
Circulation 8,200(07) 866 2090 - info@theinformer.co.nzIssue 1005 - 7 June 2022





Distributed throughout the Coromandel Peninsula, coast to coast from Thames to north of Colville - www.theinformer.co.nz

Multiple medals for Opito Bay Salt 
Company at prestigious awards
By Tony Stickley

Perry Cornish and Erin Mone, the owners of Opito Bay Salt Company. (Continued on page 3)
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At its very first attempt, Opito Bay Salt 
Company (OBSC) won multiple medals at the 
prestigious Outstanding NZ Food Producer 
Awards last week. Their success is all the more 
remarkable because the company - which 
produces a range of solar-dried sea salts -  
is only in its first full year of production.  

“We were absolutely astounded,” said Perry 
Cornish, who set up the artisan salt producer 
with his partner, Erin Mone. “We didn’t really 
hold out too much hope, we just thought it 
would be nice if we got something. It is just 
incredible.”

In the end, OBSC ended up collecting 
five medals - two golds for their natural 
and rosemary sea salts, two silvers for their 
smoked chilli and black garlic offerings, and a 
bronze for their furikake seasoning.

Other food producers, even big established 
brands, have sometimes waited years before 
having any success at the awards and by  
The Informer’s count, only one other entrant 
in OBSC’s category won as many medals this 
year, despite it having been OBSC’s first time 
entering the awards.

Perry said that the awards - under head 
judge, Lauraine Jacobs, past president of the 
New Zealand Guild of Food Writers - were 
important for small to medium-sized food 
producers to get their products into major 
retailers and in front of professional chefs. But 
even large, well- established brands enter too. 
“It is a recognition of quality given by some 30 
of the country’s top chefs, food writers, critics 
and retailers who judged products before them 
at blind tastings,” he said.

As well as appraising the quality and 
flavour of the food presented, the judges also 
considered issues such as sustainability and 
packaging, a particularly important aspect  
for retailing.

Obviously, the judges could have had no 
problem with sustainability, considering 
OBSC’s artisan salt is made from seawater 
sourced from the glittering Opito Bay and 
evaporated in purpose-built greenhouses 
nearby.

The judges, all experts in their field, 

gave valuable feedback and advice for 
the awards entrants to take on board. But 
while sustainability and the packaging were 
undoubtedly important, they would not 
win a prize on their own in the absence of a 
winning flavour. And it was mainly the OBSC 
salt itself, with its distinctive taste, that won 
the judges’ hearts. “We try to sample every 
artisan salt we can, particularly from offshore, 
and we are really struggling to find anything 
distinctive about them,” said Perry.

By contrast, the OBSC products had 
an instant impact on the palate, briny yet 
minerally sweet. “People experiencing true 
artisan salt for the first time are blown away 
by the flavours and saltiness,” said Perry. 
“Our salts are unique in terms of minerality, 
their distinctive flavour and texture, which 
is very different and appealing. And I guess 
that was what the judges liked about our salts 
and their blend of New Zealand ingredients, 
which is why they gave us the medals.”

Last year, when The Informer wrote about 
OBSC for the first time, the company had 
only been in operation for four months or so 
and distributed to only a handful of outlets 
across the Coromandel. Now they have over 
50 retailers in the North Island stocking their 
product, with more retailers phoning each 
week wanting to sell their sea salts, which has 
meant a big increase in production.

“It has been super-important to us that we 
don’t let people down, so we have only been 
expanding at a rate at which we can supply the 
market,” said Perry.

As demand has grown, so has the workload, 
with all aspects of running a small business 
having to be considered, such as sales, 
production, packaging, marketing and 
distribution. 

Being salt farmers primarily, Perry and Erin 
love the connection to the sea, and the realities 
and uncertainties of production, but also the 
challenges of taking a product to the market 
directly. “Being waist deep in sea water in 
the middle of winter does have its moments,”  
said Erin.
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 7 June to Wednesday, 15 June: The evenings are starting to get more interesting with Saturn now rising about an hour before 
midnight, but it is still the only planet visible in the evenings. All the rest put on a fine display in the dawn sky and appear in the same order 
as they are from the Sun. Faint Mercury is only just visible very low on the horizon, followed by brilliant Venus, then much higher up lies 
much fainter and slightly reddish Mars, just below bright Jupiter with Saturn now high overhead. The International Space Station (ISS) makes 
several good passes this week, all early in the morning. However, the exact times can change if the ISS has to move to avoid space junk.  
Tuesday, 7 June: A good bright ISS pass from 7:00am in the SW passing right next to Venus. Wednesday, 8 June: The ISS pops out of the 
Earth’s shadow at 6:13am in the SW and provides a good high pass. Thursday, 9 June: There is a low ISS pass from 7:01am in the east.  
Friday, 10 June: A low ISS pass from 6:14am when it pops out of the Earth’s shadow in the SW. Sunday, 12 June: A bright but early and short 
ISS pass from 4:36am in the SW. Tuesday, 14 June: A low early ISS pass can be seen form 4:34am low in the SW. Full Moon tonight. 

What’s happening in the night sky?

Celebrating Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
with art
By Francesca Dowling

All those who attended the Whitianga Lions’ 
Art Expo at the Whitianga Town Hall over 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend, will be happy 
to know that their support of the event also 
contributed to charity. 

Always eager to help a worthy cause in the 
community, The Whitianga Lions last year 
hosted their first Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
Art Expo to raise funds for the Whitianga 
MenzShed at the same time as supporting 
local artists in selling more of their works. 
The funds raised during this year’s expo -  
in the form of the Lions receiving a 
commission from each of the artworks sold 
during the weekend - were donated to the 
Mercury Bay Community Swimming Pool 
Trust’s project to purchase a water heating 
system for the community pool at Mercury  
Bay Area School.

Last weekend’s expo was notably larger 
than the first expo last year with more than 
500 art pieces entered by more than 60 
local artists. There were also several prizes 
to be won in a raffle, and wine and nibbles 
were served during the formal opening last  
Friday evening. 

It was very clear when Whitianga Lions 
member, Ian Robbie, remarked in the lead up 
to the expo that “there will be something for 
everyone”, that he was not exaggerating. 

The expo offered paintings with acrylics, 
oil paints and mixed media, jewellery, 
pottery, patchwork quilts and plenty more of 
all price ranges. One of the better overheard 
pieces of advice among the rows of artwork 
was, “don’t get lost”.

“I’m very surprised at how many pieces 
of artwork were entered into the expo this 

year,” says Ian. “We actually struggled to 
get all of it into the building. Regardless, 
each piece was fabulous and I’m happy the 
Whitianga Lions were able to provide local 
artists with an avenue to boost their sales, 
just before we come into the quiet season, 
as well as assist a worthy charitable cause. 
We definitely aim to be making the Queen’s 
Birthday Weekend Art Expo an annual 
event. Everyone who attended seemed to 
have really enjoyed themselves, some even 
noting that they thought it might have been 

Whitianga Lions members selling raffle tickets and teddy bears (from the Teddy Bears Picnic that was cancelled earlier this year) at the 
Queen’s Birthday Art Expo in the Whitianga Town Hall. From the left: Derek Lines, Christine Whibley, Taylor Ng and Barry Roach.

the largest art expo to have been held on the 
Coromandel Peninsula.”

Among the many art lovers who were 
seeking out their next treasure to take home, 
Candice Van de Ven, a trustee of the Mercury 
Bay Community Swimming Pool Trust, was 
in awe of the event. “I wasn’t quite sure what 
to expect to be honest as I did not attend the 
previous Whitianga Lions expo last year, 
but I am completely blown away,” she says. 
“I think it was the largest art exhibition I 
have ever attended. I am so impressed with 

the variety of art as well as talent that was 
present. The other nice thing about the expo 
was the great range in prices, so it wasn’t just 
for people who can afford a really expensive 
piece of artwork. The turnout was great with 
many people coming to check out what was 
on offer. 

“I would like to thank the Whitianga Lions 
for all the work they have put into helping us to 
get closer to our goal of year-round access to 
the community pool, the artists who exhibited 
their work and everyone who came by.”
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Medals for Opito 
Bay Salt Co
(Continued from page 1)

Last winter, OBSC expanded their production 
facilities with new greenhouses and would 
be doing so again this winter. For future 
expansion, they were looking at a number 
of different options, including working 
collaboratively with other businesses, such as 
the “lovely collab” they have with Mercury 
Bay Estate Winery and Restaurant, and 
another in the pipeline with a chocolate maker.

In fact, Perry and Erin’s collaboration 
enthusiasm has resulted in them sending off 
a consignment of salt to a Michelin-starred 
Kiwi chef running a restaurant in Galway 
which is said to be one of the top five in 
Ireland. However, it appears the package has 
gone missing in the post. “It is so infuriating…  
she is so keen also,” said Perry.

Both Perry and Erin worked in corporate 
finance before starting their unique salt-
making operation on the Coromandel. While 
they would never consider returning to their 
old careers, what they learned in the corporate 
world has nevertheless stood them in  
good stead.

“I think we are very lucky because, having 
been trained in business and a different way 
of thinking, we are about numbers and about 
having a plan as much as about lifestyle,”  
said Perry. “It also helps coming from a very 
foodie background.”

