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Vital steps needed for new MenZshed

33 Albert Street 
Whitianga
07 866 2546
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FURNITURE,   BEDS  &  HOMEWARES 

OPEN 
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CLEARANCE

SALE
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ON EXISTING FLOORSTOCK
INCLUDING CURRENT ITEMS*

WHILE STOCKS LAST
www.fagans.co.nzLimited stock so don’t miss out!

By Pauline Stewart

Bryan Mearns is on a Mission, but he is 
not on it alone. Bryan has a skilled and 
committed team behind him. However, he is 
in the driver’s seat and intent on getting to the 
destination. His destination is the opening of 
a building that will house the work and the 
members of Whitianga’s MenZshed.

There’s a short and good news history 
here. Some years ago, Whitianga Lions 
Club introduced the idea of having a local 
MenZshed. The Secretary at the time was 
Kevin Robinson who proposed the idea. 
At about the same time, Bryan was on a 
journey of his own, having just come to live 
in Whitianga with a  plan for retirement and 
to enjoy more time together with his wife. 
Their children were now adults and on their 
way in life. Plans seemed set, but in just a 
few weeks Bryan became a nurse. Dianne 
was diagnosed with cancer and so began a 
long battle and a very diff erent retirement 
than they both had imagined. After Dianne’s 
death, Bryan found life was less meaningful 
and somewhat alone. He knew of other men 
in the same situation and he knew he needed 
to do something to change the cycle of  
the way things were. Bryan found himself  
thinking about the possibility of a MenZshed. 
Thus with this good idea brewing from more 
than one source at the same time, and with 
knowledge of successful MenZshed in other 
places, Kevin Robinson, the Whitianga Lions 
and Bryan, Whitianga Menzshed became 
a reality.  

“Our current shed is owned and gifted 
by Richard Vetter of Peninsula Roofi ng”  
says Bryan. “We have that rent free, which 
has been an amazing gift from Richard. 
He is a beautifully spirited man. But now 
the success of the MenZshed has meant 
we are too crowded. We have more people 
wanting to be Sheddies than we have bench 
space for them. We are so very limited in 
the workshop space. There is no room to put 
tools and nowhere safe to do welding which 
is  often an essential part of fi xing anything.” 
Bryan added.

“The MenZshed is over subscribed, like 
you would not believe.”

If you visit the Whitianga MenZshed on 
South Highway, you are greeted by a hive 

of activity - men engaged in electrical work, 
carpentry,  making, repairing and designing 
any number of things, many a part of much  
larger projects for the community. You 
immediately notice that its crowded. There  
is little room for machinery being used and 
for smoko, its  standing room only. 

Another very obvious aspect clearly 
stands out - the friendship and camaraderie 
among all the men.

Bryan  is very clear as to the value of the 
MenZshed in the community. “When our 
guys sit down and start talking in the smoko 

room,  it is amazing the support they can get 
from those in similar circumstances. Men 
fi nish their career and go into nothingness. 
They need company. They need to be useful 
and use the skills they have gained in life. 
Some need to have a go enjoying work with 
their hands, after a life time in the offi  ce or 
on the road. The amount of support  from 
the wives in terms of “get them out from  
under my feet” goes without saying,” smiles 
Bryan. “I went from being Bryan Mearns, the 
real estate agent, to Bryan Mearns the nurse, 
and then Bryan Mearns, a widower. I found 

others were in grief situations just like me and  
grief needs many pathways to get through. 
To work alongside someone and chat about 
life is such a productive way to restore 
yourself and help restore others.”

 Bryan returns to his role of being the 
driver behind getting the new MenZshed, 
recounting what has been done. In January 
2021, with  the support of the MenZshed 
team, Bryan took a trip to Kerikeri to see the 
new MenZshed that was being built there. 

Far right: Kevin Robinson, MenZshed President and Whitianga Lions Club President, 
Centre: Bryan Mearns, Secretary. “MenZshed is oversubscribed like you would not believe.”
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Night sky information 
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday 19 July - Wednesday 26 July: Once again the Moon can help us fi nd the four planets visible this week as they are all evenly spaced in a line 
across the early morning sky. Bright Venus stays very low on the dawn horizon but reddish Mars is steadily getting brighter above it with bright Jupiter 
high overhead and faint and slightly yellowish Saturn visible high towards the NW after rising in the late evening. The International Space Station (ISS) 
makes several good passes this week; all in the early morning once again. However, as usual, the exact times can change if the ISS has to be moved to 
avoid space junk. Tuesday, July 19: The very early morning sky shows the Moon just above bright Jupiter. There will be a good ISS pass from 6:02am 
in the north, passing through the constellation Orion and right between Venus and Mars. Wednesday, July 20: The Moon has now moved to be just 
below Jupiter in the very early morning sky with reddish Mars much lower down. A long ISS pass occurs from 6:51in the NW, passing just above Saturn. 
Thursday, July 21: The Moon now sits just above Mars at dawn. Friday, July 22: Mars is now just to the right of the Moon with Jupiter high above. The ISS 
is visible briefl y from 5:18am in the east, just below Orion and again at 6:52am in the west. Saturday, July 23: The crescent Moon sits just above Matariki 
at dawn. The ISS pops out of the earth’s shadow at 6:05am in the south. Sunday, July 24: The Moon is now just below Matariki at dawn. Monday, July 25: 
The Moon is now almost halfway between Matariki and brilliant Venus at dawn. The ISS pops out of the Earth’s shadow at 6:06am, very low in the south. 

What’s happening in the night sky?

Five sets of ‘brothers in arms’ playing for Mercury 
Bay Rugby Club inspire ‘unconditional loyalty’
By Tony Stickley

When you talk to Cody Hamilton about what 
makes the Mercury Bay Rugby Club diff erent 
from other teams, the word “brotherhood” 
comes up again and again.

But it is not just a metaphor for the cohesion 
and closeness of an outfi t that, to a large 
extent, has been together since they attended 
school in Whitianga.

It is also literally true. At the last count, 
there were fi ve sets of brothers playing for 
MBRC, including the Hamiltons, who have 
three players in the senior side. Cody said 
that family connection inspired a fi erce 
loyalty, as they were in fact playing for and 
with their family.

“That’s a question I have been asked recently, 
‘what makes us diff erent from other clubs?’” 
said Cody. “Yes, we are as big and yes, we 
are as fast, and yes, we are just as skilled, and 
yes, we are just as fi t to the casual observer, 
but there is something greater, something 
synergetic about the Bay, and the answer to 
that question is very simple to those in the 
know.”  Of course, he said, there was a great 
sense of pride in wearing the Bay jersey at 
every level.That was refl ected in the statistics 
that showed, with just a few exceptions, that 
the senior side have all represented the club at 
junior grades including the fi rst fi fteen.

“But even more special is the fact that 
the unconditional loyalty to the Bay is also 
refl ected in the fact that there is literally 
a brotherhood within the club, not just a 
solidarity amongst players but the amazing fact 
that rugby is a family aff air and although it is 
common for brothers to play rugby in diff erent 
teams on a Saturday growing up, we currently 
have no less than fi ve sets of brothers playing 
for the senior side, including a trio from one 

family.” This “ brotherhood in arms”, as he 
refers to the various sibling players, include: 
Austin and Ethan Brear; Connor Macleod 
and Cody Muir, who also coaches the fi rst 
fi fteen; Jamie and Harry Finnerty; Makaere 
and Anzac Waterhouse; and last but not least, 
Cody and Ricky Hamilton and their brother 
Beau Hamilton, who is also part of the senior 
coaching staff . As if there were the slightest 
doubt, Cody added: “Mercury Bay rugby is in 
great heart this season, with a lot of the teams 
across the board doing well, especially the 
fi rst and second fi fteens who have made fi nals 
and both the senior teams who have made 
semi-fi nals.

“There is a lot of pride and passion within 
the club and, as I have already said, even a 
brotherhood, literally. Bay rugby is born and 
bred, and Bay rugby is alive and thriving,” 
Cody said.

Pictured above from left to right: Cody 
Hamilton played all his rugby for Mecury 
Bay for the  last 25 years, winning numerous 
championships including second fi fteen and 
senior A twice: Mike Hamilton who played 
fi rst fi fteen 1973 til 1975 and coached most 
junior grades, including winning numerous 
championships; Beau Hamilton who played 
most of his rugby for the Bay, with the 
exception of a season with Balmain in 
Australia and a couple of seasons playing and 
coaching in Hamilton but winning numerous 
championships including fi rst fi fteen and 
senior Premiers twice for the Bay; Ricky 
Hamilton, who has played all his rugby for 
the Bay, winning numerous championships 
including fi rst fi fteen; and fi nally Cody’s 
children, the next generation of Hamilton’s 
playing for the Bay, Frankie, Ryder and Mila.

Pictured from left to right: Cody Hamilton, Mike Hamilton, Beau Hamilton, Ricky Hamilton 
and Cody’s children, Frankie, Ryder and Mila.
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90 KOPU RD, KOPU
thames@flooringxtra.co.nz 
Ph 07 868 7608

68 ALBERT ST, WHITIANGA
whitianga@flooringxtra.co.nz  
Ph 07 866 2836

FAGANS FLOORING XTRA ON ALL FLOORS FLOORING XTRA

Offer ends 31 August 2022 
T’s and C’s Apply

FREE 
SLEEPYHEAD 
ECOSELECT 
UNDERLAY 

ON ALL CARPET ORDERS 
OVER 15 LM (55 SQM)

(Continued from page 1)

Showcasing a collection of  
Originals by Ginney Deavoll
“Hidden Swell”
1000 mm 
Acrylic on Canvas 

Venue  24 Wharf Road, 
The Courtyard, Coromandel.
Event 5th – 15th August 2022
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
10am - 3pm

Mobile 027 629 7408 
Email art@christinerabarts.com
Website www.christinerabarts.comm

GINNEY DEAVOLL
EVENT

Garlic - shallots - seed potatoes in store. Plant 

them now

PRUNING DEMO 
TWO DAYS ONLY 
FRIDAY 22ND JULY 
SATURDAY 23 JULY 

STARTS AT 1PM 

AEROVIEW GARDEN CENTRE 
382 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames (plenty of parking)
OPEN   Mon - Fri (8:30am - 5pm) Sat - Sun (8:30am - 4pm)

SATURDAY 23 JULY 

Open 7 days 
(07) 868 7960 

Roses
Fruit trees

Hydrangeas
Grapes

He had talked previously with the Kerikeri 
leaders. They had been working out of an old 
house  and  their  membership had grown, 
similar to  the path  of Whitianga MenZshed. 
It became impossible to work with the small 
space. Within nine months of building their 
new shed, built by Kiwi Sheds, their paid up 
membership increased to over 100. Bryan 
could see that this was what was needed for 
their own situation. The context was very 
similar to Kerikeri.

 “We started looking for a suitable site for 
a new MenZshed. After looking at many 
possible sites, we discussed with the local 
scouts their lease on Sheriff s Field next to 
the Rescue Helicopter site. After making 
submissions to the appropriate parties, we  
gained approval to be a part of the lease  
which is for another 36 years. We have the 
lease. We have the land. We have a defi nite 
place for that shed to go. We have had plans 
and specifi cations done. We have started 
the application for a permit process. This is 
being handled by Kiwi sheds on our behalf. 
Once we get through the permit process 
and we have a permit to build, we have 
community members who will dig out the 
sub base, compact it and get it shovel ready 
to build.” Bryan breathes a sigh. “But just 
now, we are a bit stuck.”

So far, the MenZshed has raised and saved 
over $35,000 in a little over 12 months. 
However, they need to generate $100,000 
above what has been raised, to be able to 
approach Trust Waikato and Lotteries to 
make a grant for the balance required to 
pay for the building. To reach that $135,000 
threshold at the rate they raised $35,000, 
would take a few years. “That’s too slow,” 
says Bryan. “We are working hard on the 
Building Consent and as soon as we get 
that, we are in need of two things to have 
happened,” explains Bryan.

Vital steps:
“The fi rst is to reach out to, or hear from,  
benefactors to make $100,000 possible. 
We can off er aiming rights on our shed. 
Maybe 10 people or companies can give 
$10,000 each or fi ve can give  $20,000. There 
might even be one person or company who 
is able to off er the full amount of $100,000.

The second is alluded to. We are working 
with the Thames Coromandel  District 
Council to obtain the building consent. TCDC 
has approved that we can lease the land, but 
it is the expediency of the Building Consent 
that is not so straight forward. We seek 
someone from the Council to walk beside us 
in the complexities to get it through. The land 
is adjacent to the airport so it keeps our noisy 
machines away from residential housing. 
It’s vital to get the Building Consent before 
we can raise the money. People have 
confi dence in a build ready project. Then 
we go to the Waikato Trust and Lotteries as 
mentioned previously.

