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Overwhelming support for 
Dark Sky Community
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The stunning Otama Beach night sky as captured by Kiwi Way of Life photographer, Sean King. Moves are afoot for the Kūaotunu Peninsula to become a Dark Sky Community.
“... something to treasure and protect.”

By Tony Stickley

Moves to establish a Dark Sky Community on 
the Kūaotunu Peninsula have taken a major 
step forward with overwhelming support 
from the local community.

Paul Cook, one of the members of the 
Kūaotunu Peninsula Biosphere Working 
Group, which is behind the proposal to 
create a Dark Sky Community, said that 
initial funding had been secured to engage 
consultants to help progress the initiative. 
This will involve effecting changes to 
the current Thames-Coromandel District 
Council District Plan relating to outdoor  

lighting in the area.
Ultimately, the goal will be for the 

peninsula to meet the lighting requirements 
of the International Dark Sky Association 
(IDSA) in order to be recognised as a Dark 
Sky Community.

Currently there are a handful of such 
areas in New Zealand accredited as being 
light pollution-free, including Tekapo, Great 
Barrier and Stewart Islands, and in the 
Wairarapa

Paul, along with other members of the 
Biosphere Group - including amateur 

astronomer Alastair Brickell and lawyer and 
avid stargazer Edward Scorgie, who is putting 
together his own “home” observatory - 
believe that the Kūaotunu Peninsula’s relative 
isolation, far from bright city lights, makes it 
a strong contender to be the country’s next 
recognised Dark Sky area.

“We have some of the most glorious views 
of the stars in the night sky, something that 
should be treasured and protected,” Paul said. 
Edward added that there were other benefits 
for people and the environment associated 
with getting the right lighting at night, with 

clear evidence that blue light in particular 
affects people’s overall health and sleep 
patterns, as well as having a serious impact 
on animals and insects.

Late last year the group delivered 
brochures to households throughout Ōpito 
Bay, Otama Beach and Kūaotunu outlining 
the proposals and seeking feedback. The 
brochure highlighted the benefits of a Dark 
Sky Community and reinforced the minimal 
changes that will be required to current 
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 17 May to Wednesday, 25 May: The lovely line-up of four bright planets continues to provide a beautiful spectacle for early risers in the east. 
Saturn is slightly yellowish and almost overhead with a gap before the remaining three sitting below it. Slightly reddish Mars is next followed by bright 
Jupiter and then brilliant Venus lower on the eastern horizon. The Moon can act as our guide to them this week and the fact that planets generally do 
not twinkle as much as stars can help us to pick them out from the background stars. Plenty of good International Space Station (ISS) passes this week. 
Thursday, 19 May: A long low ISS pass in the morning from 6:01am in the north just below Venus. Saturday, 21 May: The Moon is high overhead 
at dawn with Saturn just below it, and Mars and Jupiter halfway towards the horizon and Venus much lower still. An early morning ISS pass from 
6:00am in the NW between Saturn and Jupiter. Sunday, 22 May: The Moon sits just above Saturn with the other three planets in a line below at dawn. 
The ISS pops out of the Earth’s shadow next to Jupiter at 5:15am and appears again at 6:02am in the west after completing one orbit of the Earth.  
Monday, 23 May: Saturn is now just above and to the left of the Moon at dawn. The ISS appears at 6:02am in the west in Scorpio. Tuesday 24 May: The 
Moon now lies about halfway between Saturn above and Mars and bright Jupiter below with brilliant Venus much lower down.

What’s happening in the night sky?

Newest Aero Club life member

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive

Whitianga
Tel  07  869 5990

By Tony Stickley

After catching the flying bug in his youth, 
79-year old Whitianga pilot, Bill Beard, has 
gone on to spend a lifetime in and around 
planes. “My whole career has been involved 
in aviation, directly and indirectly,” he said. 
“There has been a connection to flying all 
through my life, really.

Bill forged a career selling small Cessna 
aircraft and Bell helicopters in New Zealand 
and throughout Southeast Asia and more 
recently as an aviation insurance Broker 
in New Zealand. Such is his love of planes 
and all things aviation, he even lives close 
to the action, being the second person to 
build a residence on the Waterways’ Air Park 
development in Whitianga back in 2006.

Now to cap it all off, Bill has been made a 
life member of the Mercury Bay Aero Club 
(MBAC) at its AGM earlier this month for his 
contributions to the club and the development 
of the airfield over the years, including 
serving on the committee for 14 years and 
two terms as president.

“I guess you could say I was a bit obsessed 
with aeroplanes from when I was a child,” 
said Bill, who grew up in Wanganui, not far 
from the RNZAF Ohakea Air Base. “Like a 
lot of kids my age you would look through 
the fence at the airport and dream that one 
day you might get to fly one.”

As time went by, Bill commenced flying 
with the Wanganui Aero Club in a Cessna 
150 in 1965, obtaining his Private Pilot’s 
Licence (PPL) the following year. He started 
working in aviation insurance in Wellington, 
but he said a life-changing opportunity arose 
when he joined the Cessna sales division 
of Rex Aviation at Ardmore Airport in 
Auckland, which after many name changes 
is now Oceania Aviation. “That was my big 
break into aviation in 1972 and things never 
really looked back,” he said. “It was an 

exciting career change I’ve never regretted, 
the best job I’ve ever had. Being with the 
New Zealand Cessna agents opened up a big 
door for me, because Cessna in the USA were 
producing some 6,000 to 7,000 aeroplanes a 
year and in a good year, we would sell 40 to 
50 here in New Zealand. I was spending all 
my time flying around the country.

It was during this period that Bill sold and 
delivered two new aircraft to the MBAC for its 
air service, forming an association that would 

eventually lead him to move to Whitianga in 
semi-retirement to live on the airfield in the 
property that he and his wife, Carmela, had 
built initially as a holiday home.

In 1979, another career change took Bill to 
Heli Orient in Singapore, the Bell Helicopter 
and Cessna distributors throughout Southeast 
Asia. His position as fixed wing marketing 
manager involved sales and aircraft deliveries 
to Indonesia, Malaysia, Burma, India and the 
Philippines. “I have been to Burma 24 times, 

there aren’t many people who can say that,” 
he said.

Bill also had a couple of years in the 1980s 
with Learjet Corporation handling special 
mission sales in Pakistan, Southeast Asia and 
Australia. 

“When it came to semi-retirement or 
building a holiday home, Whitianga was 
ideal for me because it had a good airfield 
with Avgas fuel available and a very active 
aviation community,” said Bill. “It just had 
everything going for it.”

Bill knew a lot of the MBAC members 
and after buying the Air Park section, was 
persuaded to join the MBAC committee. 
He and Carmela moved to Whitianga 
permanently five years ago.

Over the years, Bill has accumulated more 
than 2,600 flying hours, all in general aviation 
class aircraft. He holds New Zealand, US, 
French, Singaporean and Philippine flying 
licences, and is rated on 37 different types of 
single and multi-engine aircraft. However, he 
said that his biggest achievement of all was 
having 57 years of enjoyable, accident-free 
flying.