However, setting up a successful business 
from scratch required hard work, compromises 
and long hours as well. “We are probably not 
doing ‘lifestyle’ as we had envisaged, having 
hot summers by the beach, but I have to say 
we are loving it and enjoying it, just the same,” 
said Perry. “And what makes it all worthwhile 

is somebody saying, ‘Hey, you are making a 
damn good product.’ It is really satisfying that 
people like top chefs, food writers and critics 
like our salt and that is a great endorsement of 
what we are doing.”

But while Perry and Erin sometimes have 
to put in 12-hour days, they make sure they 
can enjoy the easy-going Coromandel way of 
life as much as possible. “If suppliers, chefs, 
retailers or business contacts take the time 
to drive to Opito Bay and drop in to see us,  
we always like to take the time for a cup of tea 
or a glass of wine with them,” said Perry.

As well as having OBSC’s artisan salts 
validated by multiple medals from the 
Outstanding NZ Food Producer Awards 
judges, Perry and Erin have also been getting 
great feedback from people they meet at 
the markets they attend. “The markets are 
important to us,” said Erin. “There’s a small 
but growing group of artisan food producers 
on the Coromandel, they’re a great bunch and 
really supportive.”

When at the markets, Erin and Perry love 
nothing more than seeing people’s reaction 
when they try the OBSC salts. “Salt is not just 
salt anymore,” said Perry. “With consumers 
choosing to buy more quality produce, 
whether from the local butcher or vegetables 
from a market stall, we talk to them about how 
to enhance the flavour of that produce with our 
salts… we like to think about it as inspiring 
food journeys.

“To be fair, there is nothing more special 
than growing your own vegetables and having 
it with a knob of New Zealand butter and a 
pinch of Opito Bay salt.”
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“I’ll keep on going… because I can’t stop myself”
By Pam Ferla

The selling of Whitianga’s Health Factory in 
Coghill Street opens a new chapter in the life 
of owner Noel Hewlett, as developer, Philip 
Leather, takes over the premises on 22 June. 
Mr Leather told The Mercury Bay Informer 
he was land-banking the building and has no 
plans for it at this stage.

The building has been Noel’s passion for 
the past 30 years. The complex includes 
Coghill Theatre, which is the home of Offbeat 
Theatre’s productions. It also incorporates 
The Monkey House theatre, named after 
Noel’s quirky collection of toy monkeys.  
The venue has undergone changes over recent 
months since Molly and Kasper Franke took 
over bookings for entertainment ranging from 
burlesque, comedy, drag queens and lots of 
live music. 

So far, the enthusiastic couple have hosted 
over 30 events and Noel hopes they are able 
to continue after the takeover date. Over the 
years, the building has hosted a multitude 
of health-related events, including yoga and 
aerobics, and is also the home of the Mercury 
Bay x-ray unit.

When Noel, his wife, Nicky, and their three 
children arrived in Whitianga 40 years ago, 
his vision was to integrate into the community 
and to make a difference. They bought 
Whitianga Supermarket in 1981. Although 
Noel had retail experience from time working 
for Woolworths, his new business felt like a 
venture into the unknown, but he soon found 
a community of “wonderful, caring people”.

His next venture was buying the vacant fish 
factory in Coghill Street for the benefit of the 
community. He reflects, with satisfaction, on 
the community’s support when buying the 

building 30 years ago. 
A team of enthusiasts transformed the 

factory into a community venue. Noel recalls 
with fondness the huge support he had from 
brothers, Ray and Don (both deceased), 
when converting a commercial fish factory 
with conveyor belts, huge fish tanks and 
the overwhelming odour of fish into a place 
where people could relax and be entertained. 

Noel reckons having an x-ray facility in 
Whitianga saves residents time and a fortune 
in fuel costs, the nearest alternative being 
Thames. He is proud that it was installed in 
the Health Factory and recalls the quest to get 
it in the town. “Our Lions Club was talking 
about where it could go and I piped up and 
said, ‘What about my ex-fish factory? That 
would be okay, it’s got thick concrete and 
three-phase power.’ Well, people liked that 
idea and we had a lot of support. I’m so happy 
to see it operating in our building, and, of 
course, it fits the aim of the Health Factory.” 

Noel is still involved in the Whitianga  
Lions Club.

The Hewlett’s home is full of family photos 
- weddings, gatherings and milestones. Tucked 
away are scrapbooks and news clippings that 
record Noel’s involvement in the community. 
He spreads them out on the dining table and 
opens one packed with reminders of his time 
with Thames-Coromandel District Council. 
He was on the Mercury Bay Community Board 
from 1994 to 1998, then a district councillor 
for 12 years. He described this era as “the most 
challenging and rewarding part of my life.

Noel thought “outside the square” and was 
unafraid of controversy. He promoted his 

Noel Hewlett reflects on 40 years of involvement in Whitianga community.
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strategy for council’s economic development 
and vision planning, for which he was 
criticised as being in a dream world. News 
clippings record the town’s shock when a law 
change stalled the multi-million dollar long-
term Whitianga Waterways project. Then 
there was controversy over plans to upgrade 
The Esplanade.

The Whitianga Bike Park is a project close 
to Noel’s heart. He and his brother Ray took 
over this community asset in 2004. It is now 
under new management, but Noel plans to 
continue his involvement. He spoke out 
against the installation of a water pipeline 
across Tairua Harbour to Pauanui, saying it 
would cost millions of dollars. Instead, water 
catchments and reservoirs were increased in 
Tairua and Pauanui, with a huge saving for 
ratepayers. 

Noel came up with the idea of creating 
a canal and caravan park on the floodplain 
behind Tairua’s Ocean Beach Road.  
He believed this would solve flooding while 
creating an attractive facility. It did not receive 
support from officials. Maybe he was ahead of 
his time.

A strong advocate for his electorate, Noel 
accused councillors of being too parochial 
and biased towards the west side of the 
Coromandel Peninsula. At one stage he 
threatened council with a lawsuit for character 
assassination. Always the ideas person, when 
holidaying overseas, he made notes on how 
English local government operated and 
suggested points that could be adopted in 
New Zealand. He also noted the benefits of 
how society operated in Singapore.  

Back in Whitianga, Noel continued to enjoy 
bringing events and people to The Monkey 

House. He created a unique place that included 
one wall featuring about 30 posters of Elvis 
and a series of dark corridors leading to The 
Scary Room where a screaming skeleton and 
an undulating floor welcomed any brave souls 
sharing his sense of fun. 

Eighty-two-year-old Noel doesn’t like 
the word retirement and he plans to keep on 
working for the community that he loves. 
“I’m lucky enough to reach 82 and I take no 
pills,” he says. “My daughter reckons my 
medicine cabinet is the exercise and pleasure 
I get from involvement in the local bike park 
which I hope to continue.”

Noel grew up on a rehab dairy farm and 
feels fortunate to have grown up in a loving 
family. He believes this provided him with a 
good springboard for life and the desire to help 
others. As a Justice of the Peace, he is pleased 
that people can come to him with problems and 
it doesn’t cost them anything. “I will continue 
doing things to help my community because I 
love it. Of course I could not do all this without 
the support of my lovely wife,” he says.

Now Noel’s main focus will be helping young 
people and creating the opportunities that they 
need to have a purpose and worthwhile future. 
He regrets there are no longer training facilities 
in Whitianga for young people. “I also think 
the arts are important to people’s wellbeing, 
and I congratulate Molly and Kasper at  
The Monkey House who are currently offering 
so much for our entertainment,” he says.  
“To keep healthy, you need fresh air and focus. 
I’ll keep on going to meetings and giving 
comments because I can’t stop myself. If you 
help others, you are also helping yourself - 
there’s no question about it.”

“I’ll keep on going…” Original music talent 
showcased in Hahei
A musical treat awaited 
those arriving at the 
Hahei Community Hall on 
Saturday last week with 
an evening of original 
song and music, including 
Brazilian and eclectic jazz.
Pumba (Graeme Thornber) 
entertained the audience 
in the first set, playing 
guitar and singing original 
songs, some performed 
for the first time.  
He showed his sense of 
humour with a couple of 
quirky numbers from the 
days of his high school 
band. There were a couple 
of very nice instrumentals, but his most memorable performance was "Taputapuatea",  
a haunting melody inspired by the ancient Polynesian history of Whitianga. 
Performing in the second set were the Wild Earth Musketeers (Dix Ozier on guitar and vocals, 
and David Kohout on percussion). Dix’s original songs included "World of Light and Sound", 
a thoughtful piece with exciting composition and lovely lyrics.
Memorable for its rhythm was a song in Spanish about Dix’s black cat, as David created a 
fascinating Latino mood playing the cajon. Most numbers required a subtle approach from 
percussion and David's performance throughout the evening showcased his ability.
"Dance of Fertility" carried us on a mystical journey, marrying thoughtful lyrics with clever 
musical composition.
The evening ended with an evocative song about the life of whales, its beautiful composition 
leaving the audience with a feeling of peace as they headed home.
Pictured are, from the left, David Kohout, Dix Ozier, and Graeme Thornber last Saturday  
evening.

By Pam Ferla
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Stan’s Stuff
For the last seven weeks, I was supposed 
to be in Whitianga. Instead, I have been 
in Brisbane supporting my son, Walker, as 
paralysis creeps up his body from his feet 
to his chest. However, this period was also 
the time of the run-up and culmination of 
the Australian election. 

