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From sailing to brewing with
nine children
By Tony Stickley

If you can sail the Pacific in a 52-foot catamaran
for the best part of a year with your nine
children aboard, then the challenge of taking on
a brewing business you know very little about,
is something you should be able to take in
your stride.
That’s the belief of Andy and Deborah
Horton who have just bought the Seabreeze
Holiday Park and Hot Water Brewing Co in
Whenuakite from local couple, Don and Dawn
Walker. And judging from the Hortons’ life
of adventure and their can-do attitude to date,
it is not something you would ever want to
bet against.
Don and Dawn, who set up the holiday park in
2005 and the brewery in 2013, say the sale will
give them more freedom to do the things they
want to do, while concentrating their business
prowess on their 20 hectares of kiwifruit and
avocados orchards at Coroglen and Whenuakite.
Dawn said that the brewery - which continues
to have professional brewer, Ben McDonald, at
the helm - had won a number of medals from
the Brewers Guild some years back for its range
of craft beers. “Don has done a bit of brewing
himself and setting up a brewery was just
something he wanted to do.”
She said that initially the holiday park
only had a small shop, selling basic items to
campers, then they opened a restaurant and the
brewery just evolved from that. Their daughter,
Jen, was heavily involved in running both the
holiday park and the brewery. As for the name,
“Hot Water Brewing,” Dawn said it was chosen
because hot water was used in the process and
because they were not far from Hot Water Beach.
She said that over the nine years in operation,
the brewery’s range of five or six craft beers had
expanded to include IPA, XPA, lager and porter,
and is sold in niche markets such as the Puka
Park restaurant in Pauanui, Luke’s Kitchen and
Coromandel Mussel Kitchen, as well as select
bars in Auckland and Hamilton. It is also sold at
New World in Whitianga and online.
Dawn said they would now be able to balance
orchard business commitments with leisure
pursuits. “We will have a little bit more time;
we want to do quite a lot of things… hiking and

The Horton family, new owners of Seabreeze Holiday Park and Hot water Brewing Co.
From the left: Rufus, Deborah (mother), Winnie, Eve holding Honey, Marigold, Andy (father), Will, Jonny, Daisy and Aquilla.
cycling around New Zealand and we have got
a nice boat that we would like to get out on the
water and do more of that sort of thing.”
For the Hortons, taking over the twin
businesses was as much about lifestyle as the
excitement of taking on a new venture. Though
both New Zealand born, Andy (50) and Deborah
(45) have spent most of their lives in Australia,
returning home eight years ago to live on a
lifestyle property in Taupo, where Andy worked
installing laminated timber flooring while
mother-of-nine, Deborah, continued to homeschool the children, as she had always done.
“It was a relatively quiet life… as much as
is possible with nine kids. Then we bought a
52-foot catamaran, though we had never sailed
before,” Deborah said. “We just decided to take
the kids on a sailing trip to Fiji. We knew it
would be one of the last adventures we would
have with them, as our eldest, Daisy, was 18
at the time.” Previous exploits included a twomonth family trip around America in an RV.
Deborah said that, while they had owned power
boats in the past, they had never previously
set foot on a sailing boat. “We learned how to
sail on YouTube and then spent a few months
sailing around New Zealand before heading to

Fiji where we spent six months before sailing
back again.”
She described the experience as the “best of
the best and the worst of the worst”. “We had a
big storm going over and we all thought we were
going to die. Another low was having eleven
people living in confined quarters. That brought
its own challenges, but overall the experience
was awesome and it brought us together hugely,
as a family.”
In Fiji, they snorkelled, swam, surfed and
helped the locals with a few building projects.
“But basically, it was just hanging out as
a family.”
Apart from learning to sail, Deborah said that
the children, now aged three to 19, got a huge
amount out of the voyage. “It will be something
that they will never forget in all their lives. Some
of them say they would definitely never do that
again and others now have it in their blood.”
After their trip, Deborah said that they knew
that they always wanted to live by the ocean.
They had stopped off at Whitianga on their
way back from Fiji and when a friend sent a
realestate.com advert for the holiday park and
brewery, they didn’t hesitate. “It was probably
the challenge that attracted us and also working

at home, it gives Andy more time to be with
the kids.” Once fully set up, Deborah believes
it will offer a good lifestyle that provides
flexibility for the family. “Maybe during winter
we will be able to buy another boat and go back
over to Fiji. There is lots of potential, but yeah,
probably lifestyle is the biggest thing for us,”
She said that while they would be relying on
Ben for his brewing skills, they would enjoy
being ‘taste testers’. They are currently in the
process of rebranding the beer with new cans
and a new look, but were keeping the Hot
Water Brewing Co name. In addition, they
are giving the restaurant a facelift which they
will run themselves, employing their own chef
and staff, rather than leasing out the premises
to another operator. Meanwhile, the children
are doing their bit, helping paint and weed
around the grounds of the park, which has 75
powered and non-powered caravan/tent sites as
well as a number of studios, and one, two and
three-bed chalets.
For the future, the couple, who are in
partnership with Deborah’s parents, David
and Ruth Watson, are considering catering for
retreats, weddings and other functions at the
holiday park.
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Shoreline Management Plans presented by TCDC
By Pauline Stewart
Whether we live by the beach, by a river, on
a canal or on top of a hill overlooking the
ocean, there is no debate that the effects of
climate change on our streams, ground water
levels, sea levels and accessibility in and out
of our communities, in relation to where and
how we live, are very real and pertinent.
Shoreline management on the Coromandel
Peninsula is an important and current matter.
Our future depends on it. Five meetings
addressing the pathway ahead for 400km of
shoreline were held from Thames to Colville
last weekend. Over 60 people attended the
two local gatherings in the Whitianga Town
Hall and the Kūaotunu Hall.
The central issues of shoreline management
are how to protect, prepare for, pay for and
manage the varying risks of inundation and
erosion. Pictorial maps showed clearly the
areas most affected and to what degree. The
presenters from Thames-Coromandel District
Council brought a practical and sobering
message. No one was debating whether
there is climate change and there is general
agreement that the temperatures are rising,
the sea levels will rise and that storm patterns
are more intense and severe. Recent storms
have highlighted the need for action.
For Whitianga, it was demonstrated that
there are areas of real vulnerability that
require protection and management. Two
areas in particular were identified - the
centre of Buffalo Beach and the shores of the
estuary to the Waterways canals. One of the
presenters said, “State Highway 25 needs to
be protected. We considered a new location,
but have not found any feasible relocation.”
The presentation pointed out scenarios
20 years, 50 years and 100 years into the
future. The key question was “What might
protection look like in the future?” to address
the hazards that could be predicted for each of

Shoreline erosion at Buffalo Beach in Whitianga.
these markers. It was demonstrated that these
hazards certainly apply to Whitianga and that
there were some that will apply within the 20year marker.
The importance of putting in place triggers
that would allow council to act, was stressed.
For Whitianga, the questions for each trigger
point are “What is the line in the sand” and
“What would it take to protect Mercury
Bay?” It was explained that there will be an
unacceptable level of inundation at a 0.4m of
sea level sea rise. Although it is certain that
there will be sea level rise between 2020 and
2050, there is no certainty when the 0.4m
measurement will become a reality. However,

a careful outline was presented with maps
and graphs of adaption plans and proposed
pathways of protection which would be
enacted when certain triggers in the climate
change trajectory became clear.
The adaption and protection plans involve
immediately addressing the erosion on the
middle of Buffalo Beach through replanting,
and protection and maintenance of the sand
dunes. This was not met with enthusiasm, as
residents had witnessed replanting projects
washed away by recent storms and expressed
that this approach was a “waste of money”.
The residents were re-assured that this initial
step would be supported by “soft engineering”

What’s happening in the night sky?
Tuesday, 21 June to Wednesday, 29 June: This week we can see up to five planets in the sky, but you’ll have to get up early! The dawn sky has slightly
yellowish Saturn high overhead followed by bright Jupiter with slightly reddish but quite faint Mars below this, with brilliant Venus much lower down.
To complete the lineup, just below Venus is faint Mercury which is easily lost in the rising Sun’s glare. Friday is the Matariki holiday and Matariki, also
known as the Pleiades or Seven Sisters, can be seen slightly to the left of Venus, just before sunrise towards the weekend. The International Space
Station (ISS) makes several good passes again this week, all in the evening. However, exact times can change if the ISS has to move to avoid space junk.
Tuesday, 21 June: Today is the winter solstice, the shortest day of the year with the Sun at its lowest in the sky. Early in the morning, bright Jupiter can
be seen halfway between the Moon and Mars. There’s a good but quite low ISS pass from 6:51pm in the west tonight. Thursday, 23 June: Mars meets
the Moon up close in the pre-dawn sky. There will be a short ISS pass from 6:52pm low in the SW. Friday, 24 June: The Moon now sits below Mars as
it moves ever closer to Venus in the dawn sky. There will be another low ISS pass from 6:03pm low in the west. Matariki holiday today and it can just be
spotted before sunrise very low in the eastern sky. Sunday, 26 June: The crescent Moon makes a nice triangle with the Pleiades or Matariki below it on its
left and brilliant Venus below on its right with Mercury sitting almost on the horizon below the red giant star Aldabaran.
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- the use of diggers to move sand and rock
to support and sustain the effects of the
replanting.
The long-term scenario proposed for
protection of the Buffalo Beach shoreline
would be an embankment of 6.4m all the
way around the beach and extending into the
estuary. However, it was quickly pointed out
by the TCDC staff that “this is not a scenario
we need to go with at this present time”.
The embankment was described as a
big piece of infrastructure which required
addressing the questions of “What is the
estimated value of this in terms of cost/benefit
analysis?”, “What are the ecological and
environmental impacts?”, “How will town
growth look and develop in this period?”
and “How will the options of relocation or
enhancing defences be decided?”
It was indicated that decisions in all of these
areas would need to be made in the next 20
years, but that adaption and flexibility would
be required.
For residents and businesses, insurance is
a key issue and this received a very detailed
presentation. To quote the presenter, “Climate
change requires a paradigm shift in thinking
when it comes to insurance.” Three practical
steps were advised - anticipate and adapt,
build back and raise floor levels. “Unless we
reduce risk, insurers will respond through
exclusions or refusals, but incrementally,” the
presenter said. “The Shoreline Management
Plan wants to put in place adaption policies.”
One lingering, but key question on many
minds is, “When will what is described,
happen?” No one knows the answer to that,
but TCDC will watch and monitor carefully
the trigger points. Council will set the
direction, but not the exact format of what
happens. Input from residents will constantly
be sought.