As for his life membership, Bill said it was 
a great privilege, as there are only a dozen or 
so others to receive such an accolade, adding 
that one must acknowledge the huge amount 
of work done over the years by past MBAC 
committees and members in developing the 
Whitianga airfield to make it one of the best 
in the country.

While Bill has sold his Cessna 172, which 
he had for 15 years, he still flies, and says he 
will continue as long as he is comfortable 
doing so and as long as he is medically fit. 
“The dream of flying is something that is 
always in the back of your mind that never 
goes away,” he said.Mercury Bay Aero Club president, Evan Wheeler (left), is congratulating Whitianga resident, 

Bill Beard, on becoming a life member of the club.
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outdoor lighting requirements to achieve  
the status.

“The support for the project has been 
overwhelming,” Paul said, adding that the 
commitment from the local community had 
now spurred them on to the next phase of  
the project.

Evidence of the strength of support came 
in the form of a contribution from the Ōpito 
Bay Ratepayers’ Association of $5,000 to 
get the project moving. More will be needed 
and further fundraising options are currently 
under discussion.

That money is being used to support the 
process to prepare a change to the current 
TCDC District Plan in relation to lighting 
on the peninsula. “What is happening now 
is that we are commissioning consultants, 
Kahu Environmental, to assist us and prepare 
a private plan change,” Paul said. “Kahu 
previously worked with South Wairarapa 
District Council to do pretty much the same 
thing for them.”

The Biosphere Group has already accepted 
the first stage of Kahu’s proposals and have 
met with them by Zoom to discuss the  
next steps.

Edward explained that a private plan change 
seeks to amend a District Plan, outside the 
major review that takes place every 10 years 
or so by the relevant District Council itself. 
“It is called a private plan change because 
we are initiating it as individuals rather than 
TCDC initiating the plan change which,  
of course, they could do, but the cost is 
outside their current budget,” he said.

Essentially, it means the Biosphere 
Group is going through a process under 
the Resource Management Act setting out 
what changes they want made to the TCDC 

District Plan regarding the introduction of 
appropriate lighting regulations. There will 
be opportunities for public consultation as 
that happens.

Paul said that most of the lighting in the 
area was already compliant with the IDSA 
rules and the change would not be onerous on 
homeowners or businesses on the Kūaotunu 
Peninsula. He added that TCDC was strongly 
supportive of the concept and they only 
required the Biosphere Group to raise the 
balance of the funds necessary to advance the 
project to the next stage.

Currently, the plan is to have an area 
from Wharekaho (Simpsons Beach) to the 
Matarangi junction virtually light pollution 
free, although that could be expanded later.

Households will have 10 years to comply 
with any new regulations. It is expected 
that there will be few adjustments required. 
There should be benefits for households as 
they replace broken bulbs with newer, more 
efficient and healthier alternatives. Exterior 
lighting would need to be designed to limit 
upwards light spill.

As well as protecting the beauty of the night 
sky and environmental benefits, certification 
as a Dark Sky Community would also bring 
economic benefits to the area, particularly in 
the form of low-impact tourism.

Alastair thinks stargazing tourism 
opportunities in the area could well expand 
as many astronomers and others interested 
in stars specifically travel to places around 
the world recognised for the quality of their 
nighttime sky viewing.  Tekapo, for example, 
another area with IDA accreditation, strongly 
promoted its dark sky and was rewarded with 
significant tourism as a result.

Support for Dark Sky 
Community
(Continued from page 1)

Valid until 31 May 2022
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Three local artists to exhibit three different life dimensions at 
Driving Creek Railway
By Suzanne Hansen

The Coromandel Peninsula is in for a sensory treat 
with the “Lens Pens Paper Exhibition” that will open 
at the Driving Creek Railway Exhibition Gallery in 
Coromandel Town on Queen’s Birthday Weekend. 
The exhibition will run for three weeks through the 
new Matariki long weekend (24 to 26 June). 

Three Mercury Bay artists and storytellers will use 
their completely distinctive art styles and mediums 
to present “three perspectives on our unique culture, 
natural environment, history and spirituality, and the 
stories and myths that connect us from the earth to 
the stars”.    

“Lens” is embodied by Ian Preece, well known 
photographic artist, who will draw on the natural 
history of the Coromandel and wider New Zealand 
to focus on the work of various eco-sanctuaries such 
as the Mahakirau Forest Estate off the 309 Road; 
600ha of private native forest. It is a protected “well 
spring” for rare New Zealand indigenous species of 
flora and fauna, including the endangered Archey's 
frog and the Coromandel striped gecko.  

Through the exhibition, Ian is wanting to 
highlight the incredible work that is being done in 
these sanctuaries. He wants to show, in his words, 
“This aesthetic beauty to the world, particularly on 
the Coromandel, as we have some of the best forest, 
coastline and beaches in New Zealand.”

For Matariki, Ian will also feature various images 
of his amazing astral body of work, including a 
complete sequence of last year’s total lunar eclipse.

“Pens” will feature the fine ink drawings of  Roimata 
Taimana. They represent his own experiences with 
his culture, his natural surroundings and his personal 
interactions as a youth mental health worker. 

“I put as much of the natural world into my pieces 
as possible to stay connected with nature,” says 
Roimata. “Without nature we wouldn’t exist, but 

nature can exist without us. It exists for us to exist, 
so why is man in such a hurry to destroy it or control 
it? We should all be nurturing nature. This is my 
existence as an artist.”

Romaita adds that the exhibition’s connection to 
Matariki is special. “It has been so heartening in 
recent years to see more and more people - Māori 
and Pākehā alike - becoming interested in te ao 
Māori,” he says. “In all my works, I include a 
pictorial signature which is made up of a star cluster 
that looks a bit like the Pleiades… To be exhibiting 
at this time feels very special and very right.”

“Paper” will feature the works of paper artist and 
engineer, Phillip Fickling, who has been playing 
with paper since he was a young boy on rainy 
days in Seattle, USA. A three-time finalist in the 
Wallace Awards, most recently in 2021 with a work 
he named “Jonah and the Whale”, Phillip creates 
three-dimensional tableaus, paper models, one-off 
sculptures and pop-up designs, many with intricate 
functionality. 

Phillip trained at the Art Institute of Seattle and 
was a designer and illustrator of three-dimensional 
products in the USA for over 15 years. In New 
Zealand, he has worked at Weta Studios and now 
works as a freelance designer and artist.

For Lens Pens Paper, Phillip is putting together a 
retrospective view of some of his personal works, 
several which have never been seen by the public, 
and some dating back to the 1980s. Although he 
is known mostly for his paper work, he will also 
be adding some of his early wooden pieces to the 
exhibition.

Ian says that the idea for this collaborative 
exhibition came to him over two years ago and that 
the Driving Creek gallery is “purpose built” for such 
an extended exhibition.  