 With TCDC’s support and walking with 
them, Bryan believes all this this can be done. 
“The MenZshed is a vital unit of generosity 
in this community. It fi lls several roles. 
My dream is to see the MenZshed housed 
in a building that has the space and safety to  
provide for the wellbeing of the men that go 
there and that we can continue to give  back 
to the community. The generosity of people 
here is stunning, the way they get behind 
community projects. It may be  too optimistic  
to expect anything up before two years, but 
I think we need to see something  happening 
in the next 12 months. It’s not good for 
time to elapse with no progress. It is really 
important to keep the momentum up".

Brian concludes, “I have eight children and 
twelve grandchildren. I have had a superb 
life and so want to enrich the lives of others. 
In that I am not alone. “

Vital steps needed for new MenZshed
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Carpetcourt Whitianga
1 Blacksmith Lane, 

Whitianga
07 834 6463 

We have the perfect 
flooring solution for 

every lifestyle Get HUGE savings on selected flooring plus up to 30% off  our 
famous Rhino flooring*. Book a free measure and quote today.

It’s our Birthday! 

*terms and 
conditions 

apply

phyll@optimisticdogs.net

027 485 2036

Turning dogs into well-mannered best friends

www.optimisticdogs.net

 Contact Trainer Phyll Pascoe• Private Training
• Online Courses
• Group Classes
• Zoom Consults

Mercury Bay Art Escape
SeniorNet Update

Thank you for your response to last month’s 
column. It is rewarding to have feedback 
andconfi rms that our SeniorNet column is 
read and people are responding.  The Informer 
is packed with news and information and we 
are very grateful for our opportunity to be a 
part of it. So, one further reques?. 

Could you be SeniorNet’s Secretary?   
Our secretary, due to health issues, has had 
to resign.  Do you have the enthusiasm and 
skills to join a very dedicated group for a 
few volunteer hours a week? We would love 
to hear from you if you would be happy to 
prepare the agenda, take the minutes at our 
monthly Committee Meeting, and process and 
forward them to our Committee Members.  
Facebook skills (or the willingness to learn) 
and keeping our All About Whitianga site 
updated would be welcomed.  Be assured 
that any other computer skills you bring will 
be reviewed with much enthusiasm. This is 
an extremely rewarding way of giving back 
to your c ommunity and you are assured of 
a warm welcome. To fi nd out more please 
phone Sheryl  on 0210 226 2504.

Online Banking is an ongoing stress for 
many and we continue to press banks for 
dummy accounts to be set up so we can take 
you safely thru the steps to achieve what 
you need to know.  Westpac should be back 
up and running again by August and we do 
have a lot we can cover with you prior to that. 
Kiwibank are working on a similar system 
and we hope to have more positive news for 
you next month.  

Covid is rife at the moment and will no 

doubt continue to disrupt and interfere if we 
let it. We have all the safety protocols ready 
if we need them for next term. We ask that 
you come prepared with your masks so we 
can all stay safe. If you have concerns about 
being in a class environment, please book in 
for a One-On-One session instead. We will 
not take any risks and will always endeavour 
to keep everyone safe. School holidays and 
endless rain are not the best combination and 
we are all hopeful of some better outdoor 
weather this week. However, the children at 
the Social Services holiday programme were 
having a grand time regardless of the rain. 
The happy voices and laughter lightened up 
our day as we left our SeniorNet Committee 
Meeting. We wish everyone lots of love and 
laughter for the rest of the holidays.

Term Three starts Tuesday, 26 July with 
Genealogy with Meg and One-On-One 
sessions. Wednesday, 27 July includes the 
iphone and ipad users group with Pam, and 
don’t forget the Tethering - Hot Spot sessions 
we have scheduled with Alan. If you haven’t 
already booked, please get in touch with 
Sheryl, Mob. 0210 226 2504 after the school 
holidays. Stay safe. Stay well.      
Ady Cole-Ewen
Chair  SeniorNet  Whitianga

Call for new artists begins now
From an organic event conceived 
and organised by a small group of 
local artists in 2006, Mercury Bay 
Art Escape Artists Open Studios 
has grown into a showcasing of 
Mercury Bay’s outstanding artistic 
and cultural diversity for both 
local residents and the greater 
New Zealand art community. An 
increasing number of the many 
visitors make an annual visit to the 
Open Studios and member artists are 
always happy to receive calls for an 
appointment at other times of the year. 

A trust was formed in 2011 and 
its success has seen countless 
volunteers, coordinators, trust 
members and sponsors put their 
creativity, passion and commitment 
into its continuing growth. 
The Trustees’ backgrounds include 
business, accounting, administration 
and member artists. The mission 
statement sums up the purpose of the trust: 
To promote and develop the growth of the 
visual arts in the Mercury Bay Area and the 
wider Coromandel Peninsula.

The Art Escape Open Studios over the 
fi rst two weekends in March has long been 
a draw card for the eastern Coromandel 
Peninsula and has raised the profi le not only 
of the visual arts but of Whitianga township 
itself. The murals throughout the town were 
a project run by Mercury Bay Art Escape for 
the Tuia 250 commemorations in 2019.

The collaborative aspect of membership 
in Art Escape has attracted new artists as 
residents, and consequently brought a real 

economic boost to the creative sector of 
Mercury Bay. Membership is restricted to 
the area from Pauanui/Hikuai in the south 
to Matapaua in the north with a variety of 
media including sculpture, pottery, painting, 
printmaking and glass art and you must be 
a resident, have property or have a genuine 
connection to the area.

The call for new artists to join the 2023 
membership is open now. We would love 
to include more artists. 
Details can be found on the website 
mercurybay-artescape.com, the Mercury 
Bay Art Escape Facebook page and their 
Instagram page.

Kaylie Finnis works on one of her pieces.
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Like us on Facebook.  
Follow us on Twitter.

Check us out on Instagram.

See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

ONLINE POLL FOR JULY 2022
Would you like to see a regular environmental feature  

in the paper covering a broad range of issues and topics?
Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

Upcycling – don’t throw it away
If you didn’t know what Upcycling is, then think of an item 
you would like to pass on, dispose or recycle, but  instead, 
you decide to keep it and recreate something new, useable 
and attractive.  That’s Upcycling, and it is what over twenty 
participants accepted the invitation to do, last Tuesday night, 
12 July, at Guthrie Bowron premises in Joan Gaskell Drive.   

Each person brought an item that for them, needed a       
makeover and new lease of life (not their partners, something 
inanimate), and all places available for the Upcycling night 
were filled. 

 Dulux, who partner with Guthrie Bowron, had sent John, a 
senior consultant all the way from Christchurch  for this event, 
despite the foul weather across the North Island. A full array 
of colour and specialty finishes in spray cans and paint were 
part of the resource  provided by Dulux for the event as well as 
two other Dulux team members who demonstrated, and gave 
suggestions and help all through the evening  ensuring each 
item resulted in a great finish. 

 A tired, musty, clay figurine became a glossy sculpture; a 
glass gin bottle (empty), was transformed into an elegant vase; 
two greyish white plastic stools became sparkly blue and pink 
shining seats for two grandchildren; a very ordinary standard 
plant pot gained rustic brown and cream texturing, both base 
and pot, two china trays with outdated paint décor became 
sleek, glossy, black platters. 

Every tool and resource needed was on hand, even several 
hair dryers which did the trick for quick drying projects in 
transition.  The idea was that all participants went home with a 
finished product, the upcycling was complete. The environment 
of an interior design store filled with all of the materials and 
colours at Guthrie Bowron made the night workshop festive 
for everyone. 

Several staff of Guthrie Bowron gave their evening to assist 
and offer technical advice and inspiration.  

“Providing quality advice and inspiration is what we do at 
GB” says Rachael. “It is always so rewarding to see the results 
whether it’s flooring, curtains or a feature wallpaper we’ve 
helped people choose”. People connected, helped each other 
and took time to enjoy the supper  provided and a glass of wine. 
Owners Rachael and Julian and their team were happy to report 
that$500 was raised for Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust in 
the process.

There will be another Upcycling night in October which has 
a few openings left to be filled.

Participants in 'Upcycling', the Guthrie Bowron initiative to inspire people  
to transform and rejuvenate tired housewares. 
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coromandel life:style centre
4/9 joan gaskell drive, whitianga                  (07) 866 5726

Escape 
winter.

Keep warm and rested 
with a hot 50% off 
Sanctuary Escape, NZ’s 
most luxurious sleep.

BedsRus Store Name     visit Street Address 

talk Phone Number     dream bedsrus.co.nzThe experts in sleep.
*Offer valid to 2.8.22 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good 

faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.

Whitianga Store
(07) 866 5726

Free Delivery

Promotion runs 
Thursday 21st to Tuesday 26th July 2022

Lifts and no shoes

Stan’s Stuff
By Stan Stewart, co-owner of The Mercury Bay Informer

In the fi rst week of March an unknown virus 
paralysed my son. He can talk, but do little 
else. Since then, instead of being with my 
wife Pauline in Whitianga and working for 
the Mercury Bay Informer, I am with him 
every day in a huge Brisbane Hospital. Here 
are two refl ections from my hospital life. 
Lifts
People don’t talk in hospital lifts. That’s no 
surprise, as everyone is there for some serious 
purpose. As well as visitors and hospital staff , 
the presence of wheelchairs, walking frames 
and various mobile devices mean the space 
is often crowded. The atmosphere is neutral, 
trending towards depressed. Normally there 
is no interaction. 

But sometimes 
things explode. Boom! 
Flash! Something has 
happened. The lift has 
been illuminated. Not a 
word has been said, but 
all of us lift-travellers are 
smiling. Why? A young 
woman has joined us at 
the birthing fl oor. In her 
arms she holds a tiny 
being, swathed in a white, 
soft blanket. In an instant 
we are all touched with positive emotion. 
We are no longer passive and introverted. We 
are infused by hope and joy. Newborn babies 
are powerful. They change people. That’s 
why I’m sad for young people who believe 
that having sex (we used to call it ‘making 
babies’) is the pinnacle of human pleasure. 
I tell them, the thing more powerful than 
‘making babies’ is having a baby.
No shoes
Brisbane winter days are the best, absolutely 
clear skies and gentle sunshine, with middle 
of the day temperatures around 20 degrees. 
I spend my mornings on the ward with my 
son. But come lunch time, my choice is 
to take a Subway wrap and eat it out in the 
sunshine. The most convenient location is 
on one of the long seats at the far end of the 
drop-off  and pick-up area at the front of the 
hospital. These are not crowded, and I usually 
fi nd a seat to myself. I have observed there 
are many homeless people living around 
the hospital. I don’t know where they live, 
perhaps in nearby parks or in buildings made 
derelict by the recent fl oods. All I know is 
that there seems to be many of them. 

One by one they just appear. I have seen 

them outside the hospital entrance and inside 
the hospital on various fl oors. I suspect that 
the many security personnel employed by the 
hospital are tasked to keep an eye on these 
ragged visitors. They are mostly men of 
various ages and some older women. What 
I found most noticeable is their feet. Most 
of them have no shoes, they are bare foot. 
Occasionally I have seen an individual with 
shoes, but the shoes are mismatched. When I 
am sitting eating my sandwich, they spot me. 
Suddenly, one of them is standing in front of 
me. Quietly he asks “Can you give me any 
money”?  I  say ‘No’ and they quickly move 
on. (I don’t have cash, just a card). His hurried 

exit from me is because of 
the ever present brigade 
of hospital security. A tall 
older woman in a grey 
overcoat approached me. 
At fi rst I did not identify 
her as a homeless person, 
However, when I looked 
down at her feet, she had 
no shoes.

“Any spare change?” 
she asked. “Anything 
would help.” My knee 
jerk reaction is “No”. I 

say it fi rmly and that is usually the end of 
the matter. On this occasion I added, “I don’t 
have any money”. She left and moved onto 
other people sitting on the seats.

However, in a couple of minutes she 
was back. In a challenging way she asked, 
“Would YOU like some money?” she asked. 
“Yes” I said, “I would.” “How much?” she 
asked. “Ten dollars,” I replied.

“What would you do with it?” she asked. 
“Pay it to Uber for a ride home,” was my 
answer. “Hmmph!” She was not impressed 
and walked away.

I am not at ease with the way I relate to 
homeless people. But, truthfully I don’t know 
what the alternative is. I wonder, who are 
these isolated, shoeless people? I know they 
are someone’s son or daughter, someone’s 
father or mother? What went wrong for 
them? How is it that they now need some 
substance or liquid, more than they need 
human relationships?

