach to watch for 
the tide to come back in and to pick up fish 
stranded by the tide’s sudden withdrawal. 
When it did come back in, it did so with a 

Whitianga resident, Cynthia Lingard, was one of the souvenir hunters who went out to  
the wreck of HMS Buffalo when the tsunami caused by the massive 1960 Chilean earthquake 

reached the eastern seaboard of New Zealand.
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vengeance and many hundreds of people 
were swept away to their deaths in an instant, 
unable to outrun the surging wall of water.

However, for New Zealanders the warning 
of the second 1960 tsunami was a bit of a 
false alarm as the water was barely any higher 
than normal, so all the sightseers who turned 
out along the east coast were able to go home 
safe, if a little disappointed.

Since 1868, Te Ara said, there have been 
three tsunamis in New Zealand of 5cm to 
10cm in height originating from the west 
coast of South America.

A 2008 report from Kotuitui: NZ Journal of 
Social Sciences, said that the lack of a Pacific-
wide warning system at the time meant that 
the 1960 tsunami struck New Zealand without 
an official warning being issued. 

Immediately after the event, there was 
much debate in the media about the need for 
a warning system, the Kotuitui report writers 
said, but it was really the Boxing Day 2004 
Indian Ocean disaster that killed thousands 
of people that shocked New Zealand into 
action. “Over the 40 years from 1960 up 
to the 26 December 2004 Indian Ocean 
tsunami, public awareness of New Zealand’s 
tsunami risk and preparedness had waned,” 
the report said. “Since 2004, the renewed 
focus on tsunamis has built on a range of 
improvements in emergency management 
policies and practices, and the lessons 

identified from the event paved the way for 
a number of new initiatives to get underway 
to enhance New Zealand’s tsunami warning 
capacity and capability.”

GNS Science says that New Zealand has 
a warning system for tsunamis caused by 
distant earthquakes as well as a warning 
system for tsunamis caused locally.  
For distant events, we receive warnings 
from the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre in 
Hawaii, which gives more warning. However, 
for tsunamis generated by local earthquakes 
which can arrive much quicker, we have a 
network of offshore DART (Deep Ocean 
Assessment Report of Tsunami) buoys which 
provide data to calculate the risk of a tsunami 
along the coastline. 

In 2020, Thames-Coromandel District 
Council made the decision to disconnect 
its non-compliant tsunami warning sirens, 
as they would have cost ratepayers $5m to 
$11m to replace, and in any event, according 
to council, they were the least effective way 
of alerting people as they reached less than 
43 per cent of the population, whereas other 
methods, such as the Red Cross app, radio 
and the National Mobile Alert System would 
reach 80 percent to 90 percent.

The disconnection did not have any impact 
on Fire and Emergency New Zealand’s 
alerting systems on the Coromandel. 

Tsunami 
anniversary
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Philip Hart - loving the “F” word
By Jack Biddle

Well-known Whitianga resident, Philip Hart, 
has had a long-term love affair with the 
Italian car brand Ferrari that dates back to his 
boyhood days when ownership of one of the 
high-performance cars was simply a long-
held and seemingly impossible dream. 

“As a young adult, I got to learn and love the 
long, rich history and pedigree of the Italian-
based automaker whether it was on the race 
track or as a road-going supercar producer,” 
says Philip, who has owned a total of five 
Ferraris, including his latest acquisition, 
a 1998 mid-engine 3.5l V8-powered 355 
Berlinetta model. “Every detail about the 
brand has a story to tell, including being 
the oldest and most successful racing team 
in Formula 1 history, which has long been 
considered to be the pinnacle of motor racing 
around the globe and which I have followed 
religiously since the early 80s. Ownership of 
a Ferrari for me has always been all about 
being connected to that past history, accepting 
the car’s day-to-day limitations plus the 
potentially high running costs, and simply 
enjoying the overall ownership experience. 

“Even the unique emblem has an interesting 
story to tell. The yellow background 
symbolizes the colour of the Italian city 
Modena where the brand’s founder, Enzo 
Ferrari, was born. The distinctive black 
prancing horse is in honour of a famous World 
War I Italian pilot while the stripes on the top 
of the logo in red, white and green represent 
the Italian national colours. There’s an awful 
lot of past history in that badge alone to take 
in, which makes the name Ferrari all the more 

(Continued on page 32)

special and unique, I think.” 
Philip’s Ferrari ownership days date back 

to 1995, shortly after meeting his future 
bride, Helen. “It was a 1978 308GTS model 
and renowned for its numerous quirks and 
good looks, much like the girl I was dating,” 
laughs Philip. “We used it for a trip around 

the southern North Island and eventually as 
our wedding car. In 2000, I moved on to a 
1994 348 Spider model which, despite its 
poor reputation for handling, was brilliant, 
looked and drove beautifully, and never gave 
me any major problems. 