Night sky information
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343
www.stargazersbb.com
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One hour of your time join the Garden Bird Survey
By Pam Ferla
The joy of bird song is something we take
for granted and we may get used to the tui’s
iridescent splendour. But the annual New
Zealand Garden Bird Survey offers a chance
to observe the birds around us and collect
useful information for research.
This is the 16th year the national survey
is being held and researchers are starting to
identify trends from the information received.
If you want to play your part in understanding
the trends of our bird populations, visit the
New Zealand Garden Bird Survey website
and download a tally sheet. Then select a
backyard, a garden, marae, local park or
school grounds to start your survey.
Choose one hour on one day between 25
June and 3 July. Then get comfortable and
ready to jot down your findings. Look and
listen for birds. The survey is asking what
birds are in your garden and how many.
For each species of birds, write down the
highest number you see or hear at one time.
Your findings can be submitted online at the

An image of a tui captured by Whitianga
Photographic Club member, Steve Merchant.
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New Zealand Garden Bird Survey website
(gardenbirdsurvey.nz). You will find a link to
the survey form live on the homepage from
the date the survey starts.
Whitianga resident, Tony Wilson, has
been a professional birdwatching guide for
overseas tourists. He is enthusiastic about
the survey because it encourages people to
take time out to appreciate what birds are
in their neighbourhood. “I think it develops
their interest and also their knowledge of
what birds are attracted to particular plants,”
he says. “Then they can compare the birds
and plants in their garden to other people’s
gardens. It is also a good opportunity to get
children involved and appreciating birds.
Using binoculars is also a good idea. From
my experience when out birdwatching, if I
have binoculars and I hand them to someone
else to watch, they look and go, ‘Wow!’”
There was some good news coming
from last year’s survey, which showed that
nationally kereru numbers increased rapidly
over the past five years (up 57 percent).
Fantails were up 47 percent over the past 10
years and tui have increased by 30 percent
in that time. However, bellbirds show little
change over the past five years and silvereye
have had a moderate increase during
that time.
Statistics on introduced species such as
song thrush, house sparrows, dunnock and
chaffinch also show little change over the past
five years.
Goldfinch show a shallow increase over
10 years and starlings continue to decline.
Nationally there has been little change in
myna counts, except in Wellington, where
they have increased 202 percent in the past
10 years.
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Stan’s Stuff

By Stan Stewart, co-owner of The Mercury Bay Informer
My Dad always told me, “British people drink tea. We don’t drink coffee.” And so the die
was cast.
The only coffee available back then was coffee essence, coffee mixed with condensed milk,
a kind of novelty party treat. It was not for regular imbibing.
In the 1950s, instant coffee arrived in a big way. Backed by huge media campaigns
aimed at young housewives, the product soon became established. It was a must-have in
every kitchen.
It was when the gleaming machines that hissed and burped arrived, that coffee really took
off. From being a kind of space age novelty, it became a must-have “can’t start the day
without it” drink. Now it is much more than that.
Recently, in downtown Brisbane, just before 9:00am, I saw smartly dressed women clicking
along the street in their high heels, all presumably on their way to work. Most of them were
carrying a disposable cup filled with steaming coffee.
It dawned on me that carrying a cup of coffee to work has become a fashion statement.
It tells the viewer, “Not only am I looking my best, but I am also with it - up with the play.”
For eight weeks now I have queued for coffee in a large hospital. My son drinks an “almond
milk” latte. What is almond milk?
I have noticed that wherever people go for coffee, they queue. Queuing was never something
I liked to do. In the past in other queues, I had experienced bad tempers and complaints.
Not so for coffee.
The coffee queues vary - occasionally six, but on other mornings, up to 16. Everyone comes
for coffee - cleaners, nurses, surgeons, patients, administrators and security. The wait can
be substantial, five to seven minutes is common.
What has surprised me is the good humour that pervades these gatherings.
The machines hiss and burp. The chatty baristas move with speed, wiping and pouring.
No slackers here. They cheerfully call the names of the persons whose coffee they have
prepared. I never knew there were so many ways to prepare coffee.
Frequently, we hear grumbles these days about the behaviour of our contemporaries.
Has common courtesy gone out the window? Well, judging from my experience in coffee
queues, I don’t think it has. Perhaps I am an old fossil with my head in the sand, but my
coffee queue experiences have me thinking that our world is becoming more courteous
and caring.
Certainly for me, standing in a coffee queue has been a peaceful, even pleasant way,
to start the day. I am not talking about the coffee, but I get the feeling of a co-operative
community. It sets a good tone for the day.
However, I don’t drink coffee. English Breakfast Tea is my hot drink of choice. My Dad would
approve of my steadfastness to British principles.
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It’s all go for the Mercury Bay
Art Escape 2023
After a difficult 2022 and a disappointing
Covid related postponement, the Mercury
Bay Art Escape is all go for the first two
weekends in March 2023. As the proverb
says, “Every delay has it’s blessings” and
we certainly believe this is true, as it has
not only provided time for artists who were
out of the country to return to Mercury Bay,
but it has also proven to be an awakening
at how important this event is to our area
and how popular it is - not only to locals,
but to the regular visitors who frequent the
eastern Coromandel.
“The Mercury Bay Art Escape is an
integral fortnight on the Coromandel
Peninsula Arts and Tourism calendar.
Besides being a professional platform
for our artists to share their work with
the public, it is also an opportunity for

businesses to extend their product offerings
and supports the local economy prior to the
quiet winter months.“ says Stuart Christie,
new Chairman of Mercury Bay Art Escape.
The 2022 Art Escape is not lost as the
Mercury Bay Art Escape members are
keen to extend an invitation throughout the
year to welcome visitors for viewings by
appointment. If you fancy an inspiring road
trip, feel free to call the artists using their
info on our website at www.mercurybayartescape.com/artists or we encourage our
art lovers to use the existing 2022 guide
available at I-sites.
To receive news regarding The Mercury
Bay Art Escape 2023 please subscribe to
our newsletter on the Contact page of our
website (www.mercurybay-artescape.com)
or follow us on Facebook or Instagram.

“Eight Boat Harbour” by Mercury Bay Art Escape member, Sally Samins.

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Issue 1007 - 21 June 2022

Issue 1007 - 21 June 2022

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Page 5

Weaving display to celebrate Matariki

By Francesca Dowling

As we appreciate the stunning annual display
of the cluster of stars that reappear in our night
skies every winter, we know that Matariki
and the Māori New Year have arrived.
In celebration of this, local Te Roopu
Mahi Kākahu weaving group have
organised an event on Friday this week
(24 June) where they will be displaying their
year’s worth of work to the public at The Lost
Spring in Whitianga.
“Matariki is a time to honour those who are
no longer with us and bring whānau, friends
and the community together to reflect on
the previous year to and look forward to the
new year,” says expert weaver and kaiako
(teacher) of Te Roopu Mahi Kākahu group,
Deborah Phillips. “Hence Te Roopu Mahi
Kākahu group is happy to welcome all who
are interested in coming along to help us
celebrate Matariki through our weaving.”
The weavers will be demonstrating their
weaving from 11:00am to 12:00pm and
1:00pm to 2:00pm. Presentations will be
taking place from 12:00pm to 1:00pm, and
2:00pm to 3:00pm where each weaver will
strut their stuff and the audience will be able
to view their mahi.
Lunch will also be available. Guests must
make sure to book in and pay for their meals
with The Lost Spring directly.
Each weaver has woven two cloaks this
year, which they will be displaying at the
event. One cloak is a full-sized, traditional
kākahu and the other is a smaller version an impressive feat, considering one full sized
kākahu can use up to 20,000 feathers and can

The members of Te Roopu Mahi Kākahu weaving group. Back, from left: Jo Waite, Adrienne Jervis, Susan Griffiths and Laveena Berryman.
Front, from the left: Bess Kingi Edmonds, Deborah Phillips, Vicki Southon and Sandy Gaskell.
take up to two years to make.
Te Roopu Mahi Kākahu was initiated
exactly a year ago on Matariki, after Deborah
struck up a conversation in a local op shop
with a Whitianga Social Services volunteer.
“They took my idea to management and ever
since then, we have hit the ground running,”
says Deborah. “I’d really like to take this
opportunity to thank Whitianga Social
Services for the ongoing support they show
towards our group in terms of funding and
allocating space for our weekly classes on
a Thursday.

“Despite using contemporary materials,
we are traditional in our tikanga (method) to
honour our culture and tipuna (ancestors).
My goal is to revive Māori heritage through
teaching women to weave and for every
household to eventually have their own
kākahu. Lots of people don’t know about
their culture and weaving is a gentle way
of immersing ourselves in te ao Māori
(the Māori worldview).
“I have seen the many positive effects
weaving has had on people’s lives,
for instance, increased self-esteem and a

sense of belonging. When we learn about our
culture, it makes us better people because we
understand ourselves.
“We all - especially those who, only a
year ago, didn’t know how to weave and
now can - are very excited to share our our
progress with everyone who stops by on
Friday. We look forward to what we’re going
to weave this coming year and to further
accomplishments.”
Friday is also a public holiday. Its the
first time Matariki is formally recognised in
New Zealand.

MĀNAWATIA A MATARIKI

Matariki is about coming together
with whānau and friends to reflect on the year,
to celebrate the past and plan for the future.