It makes me want to be careful with 
everyone I meet. I don’t want my responses 
or relationships to make anyone feel hopeless 
or rejected. Working to enrich relationships 
seems to be the best way ahead for me. 
Well, that’s how I see it.
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07 866 2679 • 14 Victoria Street, Whitianga
enquiries@coastalsanctuary.com • www.coastalsanctuary.com

COASTAL  
SANCTUARY B E AU T Y

Softens fine lines, 
fades pigmentation, 
hydrates and refines

Refresh your 
skin this winter 
with a course of 
Sothys peels.

3x Sothys grade 1 
or 2 peels plus a 

Hydra 3 Intensive 
facial to finish

$380 for the course
Offer ends 31/08/22

Terms and conditions apply

On Track Health

I can help you with:


 Weight management



outcomes
Zoe Neureuter

BSpExSc, MHSHP (Hons)
Ph: 027 3109580

E: zoes1@xtra.co.nz

COROMANDEL
RESTORATION 
PLANTING

Native planting of stream banks 
and marginal farmland. We supply, 

plant and release native plants which 
we grow locally in our nursery.

Book now 
For the 2023 planting season 

(June - September). 
We still have limited availability 

for 2022 planting season. 
Both big and small jobs. 
To enquire email us at: 

greenonblue42@gmail.com
022 327 8510

Local shark enthusiast’s jaw dropping fi nd
By Francesca Dowling

When a large shark was found the morning 
of 23 June washed up on one of the popular 
swimming spots of Buff alo Beach, it was 
to say the least, rather paranoia-inducing 
for many beach-goers. Even in death, the 
approximately eight foot-long mature, 
female, bronze whaler shark was a petrifying 
sight to behold. 

With overheard comments such as “time for 
a pool” fi lling the air as bystanders retreated, 
one boy expectantly rushed forward to get a 
closer look. Known as Whitianga’s keenest 
shark enthusiast, Sebastian Ross, was already 
on site when Thames Coromandel District 
Council staff  arrived on the scene. Off ering 
to help TCDC staff  with retrieving the shark 
from the water, which was then lifted onto a 
hiab truck and buried out of town, Sebastian 
was of assistance throughout the process of 
disposing of the deceased shark. As a reward 
for his eff orts, Sebastian was gifted with the 
opportunity to be able to take the jaw of the 
shark home, even cutting it from the carcass 
himself. “After consulting with local iwi 
and the Department of Conservation (DOC), 
Council staff  decided to remove the shark,” 
reports TCDC Communications Team Leader, 
Michael Dobie. “Sebastian has been studying 
sharks since he was a young boy and knows a 
great deal about them. As our iwi partners and 
Department of Conservation had no interest 
in retaining the shark, and to acknowledge his 
assistance, Sebastian was allowed to keep the 
shark jaw.”

Despite the cause of death being unknown, 
Sebastian holds his own speculations. “Large 
sharks are such strong predators and so well 
suited to their environment, that the beaching 

of one is usually the cause of an illness. 
The jaw proved to be very interesting once 
dried out as there was this horrible abscess-
like rot in part of the shark’s jaw. I suspect 
that the cause of death could have quite 
possibly been from meningitis caused by a 
bacterial infection which swelled its brain, 
disorientating the shark causing it to beach 
itself. This is uncommon, but not unheard 
of,” says Sebastian. “It is plausible that the 
infection could have been brought on by a 
hook due to abscesses being located in the 
corner of the lower jaw. Although sharks 

do generally have very effi  cient immune 
systems, it is not unseen for a shark to suff er 
from a bacterial infection due to hooks.”

Sebastian stresses the importance of people 
not jumping to conclusions in the wake of this 
recent shark sighting. “Bronze whalers often 
swim in shallow coastal waters and have 
always been a common sight at our beaches, 
so there’s no need for extra concern as they 
have always been here and haven’t caused 
any harm so far.” 

Although Sebastian admits being able 
to get his hands on such a big shark jaw is 

“pretty epic,” he heavily emphasises the need 
to preserve the shark species and strongly 
advises against others going out of their way 
to get themselves a jaw by hunting sharks. 
“Sharks are essential to the ocean’s ecosystem 
as they hold the responsibility of maintaining 
its balance. Without sharks, the ocean would 
not thrive. I was very lucky to be able to gain 
this shark jaw, although if I could choose, I 
would prefer that shark to still be swimming 
around in the sea , a whole living creature.. 
Sharks are much better off  in the ocean than 
on someone’s wall.”

Photo left: Local shark enthusiast, Sebastian Ross, with the jaw of the washed up shark. 
Photo right: Removing the Bronze Whaler shark from Buffalo Beach. Photo courtesy of Thames Coromandel District Council.
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30 Monk Street, Whitianga  
www.stilodesign.co.nz
Open 
Mon - Fri (10am to 4pm)
Sat (10am - 2pm)
Sun (closed)

E N D  O F  S E A S O N 
SALE 5 0 % 

O F F

SALE ON NOW

65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA CALL TODAY: 07 866 0606

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS. 

YOU’RE INVITED TO A
HEALTH EXPO

YOUR FREE HEALTH SCREENING INCLUDES:
• Chair massage
• Cardiovascular fitness
• Lifestyle counselling
• Blood pressure

• Blood glucose
• Health age
• And more...

DATES & TIME:
Sunday, 07 August
10:00am - 2:00pm

VENUE:
Whitianga Town Hall
24 Monk Street

Thinking about thinking 
All the extra bits

This is the fi nal part in Max Ross' series. 
In the research and writing of this series on 
metacognition, I came across a number of 
smaller interesting laws and eff ects. This fi nal 
article in the series will be a collection of all 
the things I didn’t want to leave out.

In the television show, Cosmos, Carl 
Sagan said, “extraordinary claims require 
extraordinary evidence” which 
has become known as Sagan’s 
standard. He used it when talking 
about the existence of aliens. This 
didn’t fi t into the article about 
fake news and I really like its 
simplicity.

Benford's law of controversy 
states that “passion is inversely 
proportional to the amount of real 
information available”. The more 
passionate people are about a controversy, 
perhaps the less they know, or maybe there 
is more controversy around things we don’t 
understand.

The Pygmalion eff ect is a psychological 
phenomenon in which high expectations lead 
to improved performance. It was named after 
the Greek sculptor who was so in love with 
the beautiful statue that he had carved, that it 
came to life. The idea is that if you have high 
expectations, people will rise to meet them 
and if you have low expectations, these will 
also be met. This is also called the Rosenthal 
eff ect after an educational paper that looked at 
the expectations that teachers had over their 
students and the educational outcomes. In his 
experiment, teachers were told that a certain 
group of students were intellectual bloomers 
and at the end of this study, those students' IQ 
scores had improved more than the control. 

It is another idea that seems right when you 
hear about it, however, after two weeks with 
the teachers, all of its eff ects disappeared and 
there are some serious concerns about how the 
study was run. Maybe this is an example of 
Confi rmation bias instead.

The most famous law is Murphy’s Law. 
“Anything that can go wrong will go wrong”. 

When working on the development 
of rocket sleds, Edward Murphy 
coined the law. It became wildly 
popular and Edward didn’t like 
the way it was being interpreted. 
He didn’t think of Murphy’s law 
as being that bad stuff  will always 
happen; rather it was a way of 
designing for, and thinking about, 
worst case scenarios. He felt that 
the way his law was being used 

was "ridiculous, trivial and erroneous". It is 
kind of Murphy’s Law that you will not like 
the way your law is being used!

There is a related law called Muphry’s law 
which is a deliberate misspelling of Murphy’s 
law. It states that, “If you write anything 
criticising editing or proofreading, there will 
be a fault of some kind in what you have 
written.” which as a writer, I took to heart.

A law that I found really clever and funny is 
Hofstadter’s law which states that, “It always 
takes longer than you expect, even when you 
take into account Hofstadter's Law.”

Looking at the way we act in illogical and 
irrational ways helps us to avoid acting this 
way in the future. Other people are aware of 
our biases and can use them against us. The 
brain and how we think is a fascinating subject.

Thank you Max Ross for all your episodes 
of Thinking About Thinking.
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Make your voice heard
Make a submission on Labour’s Three Waters today.  
Visit www.parliament.nz and search for Water Services Entities Bill

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

TOWING
TRANSPORT
UNLOCKS

JUMP STARTS
HIABS
SALVAGE

Thank you to 

RDP Panel and Paint

for making this 

possible so quickly.

TOWING & TRANSPORT 
SERVICES

Contact Steve 022 349 4868 
HIAB SERVICES

Contact Mavis 027 439 4597
EMAIL

tow.whitianga@gmail.com

Scott’s Thoughts
By Scott Simpson, National Party MP for Coromandel

Time is running out for the 
public to have their say on 
Labour’s Three Waters reform. 
The legislation which will see 
communities lose control over 
their water assets is going 
through the select committee 
stage and the submission 
process closes this week on 
22 July. It seems inevitable 
that they will ram through this 
legislation. Nevertheless, I 
still strongly encourage people 
to make their voice heard. 
National’s position on this is 
clear. We can’t lose the ‘local’ 
in local government and we 
will repeal and replace this legislation. 

A recent survey suggested one million New 
Zealanders are considering moving overseas, 
because they don’t see a future in this country. 
It’s a shame that generations of Kiwis are 
feeling despondent about the direction we’re 
heading under Labour, but it’s not entirely 
surprising. We have a cost-of-living crisis 
enveloping the country, consumer confi dence 
is at an all-time low, and over the past year 
1.4 million Kiwis have been victims of crime.

National have been off ering solutions to 
the wide range of issues facing the country, 
but the Government refuses to budge from 
pushing through its agenda.

We need to get on top of infl ation as more 
and more Kiwis are feeling poorer. National 
would return the Reserve Bank to a single 
focus on price stability, reduce costs on 

businesses and remove the bottlenecks in 
the economy. It also doesn’t make sense 
when our health system is on the brink of 
collapse that we’re not doing all we can to get 
more nurses into the country. Far too many 
people are experiencing delays in receiving 
medical treatment. If we don’t adjust our 
immigration settings to attract overseas 
health professionals we simply won’t be able 
to compete in the international labour market.

National has launched a petition imploring 
the Government to immediately add nurses 
and midwives to the fast-track, straight to 
residence list, start the fast-track process 
immediately and ensure the process of gaining 
residence is complete within three months 
of application. You can sign the petition at 
https://www.national.org.nz/fast-track-more-
nurses-and-midwives.
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www.tairuabus.co.nz

WHITIANGA CONNECTOR 

$25
WHITIANGA • HAHEI 
PAUANUI • TAIRUA  

THAMES • AND
EVERYWHERE BETWEEN

Visit our website 
for more 
information 
or to make 
a booking or email
steve@tairuabus.co.nz

*NEW SERVICE*

From$89 per person/
one way (door to door)
Timetable and 
bookings available 
through our
website.

$89

TO/FROM AUCKLAND AIRPORT 
OR CBD

Visit our website 

a booking or email

From

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA. CALL 07 866 0606 

Woman in charge? Join the club
By Francesca Dowling

When businesswoman and entrepreneur, 
Briarley Collier, was asked what brought 
her to town three years ago, she replied 
“business”, and when she was asked what she 
noticed upon arrival, she suitingly answered, 
a “gap in the market.” This “gap” however 
was not what one would usually expect when 
thinking of business related opportunities. 

“When I fi rst moved to Mercury Bay I 
found the experience very isolating,” admits 
Briarley. “My husband and I spent most of 
our time in the fi rst year of being here in the 
Coromandel Peninsula getting our business, 
Essential Electrical and Refrigeration, off  
the ground, which has since really taken 
off . I then went on to open up Whitianga 
Baby Gear Hire and its sister company, Tiny 
Toes Hire Co.” Despite opening three very 
successful businesses within the span of a 
mere three years, this “gap” that she had 
noticed “straight away,” was still nagging 
at her. “I wanted to connect with other like-
minded business women and be able to create 
a community in which women would feel 
safe and supported.” This desire of Briarley’s 
resulted in her reaching out to longtime 
friend and fellow businesswoman, Courtney 
Linnecar, who co-owns with her husband, 
Happylocal Hub. Courtney, she sensed, would 
help her in instigating the solution to what 
was a shared issue for many local business 
women. Together, the two women launched 
Mercury Bay’s fi rst ever ‘Women in Business’ 
club on Facebook last year, with the launch 
instantly receiving great reception shown in 
the numbers of women across the peninsula 
signing up. 

“We are really just starting after unfortunately 
experiencing a hiccup with Covid getting in 
the way last year,” reports Courtney. “We held 
our fi rst event two weeks ago on 7 July, which 
was a social media workshop that involved a 
talk with social media experts Bianca Acke, 
owner of Le Edit and Chloe Watts, owner 
of Blueberry Co, about building an online 
community, all the while having fun and 
meeting other amazing women. We defi nitely 
plan to roll out many more mix and mingle 
events very soon where we tackle topics 
that women tend to shy away from, with the 
help of an expert guest speaker in each area 
we cover.” 