Clockwise from top left - Phillip Fickling’s paper creation, ‘Edward’s Hopper’, 
‘Morepork at Mahakirau’ photo by Ian Preece and ‘Twins’ by Roimata Taimana.
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With Cinema Kate
What’s coming up at the movies 

New owners of Mercury Twin Cinemas, Anne-
Maree and Matt McDougall, have selected 
some great upcoming movies for the next few 
weeks. Here’s my take on future viewing with 
something for everyone, whatever your age  
and stage.

Operation Mincemeat (currently screening)
Any movie starring Colin Firth and Matthew 
McFadyen has automatically got my vote, 
especially when it’s based on a true story and 
has handsome heroes in World War II uniforms. 
Throw in one of my favourite Scottish 
actresses, Kelly Macdonald (you’ll know her 
when you see her) and talented, multiskilled 
Penelope Wilton (Isobel Crawley in Downton 
Abbey), and it’s sure to be compelling.  
The fact that it turned out to be a very successful 
WWII operation is a bonus for those who like 
happy endings.
Top Gun: Maverick (first screening on Thursday, 
26 May - advance screening Wednesday, 25 
May at 6.15pm, phone 07 8671001 to book)
Thirty-six years is a long time to wait for 
a sequel, but for Tom Cruise fans, the wait 
is worth it. Covid made its contribution to 
delaying this movie for a couple of years,  
but it’s finally ready for its first outing in 
Whitianga, starring not only the legendary 
Cruise but also Val Kilmer, Jennifer Connolly, 
Mad Men lead actor John Hamm and old 
stalwart Ed Harris. A new generation of pilots 
is introduced in this sequel and Lady Gaga adds 
drama with her rendition of the theme song 
“Hold my Hand”. I have to say Tom is looking 
just as good as he did nearly four decades ago!

Jurassic World Dominion (first screening on 
Thursday, 9 June)
Yep, our very own Sam Neill has still got it as he 
teams up with the original Jurassic stars Laura 
Dern and Jeff Goldblum in this sixth and last 
film in the Jurassic franchise. Contemporary 
star Chris Pratt provides the required “hunk” 
quota in the form of dinosaur trainer Owen 
Grady, and Bryce Dallas Howard (daughter of 
THE Ron Howard) plays Owen’s love interest 
in her third Jurassic movie. Another release 
date delayed by Covid, this Jurassic movie 
is set in Malta and suggests dinosaurs are 
co-existing with humans. I wonder how that  
will go.   
How to Please a Woman (first screening on 
Thursday, 16 June)
You’ll recognise a few Australian and New 
Zealand actors in this light comedy filmed 
in Fremantle starring British actress Sally 
Phillips (for fans of TV comedy Miranda, 
she’s the annoying upper class friend “Tilly”). 
In a reversal of traditional male/female 
roles, Phillips stars as a middle-aged woman 
who sets up a cleaning business with men 
doing the “servicing” - in more than one 
sense of the word. A movie for those feeling 
like an escape from deep and meaningful. 
Nude Tuesday (first screening on Thursday,  
16 June)
More familiar faces in this New Zealand Film 
Commission-funded movie starring Jackie 
van Beek (a favourite comedian and actress 
on the NZ small screen) and Jemaine Clement 
(Flight of the Conchords) speaking… wait 
for it… gibberish. Subtitles have been added 

so you know what they’re actually saying. 
It is apparently very funny and as yet hasn’t 
been given a censorship rating. My advice is 
don’t take the kids unless you want to answer 
a lot of questions about the birds and the bees 
afterwards.  
Elvis (first screening on Thursday, 23 June)
It’s hard to imagine a movie about Elvis 
starring anyone but Elvis, but you can never 
discount a film where Tom Hanks is playing 
the primary support role of Elvis’ manager, 
Tom Parker. Former child star Austin Butler 
puts in a creditable performance as Elvis and 
you can expect plenty of glitz and glamour with 

any film directed by Australian Bas Luhrmann 
(Moulin Rouge! and The Great Gatsby).  
Whina (first screening on Thursday, 23 June)
Another Film Commission-funded Kiwi 
movie, but this time the true story of legendary 
Māori woman leader, Dame Whina Cooper.  
Rena Owen delivers a creditable performance 
as the older Whina and familiar face Miriama 
McDowell plays the compelling role of 
the younger Whina, which she does with 
distinction. An important historical context 
with our very own scenery and a take on recent 
New Zealand history that some might find 
disturbing, but a great watch.

Matt McDougall, the owner of Mercury Twin Cinemas, with a poster of the movie,  
“Whina” in the background. See page 31 for all movie times.
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Scott’s Thoughts
By Scott Simpson, National Party MP for Coromandel

This week, the budget will be 
delivered and we’ll see if the 
treasurer, Grant Robertson, has 
any plans to combat the cost 
of living crisis. Unfortunately, 
early indications suggest that the 
budget will only continue to fuel 
skyrocketing inflation, which is 
sitting at a 30-year high. 

There’s expected to be an extra 
$6.5 billion dollars of spending. 
That’s just an eye-watering 
amount of money that comes from 
either borrowings or taxpayer 
funds. Households across New Zealand are 
tightening their budgets in the face of rising 
consumer prices. It’s surely not too much to 
ask for the Government to do the same and 
enact some fiscal discipline.

No doubt there will be some headline 
announcements, but that’s nothing new 
for this government. They have a habit of 
throwing money at a problem, only to find 
that the situation continues to deteriorate.  
We can see this in longer wait times at 
hospitals, falling education standards and an 
increase in violent crime. New Zealanders 
deserve better outcomes from their tax 
dollars. I’ll be keeping a close eye on where 
taxpayer money is being spent, what it’s 
going to achieve and how those achievements 
will eventually be measured. 

One of the pre-budget announcements 
that caught my eye was the $562 million 
dollars over the next four years to fight crime.  

More funding for the Police is a good start 
to addressing the crime wave that is gripping 
the country and our region. I only hope it’s 
not too little too late. We’ve seen the impact 
that ram-raids are having on our businesses 
and wider community. It’s all too common 
to see stores around our towns boarded up,  
in need of repair. 

I’ve talked to several of those affected and 
beyond the physical damage, the attacks cause 
emotional distress for some time afterwards. 
Unfortunately it isn’t just one incident. Some 
of these stores have been rammed multiple 
times this year. The store owners feel 
completely let down by the justice system 
and I share their frustration that even when 
offenders are apprehended, they receive little 
to no punishment. 