Te Roopu Mahi Kākahu and friends
present

Lost in
Matariki
Come join us at The Lost Spring
Friday, 24 June, 2022

Please take note of the times:
11:00am - 12:00pm and 1:00pm - 2:00pm we are weaving.
12:00pm to 1:00pm to 1:00pm and 2:00pm to 3:00pm
we will show all complete garments
NO CHARGE
Please book directly with The Lost Spring
if you wish to have lunch or refreshments while you are there.
Contact Jo Kaaho for
further information 021 059 4085
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Scott’s Thoughts

By Scott Simpson, National Party MP for Coromandel
The rise in gang activity and violent crime
is rightfully concerning to law-abiding New
Zealanders. Frankly, we’re sick and tired of
seeing our shops boarded up after a ram-raid
and watching the evening news as law and
order continues to decline.
The government has lost focus on what is
important to Kiwis and are now scrambling to
get on top of the issue. Replacing the Police
Minister will do little to reverse their soft
on crime approach which has allowed gang
membership to swell over the past five years.
Since 2017, the Waikato has seen an increase
in gang membership of 66 percent.
This simply isn’t good enough. Kiwis
deserve to feel safe in their communities.
The next National government will back
the Police, tackle gangs and protect
New Zealanders at home, at work and
in their communities. We’ve come up
with four practical steps to get tough on
organised crime.
First, we would ban gang patches and
insignia in public places. This rule is already in
place for government buildings like hospitals
and courts. Patches are only given to people
who have committed violent crimes. They’re
used to show loyalty to a gang and intimidate
people. Extending the ban on gang patches to
all public spaces would help Kiwis feel safer
in their communities.
The next two tools would give the Police
the powers to disrupt gangs from planning
and co-ordinating crimes. Under National,
the Police would be able to stop gangs
from gathering in public and issue dispersal
notices. We would also back the Police to
issue Consorting Prohibition Notices when
needed, in order to stop known gang offenders
committing serious offences. Once issued,
those gang members will not be allowed to

associate or communicate with one another
for up to three years.
Finally, we need to stop gang members
from accessing firearms. Firearms Prohibition
Orders would make it illegal for any gang
member, who in the last 10 years has been
convicted of a serious offence, to access
firearms or enter certain premises where
firearms are present.
In international news, the Government’s
lack of urgency in the Pacific is hurting our
relationships in the region. It takes years to
develop a rapport with nations, but that hard
work can be quickly undone.
The issue has been compounded by
Foreign Affairs Minister Nanaia Mahuta, who
seems completely uninterested in the job.
Her Australian counterpart was only recently
appointed, but has already visited several
Pacific nations.
We need our Foreign Minister to devote
less time to pushing through unpopular Three
Waters reforms and to start focusing more on
her role in international diplomacy.
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See page 2 for what’s happening
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and
Hot Water Beach tides.
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Like us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.
Check us out on Instagram.

Young local artist exhibits
at Hula Cafe
Hannah Coleman- Smith is an
accomplished artist. A 2.4m
by 1.2m mural painted by
Hannah adorns the foyer at
The Mercury Bay Area School.
From an early age, in her own
words, “I have been painting
and drawing practically since
I could walk, and loving it ever
since.”
During Year 13 at MBAS,
she was fortunate to be the
recipient of an Art Escape
mentoring programme with
well-known artists. Her first
exhibition was as part of a
local artists group in Kūaotunu
Hall in 2018. The following
year she displayed a large
mural and one other work in
the Ngārti Exhibition as part
of Tuia 250. It is this work
that resides at the school she
attended.
Hannah has used her interest
in photography and her
beautiful singing to deepen
the message behind the
art she produces and the
experience of growing up on
a bush block in Kūaotunu has
been a rich environment for
developing her love of art.
Hannah’s work specialises in portraiture and a mixture of acrylic and digital mediums. Her
powerful reflections of Māori culture and the hurdles of Māori women in that culture, which
feature in some of her work, set Hannah apart. Yet she is only just beginning her journey as a
New Zealand artist.
Take time to see Hannah’s exhibition of her art. She is offering limited edition framed prints of
her works for sale at Hula Café, 5 Albert Street Whitianga, until mid-July.
Hannah’s instagram is hanakowhaiart.

What’s that Number?
Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours .....................................................111
Police (Whitianga) . ......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua) ..............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town) ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers .................................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ................................................................................868 0200
Civil Defence ...............................................................................................868 0200
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ....................................................866 5911
Medical Centre (Tairua).................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained counsellor..............1737
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators ......................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services ...........................................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services .............................................................027 446 6921

ONLINE POLL FOR JUNE 2022
Do you favour a tax on petrol/diesel vehicles to
encourage the purchase of electric vehicles?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
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Q&A with retiring TCDC Mayor
Sandra Goudie
After 36 years in public service, Mayor Sandra Goudie is retiring.
“If someone needs help or advice, you don’t ask them what party they vote for, you simply work
to get the best outcome.”
She has been Mayor of Thames-Coromandel District Council since 2016.
Before that, from 2002 to 2011, Sandra served as an MP for the Coromandel electorate as a
member of the National Party. There were many years in local government for Mayor Sandra
before her election as a Member of Parliament.
It is no small event to retire after all these years. Sandra does not give the slightest sense
of being tired or lacking in zeal. But The Informer was keen to have her share some of her
recollections and thinking about political life and serving in public office.
Q: What was one of the personal challenges
you remember, that impacted on your work?
A: It was really the challenge of daily politics
that impacted on my personal life. I remember
having to stay in Wellington as they needed
the numbers in the House. I could not leave
Wellington and so could not care for my father
as I wanted to. He was living with us at that
time. I look back and that was one of my most
challenging times. In public service, every
challenge is both political and personal. I think
public office often demands compromising
family responsibilities.
Q: What do you feel has been your greatest
personal achievement?
A: A clear conscience. You can never, and I
say never, please everyone. There is a cost to
being honest and transparent, particularly if
you make a mistake. I intended to be forthright,
truthful and absolutely clear about my stand
on anything. For instance, my stance on “no
vaccine” was not meant to be one as a politician.
I was exercising my right as a citizen, the same
right as every citizen and every voter that I have
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served. The swipes in the media turned out to
be an advantage in that it challenged people to
think about the why. I became the poster girl
for a cause that I did not intend to, but it was a
cause that did exist in a very real way. People
would call me to share their own journey with
isolation, unemployment and health issues.
Q: What does the future in public leadership
look like from your viewpoint?
A: We don’t have a pool of people in political
life with the knowledge, experience and
skills needed. I say skills because, if one is
to stay in public office, then it is necessary to
have understanding of financial matters, how
things operate and organisational ability to
lead change.
Those who have the skills and ability in
leadership often don’t want to go into public
service. The bureaucracy that goes with local
and central government is too great, and the
processes to effect change or get something
done are too laborious to bear for most
personalities. Just about anybody can stand for
election, but, from my understanding, the depth

of the pool of candidates just isn’t there. People
are busy enough in the private sector and trying
to make the private sector work. Those who are
really needed, don’t put their hands up to do
the job. So, I have a sense of disappointment
about that in terms of leadership.
For example, one particular project I
have been enthusiastic about and worked
on for two to three years has gone from the
Ministry of Education to the Department of
Land Information, then to the Department

of Conservation, then back to Ministry of
Education and again to DOC. For each one
of those departments, we have to do what
is required to go to the next level. The “Yes
Minister” television series is very close to
reality. There is little room for using your
discretion with political leaders and those in
public office bound by the myriad of boxes one
is required to tick.
Q: What have you loved the most in 36 years of
politics at local and central government level?

Retiring TCDC Mayor Sandra Goudie says a clear conscience has been
her greatest achievement in 36 years of public service.
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Q&A with
Sandra Goudie
A: The people. I have loved the people I have
worked for, they remind me of why I am there.
If someone needs help or advice, you don’t
ask them what party they vote for, you simply
work to get the best outcome.
Q: Did you make good friends in your work?
A: There isn’t time to make good friends.
There are too many requests and issues, and
friendship has to be put aside to respond to
what is at hand so that everyone can benefit.
Friendship can happen along the way, but good
friends are few and far between. From my
experience, there are a lot of egos to stroke in
Wellington, where there can be that atmosphere
of “born to rule”. In local government, you are
surrounded by people with totally different
ideologies. Sometimes a constituent’s passion
about a particular issue can alienate them
from others. My role is to enable all views
to be heard. Recently, the passion is around
emissions and climate change.
Q: Can you identify with their passion?
A: Yes and that has to be the case. It doesn’t
have to be my passion, nor do I need to agree,
but I need to understand where their passion is
coming from.
Q: What are your passions in terms of current
matters in your work?
A: Well, it has been housing and the other is
incineration. The reason for that is I believe
solid waste to be one of our single biggest
global issues with our oceans suffering from
the neglect in not finding a solution. Hence my
belief in the need for incineration, especially
in the countries where the most polluted rivers
carry plastic and solid waste into our oceans.
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China has been identified as a major one.
Q: Can you explain the housing issue?
A: I have tried to drive housing. The current
situation is that Thames is in the top five in the
country in terms of the need for housing. It is in
the top three for deprivation levels. This can be
hidden. People see the fabulous coastline, the
beauty of the beaches, the boats in the marinas
and the villas on the hills with grand views.
But they forget what situations and lives are
behind this impression of abundance.
The housing issue requires the patience of
Job. The process of getting through the rezoning of land is a nightmare. It takes years
and a lot of money. Even then, you have only
achieved re-zoning, you haven’t even built
one house. Private companies who also want
to develop housing, some with very altruistic
motives, are also hamstrung. The role of
Government, when it comes to these matters,
can be seen as putting obstacles in the way of
private ventures. At its worse, Government is
geared to disable good outcomes rather than
enable them. Things take too much time and
money. I’ll give you an example - in the late
1990s, the biggest issue for the community of
Tairua was that they wanted a skatepark. Now
in 2022, there is a decision on the preferred site
for the skatepark, for construction to finally get
underway. For Tairua, from the 1990s to 2022,
and while a decision has been made, it has yet
to be built!
Q: What is your view on incineration in
this area?
A: Firstly, the biggest polluter of the Hauraki
(Continued on page 12)
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Q&A with retiring TCDC Mayor
Sandra Goudie
(Continued from page 11)
Gulf is Auckland, but there is not space to
deal with that matter here. Incineration is a big
issue and very much connected to our gulf and
waterways. I am passionate about getting the
rubbish and plastics out of our seas. There is a
modicum of recycling, and the incineration can
produce energy enough to power a production
facility or the equivalent.
In addition, there is a by-product from
incineration and that by-product can be used
potentially for roading. With the technology
we have now, incineration is far more
environmentally friendly than digging bigger
holes in the ground.
We cannot control the weather and to think
we can, is the epitome of delusion and distracts
us from doing what can be done. We can control
where our waste goes and it’s time we use our
waste to make energy while taking on plastics
and the mountains of clothing which do not
break down, and which are major polluters.
We are getting container loads of our bottles
back from overseas to be buried in our own
waste disposal areas. Microplastics, which
don’t break down, particularly those in our
clothing, can be incinerated. The by-product
can be used in road construction as well as the
advantageous process of making energy.
Q: What kind of political support do you have?
A: Well, the Waikato mayors supported it in
principal but one notable voice from central
government commented, “It will interfere with
our recycling programme.” So my thinking is
when will we ever choose the right alternative?
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Sandra Goudie at Beach Hop in Whangamatā. “I’ll miss the people,” she said of her retirement.
We get stuck on a policy and even when it
doesn’t work, we keep on trying to make it
work. The single biggest way to protect our
oceans is to destroy the rivers of plastic going
into the sea. We can’t control what other
countries do, but if we use the technology
to destroy what is contaminating the oceans
and inlets of our region and, at the same
time, create a source of energy production,
then we are doing something positive and