It is made clear that the ‘Women in Business’ 
club welcomes women from all walks of life 
and in any stage of their careers, whether 
they own a multi-million-dollar empire or are 
just seeking inspiration in a supportive and 
positive environment, the doors will be open. 
“Being able to facilitate this platform with 
Courtney and bring about the opportunity for 
women to share their challenges, stories and 
ideas has been incredible. I know how hard 
it is for women in general to excel in their 
careers with the old stereotypes and stigma 
that is still attached to women. By creating 
a safe network for women who are looking 
to be their best selves, we are breaking 
these stereotypes. We are also here to let 
women know they’re not alone and there’s an 
opportunity for them to network and connect 
with other women.”

To join Mercury Bay’s Women in Business 
group, reach out to their Facebook page, 
Mercury Bay - Women in Business, or email 
Courtney (courtneylinnecar@gmail.com).

Women in Business (left to right): The Women in Business club’s founding members, 
Briarley Collier and Courtney Linnecar with guest speaker, social media expert 

and owner of Le Edit, Bianca Acke.
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Driving Pottery 
It’s hard to remember sometimes that 
the original purpose for the Driving 
Creek Railway was to bring clay 
down to Barry Brickell’s pottery 
behind Coromandel township. 

As the railway flourished and 
developed, including the EyeFull 
Tower, to become the tourist attraction 
it is, it has almost overshadowed 
Barry’s original pottery.

Don’t be confused however. 
Pottery is alive and well at Driving 
Creek Railway, running scheduled 
classes and introducing newcomers 
to the art of the potter.

Instructor Sam Ireland takes as 
many as six students in a class, and 
over the course of 90 minutes has 
even complete novices turning out 
simple clay pottery items. For an 
additional fee, students can have 
their pots fired, glazed and returned 
to them.

From the introductory classes, there 
are also eight-week courses for those 
wanting to take their pottery more 
seriously. Sam says, “Its especially 
gratifying when people buy their 
own wheels and kilns, and begin to 
explore pottery by themselves.” 

Pottery never went out of style at 
Driving Creek Railway, and it seems 
that anyone can join the fun, although 
bookings are essential.

Photo right: Pottery instructor, Sam 
Ireland inspects a pot for student 
Amy Cui.
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What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAL EVENTS
July School holiday fun at Mercury Bay and 
Tairua Libraries
Creative workshops and DIY sessions, Monday 
11 - Friday 22 July (excluding weekends). 
For more information and workshop times, see 
the TCDC website: www.tcdc.govt.nz/libraries. 
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 15 October. Five distances ranging 
from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.
co.nz for more information and to enter.
Whitianga Firemen's Stair Challenge 
Sunday 31 July, 2:00pm, Whitianga Town Plaza 
(next to the Skate Park).
Ladies Night Charity Event
Friday, 5 August, 4:00pm, Stihl Shop 
2/1 Blacksmith Lane.

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE 
DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAY BE 
CANCELLED AT SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Justices of the Peace
Barbara Blair: Phone (07) 866 5181 or (021) 310 351
Bess Kingi Edmonds: Phone (07) 866 5277
Derek Collier: Phone (027) 436 8444
Noel Hewlett: Phone (021) 177 4852
David Harvey: Phone (021) 177 4852
Peter Bould: Phone (021) 923 198
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - 
Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 
9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm.
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open 
Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am 
- 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed 
for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen 
due to Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: 
Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 
4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on 
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 
6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street. 
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more 
information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on 
(07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. 
For those affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social 
Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 

people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street 
from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, 
housie, etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian 
Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various 
times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify 
their computers and to learn more about new 
communications and information technology. For more 
information contact Sheryl Carruthers on (021) 022 62504 
or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 
noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the 
diesel truck stop. All welcome.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm 
at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us 
for a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone 
Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Creative Fibre NZ 1972
Spin, knit, weave, crochet. Meets fi rst and third Wednesday 
of every month, 10:00am to 1:00pm, supper room 
of Mercury Bay Hall. Phone: (07) 866 3225 or 0272565016.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at 
the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more 
information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on 
(021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more 
information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F 
White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free 
entry. Visitors welcome.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 
10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat 
well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight 

wisely. Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on 
(027) 294 1750 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town 
Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan 
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more 
information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every 
Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is 
also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as an 
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs 
$5 per session, which includes equipment and training. 
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact 
Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the 
Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. 
Phone Anne on (07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more 
information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at 
the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. 
Phone Carol on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday 
at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook 
Drive, Whitianga. For more information phone Gavin on 
(07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the 
Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Kūaotunu Dune Care
Meets every third Wednesday of the month. Protecting 
the dunes by removing weeds and rubbish and planting 
native dune plants. If you would like to get involved 
please emailkuaotunudunecare@gmail.com to get on the 
emailing list.
Cooks Beach Care Group
Meet new friends, learn about conservation and make a 
difference. We meet for hands-on weeding and planting 
Thursdays, 9 - 11am. Text  Adele on 021 201 6625 or 
register on www.cooksbeachcare.org.nz.

Mercury Bay Environmental Trust
Meets every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am-11:00am, 
location advised prior. Volunteering with nature is excellent 
for general well-being and helps protect our coastal 
environment, and a great way to make new friends. For 
more info or to get involved, please go to www.mbet.co.nz 
or email mbenvironmentaltrust@gmail.com.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am 
- 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on 
(07) 866 3264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more 
information.
American Muscle Street & Custom Club Whitianga 
Club meetings fi rst Sunday of the month, 11:00am at 
Smittys for cars and coffee. Phone Reg and Julie Smith 
on 027 493 5822.
“Live Well Plant Based Cooking Workshops” First 
Sunday of month, 2:00pm - 3:30pm. 7 August - Town Hall, 
4 September - Town Hall, 6 October - Town Hall. Register 
for free. Text/call 022 354 4069 and/or just come along.
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Kirby Faulkner 
027 436 9990

Marketing  
Consultant

Ann Hamilton 
027 488 6675

Marketing  
Consultant

Noelene Bellingham 
027 280 8477

Marketing  
Consultant

Peter MacGregor 
027 224 7332

Marketing  
Consultant

Grace Pene 
027 862 4002 

Marketing  
Consultant

Dayle Candy 
027 433 6862

Marketing  
Consultant

Dave Frew 
027 491 8420

Marketing  
Consultant

Katrina Carlyon 
021 724 200

Marketing  
Consultant

Kirstin Brown
027 301 1775

Marketing  
Consultant

Call now for your private appointment or see advertised open homes and view all our listings at www.harcourtscoromandel.co.nz
Lance Parker 
021 041 2587
Marketing  
Consultant

harcourts.co.nz Harcourts Whitianga  • 71 Albert Street  P 07 866 4981Coromandel Beaches Realty Ltd: Licenced Agent REAA 2008

Whitianga,  106 Wharekaho Road

For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21705 
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

• Enjoy 180 degree sea & island views &  
   beautiful sunsets.
• 4 bdrms, 3 bthrms plus a 2 bdrm,1 bthrm 
   sleepout!
• Step out and feel the sand between your toes!

Whitianga,  15 Leeward Drive
• Large 4 bdrm, 3 bthrm home with 3 living 
   areas & modern kitchen.
• Berthage for up to a 20m boat on a pontoon 
   with power & water.
• 3 outdoor living areas, furnished loggia and
   established gardens.
For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21688 
Peter MacGregor 
M 027 224 7332

Whitianga,  9 Wai-iti Terrace    
• Located in a well-respected cul-de-sac close 
   to the beach, sea views from the 2nd level.
• It’s a great buy for size, potential, beautiful 
   gardens & tranquil surroundings.
• More than 4 rooms used as bdrms, 2 bthrms 
   + extra lounge/office/rumpus.
For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21715 
Kirby Faulkner 027 436 9990
Lance Parker 021 041 2587

Whitianga,  16 Tironui Place
• The elevated position gives stunning views 
   over Mercury Bay & rural landscapes.
• Boasting 3 double bdrms, 2 bthrms, open 
   plan kitchen, dining & lounge.
• Large entertainers deck. Just a 7 minute 
   drive to the beach.
For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21727 
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

Tairua,  56 Rewa Rewa Valley Road
• Designed to capture a balance of natural landscape, privacy and functionality with a flare of   
   country style.
• Large open plan living areas, grand stone fireplace, luxury bathrooms with monsoon showers,    
   private garden views and a wet sauna.
• Welcome guests into the separate self-contained chalet, enjoy the fresh water stream and 2 
   ponds in the well-established gardens.

Cooks Beach,  108 Captain Cook Road
• Sunny, north facing, big hearted family home on 809sqm (mol) site with beautiful sea views.
• 6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms and lovely cosy wood burner in the lounge.
• The rumpus & downstairs area has fabulous new flooring & the internal access garage would  
   make a fantastic games room. 
• For the fisher folk there’s a large double boat garage with fish bench and garden shed.
For Sale Auction On Site 1pm on 23rd July (unless sold prior) 
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0001 
Paulette & Hendry Tainsh 
M 027 241 2001

For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/TRU4265 
Philippa Evans 021 266 9295
Amy Gayford 027 371 2145

NEW
LISTING

Whitianga,  130 Buffalo Beach Road
• On a corner site across from Buffalo Beach, 
   this lovely home is just perfect.
• Totally refurbished 3 bdrm with new kitchen, 
   carpet & flooring.
• Outdoor sun trap plus 2 single garages 
   complete the picture.
For Sale By negotiation  
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21725 
Anne Hamilton
M 027 488 6675

AUCTION

Whitianga,  25b Arthur Street             
• Large north facing deck & living capture all 
   day sun.
• Fully fenced site for children & pets and 
   low maintenance gardens.
• Affordable lock up and leave is an easy 
   walk to the boat ramp & school.
For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21691 
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

Whitianga,  8 Oribi Place
• This lovingly maintained, 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom home is set on a 830sqm (mol) site in a 
   desirable cul-de-sac.
• Boasting an office/5th bedroom, dining and open plan kitchen plus a second lounge opening to 
   the substantial deck.
• The triple garage with enough room for the cars or water toys completes the picture.
For Sale Deadline Sale 4pm 29th July (unless sold prior) 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718 
Grace Pene 
M 027 862 4002

DEADLINE 
SALE

Whitianga,  16a Jackman Avenue

For Sale $795,000 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21729 
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

• Tidy & comfortable 3 bdrm charmer - a great 
   first home/bach or potential rental.
• Heat pump, spacious bthrm, extra outdoor 
   shower, fish bench & easy-care grounds.
• Ramp access & automatic garage door - a 
   breeze for retirees!  

Whitianga,  4a Nicholas Avenue
• 3 bedroom home with ensuite, HRV and 
   sunny outdoor patio area.
• Close to town, cafes and supermarkets – 
   leave the car at home!
• Easy maintenance - perfect if you’re looking 
   to free up your precious weekends.

For Sale $875,000 
View harcourts.co.nz/ WI21718 
Noelene Bellingham 
M 027 280 8477

Whitianga,  2 Roseberry Place   
• Waterways – just like new but with none of 
   the wait!
• 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms, open plan living and 
   conservatory.
• Archgola & double internal access garage &   
   boat ramp access.
For Sale By negotiation 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21720 
Peter MacGregor 
M 027 224 7332

Whitianga,  18 Pacific Place
• 3 good sized bedrooms, ensuite PLUS huge 
   office space & more!
• Open plan kitchen, dining & living area,  
   separate TV room, study rooms.
• Well maintained, good backyard access, 
   300m (approx) to Buffalo Beach!
For Sale Offers over $1.4m 
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718 
Noelene Bellingham
M 027 280 8477



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1011 - 19 July 2022Page 16

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

  

49 Albert Street, Whitianga 
whitianga@richardsons.co.nz        07 866 2373      www.richardsons.co.nz 

• 

• 

• 

• 

//   //

 

2 1 

National Bird Survey attracted locals
By Pam Ferla

Nine-year-old Levon Baer-Harwood of 
Whenuakite spent an hour wandering around 
his family’s fi ve-acre orchard recently 
taking note of the birds he saw. Along with 
ornithologist, Tony Wilson of Whitianga, 
he was one many nature-lovers taking part 
in the annual New Zealand Garden Bird 
Survey. The on-line survey invited people to 
record the number and species of birds they 
saw during one hour in their garden, marae, 
local park or school grounds. It took place 
between June 25 and July 3. When collated, 
the results help researchers identify trends in 
bird populations.

Walking between apple and orange trees 
and by “the big gum trees”, Levon recorded 
six fantails, one hawk, a kingfi sher and a 
pheasant. When he hopped on his bike, a 
group of quail scurried by and their fast tiny 
legs made him laugh. “But the best thing”, 
says the enthusiastic Levon, “was suddenly 
spotting a Kereru only a couple of metres 
away. It was so close it startled me.” Levon 
is home-schooled by his parents Diana Baer 

and Roger Harwood. He says his favourite 
birds are fantails, and eagles because they fl y 
so high.