What I saw was a “bumper sticker” 
election. By that I mean it seemed the 
election was fought on short slogans backed 
by incessant character assassination. Every 
day on my way to hospital, I saw huge, 
illuminated screens. Under a picture of 
a scowling Scott Morrison (the prime 
minister) were the words, “Dump the 
liar!” On another even larger screen, 
was an equally unflattering picture of the 
challenger, Anthony Albanese, with words, 
“Things won’t be easy under Albanese.”

I bought a couple of daily newspapers 
to bone up on the issues. They were hard 
to find. I deduced green issues with global 
warming, etc was one and aged care was 
another. In my limited social interaction out 
and about around the hospital community, 
I sensed no depth of feeling before or after 
the election.

Since the election, I have heard Albanese 
talk about moving to a greener economy. 
Good luck with that! So much of Australia’s 
economy (wealth) depends on industries 
that are decidedly “ungreen”. Coal mining 
is the biggest and, with coal prices at record 
high, no one in Queensland is talking about 
cutting back.

My relatives are scattered across the 
great state of Queensland (twice the size 
of Texas). To visit any one family unit 
requires hundreds of kilometres of driving 
and to visit all of them requires days on 
long straight roads. Their welcome and 
hospitality is legendary. 

On our next visit, we plan to take with 
us our unofficially adopted daughter.  
But she is a militant greenie and a vegan to 
boot. At a family gathering, inland central 
Queensland, I raised the prospect of her 
visiting with some young adults around 
her age. Of course, they would love to 
see her and show her the sights. I casually 
mentioned her “green” interests (no more 
coal mining) and veganism (grow oats not 
beef). A high-spirited young woman in 
the group who raises beef cattle became 
quite agitated and the atmosphere cooled 
right down. I am now of the opinion that 
in this environment, with our committed 
vegan environmentalist, there would be a 
fist fight. 

Whither Australia? No matter what the 
leaders say, nothing is going to change 
quickly. Coal mining will go on at pace. 
Most restaurants now offer a couple of 
vegan alternatives, but the majority of 
Aussies will go on munching on meat 
into the future. There are now many 
independents in the federal parliament, at 
least 16. Who knows where the Australian 
ship of state is headed. Wobbly, I think! 

I am sure it won’t be easy for Albanese!
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A true story of a garage sale treasure
By Stan Stewart

Sometimes among the assorted discarded 
items left over from a garage sale, there lies 
a treasure. Wherever you have a community 
hall, you will find them - in the kitchen, above 
the sink, random plates and dishes, different 
sizes, different shapes, different patterns. 

This true story is part of my own experience. 
A community hall not far from Mercury Bay 
had such a motley collection. The plates were 
used for morning teas on Sundays, after-
school clubs, Friday youth group, mid-week 
community groups and for celebrations with 
large numbers. Every plate was forced into 
service. No one really remembers the source 
of the plates in these halls, but generally they 
are the ones left over from the annual fair or 
brought in from the at-home garage sales. 

But in this array of leftover plates, one 
plate was different. Its bright colours made it 
popular with children and they would often 
ask for their serving to be put on the beautiful 
plate. Because of a slight surface crack, the 
plate became seldom used. It would still catch 
the eye of the community hall users and so 
despite the crack, its beauty and popularity 
saved it from the rubbish bin. 

No one knew how this plate arrived in the 
kitchen. It had just always been there. The 
last time I saw the plate, it was arranged with 
pikelets in such a way as to cover up the crack.

One woman had been looking at the plate 
for some time. She had always liked it since 
she was a child, enjoying morning teas with it 
on her lap. The colours never seemed to fade. 
In adult years, she had reached the conclusion 
that this was no ordinary plate. What had 
caused her to give this thought more attention, 

was the need to upgrade the community hall 
kitchen. It needed a makeover and funds had 
to be raised and this person had been asked to 
lead the project.  

So the woman decided to test her hunch. 
She wrapped the plate carefully and took 
it to Auckland to an antique dealer of good 
reputation. For several minutes he studied the 
plate. Then with plate in hand, he adjourned 
to a back room. When he reappeared, he said, 
“I have a proposition for you. If you leave this 
plate with me now, I will give you a cheque 
for $2,500.”

The dealer went on to explain that the plate 
was hand painted by famous English artist, 
Claris Cliff (1899 - 1940), renowned for her 
beautiful and bright art deco design on pottery 
and porcelain. 

The cheque was duly accepted and applied 
to the much-needed kitchen improvement. 
The $2,500 was a large portion of the money 
required for the kitchen upgrade at the time. 

Who could believe it - one small plate!
The moral to this true story - never take 

a garage sale lightly. What are you looking 
at, trash or treasure? Sometimes the treasure 
is monetary. However, I guess more often,  
it is treasure to the heart and spirit, a kind of 
falling in love with a random something that 
becomes meaningful to the beholder.  

In Whitianga last weekend, many had a very 
happy time browsing at various garage sales. 
Thanks to those who prepared their garages 
and front patios for the buyers, deciding what 
to sell, setting up, offering a deal and packing 
up. Thank you to all the canny buyers.  

Good luck to all and watch out for plates 
with bright, colourful, distinctive patterns!

The Claris Cliff plate that spent many years in a community hall not far from  
Mercury Bay before it was purchased by an antique dealer for $2,500.
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Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

ONLINE POLL FOR MAY 2022
Do you favour a tax on petrol/diesel vehicles to  
encourage the purchase of electric vehicles?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

After nine weeks, Ollie, the stow-away cat that hitched a ride  
from Auckland to Whitianga, via Hamilton, is safely back home.

Missing Ollie found at The “Lost” Spring
By Tony Stickley

Ollie, the stow-away cat that hitched a ride 
from Auckland to Whitianga, is safely back 
home after nine weeks where he was forced 
to fend for himself. And locked away indoors 
is exactly where he will be staying until his 
owners, Scott McCook and partner, Ashlyn 
Naidu, can arrange to buy a collar with a GPS 
system to track the wayward moggie, should 
he ever disappear again.

After weeks and weeks of fearing that 
their precious Ollie might be lost forever, the 
couple, both 30, received a call last weekend 
from a Whitianga woman who photographed 
what she thought might be the missing feline 
on the roof of a service building at The  
Lost Spring.

There had been considerable publicity 
about Ollie’s adventures or misadventures 
in The Informer, on Facebook and also by 
way of flyers distributed in Whitianga by the 
couple when it became apparent that Ollie 
had somehow made the 300km trip from 
Auckland, by what can best be described 
as a tourist route, through Hamilton to  
Mercury Bay. 

Scott, who works as a rail protection officer 
for KiwiRail, could not come to Whitianga 
to help retrieve their beloved Ollie as he had 
been temporarily seconded to Timaru, but 
Ashlyn, her mother and sister, Nicole, made 
the trip. After Ashlyn called out his name a 
few times, Ollie came out of his hidey-hole 
onto the roof of the outbuilding and Nicole 
scrambled up to grab him.

It was more than two months that Ollie 
was first discovered to be missing from his 
home in Manurewa, with Scott and Ashlyn 
left desperately scouring the neighbourhood 
searching for him. To their astonishment, 
when they had virtually given up all hope, 
they received a call some weeks later from a 
woman in Whitianga who said she had found 

Ollie’s collar with Ashlyn’s phone number 
on it.

Ollie’s breakaway collar, which was 
designed to give under pressure to prevent 
strangling him, was found wedged under a 

fence on School Road.
Eventually, the couple surmised that the 

cat had somehow found a hiding place under 
the car of Ashlyn’s sister who had been 
staying with them and who then travelled 

from Auckland to Hamilton, and then on to 
Whitianga.

After learning of the collar being found, the 
couple made a number of visits to Whitianga, 
posting flyers in letterboxes and with local 
businesses, and contacting The Informer. 
And Eureka! The weekend before last, their 
prayers were answered. “Ollie is home and of 
all places he was found at The ‘Lost’ Spring,” 
Scott said ecstatically.

A woman and her son living in an apartment 
backing onto The Lost Spring property had 
seen Ollie on the roof of an old building and 
recognised him from a flyer Scott and Ashlyn 
had dropped in her mailbox. 

Scott thanked The Lost Spring for their 
help in letting them get their missing cat, 
despite being busy with customers at the time.  
“So many people had been following the 
story,” he said.

He added that Ollie, a stray that they had 
taken in as a kitten, appeared to be in quite 
good health. “He was hungry and he was a bit 
skinnier, but he definitely was not emaciated, 
so he must have found something to eat.”

Nicole, who trained as a veterinary nurse, 
told Scott one of Ollie’s toes was a bit sore, 
but he was otherwise fine. “We have to take 
him to the vets just to make sure, but he is 
in pretty good nick, considering he has been 
out on his own for almost nine weeks,”  
Scott said.

While acknowledging that there was a lot 
more to the story than just a cat wandering 
off, the couple had decided to make sure they 
were never put through the same heartache 
again. “We are going to be keeping an eye on 
Ollie and he won’t be going out until we get a 
get a GPS tag or tracker for him - and then we 
will be able to find him wherever he goes,” 
Scott said. “But it is a really happy ending to 
the story and we are so elated.”
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Trio brings wealth of 
experience to Coromandel 
Town Information Centre
By John Pratt

It’s the end of an era for Coromandel Town’s 
Information Centre. Ever since moving to the 
current site nine years ago, Sandra Wilson has 
been running the centre. In that time, Sandra 
has overseen the development of the “Boom, 
Bust & Beyond” heritage walking tours,  
led the development of the new 
coromandeltown.nz website, and coordinated 
a digital marketing campaign to attract 
domestic tourists after the Covid-19 
lockdowns. 