progressive for this region. In addition, we
can use that same incineration to clean up the
abandoned landfills.
Q: Have voters changed?
A: People haven’t changed but their trust in
government has. They are less trusting and their
expectations of government are lower. There
would be many reasons for that. Firefighters,
doctors, nurses, coastguard and cleaners are
all regarded as more essential and valued than
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a politician. It’s not all Government’s fault.
I do notice that there is not the same level of
critical thinking and critical analysis when it
comes to issues. Personal attacks on people
often substitute for a critical discussion of the
issues at hand. Emotion often clouds thinking,
objectivity and judgement. It is really important
that people look closely at who they are voting
for in terms of, does that person understand
critical analysis? We still need to respect the
other person who holds a different or opposing
point of view. I am very proud of ThamesCoromandel District Council in this regard.
We have all taken individual responsibility
for upholding respect for each other’s point
of view and a collective responsibility for
ensuring there is acceptance of differences.
Democracy may not be so great or efficient
sometimes until you compare it with all the
others (to paraphrase Winston Churchill).
Democracy values people, it is the basis of
human freedom and freedom of choice. That
alone is enough to be 36 years in public office.
After 36 years you tend to forget all the bad
stuff you went through. You remember the
good times. Sure you learn from the tough
journeys, but then you move on and just do
it better.
Q: What will you miss after 36 years?
A: I’ll miss the people. That’s what I have
loved most. I am not looking to do anything
else just now, but I am still a constituent.
We have a democracy. So you will be hearing
from me.
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Love Grace Handbag
Appeal for Women’s Refuge

From Monday, 20 June to Friday, 15 July, the BNZ in Whitianga is the collection point for handbags for the
Women’s Refuge. They don’t have to be brand new, but look respectful, not worn and in good working
order. Ideally each handbag has to be filled with items ranging from essential to luxury.
Grace Millane was a British tourist who, at 22, was murdered in Auckland in December 2018, during a two
week backpacking holiday. Grace’s mother, Gillian, and her cousin, Hannah O’Callaghan, have organised
the donation of thousands of handbags for women’s refuges in her memory.
Handbags are a woman’s trademark and what goes in them is also very important. The staff at BNZ
Whitianga looks forward to receiving lots of very good, even brand new, handbags over the next four
weeks with thoughtful and uplifting items included in the contents of each handbag.
Pictured is Mercury Bay Pharmacy's Jacqui Asplin generously donating items for the handbag being filled
by The Informer General Manager, Alex Kennedy for the Love Grace Handbag Appeal.
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A free pass on driver’s licences

By Francesca Dowling

In the life of an adult, holding a valid driver’s
licence is considered by many a necessity.
However, it comes at a cost that some cannot
afford. Inspired by a similar programme
during her time at Thames Social Services,
Sheryll FitzPatrick, manager of Whitianga
Social Services, implemented two years ago a
programme in Mercury Bay for people of all
ages and backgrounds to gain their licences
without being concerned about the expense.
“I have witnessed first-hand the difference
in people’s lives having a driver’s licence,
such as receiving further job opportunities
and it being a massive confidence booster,”
says Sheryll.
At the moment, there are 51 people who
are participating in the Whitianga Social
Services programme, ranging from teens who
are looking to learn how to drive, to adults
who have lost their licence and everyone
in between.
The programme covers driving lessons,
defensive driving courses, practical and
theory tests, and even the re-sit of tests that
have been failed, all of which are funded
through Whitianga Social Services. “There is
no criteria to join,” says Sheryll. “Everyone
should be able to learn how to be a safe driver
on the road without the expense getting in
the way.
Hearing about this incredible opportunity,
a local mother introduced her teenage daughter,
Jayda Moana-Mason, to Sheryll. Jayda has
been a resident in Whitianga for the past three
years and is a front-of-house team member
at The Lost Spring. She is working towards
obtaining her restricted driver’s licence, which
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she says will help her immensely with her
commute to and from work.
Once Jayda signed up to the programme,
Sheryll guided her to online study resources,
including the Road Code and practice learner’s
licence tests. She also assisted Jayda in
obtaining a form of acceptable identification,
which in this case was a birth certificate, and
going along with her to the AA’s monthly visit
to St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church
to gain her learner’s licence.
The programme is also paying for Jayda’s
driving lessons with Denise Harris of Choice
Driver Training.
“At the moment there is quite a queue to take
your driver’s licence test,” says Sheryll. “This
is the only frustrating thing we are finding at
the moment as it holds us up in helping people
obtain their licence. I am particularly thrilled
to be helping as the programme is useful and
necessary for a large array of people. I love it
that we can provide a fair chance for everyone
of all ages and circumstances to gain their own
independence and the freedom that comes
with having a driver’s licence.”
Jayda says she’s very thankful to Sheryll
for her support on her journey to becoming a
safe driver with a driver’s licence. “Sheryll has
helped me hugely and continues to, which I
really appreciate,” she says. “I am feeling very
confident in gaining my licence thanks to the
programme. It has made things a lot easier.”
Sheryll says those who are interested
in joining the programme should visit
the Whitianga Social Services offices in
Cook Drive.

Sheryll FitzPatrick and Jayda Moana-Mason outside the offices of Whitianga Social Services.
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John Ryan’s decent find of gold… and death
By Meghan Hawkes
John Ryan and Teddy McDonald arrived
breathlessly at Thomas Craig’s timber mill at
Whangapoua. Although mill workers, they had
been fossicking for gold for some weeks on the
spur leading to Whangapoua mill, on the east
side of the dividing range. And now they had
discovered a splendid gold bearing reef, so rich
and so easily worked that they believed they
would be able to make fifty pounds a week with
a pick and shovel.
The news caused excitement so immense
that around 4:00pm on a Friday afternoon in
early October 1868, Mr Craig shut up his mill
so that all hands might go and try their luck.
Once the electrifying news reached Mercury
Bay, the ship Nautilus was chartered by a party
of 18 men to take them to Whangapoua to see
what truth lay in the rumour. The Nautilus was
ordered to stay for a day in the harbour while
investigations were made. The next day word
was sent to the captain that he might proceed
to Auckland. The men would remain behind as
the astonishing news appeared true. All of Mr
Craig’s men had taken to the reef and others
were making their way to the Warden at Thames
to get miner’s rights.
Next came the news that as well as the
Whangapoua reef find, a party of miners had
been working on the black sand of the beach
at Mercury Bay and gold was discovered there
which would pay from two to three pounds per
week. Ever since the Coromandel diggings were
proclaimed, fossicking parties had repeatedly
gone over the district and the colour could be
got almost at any place, but nothing payable had
been found.
As the news filtered through to Thames,
anticipation grew. Everybody had heard about
it, but nobody knew anything definite on the
subject. They waited impatiently for the arrival
of the Auckland steamers returning from
Mercury Bay. Just a month before, there had
been a rush to Mercury Bay where gold was
allegedly found. The information was false
and condemned as “the greatest duffer rush on
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record”, causing outrage amongst hoodwinked
miners. The news from Whangapoua was met
with raised eyebrows by the Thames Advertiser
which archly said, “We fear it will prove a
repetition of the farce which has of late so
frequently been enacted in Auckland, much ado
about nothing.” The Daily Southern Cross also
threw cold water over the report. “We daresay
that the unfortunate termination of the rushes
to Kennedy’s Bay and Mercury Bay will be a
caution to the mining population not to treat

and party would turn out well. Arrangements
were made for the area to be prospected,
which opened up the last piece of ground in
the Coromandel Peninsula. The whole country
from Omahu to Cape Colville was now
able to be mined. Despite a promising start,
pessimism remained.
A Shortland gentleman who visited the
locality of the Whangapoua rush arrived on
a wretched day of wind and rain. The gold of
John Ryan’s Prospector’s party was of good