“In 2006, I made a regretful decision to 

trade ‘up’ to a 2002 360 Modena F1 originally 
owned by former politician and Auckland 
mayor, John Banks. It turned out to be a 
horrible car, underwhelming and problematic, 
and I eventually sold it in 2010. 

Whitianga resident, Philip Hart, with his wife, Helen, and his 355 Berlinetta Ferrari.
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“After a less than enjoyable or desirable 
ownership experience, I swore my F-car days 
were well and truly over. Rightly or wrongly 
however, for me, when it comes to Ferraris, 
you can never say never and in 2019, the itch 
came back as strong as ever and I eventually 
ended up buying my ‘ultimate car’, a 2008 
599 V12. Sadly, I didn't bond with it. It was 
too big, too electronic, too remote from the 
driver and almost too good to use. I sold it 
without regret and swore my F-car days were 
once again well and truly behind me, but my 
impulsive Trade Me browsing kept pulling 
me back to a particular section that included 
the ‘F’ word.  

“I soon started entertaining thoughts about 
recapturing that missed 348 love all over 
again, but quickly discovered owners are 
very reluctant to sell. What did come up for 
sale, however, were a few examples of the 
updated model 355 and then a car appeared 
that was so unique in its specifications that I 
had to make it mine.” 

To make the sale work, Philip’s beloved 
M3W - a three-wheel two-cylinder/2l air-
cooled Morgan, a model which dated back to 
the very early 1900s and was often spotted 
around the streets of Whitianga with Philip 
behind the wheel - needed to be sold. “There 
wasn't room in my garage or my pocket,  
or my marriage, for both,” he says. 

What is now Philip’s 355 Berlinetta, 
was kitted out by the original owner with a 
Fiorano handling package which transforms 
the standard car with stiffer, lower, sharper 
suspension and steering, carbon fibre race 
seats, and an upholstered half roll cage and 

ventilated rear grill normally only found on 
the racing versions.

Aftermarket goodies include carbon fibre 
wheels (half the weight of factory wheels), 
improved engine intake and exhaust systems 
to improve performance and the tail pipe 
note, and even more carbon fibre interior  
trim items.

The 355 is a revised version of the 348 
model which was the last model Enzo Ferrari 
personally approved. He was an interesting 
man in his own right who according to legend 
had little time for the road cars he built, in his 
eyes they were merely a means of funding his 
race cars. 

Philip tells a tale about an American 
actress who once complained about the rust 
in her new Ferrari. “Enzo Ferrari’s reply 
was to tell her stop complaining because he 
didn’t sell cars, he sold engines,” he laughs.  
“The cars Enzo said were thrown in for 
free since there had to be something to hold 
the engine in. Buying an older Ferrari is 
like that. You pay to be part of that history,  
the worldwide family, the blessing of Enzo, 
the car is free. When it lets you down just 
remember that and you’ll be fine”.

In Philip’s eyes, his latest Ferrari is the 
ultimate track car for the road, but whether 
it is the final Ferrari he will ever own, only 
time will tell. He reckons the Ferrari badge 
and Helen are also a perfect match, much like 
they were when they were first introduced to 
each other. “They still both have their little 
quirks, but that’s what makes them both so 
special to me,” he smiles. 

Loving the “F” word
(Continued from page 30)
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A fitting farewell for Ted Ramsbotham
By Tony Stickley

The Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade said 
goodbye to one of their own last week with 
all the pomp, ceremony and respect due to 
one of their life members.

Eighty nine-year-old Edward George 
Rishton Ramsbotham, known to everyone 
as Ted, was laid to rest next to his beloved 
wife, Cherrilyn, in the old cemetery on the 
hill at Ferry Landing. Ted put in 14 years 
with the brigade on and off until heart 
problems curtailed his active service, but he 
always continued to have a keen interest in 
everything his firefighting colleagues did and 
was one of their most ardent supporters.
By way of honouring one of their comrades, 
the Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade 
transported an antique 1934 fire engine from 
the Coromandel Town Fire Station to add 
a bit of history and tradition to the cortege. 
Ted’s casket was carried aboard the vintage 
fire truck from the Whitianga Fire Station to 
St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church 
for a service attended by a great host of 
family and community members, as well as 
the fire brigade. 

The eulogy was read by Ted’s eldest 
grandson, Sam, with Whitianga Fire Chief, 
Roly Chaney, delivering a fire service tribute. 
For those who could not attend in person,  
the service was livestreamed on the internet.

“It was pretty cool,” said Ted’s daughter 
Tanya Broomhead. “It was such a lovely 
ceremony and a beautiful way to honour our 
father and how great he was.” 