Tony Wilson has been a professional bird-
watching guide for overseas tourists.  Along 
with his wife Carol Harker, he now runs their 
Mastercraft Kitchens business in Whitianga. 
Tony took time on a Sunday evening to do the 
survey and get a snapshot of bird activity in 
the area. He noted that there were few birds 
around during early evening but he did see 
some tui and a kereru heading off  to roost 
for the night. “I have noticed over the last 
ten years that there has been a proliferation 
of the spotted dove, from being quite rare 
to being quite common around Whitianga.” 
His favourite New Zealand garden bird is the 
tui, especially at this time of the year. “This 
is because of its charismatic range of calls 
and exquisite colouring, the bird’s feathers 
are amazing.” Tony is enthusiastic about the 
national survey because it encourages people 
to take time out and appreciate birds in their 
neighbourhood, and is also an incentive for 
children to appreciate bird life.

Previous results: The good news coming 
from last year’s survey showed that nationally 
kereru numbers increased rapidly over the 
past fi ve years (57%). Fantails were up 47% 
over the past 10 years and tuis have increased 
by 30% in that time. However, bellbirds show 
little change over the past fi ve years and 
silvereye only a moderate increase. Statistics 
on introduced species such as song thrush, 
house sparrows, dunnock and chaffi  nch also 
show little change over the past fi ve years.

Goldfi nch have shown a shallow increase 
over 10 years and starlings continue to 
decline. Nationally there has been little 
change in myna counts, except in Wellington, 
where they have increased 202% in the past 
ten years. Levon Baer-Harwood (9) of Whenuakite enjoyed taking part in the national bird survey.
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Ray White can turn your 
local knowledge into a local career.

Reuben van Dorsten
021 104 6060
reuben.vandorsten@raywhite.com

RAY WHITE

If you want more in your career,  
we want you.

Ray White can turn your  
local knowledge into a local career.

Reuben van Dorsten
021 104 6060
reuben.vandorsten@raywhite.com

rwwhitianga.co.nz

J O I N  R AY W H I T E

P R O U D LY R AY W H I T EPROUDLY  

Another sold.

rwwhitianga.co.nz
White Sands Realty Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

Interested in 
finding out more?

 Ray White Whitianga
 07 866 2190

24 Topping Place
Whitianga 

51/18 Eyre street 
Whitianga 

This could be your property. 74 Leeward Drive
Whitianga 







 

Interested in
finding out more?

Another sold.

BRIAN TUNNICLIFFE MOTOR GROUP

2016 Nissan Navara 
ST-X 2WD Auto

$35,990

2017 Nissan Note 
E-Power Hybrid

$19,990

2021 Nissan Navara 
St 2.3D Auto

$41,990

2013 Honda Fit 
Hybrid Hatchback

21 Campbell street,  Whitianga

Chris Ward M: 027 476 1828        Fiona Kettlewell M: 021 299 5506

07 866 2499

Sale Enquiries
Nicole Lowe 021 902 166

2009 Suzuki SX4 
Glxha2 Ltd 4WD Auto

$6,990
2017 SsangYong Actyon 
Workmate 2WD Auto

$21,990

$15,990
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 the fuss is about!

Autobarn are your 
Isuzu Parts & 

Service Agency 
on the Coromandel 

Peninsula

• Repairs • Servicing • Diagnostics
• Warrant of Fitness  • Batteries 
• Warranty and Fleet Work
• Member of Auto Super       
    Shoppes NZ
• MTA Assured

15 Cambell Street, Whitianga
07 866 2245 or 027 4736114
www.autobarnwhitianga.co.nz

TEST
DRIVE
NOW

Paeroa 07 862 8715 | Thames 07 868 9591

ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER?
Talk to Bill from Dynamic Electrical, 

he will advise you on choosing the right Heat Pump

P 027 271 4803  E billbenjamin55@yahoo.com
www.dynamicelectrical-whitianga.co.nz

Available now for in home Consultations!

D-Max: Big, Bold and Beautiful
Test drive available
The latest generation of Isuzu’s D-Max is 
fi nally here at Autobarn in Whitianga, ready 
to be viewed and test driven. Isuzu has earned 
a solid reputation for its unbreakable D-Max 
vehicles, and the new one is even tougher. 
A new, 20% stronger chassis and redesigned 
suspension underpins a new, even more 
comfortable, 5-Star Safety Rated cabin. 

Recognising that 
a lot of D-Max 
owners spend 
considerable time 
behind the wheel, the 
cabin is luxuriously 
appointed. There are 
automatic and manual 
air conditioning 
options available, 
depending on the cab 
confi guration. There are 6-way adjustable 
driver’s seats, with the steering wheel 
adjustable for height and reach. The top-
of-the-line X-Terrain models feature 8-way 
adjustable seats with electric lumbar support.

Prominent in the centre console is a 
seven inch touch-screen control centre, that 
supports Android Auto and Apple CarPlay, as 
well as reversing camera and front and rear 
parking sensors.

There’s also the full suite of driver aids, 
from  ABS braking, to autonomous emergency 
braking, forward collision warning, lane 
assist and traffi  c sign recognition. There are 
also blind spot monitors fi tted to the side 
mirrors.

Up front, there’s Isuzu’s trusted diesel 
technology. With more than 26 million 
engines produced, the new Isuzu D-Max 

engine represents the state of the art. The 
3-litre Euro5-rated 4JJ3-TCX engine features 
common-rail fuel injection, chain driven 
camshafts and an incredible 450-Nm of 
stump-pulling torque, available from just 
1,600rpm. Maximum power is 140Kw @ 
3,600 rpm.

Shackled to a six-speed automatic 
transmission, it 
automatically adapts 
to your driving style, 
and also off ers a 
sequential ‘Sports’ 
mode. The manual 
‘box is also upgraded, 
with a new short-
throw shift, and a 
’dual mass’ fl ywheel 
that absorb engine 

vibration, making for an even quieter, 
smoother driver experience.

Today’s Isuzu  D-Max is a world removed 
from the ‘utes’ of old. It drives and rides like 
a car over any terrain, and it comes with a 
reputation for going the extra distance, in 
terms of economy and reliability. But don’t 
take our word for it. Until the end of August, 
you can book a test drive with Autobarn who 
are working with Linn Motors of Thames  to 
provide comprehensive diagnostic and service 
support for the D-Max on the Peninsula. Just 
ring and book, bring your full drivers’ license, 
and see for yourself how the Isuzu D-Max 
will change the way you experience life. 

Among the fi fteen diff erent confi gurations 
available, there are double and single cab 
options, including a cab-and-chassis version, 
all with four-wheel drive fi tted as standard.

Future Proofi ng on Beachfront
Saturday morning, 16 July was a ‘planting working bee’ on the beach front at Whitianga.  It was led  by  
Andrea Whitehead, TCDC’s Coastal Co-ordinator,  with Kim Lowry of Mercury Bay Environmental Trust 
drilling the holes to make ready for planting. 
Recreation Reserves staff, many volunteers, some children,  all joined in the careful planting with specifi c 
plants having to be placed in pre- designated areas from roadside down to beach front. It was not easy 
work, but no one was idle and everyone was involved. 
Spinifex, Knobby Club Rush, Pohuehue (Muehlenbeckia), Pingo were the plants of choice.  Perhaps the 
best job of the day was distributing the slow release fertiliser pellets referred to as “lollies.” These were 
to be dropped singly down the drill holes.  
All of this work  is key to the building of low protective sand dunes  and the restoring of large areas erosion 
resistant planting on the beaches. 
There are numerous working bees of planting of this kind happening throughout the Mercury Bay coastline 
and around the whole Coromandel, supported and resourced by TCDC but largely done by volunteers; in 
some cases the volunteer groups raising the funds for plants themselves. It is a parable of the commitment 
to protect the coastline and restore diversity to our habitats, as well as helping ensure humans have a 
long and safer future. 
James Kirkwood, one  of the Saturday volunteers,  had arrived the night before from Auckland on holiday. 
His father, Tom, of Recreation Reserves had volunteered him early that morning. “It’s got to be done’ 
said James.
Alicia Lose, another volunteer, competently explained how the Spinifex encourages the growth of gentle 
sloping dunes. Wayne Moss assisted by Henry Hurley, prepared the sausage sizzle morning tea, an 
essential for every working bee. There are many stages to Thames Coromandel District Council’s shore 
protection plan and these kinds of plantings are the fi rst step and most effective against the smaller of 
our big storm, high tide events.

Holiday recruit, James Kirkwood (at right) with his Dad (left), Tom Kirkwood, at the beach 
planting.along with Kim Lowry, chief hole driller.

Caption
Caption
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(07) 866 0164 | WHITIANGAWATERWAYS.CO.NZ

UPDATE JULY 2022
Winter	has	well	and	truly	arrived	with	some	reasonable	rain	events	making	working	condi�	ons	more	
challenging. The area has certainly had its fair share of rain this month. 
Medical Centre
Works	on	the	new	centre	are	progressing	well	despite	the	inclement	weather.	The	fl	oor	has	been	poured	
and the block work is well underway. The next large milestone will be the arrival of the steel in mid-
August. Civil works on the site have progressed that most of the pipework is in the ground. In the coming 
weeks	the	carpark	will	be	formed,	so	a	laydown	area	for	the	construc�	on	will	be	available	to	the	builder.	
Re� rement Village
While the machinery is on site, some enabling works will take place on the future village site. 
These	groundworks	will	 see	building	pla�	orms	elevated	 to	 the	correct	 levels	and	 road	ways	cleared.	
In	�	me	the	bund	along	Joan	Gaskell	Drive	will	also	be	removed.	
New Joan Gaskell Intersec� on 
With	this	new	development,	a	new	intersec�	on	will	be	constructed	into	the	site.	The	Traffi		c	Management	plan	for	these	works	has	been	issued	and	soon	vehicular	
traffi		c	 travelling	along	 Joan	Gaskell	 in	each	direc�	on	may	experience	some	delays	as	 these	works	 take	place.	More	details	will	be	posted	once	 these	works	
are programmed. 
Dockside
The	steel	structure	con�	nues	to	take	shape	and	in	the	coming	week	the	fl	oor	will	be	poured.	Scaff	olding	is	being	erected	in	prepara�	on	of	the	work	in	the	gables.	
Stage Informa� on
The	Kupe	Drive	extension	 is	all	 complete	and	 just	wai�	ng	 for	 the	 required	documenta�	on	 to	be	 signed	off	,	 and	 then	 the	 roads	will	be	open	 to	 the	public.	
Final	works	are	underway	in	ge�		ng	the	canal	ready	for	fl	ooding.	Comple�	on	of	works	are	around	a	future	and	fi	nal	canal	trimming.	The	stage	14	bridge	abutments	
are	con�	nuing	to	rise	from	the	canal	fl	oor	while	beams	and	the	upper	structure	are	currently	being	manufactured	off	-site.		
Marathon
To	all	those	individuals	pounding	the	streets	in	readiness	for	the	Whi�	anga	Marathon,	keep	it	up,	as	they	say	its	about	the	journey,	not	the	des�	na�	on,	Whi�	anga	
Waterways	is	proud	to	be	associated	with	this	event	and	wish	all	par�	cipants	the	best	of	luck.	You	have	got	a	bit	of	�	me	un�	l	marathon	day	Saturday,	15	October.
For	any	enquiries,	please	give	us	a	call	or	pop	in	to	the	offi		ce	on	Joan	Gaskell	Drive.	
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Community Service Awards 2022
Our Community Service Awards are a way of giving 
some well-deserved recognition to unsung heroes of 
our communities.
Know someone who deserves to be honoured for their 
hard work? You can nominate a local hero by visiting our 
website and completing a nomination form at 
tcdc.govt.nz/csa

COROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 20 July, 2022

TC
DC

/2
27
9

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

Nominations open 
for local elections
If you're looking to stand for Mayor, Council or a 
Community Board in the coming elections and 
want a heads-up on the key strategic issues for our 
Council, our Pre-Election Report is now available.

This is our Council's guide to what's involved in being 
an elected member and some of the larger issues we 
are facing, including the big ones of Climate Change, 
Three Waters (wastewater, stormwater and drinking 
water) reforms and the current ministerial review of 
local government.

These reforms and legislative changes are likely to result in 
signi� cant changes to the current structures, functions and 
powers of local bodies, so this report is a great way to get 
up to speed.

Pre-Election Reports are prepared independently of Elected 
Members and required by law to include the Council’s 
� nancial position and upcoming major projects.