After all this time, however, Sandra has 
relocated out of the area. Stepping into 
the breach is a new team - Sue Ngamane, 
Lynne Fenwick and Carolyn MacKenzie. 
Bringing a wealth of experience with regard 
to both the Coromandel Peninsula and i-SITE 
management, the trio are ushering in a new 
era of growth for the information centre, just 
in time for the influx of international tourists 
expected from the end of July. 

As visitor numbers rise again, it’s critical 
that the Coromandel Town Information 
Centre is fully staffed and ready to introduce 
visitors to all the wonders and attractions of 
the area. Their work helps local businesses 
and attractions reach a far greater audience 
than they could hope to have achieved on 
their own. The centre can coordinate an entire 
visit by creating an itinerary and selling all 

the tickets someone will need while they are 
on the Coromandel.

Far from being simply a tourist or visitor 
amenity, the information centre is the heart 
of the Coromandel town community. There’s 
literally no end to the types of enquiries 
that the centre handles daily. Aside from 
tourism and travel information, the team are 
often called on to assist digitally-challenged 
residents trying to access online services such 
as banking and their Kiwisaver accounts,  
as well as supporting local events and 
amenities, and Thames-Coromandel District 
Council services. The centre has even rolled 
out an SMS messaging system to provide 
access to local information.

Just keeping the information centre 
running has long been a key achievement. 
Only partially supported by council funding,  
the centre relies on grants and runs events 
such as an annual art exhibition to fund all 
of its services and activities. Businesses from 
around the Peninsula are encouraged to place 
a business card-sized advertisement on the 
coromandel town.nz business directory for 
just $55 plus GST per year. This not only 
makes it easy for customers to find each 
business, but it also helps support the work 
of the centre.

Lynne Fenwick, one of the trio responsible for the management of the  
Coromandel Town Information Centre. 
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Light and fire with Thunder Hop prove 
tops at Hot Water Beach
By Suzanne Hansen

Some time ago, Hot Water Beach Top 10 
holiday park owners, Sheree and Grant 
Webster, started thinking about an event 
that would bolster their winter occupancy 
rates and keep their staff busy during a 
traditionally slow time. They settled on the 
idea of a light festival to be held on Queen's 
Birthday Weekend. The event was set up as 
family-friendly event, all about fire and light. 

Due to uncertainties created by the  
Covid-19 pandemic, the festival was planned 
as a private event only open to Top 10 campers. 
In addition, when this year's Beach Hop was 
postponed, Sheree and Grant and their team 

joined up with Mark Aldridge from the New 
Zealand Motorhome Travel Group (NZMTG) 
to add a second event, called "Thunder Hop", 
to the weekend. And what a weekend it was!

On top of raising funds for the Hot Water 
Beach Surf Lifesaving Service, last Saturday 
evening featured 81 hot rods and classic 
cars for a "Show and Shine", a caravan and 
campervan lighting and decorating contest,  
a fire dancing contest, a cold balloon inflation 
walk-through, a hot balloon inflation night 
glow and a laser show. 

The evening was capped off with an 
astounding bonfire which took Grant almost 

four months to build. Grant, who is a former 
dairy farmer, definitely knows how to build 
a fire! 

Faced with the cancellation of two bands, 
Sheree and Grant managed to get a local 
musician to add a great soundtrack to the fire. 
The crowd, abundant with happy children, 
was mesmerised. 

The NZMTG has a large contingent of 
members with hot rods and classic cars. 
Thunder Hop was created to quell their desire 
to meet and show off their machines. 

The cars were an amazing drawcard for 
everyone at the event and created a festive 

atmosphere for all ages. The cars came from 
all over the North Island and the holiday park 
was at nearly full capacity. 

Grant says that it was fabulous to have 
people staying in the park, since there were 
times of late when it has been a bit of a ghost 
town. He added that he loves the NZMTG 
members. They are fun and somewhat 
different from the park's typical high season 
demographic.  

Grant and Sheree say that they will 
definitely host the festival again next 
year and maybe open it up more to the  
local community.

Last weekend's light festival and "Thunder Hop" events held at the Hot Water Beach Top 10 holiday park were a great success.
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“Land of a Thousand Sorrows 
Revisited” - New Zealand Premiere
The Mercury Bay Museum, Mercury Twin Cinemas and documentary maker, Deke Richards, are proud 
to announce the Canadian documentary, “Land of a Thousand Sorrows Revisited”, will be making its 
Aotearoa New Zealand debut in Whitianga on Saturday, 11 June at 3:00pm.
The documentary follows the unknown and untold story of the Canadian Patriots from Lower and Upper 
Canada who were exiled to an Australian penal colony on HMS Buffalo from 1840 to 1848 and their legacy 
today. “The documentary tells another story of the Buffalo that is the international link,” says Rebecca 
Cox, Mercury Bay Museum manager and member of the HMS Buffalo Re-examination Project. “We are very 
honored and excited to be premiering the film for Deke as it has been a long time in the making.”
The documentary having its New Zealand premiere in Whitianga is significant as the Buffalo is interwoven 
in the town's history. The ship was built in India in 1813 and originally named “Hindostan”. Not long after 
her completion, the Royal British Navy purchased the Hindostan and as part of this acquisition, she was 
renamed HMS Buffalo to serve her newly found purpose as a transport, timber carrying, quarantine and 
immigrant ship that would travel between England, Australia, Canada and Aotearoa New Zealand.
On one of the Buffalo’s New Zealand trips in 1840, she anchored in Mercury Bay. She was caught in a 
storm and became a complete loss. The shipwreck now lies 50m off Buffalo Beach and is a protected 
archaeological site under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act.  
In early 2021, the HMS Buffalo Re-examination Project began. It aims to complete a detailed site survey to 
provide an accurate interpretation of the shipwreck.
Tickets to the premiere, which will take place at Mercury Twin Cinemas in Lee Street, Whitianga - cost 
$10 each. After the premiere, there will be a Q&A session with Deke and members of the HMS Buffalo Re-
examination Project. To book, please phone (07) 866 0730 or pop into the Mercury Bay Museum. Tickets 
are limited.
Pictured is an artist’s image of HMS Buffalo foundering on Buffalo Beach.

Thinking about thinking: 
the gambler’s fallacy
The sixth in a series of articles where Whitianga 
resident, Max Ross, is exploring the way we 
think.
On 8 August 1913, in a casino in Monte Carlo, 
the roulette wheel landed on black 26 times in 
a row. When the wheel landed on black for 25 
times in a row, the probability of the next spin 
being black is still 50 percent.

When the wheel was black so many times, 
people furiously bet on red believing that the 
odds of red were now better than on any other 
spin. In fact the odds of red or black have not 
changed and these gamblers fell victim to the 
gambler’s fallacy. They continued to bet on 
red long after the streak had finished, believing 
that red was now more likely, as the blacks had 
been “used up”.

Thinking about probabilities is hard for us. 
There are lots of confusing and counterintuitive 
things that happen with probabilities. I have 
always maintained that Lotto is a tax on the 
mathematically stupid. The odds of winning 
are so small that it’s not worth playing the 
game. Others tell me, “Well someone has to 
win and that someone could be me.” After a big 
Lotto win, players select last week’s winning 
numbers less in the following week, believing 
that there is less chance of them coming up 
again. The gambler’s fallacy is a way that we 
incorrectly think about probability. The chance 
of a row of things happening is increasingly 
rare. The chance of getting black 26 times in 
a row is around one in 67 million. While this 
is really rare, the very next time we spin the 
wheel, there is still a 50/50 chance either way.

When I was teaching mathematics, I used 
to ask the students to generate some random 
numbers. They had homework of tossing a coin 
a hundred times and recording the results. We 
then used this data in some of our probability 
work. There was always someone who didn’t 

bother tossing the coin and making up the 
outcomes instead. These were easy to spot due 
to the gambler’s fallacy. When they made up 
the results, they avoided strings of heads or 
tails and these occur more regularly than you 
would expect when you toss a hundred coins.

The gambler’s fallacy keeps gamblers 
gambling. “I have now lost so many times,  
I must be due for a win soon.” The gambler’s 
fallacy is a deep-rooted bias that is really hard 
to overcome. Some experiments have shown 
that teaching people about probability doesn’t 
reduce their susceptibility to the gambler’s 
fallacy. Age reduces the susceptibility in other 
experiments. Older people are less influenced 
by unrelated past events.

This bias has more consequences than just 
for gamblers. When US asylum judges have 
granted asylum to the last two people, they 
are 5.5 percent less likely to approve the 
third person. The best way to counteract the 
gambler’s fallacy is to see each event as a new 
beginning. Training yourself to think of each 
random event as a new beginning can help you 
to avoid falling into the gambler’s fallacy.
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Les Sinton - nearly 50 years in the 
house removal business
By Pam Ferla

Wherever Tairua man, Les Sinton Junior, drives around the 
North Island, he is likely to spot a house that he moved. Some got 
there on huge trailers, some by barge and some were sawed into 
transportable sizes before their journey. Les has a lot of photos 
and memories of nearly 50 years in the house removal business, 
starting as a teenager working for his dad and later running his 
own company. 