After the service, the fire brigade took 
Ted’s coffin to the Whitianga Wharf where 
it was accompanied by 60-odd mourners on 

the Whitianga ferry to Ferry Landing, with 
family members taking turns to help carry the 
casket up the hill to the cemetery.  “He was 
buried facing out to sea, keeping an eye on 
everyone,” said Tanya.

Born in Katikati in 1933, Ted attended 
Matamata College, later getting an 
apprenticeship as an electrician in Hamilton, 
from where he would bicycle home for the 
weekends to Matamata. He then worked as 

an electrician on the Whakamaru dam, in the 
Mangakino area. 

After his parents and younger siblings 
moved to Whitianga, Ted purchased a section 
with a small dwelling next door to the family 
home. This has been his residence since then, 
with the addition of a flat, and it was later 
renovated into his own family home.

Cherrilyn was a bit of a beauty in her youth, 
winning the Miss Whitianga competition 

each of the three times she entered the beauty 
pageant. The couple were married in the same 
church where Ted’s funeral service took place. 
Later with kids in tow, the family moved to 
Atiamuri in 1969 where Ted worked at the 
hydroelectric dam. 

Some six years later, Ted became base 
engineer at Scott Base in Antarctica spending 
the 1975/76 season there which he always 
said was one of the highlights of his life. 
He loved his time there, making special 
friendships with the small winter-over team.

Back in New Zealand after his return,  
Ted had a stint working in the Edgecumbe-
Matata area, later returning to Whitianga 
where he became involved in the fire brigade 
and the Mercury Bay Aero Club. 

Everyone who gave a tribute at his funeral, 
spoke of Ted’s genuine desire to help people 
whenever he could. Tanya said that after 
working as an electrician, Ted took on the 
role of Thames Valley Power Board inspector, 
as well was being a “fix-up man” for many 
people in the community. 

Apart from his dedication to the fire 
service, Ted was also a keen supporter of the 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter and various other 
organisations around Whitianga.

Outside of various community service 
projects, Ted was a keen gardener and 
fisherman. However, as he was particularly 
prone to seasickness, he restricted his fishing 
activities to rock fishing from the shore. 

“We all really miss him and it is going to 
leave a big hole in our lives now that he is no 
longer here, not just for the family, but for the 
community as well,” said Tanya.

Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade life member, Ted Ramsbotham, was last week laid  
to rest in the Mercury Bay Cemetery at Ferry Landing.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Mega Crossword

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 
3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the COVID-19 restrictions 
in force at the time.

Crossword Puzzle 1004

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________________________

See page 38 for last week’s Crossword solution and winner.
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The eyes and ears of Mercury Bay
By Francesca Dowling

In our series featuring the charities, 
community groups and sport clubs active in 
Mercury Bay, and celebrating the volunteers 
involved in those organisations, we are 
this week focusing on the Mercury Bay   
Community Patrol. 
“Are you tired of the wilful damage and 
hooliganism in Whitianga?” This question 
was asked on 16 May 2007 at a meeting 
convened by the then Whitianga Residents 
and Ratepayers Association in the town hall. 
It was asked by Mercury Bay Community 
Patrol (MBCP) foundation member,  
Laurie Johnston. 

The obvious answer to the question resulted 
in the almost instantaneous launch of the MBCP 
and 50 plus members signing up to kickstart 
the organisation. With the financial support of 
the business community and the effort put in 
by Barney Bowen, another foundation member 
and “Director of Operations” at the time, the 
MBCP saw its first patrol underway just three 
months after the meeting was called. The 
organisation has been keeping the streets and 
roads of Mercury Bay a safer place ever since.

Gary Sarginson, another foundation 
member and current secretary, and Jon Maud,  
the organisation’s current chair/coordinator, 
say that petty crime has been declining 
in Whitianga since 2007 due to the extra 
surveillance and monitoring that the MBCP 
provides. “My wife and I had moved to town in 
2006, not long before the MBCP was formed, 
and I remember suggesting to her that maybe 
we should just move back to where we came 
from,” says Gary. “For a small ‘sleepy’ seaside 
town, there was a surprising amount of petty 
crime, vandalism, property damage and street 

brawls happening.” 
Instead of packing his traps, Gary saw a 

great opportunity to “do something about it” by 
joining the new organisation and volunteering 
his time since that day. 

Similarly, Jon, who has been a part of the 
MBCP for the past six years and was a patroller 
in Onehunga five years prior to moving to 
Whitianga, sees “a great need” for the MBCP’s 
presence in Mercury Bay. “We currently have a 
team of 38 members who patrol all throughout 
Mercury Bay, encompassing Matarangi 
through to Hahei,” he says. “Patrollers have 
fluctuating hours, generally three hours at a 
time, and stay out at night until the streets are 

clear. In the patrols we act as the eyes and ears 
of the community and report any suspicious 
behaviour to the Police. We have often been 
successful in our observations, some resulting 
in prosecutions.”