All businesses want is to know that their 
stores and staff are safe so they can continue 
to serve their customers. 
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Unbelievably, eight weeks ago our strong and athletic son, Walker, lost the ability to walk.   
It progressed from strange sensations to a total loss of control. From the waist down his body 
is like a foreign country, it no longer belongs to him. Unbelievable!
Admitted to the biggest and best hospital in Brisbane, Walker immediately received excellent 
care. No tests or scans were spared. But they all came back clear. According to the data 
gathered, Walker was normal and in good health. But he wasn’t. Half his body did not function. 
Unbelievable!
Thirty-six years ago, a verse in the Bible caught our attention and prompted us to name our 
baby son Walker. It says how even athletes get tired, run out of steam. But walkers can keep 
going. This idea of stamina, endurance caught our attention. This was our wish for our son,  
so we named him Walker. And now for no discernible reason he can’t walk. Unbelievable!
The week before last, I was to join my wife, Pauline, taking over The Informer. But I couldn’t do 
it. I chose to be with my son and his wife, Evie, and their son, Logan. I feel I must journey with 
my son at least to the next stage of his affliction.
Being in a hospital every day, I have become aware of what seems like an avalanche of 
sickness and suffering. Despite prosperity and sunshine, many things are going wrong for 
many people. I feel for those who are obviously lonely in their pain. And I can barely watch 

the TV news. The horrors of 
Ukraine, and the daily diet 
of violence and mayhem are  
unbelievable.
When we reach the next 
stage in Walker’s illness, 
when it plateaus and there 
is a manageable road ahead, 
I will come to Whitianga.  
I have been thinking it is 
not just bad things that can 
be unbelievable. Sometimes 
good things, surprising things 
can be unbelievable. My hope 
is that I can be part of some 
of these in Mercury Bay.

Stan’s Stuff
A new column by Stan Stewart, who owns The Informer with his wife, Pauline

Thinking about thinking: Attribution 
Bias and Hanlon’s Razor
The second in a series of articles where 
Whitianga resident, Max Ross, is exploring the 
way we think.
Thinking about thinking is called 
metacognition. Philosophers, economists, 
scientists and others have investigated how 
we think and how we make logical mistakes. 
Understanding thinking allows you to 
understand the actions of others and helps 
you to improve your own thinking. In this 
week’s article, I will investigate our biases in 
thinking about the actions of others.
Attribution Bias
A cognitive bias is a way of thinking that is 
not logical, but that is common. An attribution 
bias is a bias that humans have when making 
judgements about why people behave in 
certain ways. We instinctively think about 
the actions of others as being due to their 
personality traits, while we think about our 
actions as being the result of circumstance. 
For example, if someone is late, we think 
that they are not good at time management.  
However, if we are late, we justify it as being 
because the phone rang as we were leaving 
the house or we couldn’t find the car keys.

I acknowledge this bias by trying to think 
of the worst possible situation that resulted 
in the behaviour I am seeing. When someone 
doesn’t indicate at one of our roundabouts, 
rather than falling for this bias and thinking 
“that person is a terrible driver and doesn’t 
know how to indicate”, I try to make up the 
worst possible situation that justifies the 
behaviour. “That person has forgotten if they 
left the oven on and is rushing home to check 
if their house has burnt down,” or “That 

person has just discovered that their dog has 
only days to live.”  It’s probably not true,  
but it does help to reframe the behaviour and 
help me to overcome my attribution bias and 
be kinder.
Hanlon’s Razor
A philosophical razor is a rule of thumb that 
helps us to think about things in a useful way. 
The razor allows us to shave off possibilities 
or ways of thinking that are not useful.

A razor that really helps in dealing with 
some situations is Hanlon’s Razor which 
states, “Never attribute to malice that which 
can adequately be explained by stupidity.” 
It is a razor that was submitted to a book 
containing jokes about Murphy’s Law by 
Robert Hanlon.

As with all of these ideas, something similar 
has been expressed in the past. The concept 
is not new. Jane West, in her 1812 novel,  
“The Loyalists: An Historical Novel” wrote, 
“Let us not attribute to malice and cruelty what 
may be referred to less criminal motives.”

When you are feeling wronged or people 
don’t act in the manner in which you feel 
they really ought to, maybe they are not 
deliberately acting against you. It’s easy to 
jump to the conclusion that “they are out to 
get me” and so it helps to stop and think, 
“Maybe they just don’t know any better.”  
It’s not always about you.

The difference between a razor and a law is 
that a law is considered always true, whereas 
a razor does not guarantee that it is correct.   
It is just the more likely of the two outcomes. 
While unlikely, it may be that “they really are 
out to get you”.
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“Milked” message coming to Whitianga
Mercury Bay filmmaker, Amy Taylor,  
who produced a feature documentary on the 
New Zealand dairy industry, is now bringing 
her message to Whitianga. “Milked” covers a 
controversial subject, but Amy hopes people 
will watch the film before judging it, and locals 
can do that when it’s screened at Whitianga’s 
Twin Cinemas on Saturday this week  
(21 May) at 3.45pm, with another screening to 
be confirmed.

Amy’s husband’s family were dairy farmers, 
and she knows other dairy farmers personally, 
so she is wary of the assumption that she has no 
connections to the industry and no experience 
on farms. 

Milked premiered at the New Zealand 
International Film Festival where it was the 
most popular New Zealand title and has since 
won several international awards. Amy is the 
producer and director. The executive producers 
are Keegan Kuhn (“Cowspiracy” and “What 
the Health”), Suzy Amis Cameron (“The Game 
Changers”) and Moby (“Meat the Future”). 

A synopsis Amy provided to the Informer 
says, “A young activist goes deep into dairy 
land where he takes on the giants of New 
Zealand’s most powerful industry and reveals 
how the sacred cash-cow industry has been 
milked dry.

“His journey exposes not only the 
sustainability crisis and the dangerous denial 
of impending agricultural disruption, but also 
what New Zealand and other countries can do 
to change their fate.”

The Informer asked Fonterra to comment on 
the documentary. They said media replies were 
being dealt with by Dairy NZ, who have been 
contacted for comment. We will publish their 
comment as soon as it comes to hand.

For those unable to make it to the cinema 

or just curious as to what Amy has to say in 
her own words, here is a Question and Answer 
interview done by email.
Q: Can you tell us where you live and your 
background, including where you were born 
and went to school?
A: I live in Kūaotunu with my husband and son. 
I was born in Christchurch but moved around a 
lot and then spent seven years in Whitianga as 
a child, so it feels like home for me here. I went 
to Mercury Bay Area School, but we moved 
again when I was 14 and I left school at 15.  
I didn’t go to university until 10 years later, 

after travelling and figuring out what I wanted 
to do.
Q: Also, can you tell us what your occupation 
was before getting into documentary-making?
A: I studied marine biology and then did a 
Bachelor of Applied Science at AUT, and spent 
a few years working on dolphin and whale-
watching boats in New Zealand and Tonga as a 
guide and videographer. One of the jobs I had 
was on a dolphin boat here in Whitianga around 
22 years ago. There was a dolphin researcher 
here at the time who had contacted the BBC to 
let them know about his research, and David 