When soldier, Les Sinton Senior, returned from World War II, 
he got a job spraying DDT (insecticide banned in NZ since 1989) 
around the Coromandel. He liked Tairua and planned to return. 

Les Senior started a house removal business in the early 50s, 
based in Tauranga. Some of the removals were personal. One was 
the front part of an old railway house, being one room and a cute 
porch with fretwork. This became the family bach on Manaia 
Road in Tairua. One wall was missing, so he built a replacement, 
as you do. Eventually, a second room was moved on site to be a 
bedroom. “Few houses were moved on the Coromandel then as 
the roads were such a mission to negotiate,” says Les Junior, as 
he flicks through photo albums of hundreds of buildings he has 
moved, including churches, a petrol station and huge milk silos. 

In the early days of house removals in New Zealand, they 
were shifted with bullocks. During WWII, a lot of prefabricated 
defence force buildings were moved. By the 1960s, towns were 
being established around dams in places like Turangi. Sometimes, 
when a project finished, all the houses were taken elsewhere.  
As populations moved, school rolls also changed and this brought 
the need to transport more classrooms on site. 

After a couple of years working for his dad, Les Junior got 
a job with a bigger company in Tauranga, eventually becoming 
co-owner of the business, Saxton and Sinton Limited. He recalls 
early house removal trailers were very basic, some almost home 
built, with the horsepower of the trucks “very marginal”. 

Since then, there were many changes. Engineering firms started 

specialising in building transport trailers for the industry. “But the 
biggest change was the introduction of hydraulics and trailers that 
steered independently,” says Les. “Along with hydraulic trailers 
came lifting jacks. Most trailers lift around 3m. Before hydraulics, 
it was very heavy manual work and places like the Pepe Bridge, 
with its high sides, would have to have planks down. Then the 
horsepower of the towing units increased dramatically and the 
comfort of drivers also improved.” 

Another major change was introduced when wide loads had to 
be piloted by a member of the Ministry of Transport and later the 
Police. Eventually the accreditation of wide load pilots became 
law, so this job could be done “in house”. The scenario of queues 
of frustrated drivers behind crawling house trucks is less likely 
now that removals are mostly done at night. While allowed on the 
road during daytime in quieter areas, in many regions they cannot 
be on the road until 10:30pm and off by 7:00am. 

With every job Les Junior did, buildings were measured and 
assessed with regional transport regulations taken into account. 
Some had to be cut, sometimes into three, and a two-storied 
house might have required at least four cuts. Routes had to be 
carefully planned. 

On one job, Les’s company drove a house that was 11m wide 
across the tarmac of Tauranga Airport. “At the time, the rules did 
not allow a building that wide to be transported more than 5km, 
so we took a short cut, with permission, to solve this problem,” 
grins Les. 

One of the most challenging jobs on the Coromandel was a 
house transported from Whangaparoa to Whangamatā by barge. 
There were two cottages on the barge, one for Whangamatā and 
one for Ohiwa. “The jobs I remember most are the logistical 
challenges such as a school house going from Kaingaroa to 
Auckland and then barged to Colville,” says Les.Photo albums remind Les Sinton of all the buildings  

he has transported around the North Island. (Continued on page 18)
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Occasionally there was a job with a difference, 
like the Police request to prop up a house that 
had been hit by a car. There was also salvage 
work - in Edgecumbe after the earthquake 
or after weather bombs. When a big storm 
eroded Waihi Beach in the late 1960s, some 
houses were shifted further back on their 
sections, away from the sea. 

Les recalls one house at Katikati being 
swept away in floods. “One time my 
opposition moved a house onto a new 
subdivision, then discovered it was placed on 
the wrong section,” he says. “He asked me 
to give him a hand as he was running out of 
time to relocate it, which I did. We covered a 
big area and every job and every place was 
different. Moving in the rain was the worst, 
because you are in and out of the truck a lot 
and the wind is a problem if you are craning a 
building or taking off the roof.

“You do need a strong back in this job 
and it helps if you are easy going. Also, you 
don’t want the guy who is the main driver 
to be a show off. My drivers had real pride 
and they would get upset if they caused any 
damage. But accidents can happen. It had 
to be a team effort, otherwise it could be 
very dangerous. I’m proud that there were 
no serious injuries in my business, but the 
potential for harm is always there and there 
have been fatalities in the industry. Now you 
have radio communication between the team, 
which makes it all much safer.”  

Les admits some jobs could be nerve-
wracking. “Sometimes I was partway through 
a job and wondering why on earth I was doing 
it,” he says. “But there were also times at the 
end of the week when I would have a beer in 
the workshop with the gang, after completing 

a challenging job and knowing the customer 
was happy, and I’d have a nice feeling of 
satisfaction.

“Men who enjoyed the work stayed in the 
industry for years and others did not last past 
lunch time on their first day.”

A big part of Les’s work was in the Bay 
of Plenty as lifestyle blocks became popular. 
This coincided with very good beach homes 
becoming available for relocation. Another 
side of the business was re-piling houses.  
“In the 50s and 60s, there were a lot of houses 
with wooden piles that were shot and a big 
part of the business was replacing them, 
many around Thames and the Coromandel,” 
recalls Les. “I feel a particular satisfaction 
when driving past historic Athenree House, 
near Waihi. This was a big challenge because 
it was in a very poor state and near collapse. 
We had to carefully secure the building 
before we could even start re-piling it, prior 
to its renovation.”  

Les’s biggest Tairua job was moving the 
building that became St Francis House from 
a paddock by Red Bridge Road south of town 
to its current site by St Francis Church (on 
the main road). It was a very high building 
involving the cutting of power lines. 

Les and his wife, Lori, have a new house 
on the site of the family’s old bach. Their 
kitchen splashback features a charming old 
photo of the tiny bach that was once a railway 
house. It’s a reminder of how buildings 
that were moved from one site to another 
can bring new life and appreciation to new 
families. However, Les says matter-of-factly, 
as he closes his photo albums, “It was just a 
way to make a living. There are better ways 
and there are worse.”

Nearly 50 years in 
house removals
(Continued from page 16)

Queen’s Service Medal awarded 
to Hahei Fire Chief
Hahei Fire Chief, Ian Carter’s service to Fire and Emergency New Zealand and the community 
has been recognised with a Queen’s Service Medal awarded to him in the Queen’s Birthday 
and Platinum Jubilee Honours List announced on Monday this week.

Mr Carter has been a member of Hahei Volunteer Fire Brigade since its inception in 1974 
and has been Chief Fire Officer since 1996. He was part of a group that lobbied for better 

fire protection in Hahei, leading to 
the acquisition of second-hand fire 
equipment and the establishment of 
the Hahei brigade as an auxiliary unit 
of the Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
He was Officer in Charge of the Hahei 
brigade from 1976 to 1982. 

In 1996, Hahei became a standalone 
Volunteer Fire Brigade and Mr Carter 
became the inaugural Chief Fire Officer. 
He is one of the foundation members of 
the Fire and Emergency Peer Support 
Group. He was also instrumental 
in the establishment of an ongoing 
working partnership between Fire 
and Emergency, the Hot Water Beach 
Surf Lifesaving Service and St John 
Ambulance. 

Mr Carter qualified as a lifeguard in his 
teenage years, becoming a member 
of the Hot Water Beach Lifeguard 
Service in the early 1990s, where he 
has remained active as a mentor and 
member of the committee. He has also 
developed a walking track through 
his farm outside Hahei to Cathedral 
Cove, allowing Mercury Bay residents 
and tourists to walk from Whitianga 
to Hahei, and first responders to have 
easier access to Cathedral Cove.

Pictured is Mr Carter helping to put out 
a large fire at the Mercury Bay Golf Club 
in January last year.
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National Volunteer Week - time to say a heartfelt thank you to almost 8,000 volunteers

Love, connection and offering a 
hearfelt thank you are at the centre of  
Te wiki tūao ā motu (National Volunteer Week) 
for St John this year. 

The week of celebration runs from Sunday, 
19 June to Saturday, 25 June and is a chance 
for everyone to thank those who go out of their 
way to make a difference as a volunteer. St John 
will be celebrating the work of almost 8,000 
volunteers who contribute more than three 
million hours every year across our operational 
and community programmes. 

These volunteers are the lifeblood of St 
John, people who go out of their way to 
strengthen ties and friendship in the community 
across many different programmes. They 
include ambulance and events, archives, area 
committees, caring callers, community carers, 
chaplaincy, fellowship, friends of the emergency 
department/hospital, St John health shuttle,  
St John retail stores, therapy pets and youth 
leaders. Without our volunteers’ generous 
contributions of time, energy, and local 
knowledge, our services would not be able to 
exist or operate. 

Te wiki tūao ā motu theme for 2022 is 
“Share the Aroha”, which focuses on “doing” 
something and sharing love to thank our 
amazing volunteers. In 2020, a St John report on 
the financial worth of our dedicated volunteer 
workforce showed that across ambulance 
shifts, training and retail stores, our volunteers 
contributed almost $140 million of value, 
“Sharing the Aroha”. 