Jon says that besides vandalism, one of their 
biggest concerns at the moment is boy racers. 
“We get many young people racing around at 
night,” he says. “Often, they are responsible for 
a lot of damage to people’s property, sometimes 
tearing up their lawns by doing skids or donuts. 
Yes, it may all be fun and games for them, but it 
shouldn’t have to be at the expense of someone 
else. Besides, it only takes a split second or too 
sharp of a turn for racing to go terribly wrong 

and tragedy to strike - something we actively 
try to prevent. 

“Along with preventing physical harm,  
we also like to safeguard people, when they 
leave the pub. We are here as protection as well 
as keeping an eye on young people roaming 
the streets at night, particularly near the  
Whitianga skatepark.”

Both Jon and Gary acknowledge that 
without the grants they receive from Thames-
Coromandel District Council and the support 
from several local businessowners who 
generously discount their products and 
services, mostly with regard to maintenance 
of the organisation’s patrol vehicles, and past 
contributions from Bayleys Real Estate, their 
work would not be possible. “We are at our 15 
year anniversary and it is a great opportunity 
to thank all those who have helped us to help 
the community,” says Gary. “It is seriously 
appreciated. My appreciation also extends, of 
course, to our dedicated team of volunteers. 
Without them, there would be no MBCP.  
We are always looking for more members to 
join our mission in creating a safer Mercury 
Bay and encourage anybody interested to reach 
out to us. 

“Lastly, I would like to give recognition 
to the Police with whom we work closely.  
We operate under their guidance and 
instructions. Throughout the years we have had 
a great rapport with all local Police staff and 
have been given the encouragement that we do 
make a difference.”

To find out more about the MBCP, phone Ian 
McKenzie on (07) 866 4780, visit cpnz.org.nz 
or pop info the Whitianga Police Station.Whitianga Community Patrol chair/coordinator, Jon Maud (left), and secretary, Gary Sarginson.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Robyn Wileman

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Haere tika atu ki reira” - “Go straight there”  

“Reira” could be changed to things like “te toa”, “te tākuta” or “te kura”.  
These would change the ending to “to the shop”, “to the doctor” or “to school” respectively.
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

 Sudoku Puzzle 1004

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail,  
or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, 
Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner 
must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if 
allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
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Tairua skatepark 
site selected

Thames-Coromandel District Council announced last week that Cory Park Domain (pictured) has 
been selected as the site for where a new Tairua skatepark will be developed. The decision was 
made after all possible sites were considered and public opinion was thoroughly canvassed.
According to council, now that the site has been selected, a community skatepark design 
reference group will be formed with a mix of members - including skaters, adjacent residents, 
a member of the Preserve Cory Park Domain Society, a member of the Tairua Recreation Sports 
Trust, a member of the Tairua Rugby and Sports Club, other park users and the Police - to ensure 
the skatepark design is compatible with other recreational uses of Cory Park Domain.
“There was never any doubt that all anyone has ever wanted in Tairua for the last 30 years is a 
skatepark in town,” says TCDC Mayor, Sandra Goudie. “Now we can move forward.”
TCDC has allocated $406,000 in the 2022/23 financial year to design and build the skatepark. 
In addition, council has requested a $150,000 contribution from the community. The community 
funding is currently confirmed at $115,800. The Tairua Recreation Sports Trust is confident the 
full contribution will be raised.

Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1182
Fishing Report  

Snapper fishing is very good at the moment 
with plenty of fish being caught and they’re 
all in excellent condition. “While the popular 
spots around the Mercury Islands, Centre 
Island and Ohinau are producing well, anglers 
are also doing well with long lines off Cooks 
Beach and Wharekaho,” says Alan Proctor, 
manager of the Mercury Bay Game Fishing 
Club (MBGFC). “There are also a few 
mackies around the Bay and people have been 
catching plenty of kahawai and john dory 
too. If you’re happy to go out in these cooler 

mornings, the fishing really is going well.”
The MBGFC Snapper Tournament will 

be held on Saturday this week (4 June).  
The entry fee is $20 per angler. “All money 
will be returned as cash prizes,” says Alan. 

An additional sweepstake will also be run. 
To enter costs $25 per boat with the winner 
taking all. 