Attenborough and a film crew came and spent 
a week filming a story about the dolphins here. 
I had always loved programs like “Our World” 
as a child so it was great to see behind the 
scenes, and it inspired me to do a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Science Communication, basically 
wildlife filmmaking, at the University of Otago 
and Natural History New Zealand.” 
Q: How did you get into the film business? 
What other documentaries or other films have 
you made? 
A: The first feature documentary I made was 
about Moko, the friendly wild dolphin who had 
turned up in Whakatane, just down the coast 
from where I was living in Mount Maunganui. 
I spent six months living in my van down 
there and filming in the water with Moko 
every day. It was an incredible experience 
but it had a tragic ending which is shown in 
the documentary I made, “Soul in the Sea”.  
That film was broadcast here in New Zealand 
and was shown in film festivals around the 
world. It was also nominated for an award 
at Jackson Wild, a festival known as the 
nature equivalent to the Oscars, and it was up 
against National Geographic and the BBC.  
Unfortunately it didn’t win but it was an 
honour to be nominated. Since then, I’ve been 
a lot busier being a mum, so I focused on 
making short films for a while, including some 
for RNZ and one for Loading Docs which led 
me into making Milked.” 
Q: Turning to the subject of the film itself, 
what have you got against milk or at least the 
way it is produced in this country? What is the 
motivation?
A: The motivation for making the film came 
from a growing awareness I had about the dairy 
industry’s impacts on people, the environment 
and on animals. Like most people, I was totally 

Kūaotunu-based filmmaker, Amy Taylor. Her documentary, “Milked”, will screen at  
Mercury Twin Cinemas on Saturday this week (21 May) at 3.45pm. 
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“Milked” message
addicted to dairy as a child, especially cheese 
and butter, and although I was vegetarian as 
a teenager (for ethical reasons, because there 
wasn’t much science available then about 
the impacts of animal agriculture on the 
environment and human health), it took a while 
for me to learn about the dairy industry. Then 
I discovered that surplus newborn calves were 
taken from their mothers and sent to slaughter 
and I gave up dairy in my late teens. I also 
completed a diploma in naturopathy and had 
written a thesis about the benefits of a vegan 
diet, so I was aware of the health impacts too. 
It’s interesting that there’s a reason why dairy is 
so addictive, it contains casomorphins so it can 
take a few weeks to get over the cravings. But a 
few years later while travelling and struggling 
to find vegan food - luckily things have 
changed - I began eating dairy again because 
I somehow convinced myself it must be okay 
now, they must have found a way to make it 
without killing the calves that are seen as a by-
product of the industry. I kept those blinkers on 
until I had my son and somehow I instantly saw 
milk for what it is - a product made by mothers 
for their young - and how wrong it was to be 
consuming it from another species. I began 
looking into the dairy industry more and seeing 
the damage it does to the environment, as well 
as the water pollution, one of the most obvious 
being the huge amount of native forests and 
wetlands that have now been turned into a 
monoculture of grass and cows that covers a 
massive amount of the country. When I saw 
Chris Huriwai’s social media videos about the 
industry, we began talking about the need to 
do a feature documentary about it. That was in 
2018 and I began filming in 2019.” 
Q: Can you give us a few statistics?
A: The sources for the statistics below are 

available at milked.film/facts: 
• Each cow has the equivalent effluent 

footprint of 14 humans. In New Zealand, 
the dairy industry is the biggest water 
polluter, and a major stressor for 
biodiversity and soil health. 

• It takes 1,000l of water to produce only 
1l of milk. 

• Oat milk uses 13 times less water, 11 times 
less land and creates 3.5 times less carbon 
emissions than cow’s milk. 

• The dairy industry is producing almost one 
quarter of New Zealand’s total greenhouse 
gas emissions (a conservative estimate).  

• Fonterra has been massively 
underreporting their emissions (44 million 
tonnes instead of 22 million tonnes). They 
create more emissions than the whole  
of Sweden. 

• Any potential carbon sequestration 
on farms does not compensate for the 
methane produced by the cows (methane 
is 84 times more potent than CO2). 

• One acre of land can produce 15 times 
more protein from plants, than the same 
area of land used for farming animals. 

• More than three-quarters of the earth’s 
agricultural land is used to feed livestock, 
which only produce 18 percent of the 
world’s calories. 

• Sixty percent of all mammals on earth are 
farmed animals, 36 percent are human and 
only four percent are wild animals. 

• Humans are the only mammal to continue 
drinking milk throughout our lifetimes.

• Globally, about 65 to 70 percent of adults 
are lactose intolerant.

• Dairy is not beneficial to human health 
and is associated with many of our most 

(Continued on page 12)
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“Milked” message coming to Whitianga
(Continued from page 11)

common diseases - heart disease, cancer 
and diabetes. 

• Countries which consume the highest 
amounts of calcium from dairy have 
the highest rates of hip fractures and 
osteoporosis. 

• The number one risk factor for the 
emergence of zoonotic diseases like 
Covid-19 is the increased demand for 
animal protein.  

• Dairy debt in New Zealand has gone 
up from $10 billion in 2003 to a debt of 
around $40 billion today (a 400 percent 
increase in debt). 

• New Zealand has potential for $80 
billion in income from plant-based crops, 
compared with only $28 billion from 
animal agriculture. 

• Two million newborn calves are killed in 
New Zealand each year because they are 
surplus to the dairy industry.

Q: What does the milk industry say
about Milked?
A: The dairy industry has been mostly very 
quiet about the film, they seem to be hoping 
that if they ignore it, it will go away. I’ve seen 
a lot of comments accusing the film of being 
fictional and propaganda, etc but all of our 
sources are available on our website and as yet 
no one has pointed out anything specific that is 
inaccurate. It’s easy to make general statements 
to try and damage the credibility of the film - 
one reviewer did this by calling it “deeply 
flawed” in the headline, without any real basis 
for doing so - but it’s obviously not so easy for 
them to find any actual fault in the research and 
information presented in the film. We have had 
quite a few dairy farmers contact us saying that 
they’re aware that these issues are real and that 
we need to be urgently transitioning away from 
dairy, so it’s not everyone in the industry with 
their head in the sand.

Q: Can you tell me what awards the film has 
won and from which organisations? 
A: Milked has won the following awards: 
• IndieFEST - Best of Show.
• Spotlight Documentary Film Awards - 

Gold Award.
• Impact Docs Awards - Best of Show 

and Award of Excellence (Women 
Filmmakers). 

• IndieFEST Humanitarian Award -  
Grand Prize. 

• Monaco Streaming Film Festival -  
Best Documentary.

Q: Are you Vegan? Do drink milk?
A: Yes, my family is vegan and we drink plant 
milks - I’ve just started making my own again, 
it’s really easy to just blend up some nuts 
or seeds or oats with water. We sometimes 
buy vegan cheeses and ice cream, etc but we 
try to be whole-food plant based as much  
as possible.”  