Yet volunteers are individuals who do 
not want gifts or the desire to be placed 

Di Taylor, the St John volunteer team 
manager in Whitianga.

in the spotlight for their valuable efforts.  
Our volunteers tell us they love what they do 
and don’t seek attention for their kind actions 
or sacrifice of time. They are typically people 
who want to give and contribute, rather than 
get anything in return. They tell us that simply 
being a St John volunteer is rewarding enough. 
It provides them with an opportunity to make a 
significant contribution to their community and 
it’s also a great way to connect, to give, to keep 
learning, to be active and to take notice (the five 
ways of wellbeing).

Despite their modesty, St John recognises 
the special work each volunteer does and for 
this year’s National Volunteer Week, we would 
like to say a humble thank you. We believe 
that making time to listen to or be there for 
others is invaluable. We hope everyone in the 
community will “do something” and “Share the 
Aroha” along with St John during the week of 
19 to 25 June.

The St John Siren
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What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAL EVENTS
Thames Valley Rugby - Saturday, 11 June (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Thames. Away game in Thames. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B v Thames. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Waihou. Home game in Coromandel Town. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Area School First XV v Te Aroha College. Away game in Te Aroha. Kick-off at 11:15am.
New Zealand Premiere of "A Land of a Thousand Sorrows Revisited"
Saturday, 11 June at 3:00pm at Mercury Twin Cinemas, Lee Street, Whitianga. A documentary about the Canadian 
Patriots from Lower and Upper Canada who were exiled to an Australian penal colony, featuring HMS Buffalo. 
Tickets $10 each, available from the Mercury Bay Museum, phone (07) 866 0730.
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 15 October. Five distances ranging from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more 
information and to enter.

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on  
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on  
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.  
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.

Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as 
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

 
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 1005

Last week’s winner - Christine Whibley

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz 
to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from 
the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under 
the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s solution

ACROSS 
1.   Pile of earth
7.   Obvious
8.   Chose
10. Impractical           
      visionary
12. Clutching
14. One time
16. Castle ditch
17. Escapes
20. Alpine landslides

23. Squally
24. Confection  
      on a stick
25. Curved (roof)

DOWN
1.   Making cow sound
2.   Have (to)
3.   Mimicked
4.   Stupefies
5.   Not temporary

6.   Go hungry
9.   Smears
11. Pleasant tasting
13. Pen tip
15. Spiral fastener
16. Paltry
18. Remained
19. Ship’s room
21. Food preparer
22. Grain storage facility
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Once in a lifetime snorkel experience
A contribution by the Friends of Te Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve Trust

The Experiencing Marine Reserves (EMR) Te Kura Moana 
annual Poor Knights snorkel trip took place on Friday, 13 May. 
As in previous years, the trip was sponsored by Dive! Tutukaka 
and the Bobby Stafford-Bush Foundation. Students came from 
as far north as Kerikeri and as far south as the Catlins in Otago. 
They were selected based on the action projects they undertook 
and the enthusiasm they showed when studying and experiencing 
the marine environment. 

The national delivery of the EMR programme is supported by 
the Tindall Foundation. The Friends of Te Whanganui-A-Hei 
Marine Reserve Trust is responsible for the delivery of EMR on 
the Coromandel Peninsula and Hauraki Plains. 

EMR started in Tai Tokerau/Northland in 2001 with just three 
schools and the idea of comparing unprotected marine areas 
to fully protected marine reserves. Water safety messages are 
embedded throughout the programme. Seeing huge tāmure/
snapper swimming in the ocean has inspired thousands of 
children to take action for the marine environment and to exercise 
kaitiakitanga (guardianship) for their local beach or harbour.

Due to bad weather and the Covid-19 pandemic the Friends 
of Te Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve Trust could not run a 
full EMR programme over the course of the past few months and 
organised an “Ocean Art” competition instead. The purpose of the 
competition was to promote marine conservation and information 
about Te Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve. The competition 
was won by Daniel Vaughan of Mercury Bay Area School and 
Zander Allan Curnow of Parawai school.

This year, 31 students and 29 parents/caregivers from 22 schools 
participated in the Poor Knights trip. Special guests included 
representatives from non-profit organisation, Live Ocean, and 
Vanessa Grace with her stepson, who represented the legacy 
of and lifelong commitment to marine conservation by the late  
Dr Roger Grace. 

Travelling on the vessel “Perfect Day”, the snorkel site was the 
Gardens at Maroro Bay. This part of the Poor Knights Islands has 
been protected by a no-take status since 1981. The participants 
were delighted to see thousands of two spot demoiselles, black 

angel fish, snapper galore and the friendly sandagers wrasse.  
The conditions were like an aquarium.

It was the first time Daniel Vaughan and his father, Grant, visited 
the poor Knights. “I was excited to come here,” said Daniel.  
“It was really fun. I liked diving down and seeing all the fish. I saw 
an eagle ray, it was so close I could have dived down and touched 
it. I also saw a really cool jellyfish that was drifting along and had 
flashing lights on the side.”

Grant said his first look underwater was a shock. “The clarity of 
the water was a standout thing, so different to back home,” he said. 
“Daniel has really blown me away with the time and effort he put 
into his artwork. He spent days on it, the research he did and the 
way he portrayed the fish. I was super impressed and really happy 
for him that he got selected.”

Anyone who would like more information or to register their 
school’s interest in the EMR programme, must please contact 
Hauraki/Coromandel Regional Coordinator, Amber Boyd, email 
amber@emr.org.nz. Donations can be made to The Friends of 
Te Whanganui-A-Hei Marine Reserve Trust (Charities Services 
number CC43790), account number 03-1578 0095821-000.

Image left: Mercury Bay Area School student, Daniel 
Vaughan (second from the left) and Parawai School 
student, Zander Allan Curnow (next to Daniel), 
with their parents, Grant (on the left) and Dave, 
during the annual Experiencing Marine Reserves 
Te Kura Moana Poor Knights snorkel trip on 13 May.  
Image above: The winning artwork that secured 
Daniel a spot on the trip.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Ian Johnson

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or 
scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under 
the COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time.

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
"Āhea koe haere ai?" - "When are you going?" ("Haere" could be changed to such verbs as "mahi", "whakaoti", or "tīmata" to  

change the meaning to "When are you doing it/finishing it/beginning it?" Possible answers included in next weeks text.)
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at our new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page.

 Sudoku Puzzle 1005
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Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1182
Fishing Report  

We've addressed many times the subject of 
skipper responsibility on the water and also 
what are the legal obligations of a skipper. 

At this stage, it is not a legal requirement 
to hold a boating licence to operate a 
recreational vessel in New Zealand waters.  
A recreational boat, unless it’s a jetski, doesn't 
have to be registered. Just because there are 
no requirements for recreational vessels to be 
registered or licences issued, doesn't relieve 

you as a skipper from the laws, by-laws or 
regulations while on the water. 

In some Australian states, your vessel must 
be registered and you must hold a boating 
licence. If you breach or break those laws, 
you risk heavy fines, your vessel being 
impounded and the loss of your licence.  
In some states, loss of your boat licence also 
means loss of your car licence. Set out below 
are the current New Zealand regulations and 

responsibilities for the skipper of a vessel.
Know the maritime rules
Every boat, no matter how big or small, 
must have a skipper. The skipper is legally 
responsible for the safety of the boat and all 
the people on board, and is also responsible 
for complying with all of the relevant rules 
and regulations. Even though no licence is 
required to operate a pleasure boat in New 
Zealand, ignorance of any maritime rules or 
regional bylaws is not accepted as an excuse. 
Failure to comply can lead to instant fines  
or prosecution. 

Before you undertake any form of boating 
activity, we recommend you undertake some 
form of boating education and understand the 
“rules of the road on the water”.
Lifejackets must be carried on board or worn 
at all times
Maritime law requires all skippers to carry 
enough lifejackets of the right size and type 
for everyone on board. We recommend 
that lifejackets are worn at all times when 
underway, especially by children and non-
swimmers. Lifejackets must also be worn in 
any situation where there is an increased risk 
to safety. 

Know the bylaws for your region about 
lifejackets. Many regions also have bylaws 
in place that make it compulsory for 
lifejackets to be worn at all times or in certain 
circumstances, and for communication 

devices to be carried while boating.  
Check with your regional council before 
going out.
Know or check your bylaws
Many regions also have bylaws covering 
navigational safety. The MarineMate app 
(free for android and iPhones) will deliver 
regional bylaws to your smart phone.
Avoid alcohol
Safe boating and alcohol do not mix. Things 
can change quickly on the water. All on board 
need to stay alert and aware.
Stick to safe speeds
Keep to a safe speed. This means slowing 
down in situations where you may find it 
difficult to see another boat, eg in waves, 
rain or fog, or when there is glare on the 
water. Understand and operate within the 
speed limits - five knots is the maximum 
speed permitted for all boats in New Zealand 
within 200m of the shore or any boat with a 
dive flag, and within 50m of any other boat  
or swimmer. 

Remember, as the skipper it's your head on 
the chopping block if things turn to custard 
as a result of negligence. Be responsible and 
keep your vessel and crew safe at all times.  