The tournament prize-giving will take 
place in the MBGFC clubrooms on Saturday 
at 6:30pm. Entry forms are available from the 
MBGFC clubrooms or at mbgfc.co.nz.
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Mega Brain Teaser - Acrostic Puzzle
© Lovatts Puzzles

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: __________________________________________________________________________________

Brain Teaser Puzzle 1004

       

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 
restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s Brain Teaser winner - Hillary Scott

Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Vaki Puzzle

ACROSTIC INSTRuCTIONS
The grid below contains a quote or relates to a story. The numbers under each letter of the answers 
to the clues correspond to a number in the story grid. The best way to solve this puzzle is -
1. Answer as many clues as possible.
2. Transfer each letter from the answers to the grid via the numbers underneath your answers.
3. Work between the grid and your answers, to find the words in both areas and reveal the mystery text.

THeMe - INTeRNATIONAL FIguReS
The initial letters from the answers A to Q will spell out the name of the quoted 
humanitarian and where her work was mostly done.

A. Earthenware cup
B. Storybook monster
C. Your
D. Pig
E. Beautify
F. Moscow’s ... Square

G. Three times
H. Exertion
I. Reworded (letter)
J. Undergo change
K. Pushing roughly
L. Keep fit class, ... exercises

M. Surmise
N. Neither this ... that
O. Soft feathers
P. Congenital
Q. Salad item, ... sprouts

Last week’s Crossword solution

Last week’s Crossword winner - Helen Rapana
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New Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Chief Executive announced
Aileen Lawrie has been appointed as the new 
Chief Executive of Thames-Coromandel 
District Council, effective from 1 August  
this year.

“We’re very excited and extremely fortunate 
that Aileen has accepted the position,” says TCDC 
Mayor, Sandra Goudie. “Aileen’s expertise in 
aquaculture, housing and cycleway developments 
align perfectly with the work we’re already doing 
in this space. [Her] experience and proven track 
record in delivering real and tangible outcomes on 
complex and difficult initiatives that have spanned 
multiple years and multiple organisations will help 
us drive our projects like the development of Te Ariki 
Tahi/Sugarloaf Wharf and the Kōpū marine precinct  
to completion.”

Ms Lawrie has been the Chief Executive of 
Ōpōtiki District Council for 12 years. During that 
time, she has driven many notable projects for the 
Ōpōtiki community, including a multi-million-dollar 
sewerage upgrade, the development and extension of 
the Mōtū trails (the seventh Great Ride to be completed 
under Nga Haerenga in 2012) and the award-winning 
Ōpōtiki Harbour/Aquaculture Development project 
in partnership with Whakatōhea. 

Ms Lawrie is also one of 12 members on the 
Local Government Steering Group, advising central 
government on resource management system 
reforms, and is a director of  BOP LASS Limited 
(Bay of Plenty Local Authority Shared Services). She 
is involved in the Economic Development Agency for 
the Eastern Bay of Plenty - Toi EDA, and is a Civil 
Defence and Emergency Management Controller.

Her previous roles have been in regulatory, planning 
and management at Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
and Environment Canterbury, with a particular 

interest in coastal planning legislation.
“I am very excited to join the team at TCDC in 

August,” says Ms Lawrie. “I can see that council has 
an ambitious work programme for the coming years 
and there is already a lot of work underway. I look 
forward to sharing the lessons from Ōpōtiki around 
wharf and housing development, and council’s role 
in building towards the community vision. There is 
also a lot of work on the horizon making sure the 
[Thames-Coromandel District] is in the best place 
to navigate through all the reform facing local 
government.

“I am looking forward to getting to know the 
community, council staff and elected members.”

Ms Lawrie’s has been appointed for a five-year 
term, three years with an additional two-year right of 
renewal. She replaces Rob Williams, who resigned 
as TCDC Chief Executive earlier this year after five 
years in the role.

Rex Capil, Governance and Strategy Group 
Manager, has been acting Chief Executive in the 
interim. He has tendered his resignation and Bruce 
Hinson, council’s Operations Group Manager, 
will take over the acting Chief Executive role until  
Ms Lawrie starts in August.

“We wish Rex all the best for the future, which 
includes travel overseas, and thank Bruce for agreeing 
to take on the acting Chief Executive position 
during the interim, he has our full confidence,” says  
Mrs Goudie.

The recruitment process for the Chief Executive 
role was managed by an independent executive 
search and recruitment organisation and TCDC’s 
Chief Executive Appointment Panel made up of 
Mrs Goudie, Deputy Mayor Murray McLean, and 
Councillors Robyn Sinclair and John Morrissey.Aileen Lawrie, the new Chief Executive of Thames-Coromandel District Council.
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

MERCURY BAY  
COMMUNITY PATROL INC

AGM
Wednesday, 22 June at the Masonic Hall,

66 Cook Drive, Whitianga
Commencing at 7:00pm

GREY POWER MERCURY BAY INC
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual general Meeting of  
Grey Power Mercury Bay Inc  

will be held at  
11:15am on Thursday, 2 June  

at the Mercury Bay Club,  
corner Cook Drive and Campbell Street.