Q: Do you think your documentary will change 
people’s minds?
A: I get messages all the time from people who 
have given up consuming dairy products after 
seeing the film and that’s the biggest kind of 
reward from making it. There were also many 
people who talked about the need for change 
at the screenings we had around the country 
as part of the New Zealand International Film 
Festival last year. It’s not about pointing the 
finger at farmers or not supporting the farming 
community, we actually want more support 
for farmers because there are so many issues 
they’re facing and they need help, especially 
with an agricultural disruption on the horizon.
Q: What is the solution?
A: There are some solutions featured in the 
film, but basically we want the industry to be 
honest, the government to help dairy farmers 
transition and for consumers to know the truth 
about what they’re buying - that it’s unhealthy 

for them, destructive to the environment and 
cruel to animals.”
Q: Are there any alternatives? 
A: Yes, there are many, some of which we 
include in the film. Something that most people 
aren’t aware of is that real dairy products can 
now be made without cows and huge money is 
going into scaling up this industry. Perfect Day 
Foods is one example of a company focusing 
on this. The dairy proteins, casein and whey, 
are being produced in fermentation tanks from 
microbes, instead of in the mammary glands 
of cows. This precision fermentation process 
is how the majority of rennet for the dairy 
industry is already being made and it has been 
predicted to wipe out the global dairy industry 
in the next 10 to 15 years. New Zealand’s milk 
powder exports will be one of the first to go.
Q: Is the film free to enter? 
A: Tickets for the Whitianga screening on 21 
May are $10. I’ll be available to answer any 
questions after the screening.
Q: Will viewers be lobbied in any way? 
A: Milked presents the reality of an industry 
that has a huge marketing budget to present 
its side of the story, which it does relentlessly 
and without reflecting the truth. I hope that 
people will watch the film before deciding 
for themselves which side of the story they 
believe. It’s an independent documentary 
and I spent nearly three years working on it 
because it's an untold story that had to be told. 
It wasn't an easy or enjoyable experience and 
the motivation wasn't making money because 
documentary filmmaking is not a good way to 
do that, so it's just something I had to do.” 
Q: Are you planning any other exposés? 
A: I’m planning a film that follows a dairy 
farm transitioning out of dairy. It’s early stages 
for now but I'm excited about learning more 
and documenting it to hopefully help inspire 
more positive change.”

A scene from “Milked”.
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Diane’s gardening brightens up  
Tairua town
By Pam Ferla

When Diane Bruce was a little girl, there were 
over 100 roses in her family’s King Country 
farmhouse garden and her job on Saturdays 
was to pick and arrange some for their dining 
room table. It was a job that she loved and 
led her to a lifetime creating gardens bursting 
with colourful blooms for herself and others  
to enjoy. 

Diane has fond childhood memories of 
time spent in her family’s farmhouse garden, 
which had lots of fruit trees and many flowers.  
“All farmers had lovely gardens in those 
days,” she said. “They were self-sufficient 
and people shared their produce. Farms were 
quite small then and they were subsidised 
by the government, not the big farms we  
have now.” 

Diane now lives in Tairua and there 
are several gardens around the town that 
look lovely thanks to her care. She trained 
as a primary school teacher and her first 
job was at a tiny school at Waimiha. 
When the government policy changed 
and special needs children were merged 
into mainstream, Diane specialised as a 
resource teacher of learning and behaviour. 
She trained teacher aides and teachers,  
and helped source funding to implement the 
new policy. “It was very satisfying being 
involved,” she said. “When I first started, 
there were only a few schools with special 
needs children and now it’s nationwide. 
Getting funding for teacher aides and for the 
new programmes was the biggest challenge.”

Diane met her late husband, Ray, while she 
was at teachers’ training college. They lived 
in Mangere Bridge and had four children. 

She says it was a very nice community and it 
was there she first met her long-time friend, 
Perrine Busby, who introduced her to Tairua. 
Diane and Perrine, along with their total 
of seven children, had an annual summer 
holiday in Tairua at the camp group that was 
by Mary Beach’s store.

Ray and Diane moved to Tairua 
permanently in 2007 and Diane remembers 
their garden was bare at that time. She was 
keen to create a beautiful garden and so they 
started digging. “But about 15 centimetres 
down we hit asphalt,” she says. “Unbeknown 
to us, it had been a parking space before. The 
developers had just covered it with a thin 
layer of soil. So we got a digger in and the 
kind driver also brought us some topsoil.”

A neighbour sketched a plan for Diane’s 
garden and she decided she wanted tropical 
plants. Now she wonders why. “I had not 
had tropical plants before and didn’t realise 
that they weren’t suitable for Tairua and that 
the frost would kill them,” she says. “It was 
a mistake that cost me a lot of money. But 
then people started giving me cuttings and it 
felt nice to put them in my garden. I love all  
the colours.”

Diane joined the Tairua Garden Club and is 
now its secretary/treasurer. When she joined 
there were about 30 members and now there 
are 85. “Some members don’t even have 
gardens, but love the company and being 
involved. They are a lovely bunch of people 
and we swap some good ideas.” 

Diane tends the gardens along the main 
road by the corner of Manaia Road and across 
the main road, with plants and maintenance 

supplied by the RSA. She is also responsible 
for the lovely blooms outside the Tairua 
Community Hall, with the Garden Club 
paying for the plants. You may also spot 
her looking after the gardens at the Tairua  
Golf Club.

All that gardening sounds like hard work 
and back ache. However, Diane reckons her 
back has been strong since, when her son 
Craig was a teen, she carried a backpack 
full of pamphlets and delivered them to 
fundraise for his overseas trips to gymnastics 
competitions. 

As well as her passion for gardening, Diane 
also enjoys playing golf and golf croquet.  
She loves learning about history and is a 
member of the Tairua Heritage Society. 

Diane’s favourite blooms include the 
vibrant zinnias and “the beautiful blue and 
white bells of campanulas”. She loves that 
her garden attracts bees, bumble bees and  
monarch butterflies.
A few of Diane’s gardening tips:
• If you are starting a new garden, walk 

around the area and see what grows well 
in other people’s gardens.

• Look after your soil. If you don’t, you 
will not have good plants.

• Learn about companion planting in your 
vege garden.

• Plant potatoes and tomatoes early, 
before the psyllid moth lays its eggs.

• Put natural bait in milk bottles and hang 
them on trees.

• If your garden is very sandy, you may 
need to add topsoil for best results.

Tairua’s Diane Bruce is repsonsible  
for many of the gardens in the town  

bursting with colourful blooms.
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The man behind the music
By Francesca Dowling

You might know his music, but do you know 
the man behind it? Patrick Campbell has been 
a friendly, familiar face in Mercury Bay since 
first arriving in Whitianga in 1976, gracing the 
town’s sidewalks with melodies and the strum 
of his guitar for more than three decades. 

It would be easy to assume that Patrick and 
his voice have been a permanent fixture of the 
town, and for some young enough that is true. 
However, that has not always been the case. 