A ship at anchor off the beach at Whangapoua in 1868. Watercolour by W Eastwood.
Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 7-C1340.
Whangapoua in a similar manner. We may say
at once that there is no appearance of alluvial
gold at Whangapoua, and there is not likely to
be any found so far as we can learn.”
When James Mackay, gold commissioner,
reached the Whangapoua range, he found about
40 men at work on different claims, but gold
had been only found on the original claim of
John Ryan and Teddy McDonald. Mr Mackay
took back with him to Auckland some of the
gold, which was mostly in thin flakes. To all
appearances, he thought the claim of Ryan

quality, but very light, almost like leaf gold.
None of the new claims had found anything.
There was gold, but the whole country from
Cape Colville to the Aroha Mountain, being of
a wooded nature, it would take years to develop.
At Whangapoua, despite the initial exodus
of workers, which lead to fears of a timber
shortage, the mill went back to work again.
At the diggings, many men had left but among
those who stayed, a great deal of work had been
done near John Ryan’s claim, one party having
gone in 40 feet. No one could get the colour but
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the Prospectors and they had stopped working
for a fortnight. The general opinion was that
they were afraid to drive in for fear of losing
what little show they had. They did intend to
commence work again and it would soon be
known whether their lead improved or not.
By mid-January John Ryan’s Prospector’s
claim was declared by everyone to be the
most extraordinary claim yet seen. The gold
was flakey and wiry, and obtained from very
small leaders in sandstone. The yield averaged
from five to six ounces a day and was obtained
merely by dish washing and sluicing. They were
losing some of the fine gold through not having
the proper appliances, but they planned to put
up a waterwheel and acquire some stampers.
John Ryan and his party persevered and
at the end of January 1869, Thomas Craig
arrived in Auckland with the first fruits of their
labours. The parcel of gold consisted of 104ozs,
17dwts, and 17grs and was deposited in the
Bank of New Zealand. This quantity was
obtained by the Prospector’s party in six weeks.
Mr Craig also brought to Auckland a quantity
of very excellent specimens. He reported several
other claims had been pegged off in the vicinity
of the Prospector’s claim, and men were turning
out very promising stone. About 30 men were
on the ground and feeling very optimistic.
But Thomas Craig had other news. The day
before, John Ryan had spent an evening visiting
those on board the cutter, Prince of Wales.
He returned to shore in a dingy but as he crossed
the Whangapoua bar, it capsized. John Ryan
could not swim and was drowned before help
could get to him.
Mining continued at Whangapoua fairly
successfully. In the claim of John Ryan,
between 500 and 600ozs of gold were
eventually obtained. John, aged 25, whose life
was cut short on the threshold of such promise,
is probably buried at Mercury Bay cemetery as
the Whangapoua cemetery did not come into
use until 1878.
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What’s On In the next few weeks
Please note, all activities and events are dependent on Covid-19 restrictions and may be
cancelled on short notice
Regular Activities/Events
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm,
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie,
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry.
Visitors welcome.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm - 6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely.
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
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Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon. At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel
truck stop. All welcome.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
SPECIAL Events
Whitianga Art Group Market
Friday, 24 June - Sunday, 26 June from 10:00am - 4:00pm every day at the Whitianga Art Centre, 23 School Road.
Follow the “Art Market” signs. All artworks on display for sale. Free entry.
Lost in Matariki
Friday, 24 June from 11:00am at The Lost Spring, Cook Drive, Whitianga. A display of the work of Te Roopu Mahi
Kākahu weaving group. Free entry.
Whitianga Saturday Market
Saturday, 25 June at Soldiers Memorial Park, Albert Street, Whitianga.
Thames Valley Rugby - Saturday, 25 June (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Waihou. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Cobras. Away game in Te Aroha. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Area School First XV v Paeroa College. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 11:15am.
En Pointe Dance Studio Mid-year Showcase
Sunday, 3 July at 2:00pm in the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Tickets $5 per person,
email info@enpointedancestudio.co.nz
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Thinking about thinking
The spotlight effect and the illusion of transparency
The eighth in a series of articles where
Whitianga resident, Max Ross, is exploring the
way we think.

The spotlight effect was named in “Current
Directions in Psychological Science” in 1999,
but the concept behind it was much older.
A cool name helped to make it more widely
recognised.
In an experiment, people are given a
particularly cringy t-shirt to wear to a
function. They wear this bad t-shirt all night
and at the end they are asked how many
people they think noticed their t-shirt. All the
people at the function were then also asked if
they noticed the t-shirt.
The person wearing the t-shirt wildly
overestimated the number of people who
noticed. This is due to the spotlight effect.
People think they are noticed by others much
more than they are. The same effects were
found when the t-shirts were considered cool
or average. Less people noticed the t-shirts
than the wearers thought.
This effect has been shown within
experiments using group discussions where
the subjects think more people heard their
contribution or noticed them. While it is
pronounced when something embarrassing
happens, the spotlight effect also happens
when you do something of which you are
proud. Unfortunately, less people notice your
achievements than you think.
Understanding the spotlight effect and
how it makes you not see things as they
really are, with respect to being noticed by
others, can help when you are in an anxious
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or embarrassing situation. Less people than
you think saw and even less will remember it
in the future. Understanding of the spotlight
effect also helps you to remember that
everyone has their own concerns.
Related to the spotlight effect is the illusion
of transparency. We have a cognitive bias
where we think people can understand our
thoughts and feelings far more than they
actually do.
The classic experiment that shows the
illusion of transparency is where people
are asked how nervous they are and how
obvious was that to others. People wildly
overestimated how many people noticed that
they were nervous. We believe that others can
read our internal thoughts and attitudes easily,
that they can see how we feel, what we think
and what is happening in our heads.
This bias could be because while in our
heads, we are the centre of the world, other
people don’t spend as much time thinking
about your actions as you do. In reality,
people think about you much less than you
think. They are too busy within their own
experiences to notice all the subtle clues
about the inner workings of your mind.
When next you are about to do some
public speaking or are in a situation you find
embarrassing, it may help to remember that
due to the illusion of transparency, everyone
cannot tell how nervous and uncomfortable
you are and due to the spotlight effect, they
are not noticing you as much as you think
they are. Your poker face is much better than
you think it is. Maybe it will help.
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Letters to the Editor

See the bottom of this page for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Dear Editor - Plastic pollution by the proposed
spat farm in Mercury Bay
While reading the front page article in last
week's Informer, “Plastic pollution responsible
for shearwater deaths”, I thought it timely
to bring readers’ attention to a few points
about the proposed 30ha mussel spat farm in
Mercury Bay.
The proposed commercial facility will, apart
from 231 steel anchors, be almost entirely
made of plastic. Eight-hundred-and-one
orange and black buoys will hold up 770km of
plastic catching rope tied with 15km of 6mm
plastic ties to 26km of plastic backbone ropes.
The catching rope has a solid core of about
20mm in diameter and a plastic frizzy or hairy
outer which takes it up to 50mm in diameter.
Even when new, this rope sheds small
fragments of plastic when shaken or rubbed.
The plastic ties, when cut, are supposed to
be recovered during operations but, as our
neighbours on the west coast of the Coromandel
Peninsula will attest, this doesn't always
happen.
Even if you ignore the biosecurity issues,
the visual pollution day and night and the
inconvenience of the farm to recreational users
of our Bay, we should be extremely concerned
about the danger of this commercial proposal
to our marine and bird wildlife in Mercury Bay
and nearby islands.
Nick Wilson
Kūaotunu
Dear Editor - Green Party “climate chaos”
Green Party columnist, Catherine Delahunty
(The Informer of 7 June), needs to learn some
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basic economics before complaining yet again
about farming in New Zealand.
She needs to realise that it was uniquely
farming that kept New Zealand going
economically during the long Covid years.
It is farming that earns most of New Zealand’s
foreign exchange so we as a nation can generate
the overseas funds to buy the things Catherine
needs such as fuel, cars, bikes, household
appliances, smartphones and all the baubles
Kiwis want. Baristas and bars provide virtually
nothing in comparison.
Her mindless acceptance of the “climate
chaos” meme leads her to demand a reduction on
the national herd. Yet the very Paris agreement
that the Greens so love, specifically states
(Article 2B) that countries should not reduce
food production to achieve climate targets. In a
world that is in the early stages of a potentially
very serious food crisis, Kiwi farmers should
be encouraged to rapidly increase production
across all sectors. They have the planet’s
lowest carbon footprint and the most efficiently
produced food. If this food is not produced
here, it will be done overseas with even more
global emissions. People need to eat.
Thanks to James Shaw and his party of
zealots, the He Waka Eke Noa (HWEN - “We are
all in this canoe together”) nonsense will mean
that the average dairy farm will in future have
to pay an extra $50,000 per year in new taxes
that will do absolutely nothing for the planet,
but may well spell the end of many Kiwi farms
and their hard working and underappreciated
owners. That is the real climate crisis.
Alastair Brickell
Kūaotunu

Pink Breakfast exceeds
fundraising expectations
A crowd of women featuring hot pink outfits and accessories, filling every table at Salt
Restaurant and Bar in Blacksmith Lane in Whitianga on Saturday morning, 11 June raised
$10,500 for breast cancer support and research.
Organiser of the Pink Breakfast, Alana Baker, was thrilled with the outcome. “Every sponsor
was generous with either money or donations in kind, and with such high-quality gifts from
our donors, our auction gift packages were very popular. Businesses in smaller communities
get asked a lot to give to many good causes and so I was content to aim for the same amount
raised as last year, which was $6,000. This was a fantastic result and I am grateful to everyone
who contributed.”
This year, the national Pink Breakfast response has been down on previous years due to
Covid-19 and the current economic uncertainty, but the generous response from the people of
Whitianga and Mercury Bay has produced a result opposite to that trend.
Pictured are some those who attended the Whitianga Pink Breakfast.
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SeniorNet Update
Don’t let the “senior” in SeniorNet deter
you. We won’t turn anyone away who wants
to learn.
We also won’t turn away anyone who can
share their internet skills with our students
as a tutor. We need more volunteer tutors in
all areas. Assessment to be a tutor is over a
period of one term, during which time you
will be allocated a tutor to work with and,
all going well, the tutor will advise our
secretary towards the end of that period
that you are ready to move to tutor status.
This is such a rewarding way to give back
to our community and you will be joining a
very happy and supportive group of dedicated
people. Please come and talk to us.
Exploring the internet is a never-ending
source of information, games, arts and crafts,
and world wonders - expanding your world
from the comfort of your home. We are here
to help you unlock that world.
Online banking is a big focus for us
currently. Westpac is on board with a
programme allowing us to take you through
the whole process. Kiwibank is currently
preparing something similar. We are
encouraging all banks to work with us to help
you achieve confidence and competence with
the advantages of online banking. Like most
things, it’s easy once you know how.
Nervous about scams and hacking? We can
help. Enquire about classes or book a oneon-one session with a private tutor. You do
not need to be a SeniorNet member to access
help. You will pay a higher fee than our
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members or you can join us and have access
to all our courses for just $6 to $8 per session.
Our annual membership is $25 and $40
per couple.
With regard to our ancestry classes,
Megan is our genealogist and she is an
absolute star in terms of what she can help
you find. Join her stimulating classes now.
If you are new to genealogy, you may need
a few one-on-one sessions to get you up
to speed.
Mavis and Pam are ready to open the world
of photography for you with your iPhone or
iPad. Learn how to turn an average photo into
a stunning addition to your photo album or
get some in-depth knowledge as to just where
your iPad and iPhone can take you. Pam has
regular classes in place to open up the “Apple
Mac” world. There is so much more that these
devices offer that many people, who have
them, don’t realise.
We will introduce you to more of our
dedicated tutors next month. But you do not
have to wait for that. Come and join us now
Our “Phone Tethering” session on
Wednesday, 21 September from 10:25am
to 12.25am is the perfect session for those
occasions when you have no access to WiFi.
Learn how to ‘tether’ or “hot spot” your
device, Apple or Android, to your phone for
instant internet access. Everyone is welcome.
Contact Sheryl on (021) 022 62504 to book
now, and for all enquiries and class times.
Adrienne (Ady) Cole-Ewen
Chair SeniorNet Whitianga
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Dream On: 60 Years Together