And if in doubt, don't go out. 
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz

Twenty-four fish weighed  
in snapper tournament
Seventy-nine anglers fishing 
off 29 boats participated in 
the Mercury Bay Game Fishing 
Club’s Snapper Tournament on 
Saturday last week. Twenty-
four fish were weighed. The 
prize pool was made up of the  
entry fees.
Mark Phillips (vessel Corblimey) 
took out first spot with a snapper 
weighing 8.91kg. For his effort, 
he took home an amount of 
$790. In second place was Mark 
Franklin (vessel GnT) with a fish 
weighing 8.17kg. He pocketed 
$434. Vance Fulton (vessel GnT) 
rounded out the top three with a 
snapper of 8.15kg. He received 
$316 in prize money.
Pictured is Mark Phillips with 
his winnings at the prizegiving 
on Saturday evening.
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email 
your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz 
to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from 
Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed under Covid-19 Alert Level 2 or lower.

Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Acrostic Puzzle

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1005

Brain Teaser - Figures of Fun
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s winner - Tom Dicks

Figures of Fun Instructions - Each letter has a different 
numerical value between one and nine. Find out what 
each letter represents to reach the added totals by 
reading across and down. Two values have been filled in. 

A. Mug, B. Ogre, C. Thy, 
D. Hog, E. Enhance,  
F. Red, G. Thrice, H. Effort, 
I. Rewrote, J. Evolve,  
K. Shoving, L. Aerobic, 
M. Infer, N. Nor, O. Down,  
P. Inborn, Q. Alfalfa.
A - Q: Mother Teresa, 
India.
“Even the rich are hungry 
for love, for being cared 
for, for being wanted, for 
having someone to call 
their own.”
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International minigolf coming  
to Whitianga
By Pauline Stewart

What do you do when you struggle to find 
time to see your partner, you know you need 
to change something significant and you 
are aware that Covid will soon lock down  
your city? 

Well, Darren Prole and Krissy Robinson 
decided to start a new kind of life together 
and made the decision to leave Auckland and 
buy a business. Their first point of enquiry 
was minigolf businesses for sale. Beyond 
Auckland, there were two on the New 
Zealand landscape. They chose Wild Wood 
Mini Golf in Whitianga. This was a year and 
half ago and their predictions about Auckland 
locking down proved to be correct.  

When asked why minigolf, Darren 
chuckled, “When we came to Whitianga,  
I was the New Zealand minigolf champion. 
Yep, it sounds good saying that as people 
think of golf or tennis when it comes to being 
the champion of a country, but not minigolf. 
I was always into sport and enjoyed athletics, 
but finally had to change due to injuries which 
determined that running as a sport wasn’t an 
option. Looking for something else, I chose 
cricket but my friend and I were after a sport 
where we could participate together. We did 
not think of minigolf as a sport until we came 
across a story about a minigolf tournament. 
We entered and that was the start. I love  
the game.”  

Krissy hastened to add, “Darren is very 
serious when he is playing, so much focus.” 

When asked about their new business 
after just one year and a half, Krissy said,  
“We love it. We needed to make some changes 
to branding and the way we marketed the 
venue. We dropped the prices to welcome in 
the local market. We offer craft workshops 
and on Sunday afternoons from 4:00pm to 
5:30pm, it’s the Social Club at Wild Wood. 
Adults bring a drink of alcohol and enjoy a 
game of mini golf.  The first time is free and 
with just $10 a game, it is very affordable.”

Both Darren and Krissy were aware when 

they made the leap to live in a smaller town, 
that it wasn’t always easy getting to know 
people and fitting in as newcomers, so both 
have jumped into Whitianga life. 

With a graphic design background, Krissy 
has taken up the role of marketing coordinator 
for both the New Zealand Toy Library 
Federation and the New Zealand Minigolf 
Federation, as well as the role of president 
of the Whitianga Toy Library. “I am very 
involved with the Toy Library and have made 
good friends,” she said. “Whether you feel 

at home or feel you belong in a community 
depends on how involved you decide to be. 
Growing up we were always told to give 
back. We love the people here. We know their 
names and they know us.”

Darren added, “Covid helped us find 
this business and move to Whitianga. You 
run a business so that you can make a life,  
but you also have opportunity to improve 
others’ lives. Minigolf is not a spectator 
sport, it really only works when you are a 
participant and I think that’s our attitude to 
most things we do.”

In December this year, Wild Wood will host 
the New Zealand international open minigolf 
tournament. As an open tournament, anyone 
can enter, even on the day. Competitors 
from all over New Zealand and Australia 
are expected to participate, plus a small 
contingent from Europe. 

As part of the preparations for the open 
tournament, a “putting tour” is underway with 
eight stops around New Zealand. Whitianga 
is the second to last stop, hosting the tour on 
13 October.  

In March 2022, Darren lost his title of New 
Zealand minigolf champion, but he is very 
keen to reclaim the title in December on his 
home turf at Wild Wood.  Krissy will also be 
entering the open. “I’m an enthusiast” she 
says. “Minigolf is for everyone. We simply 
don’t have a target market. We have been so 
busy and that has to be a good sign.”

Wild Wood Mini Golf owners, Krissy Robinson (fourth from the left) and Darren Prole (second from 
the right), with some of those who enjoyed the venue’s Social Club last Sunday afternoon.
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PENINSULA GLASS AND SCREENS
We have a vacancy in our team for a reliable and motivated person who 
is interested in learning the glazing and aluminium joinery business. 
Training will be given in glass and glazing, as well as the maintenance of 
aluminium joinery and the production of insect screens and doors.
We offer the successful applicant a good team environment with 
interesting and varied work, including architectural, commercial and site 
installations, glazing and hardware.
The successful applicant must be well presented and have good 
communication skills, as well as being capable of heavy lifting. A full 
driver's licence is an advantage, but not essential.
Apply in writing with CV, contact details and references to:
The Manager
Peninsula Glass & Screens
Campbell Street
Whitianga
Email: alg@worthy.co.nz

Classifieds and Public Notices

Classifieds and Public Notices
SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICE

STEWART, Colin Clark  
(of Whitianga)

Passed away at Thames Hospital  
on 2 June 2022, aged 87 years. 
Beloved husband of Rosalind  

for 64 years.  
Loving father of Ian, Graeme  

and the late babies  
Paul and Trevor. 

Brother of the late Leona and Rex. 
Loved father-in-law of Bronwyn 
and loving grandfather of Jessica 
(Brisbane), Dylan and Amanda,  
and great-grandfather of Sophia, 
Gabriella, Amelia and Brecken.
“Finally out of pain and lying  

at rest, dreaming of steam  
engines and cars.”

Forever in our hearts.  
Rest in peace Colin.

In accordance with the family’s 
wishes a private cremation  

has taken place.  
A memorial service will be held  

at a later date.
TWENTYMANS

DEATH NOTICES

Catherine’s Column
By Catherine Delahunty - Coromandel Peninsula resident and former Green Party MP

Best intentions 

The recent government announcement on climate 
action is simply too little too late. Climate chaos is 
speeding up while denial of the crisis is paralysing 
actions that would work like a flood of sticky golden 
syrup. 
The syrupy rhetoric of personal responsibility also 
makes anxious people focus on electric cars and 
bikes rather than economic system change. “Let us 
all try and perfect ourselves if we can afford it,” is 
not a helpful message. It is far more helpful to work 
on public transport options and I appreciate Waikato 
Regional Council representative, Denis Tegg’s local 
work in this space. 
It is far more helpful to demand a change to agricultural emissions via reducing the national 
herd so we can cut methane, but dairy is making so much money. People want to believe that 
techno magic will fix methane, but it’s not going to be enough. 
If we were able to see climate chaos as a common enemy, we might take it more seriously 
as a country. If we could understand that our oil-based way of life has built populations and 
wealth but has to change, it would be a start. If we could listen to the frontline indigenous 
communities of the Pacific instead of corporate greed, we might be better prepared. If we 
could recognise that poorer people need to be supported in this crisis rather than survival of 
the richest, we might be creating a just transition away from oil. 
Some things we can do. We can start to listen deeply to tangata whenua when they share their 
matauranga about how Aotearoa can heal both people and the environment. We all need to 
replace our fossil fuel energy use by reducing consumption and few want to talk about that. 
Our “right” to fly the world any time, our right to imported goods, our right to endless shopping,  
to drive anywhere anytime, to burn energy all day every day is never questioned. But behind 
that is a corporate model based on the “right to make a profit”, and that is driving the crisis.  
It is a bit like a person who was reported saying that lockdowns were an attack on “our right 
to go out for dinner”. These are not rights, they are entitled views. 
We must support a transition to cleaner jobs. Let’s not mine mountains using fossil fuels but 
mine e-waste for the metals we need. Gold by the way is already abundant above the ground, 
there is enough already mined for technology use for the next 400 years or so. 
The climate crisis is well underway, we face biodiversity loss and levels of chemical pollution 
now threatening our fertility as a species. But we are not powerless, we can demand more of 
our government. 
As for local government we need leaders who are willing to talk about the huge challenges 
in a region like Hauraki. When coastal communities cannot insure their houses, people will 
start blaming and panicking, so we need to start listening to people like Katina Conomos who 
recently challenged Thames-Coromandel District Council to share all the data about subsidence 
at Moanataiari in Thames.  We have champions for realistic change, we need to hear them.  
We need to hear the vision of the first people of Hauraki. It is time to keep calm and face climate  
chaos together.

WHITIANGA SEA SCOUTS -
COME AND JOIN US!

We are looking to start up Sea 
Scouts again after a Covid break. 