How to vote:
If you live in the Coromandel make sure you’re on the 
Parliamentary Roll: vote.nz

If you don’t live here but pay rates here, make sure 
you’re on the Ratepayer Roll: tcdc.govt.nz/election

Apply now for our 
Community Board grants

Each Community Board area has a contestable 
grants pool to encourage and support not-for-profi t 
organisations that have a positive impact on the 
community.
Mercury Bay Community Board – $24,000
Applications close 31 July. tcdc.govt.nz/cbgrants

From 1 August you’ll be able to pay for boat trailer parking 
and launching with a new, easy to use QR code system – 
right at the boat ramp.

Not able to pay by QR code? No problem, you’ll still be 
able to purchase passes from our Council o�  ces and 
participating retailers.

Find out what the Three 
Waters Reform means for 

the Coromandel

Three Waters 
Reform

 tcdc.govt.nz/threewatersreform

The government’s legislation on the Three Waters Reform is 
in the Select Committee process. This is 
now the opportunity for people to put in a submission on 
the government’s reforms. Go to the parliament.nz website 
by 22 July to let the government know what you think about 
this important reform to the provision of water services.

Our Council rati� ed its submission to the Bill at its 14 July 
meeting. Details will be posted to 
tcdc.govt.nzthreewatersreform

Get more community 
funding support

We’ve partnered with Funding HQ and will be hosting 
workshops around the district this month to help you 
diversify your funding options. This is so groups can 
look at what other avenues may be available for funding 
other than the Community Board grants.
Whitianga: Tuesday 26 July, 9am - 12.30pm at the 
Mercury Bay Service Centre, 10 Monk St.
RSVP lisa.church@tcdc.govt.nz

tcdc.govt.nz/fundinghq

Get more 
community 
funding 
support

Get more 
community 

$

$$

$$ $

$

The Pre-Election Report is available at 
tcdc.govt.nz/election or our Customer Service desks.
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“Has worked very hard and 
kept us continually up-to-date.
Rob has changed my opinion 
of land agents.”
Ruth H, Whitianga

What the client’s say
A huge appreciative real estate thank you to all our clients, customers, colleagues, 

friends and family for your loyalty, trust and support over the last year or so…
We really appreciate you and here’s a rough snapshot in numbers

Thank you from 
Team Ball: Rob & Ange

41 SOLD list/sell/share legs - thank you
8 Record SOLD prices for valued clients (property type/sale date)
183 Open homes conducted for valued clients
51 Gifts for valued clients, customers, organisations & colleagues
2 Fundraising auctions for local organisations (19 to date) 
51 Signed written offers for valued clients

Rob Ball & Ange Ball
Negotiators, listeners, advisors
Rob - M: 021 0238 9767
Ange - M: 021 131 8525

rob.ball@ballandco.nz
Licensed real estate consultants - REAA 2008Licensed real estate consultants - REAA 2008

AndCo Realty 12 Limited 
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

PO Box 430, 72 Albert Street, Whitianga, NZ

122 Buffalo Beach Road, Whitianga 
• 5 x studio, 3 x 1 bdrm & 3 bdrm penthouse/views.
• Modern, diligently maintained & well equipped.
• Options for investors, operators & beach 
   life-stylers.

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE Price by Negotiation (plus GST if any)
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

22 Catherine Crescent, Whitianga 
• Light and spacious three bedroom family home 
   and investment. 
• Northerly & sunny with heat-pump & solar/electric 
   water-heating.
• Large separate garaging with possibilities PLUS 
   off-street parking.
SOLD for results like this call Ball & Co Realty
Well done to our lovely vendors and purchasers 
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

18 Roseberry Place, Whitianga 
• Sunny & modern 4 bdrm Waterways family/
   executive home.
• Heated floors, heat-pump, DVS, solar-power & more.
• Internal access double garaging PLUS off-street 
   parking. 

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

40 Spikes Way, Whitianga 
• Contemporary coastal retreat with lovely water/
   sea-view setting.
• Guest/family accommodation wing with decking 
   & access to front 
• Internal access garaging PLUS extensive boat/ 
   vehicle parking.

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE Price by Negotiation 
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

5b Pohutukawa Grove, Whitianga  
• Sunny seaview 3 bdrm coastal beach/bush  
   retreat… just relax.
• Gorgeous ‘mature bush & park-like’ setting with 
   lovely edibles.
• Highly sought-after secluded & elevated ‘Grove’  
   cul-de-sac.

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE $1,290,000
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

12 Miro Place, Whitianga  

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE Price by Negotiation 
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

39 Whitby Avenue, Whitianga  
• Neat easy-care 2 bdrm bungalow with northerly 
   decking and heat-pump.
• Large garage with multiple rooms/spaces PLUS 
   free-standing boat/car-port.
• Secluded 873m2 (MOL) flat fenced freehold 
   section plus walking to town.

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private viewings - thank you
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

Lot 1, 247 Cook Drive, Whitianga 
• Affordable sunny 3drm 2 bthrm family home with 
   seaward views.
• Flat fenced freehold section; reserve next door & 
   walk to beach.
• Well-regarded Cook Dr location - easy to town 
   centre amenities.

Scan barcode to view property details

FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private viewings - thank you
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767  
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

• Bright full of delight stunning sea-view 3 bdrm 
   beach-style home.
• Large 876m2 (MOL) section with lovely park/bush 
   setting.
• Highly desirable elevated “Centennial Heights” 
   cul-de-sac position.

Call now to view or see advertised open homes    www.ballandco.nz

A new answer to clean and safe water
Safe H2O’s water purifi cation and water tank 
cleaning service is turning the traditional 
model of cleaning water tanks on its head.

As CEO Hamish Grey explains, 
“Traditionally when cleaning a water tank you 
empty the tank, muck it out and then refi ll the 
tank.  Safe H2O’s innovative process cleans 
both the water and the tank.  It vacuums the 
sediment from the tank and then fi lters the 
water through three levels of fi ltration ending 
in nano-fi ltration. This removes anything 
larger than 0.001 microns and renders the 
water safe of anything detrimental to your 
health. The purifi ed water is returned to the 
tank ready for use.

“...water is perfect... no smell 
or taste, just clean water.”

Over time water tanks build up sediment from 
leaf matter, dust, pollen, sand and the like. This 
layer can become dense in a very short period 
of time. The sediment can act as a breeding 
ground and food source for potentially 
harmful bacteria that can lead to ill health.  
This sediment should be removed regularly, 
and the Ministry of Health recommends 
annual inspections and regular cleaning of 
tanks - a task often overlooked. The Safe H20 
process of treating both the tank and the water 
in the tank is unique in ensuring the retained 
water is both clean and safe to drink for the 
whole household.

As Grey says, “After vacuuming the water it 
looks clean to the naked eye. However, there 
are always solids in solution that can’t be seen 
and need to be safely removed through the 
fi ltration process. At the end of this process 
customers are left with both a clean tank and 
water fi t for immediate use - and all this without 

having to purchase replacement water.”
The feedback from customers has been 

fantastic.  As recent customer, Peter Seers, 
puts it, “Awesome service. Arrived on time, 
water is perfect... no smell or taste, just clean 
water. Tanks are spotless and way better than 
I expected.”

Water is a precious commodity and 
increasingly so as we experience the impact 
of climate change. Safe H2O has saved 
nearly 200 million litres of water, with a 
replacement value of over $4.5 million, to 

date using their process as opposed to the 
traditional tank cleaning method.  The Safe 
H2O process provides a double benefi t. It 
benefi ts the environment as it preserves an 
increasingly precious resource – water, and 
it provides economic benefi ts through saving 
money by not requiring replacement water to 
be purchased.

Hamish says, “With the Safe H2O process 
retaining your water, it makes cleaning 
your tanks and water when they are full, an 
excellent option. “Too often we get calls in 

summer where water deliveries have been 
made and they have stirred up the sediment 
in the bottom of the tank that has not been 
attended to.  While we have plenty of water 
now is a good time to prepare your water tank 
for the drier summer months ahead, so you go 
into that period with both purifi ed water and a 
clean full tank”.
Safe H2O are operating in Coromandel 
regularly and welcome any enquiries 
on 0800 723 342 or visit our website 
www.safeh20.co.nz.

Safe H20's vehicle onsite. Their service is available to the whole of the Coromandel Peninsula.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

 
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 1011

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket from New World Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/
photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must 
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

KEY CUTTING ALSO 
AVAILABLE ON SITE

Whitianga Hardware
67 Cook Drive, Whitianga

whhka@xtra.co.nz • 07 866 5767 or 027 527 2993

WELDING
EQUIPMENT

IN STORE NOW!

Esseti

65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA CALL TODAY: 07 866 0606

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS. 

See page 24 for last week’s Crossword solution and winner

ACROSS 
1.   Assortment
5.   Money rolls
7.   Make bet
8.   Tiny island
9.   Resentful desire
10. Keepsake
11. Grills
13. Strike with foot
14. Cowardly
18. Cruelty

21. Lose (fur)
22. Peacock & ...
24. Social blunder
25. Authentic
26. Leak slowly
27. Not as common
28. Small vipers
29. Quivers

DOWN
1.   Collectively
2.   Brewed drinks

3.   Large jugs
4.   Ever youthful
5.   Ruined
6.   Gadgets
12. Also
15. Entreats
16. Paying guests
17. Battle
19. One-spot card
20. Bodyguards
22. Tapering fruit
23. Scent
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Coastline Pool and Spa Ltd

info@spapool.co.nz

- Sales

- Service
- Maintenance

Chemicals • Pumps 
Filters•Covers•Heaters

P - (07) 211 9445  
Nathan - 021 653 907

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA. CALL 07 866 0606 

Book launch - the edge of faith
Former Anglican Bishop of Auckland, Bruce 
Gilberd will be launching his latest book “One 
Thought for Today”,  at  11:00am, Sunday 
24 July at St Francis House, Main Road, 
Tairua. It follows the 
publication of other thought-
provoking books by the same 
author. 

Bruce says the aim of his 
book is to encourage people to 
refl ect on a daily basis.  “After 
my last book, I thought maybe 
there’s more to off er from an 
old geeser like me who has 
tried to pray all his life, and 
likes to think things through. 
This book is for people on the 
edge of faith, or looking at 
faith from various angles. It 
invites the reader to go deeper and recognise 
that there’s an inner life for us to nuture, 
which in turn brings a diff erent perspective 
on life and the scheme of things.” He believes 
that the way into learning about ourselves and 
what’s going on around us is to frequently be 
silent and set aside ‘technical mechanisms’. 
“Silence, in a waiting and receptive mode, is 
essential for our awareness of what’s going 
on in and around us and what God is doing. 
Getting in to the habit of stopping for a while 
and being silent should be like the habit of 
taking your medication, making it a part of 
your daily routine.”

This  publication, which took a couple of 
years to complete, also focuses on pilgrimage.  
Bruce sees this as an inward as well as 
outward journey.  “I think we have an inward 
journey to discover who we are and what‘s 
required of us by our maker. But there’s also 
an outward journey in society, in things like 
our relationships and what contributions we 

might make. Sometimes both these journeys 
can be enhanced by going to places of 
pilgrimage such as Iona or Assisi. You can 
go as a tourist or to learn something about 

why that place is important. 
You can also go as a pilgrim 
seeking guidance - you decide 
your priority. The idea of 
‘walking in the way’ is my 
theme throughout this book.”

Bruce believes we need to 
have faith with understanding, 
not just blind faith, “because 
we have been given brains to 
use.” He says prayer has four 
sources: the Biblical record, 
our reason, what others have 
made of faith down the ages, 
and our own experiences. 

“If you combine these four you will get 
something pretty good, and this is the basis 
of my book. If you think books about silence, 
refl ection and God are not your cup of tea, 
then check out topics like Hope, Change, 
News, Setbacks, Confl ict, Parents and even 
Gannets. These beautiful birds of the ocean 
fl y high in order to get an overview before 
diving down to focus on their catch, and the 
question we’re asked to consider is, “Are 
we constantly attending to detail rather than 
pausing to gain an overview?”

Bruce is a Bachelor of Science and a Scholar 
in Theology. He was ordained in the Anglican 
Church in 1962 and served as parish priest, 
industrial chaplain, theological educator, 
school chaplain and as Bishop of Auckland. 
In 2002 he was appointed a Companion of 
New Zealand Order of Merit for services to 
the community. He now lives in Tairua with 
his wife Pat.