Patrick made a return trip to America,  
his home country, in 1986 and his brother took 
him to Redondo Beach Pier in California,  
a renowned location for busking. “I was 
looking at all these buskers and it freaked 
me out,” he says. “My brother was trying 
to convince me to pull my guitar out and 
play, and I was like, ‘Why would I ever 
do that?’ After reassuring me it would be 
fine and I’d have fun, I eventually gave in.  
My brother was right. I had so much fun that 
I’ve been busking ever since.”

Patrick has always had a strong fascination 
with music from the time he first saw, 
as an eight-year-old boy, The Beatles 
perform live on The Ed Sullivan Show. 
This led to his first ever guitar being gifted 
to him by his father on his ninth birthday. 
“I played that guitar day in and day out,  
and all hours around the clock, maybe to the 
point where my father regretted getting it for 
me,” he chuckles. 

Unlike The Beatles, Patrick prefers to be a 
one-man band, unless when he is occasionally 
accompanied by his daughter, Bonnie.  
“I’ve had a couple of attempts at being in a 
band, but it turns out I’ve always liked being a 

solo player more,” he admits. 
Unfortunately, like The Beatles, Patrick 

has also faced issues with substance abuse, 
alcohol being the poison of choice. “I did a 
band here in Whitianga way back, called 
‘Medicine Man’,” he says. “It made me drink 
like a fish. I used to go busking at some of the 
local bars back in the day, which often resulted 
in my receiving jugs of beer as tips. I believe 
that’s where my battle with alcoholism began.

“I was very depressed for a long time 
and leaned into drinking to make me feel 
better, although it only ever made it worse.  
As soon as I gave up drinking eight years ago,  
the depression left me. I have been sober ever 
since and it has been the best thing I ever did.”

Patrick attributes his success in sobriety 
to his guitar. “It keeps me grounded and 
from thinking about booze,” he says.  
“Now I practise playing my guitar daily and I 
busk three to four times a week, often at my 
favourite busking spot outside Tango’s Shoes 
and The French Fig.” 

When Patrick has a spare moment between 
busking and practising, he can be found 
going for long walks along Buffalo Beach or 
spending time with his grandkids. He’s proud 
to say, with a big happy smile, that he has “a 
dozen now”.

“I’ve relied on music to keep me on the right 
path,” says Patrick. “I hope that anyone who 
reads this who is struggling with the same 
mental health issues as I did, might possibly 
take away some inspiration from my story. 
My life has completely turned around and I’ve 
never been happier.”

Patrick Campbell graced Whitianga’s sidewalks with melodies and  
the strum of his guitar for more than four decades.
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What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAL EVENTS
Thames Valley Rugby - Saturday, 21 May (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Hauraki North. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B v Waihou. Away game in Te Aroha. Kick-off at 12:25pm.
Mercury Bay Area School First XV v Waihi College. Away game in Waihi. Kick-off at 11:15am.
Mental Health First Aid Courses
Tairua: Thursday, 26 May and Coromandel Town: Friday, 27 May.
Gain the skills and knowledge to strengthen your own mental wellbeing and to recognise and respond to mental 
distress in others. Email hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz for more information and to book.
Whitianga Town Garage Sale - REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN
Queen’s Birthday Weekend, Saturday 4 - Monday, 6 June. Register your garage sale at The Informer office,  
Monk Street, Whitianga. $15 to register, all proceeds to go to a Mercury Bay charity.
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 15 October. Five distances ranging from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more 
information and to enter.

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on  
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on  
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.  
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 

a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as 
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
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Police Report 
By Constable Michael Carter of the Whitianga Police

Monday, 9 May to Sunday, 15 May 2022

General
On Monday 9 May, threats were made after 
a vehicle near-miss on Joan Gaskell Drive. 
The young male became verbally aggressive 
to the other driver causing her concern.  
He will be spoken to regarding his behaviour.

On Wednesday, 11 May, a male was 
recalled to prison after being involved in a 
further serious incident. He then attempted 
to escape Police custody by kicking out the 
transport vehicle’s window and jumping out. 
He was quickly taken back into custody and 
handed over to prison guards.

On the same day, a burglary occurred at 
a work site on Matarangi Road, Matarangi 
where several “tree felling” and “trucks 
crossing” road signs were taken. If anyone 
is aware of where these signs may be, 
please contact the Police so that they may 
be returned as soon as possible. The loss of 
these signs can cause undue issues between 
the company and other members of the public 
travelling through the operational areas.

On Thursday, 12 May, a trespassed male 
has driven into the Whitianga Marina 
to refuel his boat, knowing that he is 
not allowed there for a two-year period.  
The same male then decided to send 
threatening text messages to antagonise 
another person. He will be spoken to upon 
his return to the area.

On Friday, 13 May, on Kaimarama Road, 
Kaimarama, a silver-coloured utility is 
believed to have been involved in letterboxes 

being emptied of property owners’ mail.  
If you have been waiting for any packages/
items recently and they have not arrived, 
please follow-up with the sender to ensure 
they are still on the way and have not  
been stolen.
Arrests
1 x male arrested for Injures with Intent.
1 x male arrested on a Parole Recall Warrant.
Occurrences
On Wednesday, 11 May, a Family Harm 
matter occurred in a cabin at one of our local 
campgrounds. Both parties were separated 
on Police arrival and appeared to be on better 
terms the following day.

On Thursday, 12 May, a Family Harm 
matter occurred at a Centennial Drive address 
with a heated argument between both parties.  
The parties separated for a brief period 
prior to sitting down and talking about  
their future.
Traffic
No traffic related issues this week. However, 
with the Booze Bus being in town last 
weekend, many people were apprehended 
driving over the alcohol limit. Most of these 
people are facing charges in court, with some 
receiving a $250 infringement.

Remember as we come into winter, to 
drive to the conditions. We are still focusing 
on alcohol, phones, speed and restraints.

Drive Safe and Drive Well. Kia haumaru 
te taraiwa me te pai te taraiwa.
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Mary Walker with the new owners of the two Bayleys offices in Whitianga and Thames,  
Karl Davis (on the left), Chris Bayley (second from the right) and Shaun Paterson.

Changing of the guard at the Coromandel’s 
Bayleys offices 
After 25 years, real estate stalwart,  
Mary Walker, is stepping down as owner of 
the Coromandel Peninsula’s two Bayleys 
Real Estate offices.

Mary is handing over the reins to Bayley 
family member, Chris Bayley, real estate 
professional, Shaun Paterson, and existing 
Bayleys Coromandel shareholder, Karl Davis. 
Chris and Shaun both have strong connections 
to Mercury Bay while Karl, a long-time 
member of the Hauraki North Rugby Club 
and top rural real estate salesperson on the 
Hauraki Plains, has a home in Pauanui.

Shaun spent his formative years in 
Whitianga and has returned home with his 
wife and baby after 11-years working in 
the corporate real estate sector in London. 
He previously spent five years working for 
Bayleys in Auckland. Shaun’s father, Garry, 
spent his real estate career working for Mary.