By John Pratt

Looking back on Gill and Malcolm
Clarke’s 60 years of marriage,
the key ingredient, they say, is
communication. That’s not quite
how their love story began.
Gill was vaguely aware of
Malcolm, but really only because
one of her friends was interested
in this “Teddy Boy”, with his slick
blonde haircut, stovepipe jeans
and brothel creeper shoes. Gill
meanwhile, was more concerned
with sports and athletics, and didn’t
really pay much attention to the
boys. The only thing that she and
Malcolm had in common was the
youth club to which they belonged.
By chance one day, Gill walked past
Malcolm in the Manor House that
was home to their youth club. She
took the initiative on behalf of her
friend, and asked Malcolm if he’d
be interested in dating her friend.
“No, thanks,” said Malcolm, “but
I’d like to take you out.” “Dream
on” said Gill. Undeterred, Malcolm
persisted, until in June 1962, Gill
and Malcolm were married in the
United Kingdom.
These were not great times in Britain.
The swinging sixties gave way to swirling
chaos. By 1974, the ‘troubles’ in Northern
Ireland had resulted in a state of emergency
being declared. Two ‘hung’ elections saw the
country descend in to chaos, the final straw
being the three-day work week, instituted to
try and help the country conserve electricity
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Gill and Malcolm Clarke recently celebrated 60 years of marriage.
in the face of a miner’s strike. By then, Gill’s
parents were living in New Zealand, and so
the couple, with their children, Tony and
Nicky, followed them out.
Malcolm found work initially at the Riverlea
milk factory, before finding a career in Retail
at Smith & Brown, and then Forlongs,
where he worked for more than 25 years,

consistently earning top salesman honours.
Gill began a long career in the cosmetic
industry, starting at the D.I.C. (originally the
Drapery and General Importing Company of
New Zealand Ltd) department store cosmetics
counter, to become the department manager
and buyer for three D.I.C. stores. After a stint
working for Michael Hill, Gill and Malcolm
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moved to Cambridge where Gill
worked as a Revlon consultant and
Retail Manager. Following her
retirement, Gill worked in a friend’s
antiques store.
As newly minted Kiwis, the couple
thought about buying a Volkswagon
Kombi, until they realised they
wouldn’t comfortably fit in one.
Instead, they spontaneously traded
the family car in on a Bedford van
and caravan, and spent many happy
years touring New Zealand with their
family. Coromandel’s own Long
Bay is one of their favourite holiday
spots. The family also used to travel
back to the UK regularly, but as
costs increased, Bali became more
attractive, with an estimated 20 odd
trips over their time together.
Today Gill and Malcolm are living
happily in Pauanui, where they
just celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary with their family
including
three
grandchildren.
Among many well wishes, they’ve
received messages of congratulations
from the Queen, the Prime Minister
and Governor General.
Pressed on the secrets of their success,
Malcolm and Gill admit that it hasn’t all been
picnics and holidays, but they agree they have
a few words to live by. Gill says,”right from
the outset there’s been no “his”or “mine” in
the household, it’s always been ours.” She
goes on to say: “Don’t let anyone change you,
and don’t take anyone for granted.”
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Crossword
© Lovatts Puzzles

Crossword Puzzle 1007
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket from New World Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/
photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

ACROSS

1. Voluntary (work)
5. Wise birds
7. Drew to a close
8. Wine barrels
9. Belonging to you
10. Carpentry fasteners
11. Urges into motion
13. Soap bubbles
14. Discharges firearm
18. Hot-air machines
21. Appeal
22. Hired
24. Little crown
25. SW Pacific nation
26. Calf meat
27. Late evening
28. Open-mouthed
29. Cold side dishes

DOWN

1. Uncovers (plaque)
2. Supermarket lane
3. Faculty heads
4. Esteemed
5. Eventful trip
6. Wash (clothes)
12. Auction item
15. Clutching
16. Speaking publicly
17. Unusual
19. Lament
20. Horsemen’s seats
22. Endures
23. Blacksmith’s block

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Gail Emerson
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Otama tree investigation Gun Club streak of
achievements continuing

Thames-Coromandel District Council has released a statement saying that investigations into
unauthorised tree removal on Council road reserve next to the Otama Recreation Reserve has
concluded that no legal proceedings can be brought against any parties. The investigation has
taken a long time due to many factors, including COVID-19 and staff availability, but also access
to information at relevant points in time.
“We know that this matter has been a difficult one and taken time to address with a variety of
groups and agencies involved, and we are also extremely unhappy with the outcome, which
is something out of Council’s control,” the statement said. “Moving forward, our Council will
continue to engage with Ngāti Hei and the Department of Conservation to develop a basic set of
principles to heal this site. Once these principles are agreed, the three parties led by DOC will
engage with the wider community.”
In late July last year, arborist work was undertaken at the reserve that raised concerns among
residents regarding what was seen as unauthorised trimming and cutting down of native
trees. Strong views were expressed. “The work done (on the trees) was not only illegal but
unconscionable,” one Otama beach resident was quoted in The Informer of 27 July 2021. “I’m
strongly of the view that what was done was a breach of the Reserves Act.”

The Whitianga Gun Club is continuing its impressive streak of achievements over the past years.
Last weekend, the club won the Allan Browne New Zealand Double Rise Trophy for the fifth
time in a row. The team competing for the trophy was Brad Johnstone, Neville Crawford, Mike
Keighley, Bill Smith and Dean Horn.
At the New Zealand Clay Target Association Hall of Fame dinner held in Christchurch last week,
Ian Marshall and Lois France were awarded a Distinguished Service Award for clay target
shooting, coaching and the tireless work they have done to keep Whitianga Gun Club going
over the last 40 years.
In addition, club member Dean Horn has recently qualified for the New Zealand Macintosh
open team, shooting 296 out of a maximum of 300 points. It’s the seventh time Dean will be
representing New Zealand.
“I want to say a special thanks to Ian and Lois for their coaching and support,” says Dean.
“They are two legends of the sport of clay target shooting. I can't thank them enough.
The Whitianga Gun Club is over 100 years old and would be the most successful club in the
Thames Valley. It’s world famous in Whitianga and well known around the clay target shooting
clubs across New Zealand.
Pictured is Dean (in the centre) with Ian and Lois.
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Sudoku
Sudoku Puzzle 1007

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail,
or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street,
Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner
must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if
allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once.

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Pippi Schmidt

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)

“Ināhea koe haere ai?” - “When did you go?”
Answers could include such things as “I haere ai ahau inanahi/inapō/i tērā wiki.” These mean “I went yesterday/last night/last week.”
The verb could be substituted for something different.
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at our new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page.
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Fishing Report

Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel (07) 867 1182
Tairua-Pauanui Sportfishing Club (TPSFC) June 2022
The National Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research (NIWA)has recently
released data confirming that autumn
sea surface temperatures are again above
average, and that we could be seeing another
La Nina event “making for a rare, back-toback, ‘triple dip’, and that we can usually
expect more north-easterly winds that bring
rainy conditions to North Island’s northeast”.
The weather conditions of late certainly bear
this out.
I was fortunate enough to get out last week
on a tarakihi hunt with my mate, Andrew.
Heading out northeast of Shoe Island, we
were very happy to observe several hectares
of kahawai schooling on the surface, and there
are also large numbers of these around Paku’s
base and in the Tairua Harbour. Obviously,
the word has got out about these as there have
been large numbers of anglers present on
Tairua’s main jetty trying to get their share.
And yes, we did catch some tarakihi and a
few nice snapper as well.
Our Kilwell Winter Tournament is
progressing well despite the often-dismal
boating conditions, with several of our
entrants resorting to land-based fishing from
the rocks north of the Tairua main beach. This
has resulted in several snapper over 6kg being
weighed from this area and a great catch of
a 10.4kg snapper by an angler who was a
non-entrant. Current leaders are: snapper,
Ian Jowett 8.18kg, trevally, Frank Watkins
2.425kg and kahawai, Julie Elliot 2.24kg.
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In the shooting section, Harry Clark has the
most Canadian Geese with nine birds and
his brother, Sam the heaviest with a bird of
4.705kg. Full results next month.
On the afternoon/evening of Wednesday,
1 June, a pod of orca not only entered the
Tairua Harbour, but also decided that the
marina complex would be a great place
to find a nice meal of stingray. They set up
immediately west of our clubroom deck,
much to the delight of members who were in
the clubrooms at the time.
Tairua-Pauanui Sports Fishing Club
members are eagerly awaiting the
commencement of our inaugural Southern
Bluefin Tuna Tournament which will
commence late June and finish late August
(exact start and finish times will be agreed next
week). Contestants may join this competition
any time between these dates, but must pay
their entry fee prior to commencing fishing,
which is confined to the TPSFC defined grid
zone. There will be prizes for both southern
bluefin and albacore tuna, and anglers must
be current financial members of TPSFC or an
affiliated New Zealand Sport Fishing Club.
Our Fish of the Month for May was
kahawai and was won by Ron Cross with a
fish of 2.45kg. Ron won a 1l bottle of Black
Heart Rum sponsored by Asahi Beverages.
Our Fish of the Month for June is albacore.
Tight lines,
Wayne Barnes
Tairua-Pauanui Sports Fishing Club

On Wednesday, 1 June a pod of orca entered the Tairua Harbour
enjoying a nice meal of stingray within the marina complex.
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Brain Teaser - Word Search
© Lovatts Puzzles

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1007

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph
and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Word Search Instructions Find all the words listed hidden in the grid of letters. They can be found
in straight lines up, down, forwards, backwards or even diagonally.