Doors will open at 10:45am.
If you have any queries regarding  

this meeting or Grey Power,  
contact Merle Edwards on 867 1737.

EVENT

SITUATIONS VACANT

FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu, 
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay

Phone/text 0274 958 033 
or (07) 867 1361

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FIREWOOD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

GUM FIREWOOD 
$160/cube

Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

MItSubIShI ELEctRIc 
MulTidRaweR 306l FRidGe

MR-CX306 eM
Still under warranty, purchased 2021.

Excellent condition,  
pick up in Whenuakite.

$1,000 ono
Phone 027 381 6870

Classifieds and Public Notices
FOR SALE

Classifieds and Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICES

KUAOTUNU LANd SEARCh ANd RESCUE  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, 7 June at 1830 (6:30pm)
at KSAR base located by Westpac hangar 

at the end of Abrahamson Drive. 
All welcome.

(Continued on page 43)

MERCURY BAY GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB                                                                                                  
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 24 May
Results: 1 Peter Chaffin, 2 Bill McLean, 3 Rod Stewart.
Eighteen-hole Ladies Area Stableford Round 4 - 
Wednesday, 25 May  
Results Division 1: 1 Anita Ellmers, 2 Robyn Anderson,  
3 Diane Eccles.
Results Division 2: 1 Sheree Henderson, 2 Davinia 
Schofield, 3 Fiona Gardien.
Nearest the Pin (#4): Barbara Bradley, Nearest the Pin 
(#18): Lynne Butler, Longest Putt: Davinia Schofield.
Men Scramble 4BBB - Wednesday, 25 May 
Results: 1 Mark Burcombe and Les Walbridge, 2 James 
Duncan and Stuart King, 3 Bruce Troughear and Ron 
Watson.
Best Gross: Equal Mark Burcombe and James Duncan 78.
Nine-hole Ladies Stableford - Thursday, 26 May
Results Division 1: 1 Maree Denney, 2 Christine Godden.
Results Division 2: 1 Judy Hindrup, 2 Jean Hancock.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford - 
Saturday, 28 May 
Results: 1 Wayne Kearney 40, 2 Tony Foster 39, 3 Steve 
Stedman 38. 
Best Gross: Equal Dave Enright and Noble Mita 75, Twos: 
Neal Robinson and Noble Mita. Longest Drive (Division 1): 
Kevin Smith, Longest Drive (Division 2): Graeme Butler, 
Nearest the Pin (Division 1): Wayne Kearney.
PURANGI GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Nine Hole Men and Ladies Putts G Free Trophy - 
Tuesday, 24 May
Results: 1 Jim Brown, 2 Neil Robertson, 3 Meryll Hawke. 
Net: 1 Equal Jim Brown and Wayne Morrison, 3 Equal 
Neil Robertson, Dick Hawke, Meryll Hawke and Roberta 
Preston.
Nine Hole Men and Ladies Par - Thursday, 26 May 
Results: 1 Dick Hawke, 2 Phil Costello, 3 Equal Kevin 
Milroy and Wayne Morrison.                                                                                                                   
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - 
Saturday, 28 May                                                                                                                                          
Results: 1 Jeff Bright 36, 2 Jock Peacock 35, 3 Bob Walker 
34. 4BBB: Jeff Bright and Grant Webster 44, Best Gross: 
Bob Walker 87, Twos/Net Eagles: John van Groenedaal, 
Hidden Holes: John van Groenedaal.
THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Nine-hole Men Three Club Stableford  - 
Thursday, 26 May
Results: 1 Equal Lance Croawell, Ray Green and Barry 
Titchmarsh 16.
Eighteen-hole Men Net Medal - Wednesday, 25 May
Results: 1 Mark Hall 70, 2 Todd Anderson 70, 3 Glen  
Le Lievre 71.
Twos: Geoff Atmore, Nearest the Pin (#18): Glen Le Lievre. 
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - 
Saturday, 28 May 
Results: 1 Peter Sharp 38, 2 Scott Iskowicz 36, 3 Brent 
Holtom (Hauraki) 36. 
Twos: Geoff Atmore, Gavin Allden, Paul Shaw and Bev  