Overwhelming outcome with 
Winter Drive team
Alana Baker and  Whitianga Social Services

“The annual Winter Drive for families in need within the Mercury Bay community has received 
heart warming support,” says organiser Alana Baker of Bayleys Real Estate, Whitianga. In total, 
the drive received 32 brand new children's jackets and 60 brand new children’s gum boots. 
On top of the gum boots and jackets, Bayleys Real Estate, Whitianga has donated a further 41 
brand new blankets to supplement these winter packs. 
Families who can benefi t from some extra help this winter, receive these packs. A family can 
self-refer or be referred from Whitianga Social Services(WSS) or the Mercury Bay Area School.  
Almost all of the packs have been distributed through Whitianga Social Services. This teaming 
up by Alana with Whitianga Social Services means that a family receives the extra wrap-
around support and resources that 
make such a signifi cant positive 
difference for the household. WSS 
representative, Stacey Gaskell 
said, “Families in need of these 
packs have provided information, 
including children's clothing and 
gumboots size, so we can ensure the 
best result in allocating clothing and 
gumboots. We also include a food 
pack to help ease the extra  fi nancial 
strain through winter. The food pack 
includes meat, fresh and frozen 
vegetables, milk, dairy spread and 
varied pantry staples plus toiletries, 
if needed.  In addition, we ask clients 
to select what would be helpful from 
the following: umbrellas, heaters, 
warm socks, and hot water bottles.”
Alana is proud of the Mercury Bay 
community coming together to 
givein such a practical way and 
looks forward to working alongside 
Whitianga Social Services in 2023 
for the next Winter Drive.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Stuart Dean

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail,  
or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, 
Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner 
must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if 
allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
"Kāore e taea te aha." - "Nothing can be done about it."

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at our new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page.

 Sudoku Puzzle 1011

Last week’s Crossword solution

Last week’s winner - Lydia Turner
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Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1182
Fishing Report  

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA. CALL 07 866 0606 

Despite the recent atrocious weather, fi shing 
for the table is still holding up well, with good 
snapper of 2 to 3 kg, the odd tarakihi available 
on the off shore reefs, and gurnard arriving on 
the sand. I also managed to catch two blue 
cod over 2 kg at the end of June. These prime 
eating fi sh came from the plateau that rises 
about halfway out between the Goblin and 
Castle Islands and were the largest of this 
species I have caught in our waters. Land-
based fi shing  is also fi ring with Steve Singer 
landing a 7.375 kg snapper on 15 kg off  the 
rocks north of Sailor’s Grave.

Congratulations to Melita Dean for the 
tag and release of a striped marlin on 3 July; 
this fi sh being the fi rst marlin for our club 
and New Zealand for the new season which 
commenced on 1 July.

Our six week long Kilwell competition was 
held from Saturday, 7May through Saturday 
25 June. The heaviest snapper, at 8.180kg, 
was caught by Ian Jowett, heaviest kahawai 
a fi sh of 2.240kg, was caught by Julie Elliot, 
heaviest trevally, a fi sh of 2.425kg, was 
caught by Frank Watkins, and fi rst junior was 
Cruz Kilpatrick with a snapper of 1.120kg. 
The Kilwell Cup was won by Julie Elliot with 
a total of 11.395kg from one each of the three 
species, and she was also top lady angler for 
the competition, with her snapper of 7.580kg.

Shooting: There were 15 licensed shooters 
in the shooting section and 36 geese were 
shot. Noah Clarke won the heaviest goose at 
4.940kg, and Harry Clark, most geese, with 
nine birds. 

Our inaugural Ace Towing Southern Bluefi n 

Tuna Tournament commenced on Tuesday, 
28  June, and will conclude at 4:00pm on 
Saturday, 13 August. Unfortunately, due to 
unfavourable weather, only 2 fi sh have been 
weighed thus far, with 9 caught the day before 
the competition started. Congratulations to 
6-year-old small fry angler Cooper Thomsen 
who landed a 37.65kg Southern Bluefi n using 
15kg tackle on dad Rodney’s boat, Adventurer. 
This fi sh, a new club record for a small fry 
angler, will be checked as a potential New 
Zealand and World record. Congratulations 
also to Simon Coe fi shing on Cyang who 
has landed the heaviest blue fi n tuna for the 
season thus far, with a fi sh of 59.000 kg on 
37 kg tackle.  Fish of the month for June was 
albacore and the one litre of Black Heart Rum 
sponsored by Asahi Beverages was won by 
Melita Dean, with a fi sh of 17.25 kg. Fish of 
the Month for July is southern bluefi n tuna.
Tight lines   
Wayne Barnes
Tairua-Pauanui 
Sportfi shing Club

How can you tell a fi sh’s age? Scientists 
can fi gure out how old a fi sh is by counting 
growth rings on its scales or its ear bones 
(called “otoliths”). The rings mark seasonal 
changes in fi sh growth, like the annual 
rings in tree trunks. Otoliths grow like 
pearls, but the added material changes color 
depending on the season. The summer ring 
is whiter and the winter ring is thinner and 
more translucent. In scales, a series of fi ne 
rings appear as the scale grows. In summer 
the rings are wider apart. In winter the rings 
are closer together, because the fi sh grow 
more slowly. Each pair of rings indicates 
one year.
Do fi sh chew their food? Fish would 
suff ocate if they tried to chew their food. 
Chewing would interfere with the passage 
of water over the gills, necessary for 
obtaining oxygen.

Carnivorous fi sh like sharks use their 
sharp teeth to seize and hold prey while 
swallowing it whole or in large pieces. 
Bottom dwellers such as rays are equipped 

Last week Tony Marsters supplied some questions and answers on all things fi sh-related 
for the kids to enjoy (and adults!). Here are a few more, carried over from his report.

with large fl at teeth that crush the shellfi sh 
they consume. Herbivorous fi sh (grazers) 
often lack jaw teeth, but have tooth-like 
grinding mills in their throats, called 
pharyngeal teeth.
Do fi sh chew their food? Fish would 
suff ocate if they tried to chew their food. 
Chewing would interfere with the passage 
of water over the gills, necessary for 
obtaining oxygen.

Carnivorous fi sh like sharks use their 
sharp teeth to seize and hold prey while 
swallowing it whole or in large pieces. 
Bottom dwellers such as rays are equipped 
with large fl at teeth that crush the shellfi sh 
they consume. Herbivorous fi sh (grazers) 
often lack jaw teeth, but have tooth-like 
grinding mills in their throats, called 
pharyngeal teeth.
Tony Marsters
Warfi sh Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfi sh.co.nz
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph 
and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the 
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Seeing Double

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1011

Brain Teaser - Anagram Square
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s winner - Maureen Douglas

Anagram Square Instructions - Rearrange the letters in 
each row to form a word. Write your answers into the 
blank grid.The first letter from each word, reading down, 
will spell the mystery keyword.

1.	 Always
2. Beware
3. Artery
4.	 Gateau
5.	 Formal

Mystery	Keyword	-	Watermelon

6. Hermit
7. Eyelid
8. Feeler
9. Blonde
10.	 Iconic
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Thumbs 
Up
To all those 
who were 
involved 
in cleaning up and 
clearing slips and 
debris after the storms 
last week.

65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA CALL TODAY: 07 866 0606

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS. 

Open For a Good Chinwag
One of the less obvious impacts of COVID and endless lockdowns, has been the loss of social 
connections that people used to enjoy. It’s not just that people are reluctant to come out, it’s that 
some of the venues and activities they once enjoyed are no longer functioning.
The Chinwag Café is an exception. Formerly known as the Friday Club Café, Chinwag is an opportunity 
for older folk to gather, play cards or board games and enjoy an excellent light meal. The name 
Chinwag Café has also been adopted now by a similar gathering run by the Citizens Advice Bureau 
in Thames.
Whitianga Social Services Programme Co-ordinator, Stacey Gaskell, fondly remembers Friday 
mornings with 40-50 people gathering at the Social Services rooms in Cook Drive. “There were 
people playing Rummikub, or draughts, or just enjoying a good chat,” she says. “Since the end of 
lockdown our numbers have fallen back a bit. We’re missing volunteers willing to help out, as well as 
people who just want to share a good time  and enjoy eating together, on a Friday morning.”
For those that aren’t familiar with the game Rummikub, there are plenty of people to show you the 
way around the game.
If you’d like to meet new people, maybe learn a game or two, or just enjoy a light meal on a Friday 
morning, 10.00am to noon, get along to the Whitianga Social Services building on 2 Cook Drive, 
Whitianga, and introduce yourself to Stacey.
Seated Left to right are Marjorie Tune, Stacey Gaskell, Vaughan Handley and Eris Boyack. Standing 
are Social Services staff, Mike Bennett and Chrissy Roe.

National Honours awards to 
two local photographers
By Pauline Stewart

Two members of the Whitianga 
Photographic Club have been 
awarded honours through the 
Photographic Society of New Zealand 
(PSNZ) and have joined an elite group 
of New Zealanders who stand in 
the top rank of photography. PSNZ 
honours are held in high esteem 
worldwide.
Kate Beauchamp has been awarded 
the distinction of Licentiate.
Karen Moffatt-McLeod has been 
awarded the distinction of Associate. 
This was Karen's second attempt, due 
to the very high standard required. 
Congratulations to both women. 
These highly esteemed awards might 
have gone unnoticed, due to the fact 
that Kate Beauchamp writes the 
monthly news from the Photographic 
Club and both women were shy 
about sharing their achievements. 
Their passion, apart from their own 
love of photography, is to encourage 
and share their skills with young 
photograhers.
If you would like to see more of the 
work of the  Whitianga Photographic 
Club go to the  Facebook page, where 
the work and achievements of their 
members is showcased.
Pictured at  right are Kate Beauchamp 
(top) and Karen Moffatt-McLeod 
(below).
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In 2019 the New Zealand Herald published several serious allegations against Smart Environmental 
Limited and its then managing director Mr Grahame Christian relating to its district rubbish and recycling 
services and transfer station operations for the Thames Coromandel District Council. Mr Christian and 
family are from the region, and he is a permanent resident in Whitianga. 

The Herald has since published a retraction and apology to Mr Christian and Smart 
Environmental, and the Thames Coromandel District Council has published a notice that it has been 
unable to find wrongdoing as had been alleged.   These articles are reproduced below: 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD:  NZME RETRACTION OF PUBLISHED ALLEGATIONS AGAINST 
SMART ENVIRONMENTAL LIMITED AND GRAHAME CHRISTIAN 

In August 2019 NZME published two articles concerning Smart Environmental Limited ("Smart") and its 
founder and former Managing Director, Grahame Christian ("Mr Christian"). 

The articles made allegations that Smart, while led by Mr Christian, had engaged in 
inappropriate and dishonest practices during part of its performance of a contract with Thames 
Coromandel District Council ("the Council"). The articles were published on the www.nzherald.co.nz 
website and in the New Zealand Herald newspaper. 

Immediately following the publishing of the articles, Mr Christian commenced defamation 
proceedings in the High Court at Auckland against (inter alia) NZME and the contract reporter, Michael 
Valintine ("Mr Valintine") and Murray Bain ("Murray Bain"), an ex-employee and director of a local 
competitor of Smart and source for the articles. 

NZME, following a demand from Smart, temporarily disabled access to the articles to enable 
Smart and Mr Christian's complaints to be investigated 
The Council engaged the accountancy and audit firm PWC, consultancy firm Morrison Low, and a 
Private Investigator. NZME has now received documentation which indicates that the Morrison Low and 
PWC investigative reports concluded (in summary): 

a. Smart Environmental Limited engaged in correspondence with the Council in relation to its 
commercial waste disposal fees from around April 2018; 
b. Smart Environmental Limited's tolling fees were charged in reliance on that 2018 
correspondence; and 
c. While there were discrepancies in relation to the waste tonnages entering the Thames-
Coromandel RTS sites, based on the information provided to the investigators, the 
discrepancies did not appear to be significant. The Council published its findings in response 
to the allegations in the articles on 11 May 2020. 
NZME understands that Mr Christian was not interviewed by Morrison Low, PWC or the private 
investigator in relation to these matters. 

NZME acknowledges that Mr Christian has enjoyed a justifiable and very good reputation in the 
community including as a result of his success in business. NZME also acknowledges and apologises 
for any damage to Mr Christian's and Smart's reputation and distress Mr Christian may have suffered 
through publication of the articles. 
NZME will not be republishing the articles and unreservedly withdraws any allegations of wrongdoing 
against Smart and Mr Christian contained within them. 

THAMES COROMANDEL DISTRICT COUNCIL:  CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH SMART 
CONCLUDED 

Our Council and our solid waste contracting partner, Smart Environmental Ltd, have confirmed the 
continuing operation of the contract between them, under which Smart provides waste collection and 
disposal services in the Thames-Coromandel District. 

We have been in negotiations with Smart for some time over a number of issues, including 
amending the contract to respond to China’s recent restriction on accepting recycling and waste. Those 
negotiations took longer than anticipated after allegations were made against Smart of inappropriate 
conduct regarding the use of, and payment for, Council facilities. 