Theme - Ice Words
ADVICE, CHOICE, COWARDICE, CREVICE, DEVICE, JUSTICE,
LATTICE, NOVICE, PRACTICE, PRECIPICE, PREJUDICE, REJOICE,
SACRIFICE, SERVICE, SLUICE, THRICE, TWICE, VOICE,
Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Missing Link

Last week’s winner - Jenny Upsall
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A Superb Regatta - beginners race with top Grand
Prix teams and all go for 2023
By Tony Stickley
Competition in yachting, as in most sports, is
usually all about winning - but sometimes it is
as much about taking part.
In Mercury Bay Boating Club’s big regatta
(Elliot 5.9 Association) at the weekend, a
family who towed their boat Bob all the way
from Christchurch for the event, came virtually
last in every race.That was hardly surprising, as
they were up against some of the top sailors in
the country, who regularly compete in regattas
overseas. But despite their lowly ranking, there
was nothing but praise from Mercury Bay
Boating Club Commodore Jonathan Kline for
skipper Joanna Lowrey, her partner Rodney
Ball, who was the boat’s pitman, and her son,
Ben Lowrey who crewed as Bob’s bowman.
“They finished in the bottom three for every
race but they seemed to be having the best
time,” Jonathan said of the family who only
bought their boat last July. “They had never
sailed Elliotts before, but Joanna told me she
joined this particular fleet because she wanted

to get better at racing and she wanted to have
fun on weekends. She had never raced with her
son before but had cheered him on as a junior
sailor on P-Class and Optis and Starlings.”
Jonathan was speaking after the MBBC
hosted the Elliott 5.9 yachts for their winter
Traveller Series. He said the racing was closely
fought and the boats were evenly matched.
“It was really only seconds separating first from
fifth with all these boats.”
In the end, the final results saw a new boat
in the fleet at the top of the pile - Shapeshifter,
sailed by Brett Elliott, Matthew Stuart and Nick
Bastow from the Royal New Zealand Yacht
Squadron who took first in all but two races,
winning overall by a handy margin. Against top
opposition like that, Bob’s crew really had their
work cut out, but Jonathan said all competitors
had to start somewhere.
“It is all about competitors coming up from
small beginnings and working their way to the
top,” added Jonathon.

“As an indication of how closely matched the
contest was, the top 10 boats normally rounded
the marks with less than 15 seconds separating
first boat to 10th. This made for thrilling racing
and close quarters manoeuvring,” Jonathan said.
Last year MBBC’s flawless hosting of the
Elliott 5.9 Association Nationals saw the club
added to the association’s winter Traveller
Series. “They were impressed with the Boating
Club’s Race management skills and appreciative
of the town’s hospitality and stunning
surroundings at last year’s national event, so
they asked to return for a two-day regatta as part
of their Traveller Series,” Jonathan said.
Sixteen crews registered, towing their yachts
from as far away as Napier, Opua, Wellington,
and Christchurch, with many coming from
Auckland. Each boat was raced by three crew
who, with family and friends, made up a
travelling group of about 50 visitors to the town.
Saturday’s racing featured wet conditions with
a flat, grey sea and very light winds. Despite

Photo left: The Lowrey family: Ben Lowrey - bowman, Joanna Lowrey - skipper, Rodney Ball - pitman and Joanna's partner.
Photo right: 15 Elliots - "thrilling racing and close quarters manoeuvring". Photos by Helen Hart.
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the race committee’s best efforts, only two races
were run, even though the boats were on the
water waiting from 10am to 3pm. Nonetheless,
the soggy crews were happy to get those two
races in and then head for some of our local
hot spots to warm up for the evening, The Lost
Spring for hot soaks, Grace O’Malleys and
Smitty’s for the rugby finals.
Sunday dawned much clearer but with a
glassy sea. However, by 10.45am the predicted
southeast wind started to fill in and Race
Officer Phil Hart set the Windward - Leeward
course in stunning Cook’s Bay, with four backto-back races run in near perfect conditions.
There were occasional fouls - a boat touching a
mark or not giving way according to the racing
rules of sailing - but these were cleared by the
competitors, with those in the wrong doing
their penalty turns to clear the infractions.
There were many place changes within each
race; errors made by some were capitalised on
by others.
At the awards ceremony, Association
President, Stu Clarke, praised the Mercury Bay
Boating Club for its hospitality and exceptional
logistics management and asked if the fleet
could return to Whitianga again next year. The
club’s volunteers had managed four patrol boats
that not only set marks, ran the start sequences,
and recorded finishes, but also had to tow all 15
boats to and from the Whitianga Marina.
Jonathan said that the success of the regatta
was due to the calibre of the volunteers and
their genuine passion for this sport. He thanked
the Whitianga Marina for providing a “superb”
staging and launching area for the boats.

Page 35

Classifieds and Public Notices
THANK YOU
The Mercury Bay
Community Support Trust
Would like to sincerely thank Stephan
and Petra Bosman for their
encouragement, enthusiasm, advice,
attendance at and financial
support for events we hold for the
Whitianga community.
These include: Mercury Bay Day
Camp, free Monday Meals
at St Andrew’s Church and the
Christmas Day Community Lunch.
We wish them well for the future.

The Whitianga Lions Club would like
to thank the sponsors OF our Queen's
Birthday weekend Art Expo for their
generous contribution
For overall sponsorship to Ockham Residential,
Richardson's Real Estate, Whitianga Waterways,
Peninsula Roofing and Scaffolding,
The Mercury Bay Informer, CFM Coromandel
and Tis The Season.
For Sponsorship of Raffle Prizes to Coromandel
Lifestyle Centre, Guthrie Bowron Whitianga,
Blonde and Brunette Hair Salon, Claire Bryers
Pottery, Leanne Adams, Ron Morgan, Sunflower
Gass Studio and Paula McNeill.
Profits from the expo will be donated to the
Mercury Bay Swimming Pool Trust.

Part-time worker required
H&M PASCOE BOAT BUILDERS LTD
Part-time worker required to help our team with boat maintenance at H&M Pascoe
Boat Builders Ltd, Whitianga. Estimated 30 - 35 hours most weeks.
Waterblasting, sanding, masking, washing, grinding and assisting the
tradesmen as required. Training given. Must have a good work ethic, integrity and the
ability to work both alone and/or alongside a team member.
Phone Phyll on (07) 866 5866 or email info@hmpascoe.co.nz.

MARKET

Whitianga Saturday Market
Soldiers Memorial Park, 8.30am - 1pm
Inquiries to whiticitimarket@gmail.com
PUBLIC NOTICES
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Classifieds and Public Notices
SITUATIONS VACANT

Oscar Assistant Supervisor
If you enjoy working with tamariki/children aged 5-14 then this may be the job for you.
The Oscar After School Care programme runs Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from
2:30 - 5:15pm, Wednesdays 1:30 - 5:15pm after school, and during the term breaks Monday
to Friday 8:30 - 5:30pm.
We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join our team Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
and in the school holidays.
The role is to support the Oscar Team leader to supervise children enrolled in both programmes.
Experience and/or qualifications working with children are desirable but not essential.
The key objectives of the role are:
• To interact with young children/ tamariki and young people to promote personal skills,
self-esteem and confidence and enhance social interaction
• To ensure programme activities are relaxed, safe and in a supportive environment
• To communicate positively with the WCST team and parents of the children enrolled
in the programme.
We are a close contact service and the successful applicant will be:
• Fully vaccinated and be prepared to have a booster when required
• Hold a full driver’s license and be legally able to work in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
For a full job description, please contact Sheryll FitzPatrick on 027 303 5303
or email sheryll.f@wcst.org.nz.
Applications close 8 July 2022.

DEATH NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
THE FLORENCE HARSANT HAHEI
COMMUNITY LIBRARY AGM
Saturday 25 June 2022 at 2:00pm
Hahei Community Hall,
Hahei Beach Road, Hahei

PATCHETT, Graham Arthur
Born 6th February 1940, passed
peacefully at Ohinemuri Care Centre,
Paeroa, on the 8th June, 2022; in his
82nd year. Loved son of the late Lloyd
and Phyllis, brother of Bob and Doreen,
Bill and Ali, and Dale. Dearly beloved
husband of Gloria, father of Chris and
Madeline, Peter and Amanda, Scott
and Hayley, Nicola and Graeme, and
the late Roy. Loved Grandad of Daniel
and Racquel, Mark and Pauline, Eleanor
(Nellie) and Rhiannon and Great-Grandad
of Destiny, Sophia-Loren and Hunter,
Kiarn and Xav.
Special thanks to the wonderful staff at
Ohinemuri Care Centre, Kowhai Unit.
A service to remember and celebrate
Graham’s life has been held
TWENTYMANS

PUBLIC NOTICES

Whitianga Residents’ and Ratepayers’
Association (Inc)
Annual General Meeting
Whitianga Town Hall
Sunday 10 July, 2:00pm

for sale
FIREWOOD
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered
Phone 027 594 2155
GUM FIREWOOD
$160/cube
Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037
FIREWOOD for sale
Dry pine, shed stored.
$120/cube, free delivery.
Phone Rob 027 247 7410
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FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Shed stored $130/m3
Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu,
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033
or (07) 867 1361

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.
Phone (07) 866 3026
or text (027) 866 3026

Agenda to include:
• Chair report
• Financial Report
• Annual Subscriptions
• Election of Officers
• Whitianga Water Supply
• Whitianga Transfer Station and Resource Recovery Centre
• TCDC Shoreline Management Panels
• Local Body elections
• Other Business
Light refreshments will be served after the meeting.
All welcome.
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Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.
Ph: 0800 944 660
STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
Container It Self Storage, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

CHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times
please visit our website

WINDOW CLEANING

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing.
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678
or 027 320 1703.
(021) 781 081

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA

All welcome
Whitianga SDA Fellowship
First Saturday of the month 10:00am,
at the Town Hall.
Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069
Community Representative
Pr Axel 021 327 003

WORK WANTED

Presbyterian/Methodist Church
Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.
Come join us.
Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

WORK WANTED
Rubbish Removal
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

GARAGE SALES
CHIMNEY SWEEP
From Tairua to Colville.
30 years servicing all areas.
Fully vaccinated.
Phone Chris 021 082 47928

34 MEADOW DRIVE, WHITIANGA
Saturday 25 June, 8:00am start.
Fridge, surround sound system
and plenty more.
8 HADDON CRESCENT, WHITIANGA
Saturday 25 June, 9:00am - 4:00pm
(not before 9:00am).
Complete clearance of two apartments.
Furniture, bedding, kitchenware,
small appliances.