Le Lievre, Nearest the Pin (#18): Scott Iskowicz.
MERCURY BAY JUNIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 28 May
Year 3: The team played Waihi. The skill development 
in the team is improving with every game. Player of the 
Day: Bella Jackson, Tackler of the Day: Isla Shepherd, 
Team Spirit: Archie Ryan. Waihi also awarded Bella the 
Opposing Team Player of the Day and awarded Adam 
Macdonald the Opposing Team Tackler of the Day.  
Great spirit was showed by all involved.
Year 5 Black: The team played Te Aroha Red and though 
they were down in the first half, the players gave it 110 
percent to climb their way to a great win with a score 
of 45 - 25. Six tries were scored in the last half. Awards 
went to Niko Varga for Achievement on the Field from 
Training and to Lachie Peterson for Player of the Day.
Year 5 Yellow: The team played Te Aroha Black. It was a 
great game from both teams, try for try. Mercury Bay did 
not come away with the win, but it was a most enjoyable 
game. Player of the Day: Ryan Old. Special mention to 
Rima Joshua who received Player of the Day from the  
Te Aroha team.
Year 6 Black: The team took on Paeroa at home. It was 
a very hard game with only eight players. Tries were 
scored by Barnaby Roche, Zaan Mayo (2), Curtis Treherne 
and Marlon Stanley. Player of the Day: Marlon Stanley,  
Star Play Award: Lucian Weir. 
Year 8: The team travelled to Waihi. Soon after kick-off, 
it was clear they were up against a pretty sharp Waihi 
side. The kids battled for the full 60 minutes and put 
their bodies on the line, but were unable to come away 
with the win. Unfortunately, this meant they had to 
hand over the Challenge Shield that they have held for 
the past year. Try Scorer: Tayze Gill. Players of the Day:  
Noah Candelaria, Mackenzie Boyd and Cooper Sturgeon. 
Player of the Day from Waihi: Mackenzie Boyd.          
MERCURY BAY AREA SCHOOL RUGBY
Saturday, 28 May
Youth Grade: MBAS 19 v Paeroa 51.
First XV: MBAS 57 v Paeroa 12.
MERCURY BAY SENIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 28 May
Senior A: Mercury Bay Marlins 43 v Paeroa 27.
COROMANDEL TOWN SENIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 28 May
Senior A: Coromandel Town 17 v Whangamatā 44.                                   
MERCURY BAY JUNIOR FOOTBALL                   
Saturday, 28 May   
8th Grade: It was the first tournament of the season 
held in Tairua. The team played teams from around the 
Coromandel in perfect playing conditions. Everyone did 
extremely well, playing five back-to-back games with 
little rest in between. Thanks to WaiBOP Football for 
organising a fantastic day and all the parents who came 
to support. Players of the Day: Levi, Cooper and Brandon.                                        
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Classifieds and Public Notices

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently 

being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.

At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
OPC operates a WorkWell programme  

where your wellbeing matters. 
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with  

any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

SITUATIONS VACANT MARKET

WhITIANGA SATURdAY MARKET
Soldiers Memorial Park

8.30am - 1pm
Inquiries to John - 027 224 9074

SITUATIONS VACANT
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MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing. 
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  

or 027 320 1703.

RubbISh REMOvAL 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

WORK WANTED

Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying, Public & Private,  

1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.  

Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348

davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

ST ANDREW’S  
BY THE SEA

Presbyterian/Methodist Church
Albert Street, Whitianga

COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.

Vaccination passes to be shown.
Come join us.  

Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452

www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

CHURCH SERVICES

(021) 781 081

HOuSe waSHiNG
House wash, roof wash, fences,  

driveway, patios - soft-wash for best  
moss and lichen clean and treatment, 

exterior window cleaning or  
general waterblasting,  

100m hose so access no problem. 
Cover the whole peninsula. 

Phone 0800 747 787  
or andy direct 027 313 4386

ALL hOUSE ANd PROPERTY  
REPAIRS ANd MAINTENANCE
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040

chIMNEY SWEEP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

COROMANdEL GARAGE dOORS
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don McLean 022 453 2188

Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

IN MEMORIAM

VEhIclEs WantED 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,  

damaged, de-registered,  
mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 
call 0800 333 398

all welcome
WhItIanGa sDa FEllOWshIP

First Saturday of the month 10:00am,  
at the Town Hall.  

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069 
Community Representative  

Jan 027 248 2984 

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

IN MEMORIAM

WORK WANTED

WANTED

JOHN SAUNDERS
In loving memory of our dearest John,  

who left us one year ago  
on 6 June 2021.

A beloved husband, father and friend, 
missed everyday for his love, wisdom, 

patience, kindness and his smile.
Treasured memories of such a  

beautiful person will last forever.