We are very lucky to live in 
Whitianga and to have the ocean  

at our front door.  
Keas, Cubs and Scouts run  

water-based and land activities  
such as tramping, kayaking,  

sailing and much much more.  
Join us today! 

Contact Fiona Lee  
for more information  

and/or to register your interest
021 230 2506

KATARiNA BRiNK-LEE  
Tragically taken away from us. 

Funeral to be held at the  
Mercury Bay Club in Whitianga  
on Friday, 10 June at 12:00pm. 

THE MERCURY BAY INFORMER IS LOOKING FOR A JUNIOR 
EMPLOYEE TO WORK WITH OUR GENERAL MANAGER IN 
OUR ADVERTISING AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

The successful applicant will be required to create advertisements, 
follow up with existing and potential advertisers regarding sales and 
assist with general administration duties.
We are looking for someone:
• Who is computer literate.
• Who is creative.
• Who is confident in communicating with others in a kind and 

professional manner, whether in person, on the phone or via email.
• Who is a great team player and willing to step in and help whenever 

needed.
No previous experience in sales or graphic design is necessary, but a 
willingness to learn is crucial.
Attractive remuneration is on offer and hours of work can be 
negotiated.
If you are interested, please email a cover letter and your CV  
to office@theinformer.co.nz.
Applications close on Tuesday, 21 June.
All applications will be treated in the strictest of confidence.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently 

being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm,  

Monday to Friday.

At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
OPC operates a WorkWell programme  

where your wellbeing matters. 
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with  

any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

Classifieds and Public Notices
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RubbisH Removal 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

WORK WANTED

Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

DAVE’S 
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,  
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.

30 Years Experience.  
Free Quotes or Advice.

Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

CHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times  
please visit our website

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

House WasHiNG
House wash, roof wash,  
fences, driveway, patios -  

soft-wash for best moss and lichen 
clean and treatment,  

exterior window cleaning  
or general waterblasting,  

100m hose so access no problem. 
Cover the whole peninsula. 

Phone 0800 747 787  
or andy direct 027 313 4386

ALL HOUSE AND PROPERTY  
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040

CHimNeY sWeeP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years ser vicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

(021) 781 081

COROMANDEL gARAgE DOORS
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188

Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

THE BESS HANDZ  
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS

Alterations, repairs,  
zip and hem service.  

Phone 866 5277.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR SALE

GUM FIREWOOD 
$160/cube

Phone Jimmy 021 063 2057

FIREWOOD FOR SAlE 
Dry pine, shed stored. 

$120/cube, free delivery.
Phone Rob 027 247 7410

FiReWooD FoR sale 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu, 
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay

Phone/text 0274 958 033 
or (07) 867 1361

All welcome
WHITIANGA SDA FEllOWSHIP

First Saturday of the month 10:00am,  
at the Town Hall.  

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069 
Community Representative  

Jan 027 248 2984 

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presbyterian/Methodist Church

Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.

Come join us.  
Families are welcome.

Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing. 
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  

or 027 320 1703.

WINDOW CLEANING

laRGe DisPlaY CabiNeT  
WiTH miNiaTuRe liQuoR 

boTTle ColleCTioN  
Phone 027 247 7410  

to enquire

VEHIclES WANTED 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,  

damaged, de-registered,  
mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 

call 0800 333 398

WANTED
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Sport Results

MERCURy BAy GOLF AND COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 31 May  
Results: 1 Rod Stewart, 2 Gavin Green, 3 John Turnbull. 
Eighteen-hole Ladies Lou Rivas Trophy - 
Wednesday, 1 June
Results Division 1: 1 Sheree Henderson, 2 Faith Stock,  
3 Julie Rutledge.  
Nearest the Pin # 4: Gail Doughty, Nearest the Pin #18: 
Sharyn Smith, Longest Putt: Julie Rutledge.
Men’s Scramble Stableford - Wednesday, 1 June 
Results: 1 Wayne McGregor 39, 2 Pete Maher 39,  
3 Dave Enright 36. 
Best Gross: Dave Enright 73.
Men’s Scramble Stableford - Saturday, 4 June 
Results: 1 Tim Hennessey 38, 2 Mark Kilgour 36,  
3 Rohit Ranchhod 35.
Best Gross: Richard Bennett 82.
PURANGI GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB     
Nine-hole Men and Ladies - Tuesday, 31 May  
Results Gross: 1 Wayne Morrison, 2 Equal Dick Hawke  

and Jim Brown.  
Results Stableford: 1 Equal Jim Brown and Dick Hawke,  
3 Anne Costello and Neil Gollan.    
Secret Hole: 1 Equal John Hamilton and Phil Costello. 
Cooks Beach Hardware Monthly Medal - 
Saturday, 4 June 2022
Results Net: 1 John van Groenedaal 66, 2 Jeff Bright 70, 
3 Kevin Milroy 70, 4 John Hamilton 71. 4BBB: John van 
Groenedaal and Lauchie Phillips 63, Best Gross: Kevin 
Milroy 88, Twos/Net Eagles: John van Groenedaal.
MERCURy BAy CLUB
Snooker - Wednesday, 1 June
Best of three frames.
Ten players took part, and it was only Wayne Malcolm 
and Ken Gibson with two straight wins who met in the 
final third frame. What an excellent frame it was with 
both contestants giving those who watched a show 
of some great potting, but it was Wayne who took the 
win and the $25 grocery voucher. Two wins for Ken 
Gibson (runner- up), Doug Pascoe, Dave Colman and 

Ian Baumgren, who also had the highest break of 23.   
Snooker - Saturday, 4 June 
Best of three frames.
Eleven players participated and it was Doug Pascoe, 
Ian Baumgren and Bob Haase who fought out the 
finals. Ian won the alley drawn bye and in the semi-
final, Bob despatched Doug and met Ian in the final 
frame. A great fought match, but Ian triumphed and 
took home the $25 grocery voucher. Bob Haase was 
runner up and also had the highest break of 25. Two 
wins for Doug Pascoe, Phil Jones and Barry Roach.
8-Ball - Sunday, 5 June 
Best of eight frames.
Sixteen players took part with visitors from out of town, 
so a doubles tournament was organised. The winners 
were Jason Smith and Julian Munro who won a meat 
pack each. The runners-up were Brett Proctor and 
Ross Munro who received $5 each. Bazza Russell and 
Bruce Lord struggled valiantly, but came up with the 
wooden spoon prize of a Crunchie bar each.
MERCURy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB 
Championship Pairs Round 5 - 
Wednesday, 1 June  
Results: 1 Kate Palmano and Sue Gill 63.19, 2 Robyn 
Hogg and Giorgio Allemano 61.11, 3 Augusta Canegallo 
and Pauline van Groenedaal 54.86. 
Championship Pairs - Thursday, 2 June
Results: 1 Julie Rutledge and Faith Stock 62.50,  
2 Augusta Canegallo and Hillary Scott 54.17, 3 Amy 
Hyde and Geoff Jervis 50.00. 
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Mahurangi Pairs Week One - Tuesday, 31 May 
North/South: 1 Bev Dickie and Don Barry 66.00,  
2 Jean Myles and Phillippa Hall 55.50, 3 Annette Cox 
and Peter Hogg 45.00. 
East/West: 1 Angela Butterworth and Robyn Hogg 
64.00, 2 Lee Hughes and Denise Knutson 50.50,  

3 Johanna Bonnar and Barry Scott 47.50.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB 
Monday, 30 May
North/South: 1 Shirley Smith and Peter McNeil 59.05, 
2 Diny Haus and Johanna Bonnar 55.24, 3 Nolene 
Kirkpatrick and Celia Young 52.86. 
East/West: 1 Judy McKenzie and Joan McNeil 65.00,  
2 Rob Stewart and Ron Baker 61.67, 3 Jocelyn Taylor  
and Chris Death 53.89.
MERCURy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Drawn Four’s Hart Shield - 
Thursday, 2 June
Winners: Alan Henderson, Maureen Lack, Joy McGregor 
and Wayne McNeil. 
Runners-up: Ken Lack, Colin Everett, Pat Fisher and 
Glynne Jackson.
Good Sports: Ian Pudney, Cheryl Henderson, Shirley 
Marshall and Sue Webb.
MERCURy BAy NETBALL CLUB
Wednesday, 1 June
year 5/6: Coromandel Champs 3 v Te Rerenga Tigers 
3, Shooting Stars 11 v Blue Stars 7, Red Devils 3  
v Whenuakite 3.
year 7/8: Coromandel 14 v Tairua Hikuai 11.
College: The Stingrays 16 v Pickles 21,  
Coromandel Year 9/10 26 v Team Blue 33, All Stars 16 
v Bumblebees 22.
Senior Division 1: MB Magic 53 v The OGs 23, Win or 
Booze 21 v MBAS Senior A 30, Left Over Bettys 10 v 
Fusion 46.
Senior Division 2: Bullzup 24 v Dynamos 29, 
YTG 30 v Midcourters 21, Know How Can’t Do 45  
v Pawfessionals 9.
MERCURy BAy SENIOR RUGBy
Saturday, 4 June
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B 34 v Waihi Athletic 5.

Dan Gaskell of the Mercury Bay Senior B rugby team evading a Waihi Athletic defender at  
Lyon Park in Whitianga on Saturday last week. Photo by John Pratt.