LINE DANCING

vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

LINE DANCING
New Beginners Class starting
Monday, 27 June.
From 9:30am - 10:30am at the
Whitianga Town Hall in Monk Street.
Absolute beginners very welcome.
Enquiries - Kathy 027 432 1353
or Cecily 027 294 1750
Whitianga Line Dancing Club

WANTED

WORK WANTED

HOLISTIC HEALTH
INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS
SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT
VERNA (027) 320 0079

Vehicles wanted
Top cash paid for any
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,
damaged, de-registered,
mechanical problem,
no WOF - we buy it.
Call 0800 333 398
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THE BESS HANDZ
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS
Alterations, repairs, zip
and hem service.
Phone 866 5277.

coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188
Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying,
Public & Private,
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.
Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348

davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz
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HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash, fences,
driveway, patios - soft-wash for
best moss and lichen clean and
treatment,
exterior window cleaning
or general waterblasting,
100m hose so access no problem.
Cover the whole Peninsula
Phone 0800 747 787
or Andy direct 027 313 4386
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Sport Results
MERCURY BAY FOOTBALL CLUB
Saturday, 18 June
8th Grade: The team made the trip over the hills to play
Whangamatā in what was a good show of wet weather
football. An expansive game was played on very large
fields. While the goals didn’t flow as usual, it allowed the
players to practise their dribbling and long-range passing.
The wet weather and mud also provided new challenges.
All in all, it was a great outing for the team. Players of the
Day: Archer Jowsey and Dominic Thomassen.
12th Grade: It was a wet day at the Mercury Bay Multisport
Park in Whitianga, but the team played well. We lost this
game 4 - 0 against Tairua White. Annabelle Kline was
awarded our Player of the Day and she was also chosen
as Player of the Day by the opposing team. A big thank you
to Jessica McDonald for filling in as coach and Ruben, who
refereed the whole game, as they did an awesome job.
Mixed Junior: The team played Hamilton Boys High
School Yellow in Hamilton. The team could only muster 10
players, so were certainly up against it, especially after
a very early goal by the opposition. The Bay fought their
way back and led 3 - 2 at halftime. The second half was
dominated by Mercury Bay who went on to score another
four goals to win 7 - 2. It was a fantastic performance
after a very early start to the day, a long drive and playing
with a player short. Harry Williscroft scored five goals,
while Ben Collins scored the other two. It was a great
team performance, but special mention to Malia Herbert,
Benjamin Eady and Cody Hickey-Courtenay for their
excellent all-round play.
MERCURY BAY CLUB
Snooker - Wednesday, 15 June
Best of three frames. Twelve players competed. Peter
Challis, Ken Gibson and Forrest Littlejohn challenged the
finals with two straight wins each. Peter won the alley
drawn bye, putting Ken and Forrest into the semi-final.
It was a close fought frame, but Forrest grabbed the win
and moved on to meet Peter in the final. It was a great
frame with excellent potting between two past club
champions. Eventually veteran, Peter, took the win against
his younger opponent and the $25 grocery voucher.
Forrest (the runner-up) finished the day with three wins.
Those with two wins were Ken Gibson, Ian Pudney and Ian
Baumgren, who also had the highest break of 20.
Snooker - Saturday, 18 June
Best of three frames.
Ten players competed and it was Warren Bellingham, Bob
Haase and Phil Jones who progressed to the finals with
two straight wins each. Bob won the alley-drawn bye,
and Phil and Warren battled out the semi-final with Phil
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being victorious. In the final frame, Phil carried on with his
good form to take the win and the $25 grocery voucher.
Bob Haase finished the day as the runner-up and those
with two wins were Warren Bellingham, Patrick Smith,
Peter Schultz and Ian Baumgren.
No high break was recorded.
8 Ball - Sunday, 19 June
The Mercury Bay Club invited their long-time rivals,
Cooks Beach, for a challenge. Each club fielded a team
of 10 players. It was a hard-fought tournament in which
Mercury Bay walked away with the win by one game.
The Mercury Bay Club 8 Ball players would like to thank
the new chef of the club for taking time out on his day off
to provide a great lunch for the tournament.
MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
Championship Pairs Round 7 - Wednesday, 15 June
North/South: 1 Don Barry and Peter Hogg 61.98, 2 Bob
Schibli and Gavin Hedwig 58.33, 3 Robyn Hogg and
Giorgio Allemano 47.40.
East/West: 1 Pat Doube and Geoff Jervis 59.38, 2 Janet
Pointon and Tadek Gawor 56.88, 3 Pauline Van Groenedaal
and Augusta Canegallo 53.13.
Championship Pairs Round 3 - Thursday, 16 June
Results: 1 Equal Norma Hart and Bob Schibli, and Pam
Churchill and Kate Palmano 56.67, 3 Ischelle Stevenson
and Pat Doube 50.00.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Mahurangi Pairs Week 3 - Tuesday, 14 June
North/South: 1 Angela Butterworth and Robyn Hogg
56.25, 2 Barry Scott and Johanna Bonnar 51.04, 3 Bev
Dickie and Don Barry 50.00.
East/West: 1 Equal Penelope Aston and Sue Gill, and
Donna Harvey and Frank Geoghegan 58.13, 3 Ngaire
O’Brien and Vivienne Leigh 55.63.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 13 June
North/South: 1 Susan Patterson and Shirley Smith 59.92,
2 Doreen Wenham and Jo Feasey 58.33, 3 Robyn Waters
and David Wilkinson 55.16.
East/West: 1 Judy Mckenzie and Joan McNeill 64.29,
2 Tony White and Pauline Van Groenedaal 55.16, 3 Celia
Young and Nolene Kirkpatrick 53.97.
MERCURY BAY GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 14 June
Results Men: 1 Eddie Lyle, 2 Rod Stewart, 3 Bob Holliday.
Results Ladies: 1 Jean Hancock, 2 Ann Blair, 3 Judy
Hindrup.
Eighteen Hole Ladies American Foursome Wednesday, 15 June
Results: 1 Dianne Gilmour and Sheree Henderson,

2 Sharon Young and Caron Clinning, 3 Yvonne Mehrtens
and Marg Maher.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Par - Wednesday, 15 June
Results: 1 Mike Franklin, 2 Dave Enright, 3 Alan Henderson.
Best Gross: Dave Enright, Twos: Stuart King and Alan
Henderson.
Nine-hole Ladies Putting - Thursday, 16 June
Results: 1 Equal Ann Blair and Merring James, 3 Equal
Adele Conway, Carol Bingley and Gaylene Imms.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Par - Saturday, 18 June
Results: 1 Graham Eccles, 2 Rohit Ranchhod, 3 Dave
Enright.
Best Gross: Dave Enright 73, Twos: Rohit Ranchhod.
PURANGI GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Par L Haycock Trophy
Round 2 of 3 Par - Tuesday, 14 June
Results: 1 Wayne Morrison, 2 Neil Gollan, 3 Equal Neil
Robertson and Jim Brown.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Monthly Medal
Stableford - Thursday, 16 June
Results: 1 Phil Costello (winner of the Cooks Beach
Hardware voucher), 2 Meryll Hawke, 3 Jim Brown.
THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Eighteen-hole Men Net Medal - Wednesday, 15 June
Results: 1 Mike Friis 68, 2 Murray James 71, 3 Robin
Fleming 72.
Twos: Todd Anderson, Nearest the Pin (#18): Geoff Atmore.
MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 16 June
Winners: Ray Rout, Cheryl Henderson and Ian Sanderson.
Runners-up: Wayne McNeill, Heather Walker and Kathy
Everett.
Good Sports: Merle Ward, Bev McAllister and Lee Pudney.
MERCURY BAY JUNIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 18 June
Year 5 Black: The team played Waihi. Mercury Bay played
well, but were outdone by a stronger team on the day. The
Bay’s forwards performed well, which shone through with
two tries by Charlie Bay. The other try scorers were Alex
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McLean and Shem MacDonald. Player of the Day: Charlie
Bay, Try of the Day: Alex McLean, Player of the Day Chosen
by the Opposing Team: Shem MacDonald.
Year 6 Black: The team travelled to Te Aroha, but fell short
against a much stronger opposition. Tries were scored by
Zaan Mayo (2) and the Te Aroha subs (2). Players of the
Day: Zaan Mayo and Lucian Weir, Star Play Awards: Kobi
Te Manu and Phoenix Kurth.
Year 8 Black: The team travelled to Whangamatā. It was
another hard fought game. Unfortunately, Whangamatā
ran away with the game. Try Scorers: Kelson Wirihana
Tawake (2), Kyson Mansell and Tayze Gill, Conversions:
Kyson Mansell (3 from 4), Players of the Day: Kelson
Wirihana Tawake and Taj Lorimer, Player of the Day
Chosen by Whangamatā: Kelson Wirihana Tawake.
The team are playing their last game of the round on
Thursday evening this week at the Mercury Bay Multisport
Park at 6:00pm against Paeroa.
MERCURY BAY AREA SCHOOL RUGBY
Saturday, 18 June
MBAS First XV 22 v Waihi College First XV 13.
MERCURY BAY SENIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 18 June
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A 62 v Waihi Athletic 8.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B 25 v Cobras 29.
COROMANDEL TOWN SENIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 18 June
Coromandel Town Senior A 7 v Paeroa 17.
MERCURY BAY BOWLING & SPORTS CLUB
Winter Cup Challenge – Thursday, 16 June
The sun came out and allowed the first of the Annual
Winter Cup challenges between Mercury Bay and
Coromandel Town be played.
A total of 44 players competed in three games of eight
ends of fun social bowls with Mercury Bay finishing with a
slight edge of 12 - 9 wins, Coromandel winning more ends
than Mercury Bay and Mercury Bay enjoying a very small
advantage in the points position. It was an enjoyable social
event with good friends and lots of laughs.
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