WINDOW CLEANING

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

10th Grade: Our first away trip of the year meant an early 
start for parents travelling down to Hauraki Plains. Thanks 
to all the supporters making the trip. Another excellent 
team performance extending the winning streak for this 
talented bunch. Players of the Day: Fletcher and Jackson.
12th Grade: We played Thames at home. It was a very 
even game going back and forth with Mercury Bay 
coming out the winners, 5 - 2. Tylar Cornwall scored four 
goals and Louis Edwards scored one. Players of the Day: 
Alfie Harris and Wilfred Asquith.  
Junior Mixed: The team played Thames at home in 
front of a very vocal crowd. The scores were locked  
2 - 2 at halftime thanks to a goal each by Harry Williscroft 
and Benjamin Eady. In the second half, Thames took a  
3 - 2 lead before Harry slotted his second goal of the day.  
It was a tense last 10 minutes before a great pass through 
the Thames defence allowed Benjamin to grab the winner 
in the dying minutes for a 4 - 3 scoreline. It was another 
dramatic win for the team who continue to defend stoutly 
and play to the final whistle. Arlo Hert was again fantastic 
in goal while Ben Collins, Sam Chamberlain and Tom 
Lamason also played extremely well.
MERCURY BAY CLUB
Snooker - Wednesday, 25 May                                                                                                                                        
Best of three frames.
Twelve players. Brian Codyre, Ian Pudney and Forrest 
Littlejohn progressed to the finals with two straight wines 
each. Forrest was too good for Brian in the semi-final and 
met Ian (who won the bye draw) in the final. Forrest, the 
2020 Club Champion, was on form and took the win and 
the $25 grocery voucher. Runner-up was Ian Pudney with 
two wins and the bye draw. Also with two wins were Brian 
Codyre, Wayne Malcolm, Peter Challis and Willie Jones. 
Highest break: Forrest Littlejohn 23.  
Snooker - Saturday, 28 May
Best of three frames.
Twelve players. Ian Baumgren, Bob Haase and Peter 
Schultz with two straight wins each were left to challenge 
each other in the finals. Ian won the bye draw, and Peter 
and Bob had a good tussle in the semi-final with Peter 
claiming victory. Old adversaries, Ian and Peter, stepped up 
for the final and it was a great close frame with Ian taking 
the win over reigning club champion, Peter. As reward for 
his win, Ian took home the $25 grocery voucher. Runner-

up with two wins was Peter Schultz. Others with two were 
Bob Haase, Phil Jones, Wayne Malcolm and Barry Roach. 
Highest break: Bob Haase 22.
8-ball - Sunday, 29 May 
Best of eight frames.
Eleven players, all of whom looked smart in their new 
club shirts. Doug Pascoe and Kelvin Conaghan ended up 
with seven wins each to play out a final frame shootout. 
It was Doug who turned the table on Kelvin and took the 
win. Both won a meat pack. Kathleen Conaghan won the 
chocolate bar wooden spoon prize.
MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB 
Championship Pairs Round 4 - Wednesday, 25 May 
North/South: 1 Kate Palmano and Sue Gill 57.00;  
2 Jenny Layton and Val Dwight 55.50, 3 Johanna Bonnar 
and Pauline Van Groenedaal 51.50. 
East/West: 1 Robyn Hogg and Giorgio Allemano 69.50,  
2 Augusta Canegallo and Dave Dylla 57.00; 3 Bob Schibli 
and Gavin Hedwig  51.50.  
Autumn 2 Competition Round 4 - Thursday, 26 May 
Results: 1 Rose Tegg and Geoff Jervis 62.50, 2 Ischelle 
Stevenson and Paul Bradley 58.33, 3 Judy Glucina and 
Julie Rutledge 54.17. 
MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 26 May
Winners: Ray Rout, Merle Ward, Shirley Marshall and 
Glynne Jackson.
Runners-up: Ian Pudney, Heather Walker and Wayne 
Fisher.
Good Sports: Wayne McNeill, Colin Everett and Bev 
McAllister.
MERCURY BAY NETBALL CENTRE
Wednesday, 25 May
Year 5/6: Coromandel Champs 7 v Whenuakite 2, Blue 
Stars 9 v Te Rerenga Tigers 7, Red Devils 7 v Shooting 
Stars 6.
Year 7/8: Da Flames 13 v Team 2 6, Golden Ferns 11  
v Coromandel 10, Whiti All Stars 10 v Tairua Hikuai 9.
College: Bumblebees 17 v The Stingrays 8, Pickles 27  
v Coromandel Senior A 22.
Seniors Division 1: Win or Booze 39 v Left Over Bettys 
12, MB Magic 33 v MBAS Senior A 31, Fusion 41  
v The OGs 27. 
Seniors Division 2: Bullzup 24 v Pawfessionals 21, 
Dynamos 31 v Midcourters 21.

Mercury Bay Netball Centre players, Paige Hayward (on the left), Millie Gold (in the centre)  
and Taylor Ferrier-Kerr in action at the Mercury Bay Multisport Park on Wednesday last week.