We take our fiscal responsibilities and contract management very seriously. We engaged waste 
management experts Morrison Low and forensic services experts PwC to investigate the allegations, 
with Smart’s cooperation. Those investigations have concluded that the allegations are either rebutted 
by the evidence or, in one instance, that the amounts involved were not material to the contract and 
therefore not necessary to determine. 

With the investigations now concluded, we have resolved commercial issues directly with 
Smart, without any disruption to the Thames-Coromandel region’s waste collection and disposal 
services. 
Paid advertisement published by Chris Patterson. 

PUBLIC NOTICE



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Page 29Issue 1011 - 19 July 2022

Classifi eds and Public Notices

SITUATIONS VACANT

TENANT WANTED

KIWIFRUIT PRUNERS WANTED 
Outdoor work until August, located in Coroglen. Full training provided. 

Starting at $21.20/hour. Call Jen on 021 127 9174

SHOP ASSISTANT - THE GLASS HOUSE EMPORIUM
25 Albert Street, Whitianga

We require a part-time shop assistant to join our busy emporium. A minimum of two days 
per week plus weekend work is available. Applicants need to:

• Have excellent communication skills with customers and fellow team members.
• Be able to work independently and have a “can do” attitude.
• Have a neat and tidy appearance.
• Be fi t and healthy as some heavy lifting is required.
• Be fl exible with regard to working hours and weekend rosters.

Product knowledge of harberdashery and/or hardware would be an advantage, 
but not essential.

Please apply by either emailing theglasshouse25@yahoo.com or calling instore 
giving us a brief description of yourself and your previous work experience.

ELDERLY, SOLVENT, QUIET TENANT WANTED FOR LONG TERM RENTAL 
OF AN UNFURNISHED HOUSE WITH GARAGE. RENT IS PAID IN ADVANCE 

FOR THE FIRST YEAR. PLEASE PHONE 07 866 5806.

POSTPONEMENT

MID WINTER COMMUNITY GATHERING 
This gathering has been postponed from 31 July to springtime.

St Andrew's Community Trust has decided to postpone this and make it a SPRING 
gathering and meal. By then we should have better weather and more distance from 

Covid and so more con� dence about peing part of a larger social gathering.

MERV GEORGE 
PLUMBING
& DRAINAGE LTD

Contact the team on 027 452 1298 or mgpdwhitianga@gmail.com

Merv George 
Plumbing

Established
1983 

Merv George
Plumber

since
1970

Your local plumber for 
all your plumbing and 

drainage needs.
• Residential
• Commercial
• New Builds
• Maintenance
• Solar

Your local plumber for 
2022

Mercury Bay Rugby and Sports Club were very proud of the Senior B’s team making the 
season’s fi nal on Saturday 16 July playing Thames at Te Aroha. They played a great game and 
gave everything that had right up to the fi nal whistle. These young men did the Club very proud 
considering they didn’t have numbers to make up a team at the start of the season. 
Wayne Barnes President 
Pictured clockwise from top: Anzac Waterhouse lifting Antonio Rupeti-Anderson high in the air, 
Trent Hill, playing hard, won the New World Player of the Day and Josiah Tevuki’s speed and grip 
on the ball was a big boost to Mercury Bay.

Rugby B in the season fi nal



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1011 - 19 July 2022Page 30

RUBBISH REMOVAL 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

Classifi eds and Public Notices
TO LET

WORK WANTED

THE BESS HANDZ 
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS

Alterations, repairs, zip 
and hem service. 
Phone 866 5277.

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
From Tairua to Colville. 

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
CONTAINER IT SELF STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Aff ordable rates. 
Ph: 0800 944 660

CHURCH SERVICES

DAVE’S 
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, 
Public & Private, 

1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience. 

Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

WINDOW CLEANING

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing. 
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678 

or 027 320 1703.

HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash, fences, 
driveway, patios - soft-wash for 
best moss and lichen clean and 

treatment, 
exterior window cleaning 
or general waterblasting, 

100m hose so access no problem. 
Cover the whole Peninsula 

Phone 0800 747 787 
or Andy direct 027 313 4386

COROMANDEL GARAGE DOORS
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188

Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

WORK WANTED

VEHICLES 
WANTED 

Top cash paid for any 
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS, 

4X4s, CARS - 
dead or alive, 

damaged, de-registered, 
mechanical problem, 
no WOF - we buy it. 

Call 0800 333 398

WANTED

(021) 781 081

All welcome
WHITIANGA SDA FELLOWSHIP

First Saturday of the month 10:00am, 
at the Town Hall. 

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069
Community Representative 

Pr Axel 021 327 003 

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presby/Methodist Church
Albert St Whitianga (Est.1898)

COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am

Come, join us! Bring the family!
Parish Secretary: ph 022 132 2061

www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu, 
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay

Phone/text 0274 958 033
or (07) 867 1361

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea	tree	$200/load,	delivered.

Phone	(07)	866	3026	
or	text	(027)	866	3026	

FOR SALE

FIREWOOD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

GUM FIREWOOD
$160/cube

Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB 
Mid-Winter Competition Round Four
Wednesday, 13 July 
North/South: 1 Ischelle Stevenson and Rose Tegg 
59.0,  2 Robyn Hogg & Pauline Van Groenedaal 57.5, 3 
Giorgio Allemano and Pete Hogg 56.5. 
East/West: 1 Gavin Hedwig and Kate Palmano 63.5,  
2 Angela Butterworth and Augusta Canegallo 57.0, 3 
Anne Knowles & Denise Knutson 50.0.  
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB  
Week One of the Cooks Beach Pairs                                                                                                             
Tuesday, 12 July 
Results: 1 Bev Dickie and Pauline Groenedaal 63.89,   
2 Denise Knutson and Angela Butterworth 62.5, 3 
Robyn and Peter Hogg 58.33.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB .
Monday, 11 July
North/South: 1  Barry Scott and Donna Harvey 54.1, 
2 Gillian Martin and Shirley Smith 51.39, 3 Susan 
Patterson and Anne Knowles 48.65.
East/West: 1 Jo Feasey and Doreen  Wenham 63.19,  
2 Robyn Waters and David Wilkinson 52.78, 3 Celia 
Young and Nolene Kirkpatrick 51.39.
Thursday Championship Pairs Round 7 - 
Thursday, 14 July                                                                                                                                          
Results: 1 equal  Ischelle Stevenson & Angela Cook, 
Alison Gibson & Norma Hart 56.7; 3 Paul Bradley and 
Gavin Hedwig 55.0
MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 14 July
Winners: Ken Lack, Kathy Everett and Ian Sanderson.
Runners-up: Wayne McNeill and Maureen Lack.  
Good Sports: Merle Ward, Wayne Fisher and Lionel 
Lawrence.
MERCURY BAY BOWLING and SPORTS CLUB Inc.
Results for 16 and 17 September 2022.
The annual Patrons cup event was held over the 
weekend of 16-17 July with 20 entries. This event is 
an annual one with men and women singles players 
competing. By midday Sunday there were 4 players 
remaining in the knockout competition. Irene and 
Graeme Goss drew each other and the other pair were 
Luke Vujcich and Doug Sargent. Graeme beat his wife 
Irene and Doug won leaving these two to contest the 
final game, first to reach 15 points. Doug eventually 
won a very close game 15 to 12 on what was a great 

sunny afternoon in front of a group of 30 to 40 club 
members. 
MERCURY BAY GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Men’s Scramble - Stableford
Wednesday, 13 July
Results: 1 Stuart King 39, 2 Ken George 34, 3 Graham 
Eccles, Gross: Graham Eccles 86.
Men’s Scramble - Stableford
Saturday, 16 July
Results: 1 Ken George 35, 2 Justin Wilson 33, 3 Steve 
Roberts 33, Gross: Same Pye 80. Longest Drive: Matt 
Kurth (Division 1), Graeme Butler (Division 2). Nearest 
the Pin: N/A (Division 1), Graeme Butler (Division 2).
PURANGI GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
18 Hole Stableford
Saturday, 16 July
Results: 1 Grant Webster 38, 2 John Hamilton 33, 3  
Jock Peacock 32, 4  David Young 31.
4BBB: John Hamilton and David Young 43. Best Gross: 
Grant Webster 80. 
MERCURY BAY CLUB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 6 July 
10 players were there, and it was Ken Gibson, Dave 
Colman and Forrest Littlejohn with two straight wins 
to challenge the finals. Ken won the alley drawn bye 
so Dave and Forrest met in the semi-final with Forrest 
on good form taking the win and moved through to 
challenge Ken in the final. What an entertaining match 
this was with Ken potting well to take a reasonable 
lead but 2021 Club Champion, Forrest had a great 
fight back to take the win on the last couple of balls 
and take home the $25 grocery voucher with four 
straight wins. Ken Gibson (runner-up), and others 
with two wins were Dave Colman, Wayne Malcolm, 
Ian Baumgren and  Brian Codyre who also had the 
highest break of 21.
Wednesday, 13 July
Best of three frames: 11 players a and with two 
straight wins each, Bob Haase, Peter  Schultz 
and Wayne Malcolm went forward to fight out 
the finals. Bob won the alley drawn bye and 
Wayne and Peter competed in the semi-final 
with Peter taking the win to meet Bob in the final.  
It was a great tight frame but Bob got the win on the 
pink and took home the $25 grocery voucher. Runner-
up Peter, Schultz, who also had the highest break of 

22, and others with two wins, were Wayne Malcolm, 
Jason Smith and Peter Challis.
Saturday, 16 July
Best of three frames: Ten players on Saturday and it 
was only Warren Bellingham and Wayne Malcolm with 
two straight wins to challenge the final third frame.  
A very even match came down to black to win which 
Wayne potted to take home the $25 grocery voucher. 
With two wins were Warren Bellingham (runner-up) 
Phil Jones, Bob Haase and Jason Smith. Peter Schultz 
had the highest break of 22.
Sunday 17th July 
The 8 Ball section invited the Snooker section to a 
tournament of 24 games of 8 Ball, with a team of  
8 players from each section and singles and doubles 
were competed. It was the Snooker section who 
showed they were just as skilled playing 8 Ball as 
they are playing their own game and easily won the 
tournament 18 games to 6. The 8 Ball section put on 
a tasty lunch prepared by the resident Chef of the 
Mercury Bay Club.
Under 12’s Football
This weekend of  Saturday, 9 July we played Paeroa 

Black. It was a fantastic game played between 2 very 
even teams. It was end to end action with Mercury 
Bay winning 3-2. Goals were scored by Tylar Cornwall 
with 2 awesome free kicks. Alfie Harris also scored 
with a fabulous long range effort. Players of the Day: 
Wilfred Asquith and Liam Robertson. Tylar received 
Player of the Day from the opposition.

The under-12's feeling very good about their 
win against Paeroa.

President of the Mercury Bay Bowling  
and Sports Club, Trevor Knight, on the left,  

Doug Sargent, winner of the Patrons Cup held 
last weekend, in the centre and Pam Phillips, 

club patron, on the right.



FIND US
FARMER AUTOVILLAGE
6 Abrahamson Drive, Whitianga

TRADING HOURS
Monday - Friday:  
8:00am - 5:30pm

SEARCH OUR STOCK ONLINE
Farmerautovillage.co.nz
07 866 4134

*See haval.co.nz for 5 year warranty and roadside assist Terms & Conditions. *New Zealand Government Clean Car rebates / fees may apply for new vehicles registered from the 1st April 
2022. Values stated should be taken as guidance only and may be subject to change without notice. For further details, see our Clean Car page here farmerautovillage.co.nz/cleancar

YOUR FARMER HAVAL TEAM 
Brent Willcocks | 027 528 3337 | brentw@farmerautovillage.co.nz       Blair Brookbanks  |  027 484 7278  |  blairb@farmerautovillage.co.nz

$44,490

A SMARTER WAY TO DRIVE

› Engine Output Combined 139kW, 375 Nm
› Heated Front Seats
› Panoramic sunroof
› 12.3” colour multimedia touch-screen
› Wireless charging

Enjoy smooth and responsive performance when you need it, all while intelligently saving on fuel. 
Backed with high-level safety and 5-year warranty, the All-New Hybrid is smart from the start.  

Book your test drive at Farmer Autovillage Coromandel.

JOLION HYBRID
$49,490

H6 HYBRID ULTRA

› 1.5L Turbo Hybrid with DHT
› Panoramic sunroof
› Hands-free electric tailgate
› 12.3 inch colour multimedia touchscreen
› Heads Up Display

NZ GOVERNMENT  
CLEAN CAR  $2,026.38 REBATE*

PLUS ON 
ROAD COSTS 

PLUS ON 
ROAD COSTS 

$1,768.62 REBATE* NZ GOVERNMENT  
CLEAN CAR 

ALL NEW HAVAL HYBRID