Chris, son of Bayleys Real Estate founder 
Graham Bayley, says he is excited about 
taking over from Mary in what has become 
one of the agency’s most successful  
provincial locations. He has been working 
in the family business since the 1980s - 
establishing the agency’s South Auckland 
office, selling real estate and managing 
various commercial property teams at the 
Bayleys head office.

“Mary has done an outstanding job 
building and cementing the Bayleys brand 
throughout the Coromandel,” says Chris, 
who has owned a holiday home in Cooks 
Beach for some 25-years and is a member 

of the Mercury Bay Game Fishing Club.  
“For years I’ve been reading about 
Aucklanders getting out of the ‘big smoke’ to 
a much more rewarding quality of life in the 
regions. The past couple of years under Covid 
restrictions have certainly driven home that 
message to me personally, hence the move to 
the Coromandel.”

Under Mary’s watch, Bayleys Whitianga 
first began trading in Albert Street before 
moving to new premises - currently being 
refurbished and modernised to accommodate 

more staff - on The Esplanade 20 years ago. 
Bayleys Thames opened 10 years ago. 

Mary says she intends to spend more time 
travelling around New Zealand with her 
husband, Ross, in their campervan as well as 
spending some with her daughter at their co-
owned horse breeding and training stables in 
the Waikato.

Over the years, Mary and Ross have been 
staunch supporters of Coastguard New 
Zealand and the Mercury Bay Art Escape. 
Bayleys Whitianga and Bayleys Thames have 

also been supporters and sponsors of other 
philanthropic causes such as surf lifesaving, 
lunches-in-schools, guide dogs for the blind, 
and the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

“It has been a fantastic time running 
Bayleys in Whitianga and Thames, but 
the past two years under Covid have really 
brought home to Ross and me the importance 
of family,” says Mary. “So we’re going to 
enjoy life a bit more with the kids and see 
more of the country, and hopefully a bit more 
of the world as well.

“We’ll still be living in Whitianga and 
Ross and I will be actively involved with 
Coastguard and the Art Escape, so you’ll still 
see us out there fishing or wandering around 
the local arts scene, on the golf course and of 
course sipping the occasional glass of wine.”

Shaun says that while there may be new 
faces “behind the scenes” from a leadership 
perspective, there will still be the same 
professional salespeople and administration 
team in the Coromandel’s Bayleys offices. 
“It’s business as usual in what is a seamless 
transition,” he says. “Combined, Karl, Chris 
and I have deep-rooted networks across the 
Coromandel and a passion for the local area. 
We are excited about working with clients, 
both existing and new, as the area continues 
to grow and evolve in the years ahead.”

Bayleys Real Estate is New Zealand’s 
largest full-service real estate agency with a 
network of 90 offices and employing more 
than 2,000 sales and support staff. 
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 1002

Last week’s winner - Jan Whyte

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must 
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s solution

ACROSS 
1.   Bliss
4.   Endure
7.   Of 10-based system
8.   Dirty-looking
9.   Body of warships
12. Kept woman
15. Used logic
17. Venture forth
18. Sober
21. Muslim veil
22. Burn with steam
23. Examined closely

DOWN
1.   Passenger lift
2.   Reinforced boot tip
3.   Starchy tubers
4.   Retailed
5.   Wide streets
6.   Refuse
10. Amid
11. Incidental comment
13. Nauseated
14. Tropical disease
16. On ship
18. Moral crimes
19. Tinted
20. Requests
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Mercury Bay Spouting - a dynamic father and 
son duo are taking over
After seven years of service to Mercury Bay, 
Tony Moyes of Mercury Bay Spouting has 
decided it’s time to hang up the snips and 
clips. He would like to dedicate more time to 
his many passions, including boating, crafting 
fantastic copper sculptures, cruising around 
on his motorbike and, of course, spending his 
spare moments with his wife, Marianne. 

In his stead, Tony has left his faithful 
customers in the trusty hands of dynamic 
father and son duo, Justin and Storm 
Annereau. They are looking forward to take 
over the business, which they have renamed 
“Mercury Spouting”, on 1 June.

Having strong family ties to Mercury Bay, 
Justin and his family relocated from the 
hustle and bustle of Auckland nine years ago 
to settle in Whitianga. “We came down with 
early visions of retirement… which obviously 
didn’t happen,” Justin laughs. Instead,  
he began working at NZ Wheelbarrows 
as the corporate account manager for 
Bunnings, Carters and BuildLink. Despite 
enjoying his job, the strain of the commute to 
Hamilton, where his job was based, was one 
of the main instigators for his drive to buy  
Bay Mercury Spouting. 

Storm, who has worked in property 
maintenance for the past seven years and is 
only 19 years old, says he always wanted to 
do his own thing. “I’ll enjoy having more 
control over my future and I’m looking 
forward to having the opportunity to learn 
more,” he says. “I will still be carrying on 
a little property maintenance as well as 
running Mercury Spouting as I’m saving for a  

house deposit.”
It’s obvious that Justin is very proud of 

Storm. “Storm has always been way too 
responsible and hardworking, unlike myself 
at his age,” he laughs. “I’m very happy to be 
going into business with my son. He’s got his 
head screwed on right. The deal is he’s got the 
intelligence, brawn and youth, and I’ve got 
the experience and dad jokes.”

Justin and Storm assure their customers 
that they will still be providing the same great 
services that Tony offered for new spouting, 
re-spouting and spouting repairs, as well 
as guttering, downpipes and a new fascia 
service, all available Peninsula wide. “We are 
looking at building on what Tony established 
and taking it to new heights,” Justin says. 
“Down the track we will be looking at 
employing another team member or two as 
the business grows.”

Currently Tony is still on the job, ensuring 
a smooth handover, and will be in the future 
on call for Justin and Storm if they need 
him. “After I suffered a heart attack earlier 
this year, it made me realise I just wanted to 
enjoy the rest of my life, not that I’m dying 
or anything,” he laughs. “I have already 
spent time with Justin training him up and 
I’m really happy I sold the business I started 
seven years ago to him and Storm. It needed 
some fresh blood and I know all my previous 
customers will be well looked after.”
To get in touch with Mercury Spouting,  
please phone Justin and Storm on  
(027) 378 0081. Justin (left) and Storm Annereau, the new owners of Mercury Spouting.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Pippi Shmidt

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

 Sudoku Puzzle 1002

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“He mākū/maroke ki waho. Whakamaua tō koti/Tangohia tō koti.” -  

“It’s wet/dry outside. Put your coat on/Take your coat off.”
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or scan/
photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. 
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
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at 3:00pm on the Saturday afternoon. 
The heaviest yellowtail kingfish at 8.04kg 

went to Frank Watkins and the top lady angler 
was Julie Elliot with a snapper of 3.145kg. The 
top junior was Bruno Nelson with a snapper 
of 2.250kg and the top small fry was Ardyn 
Holwerda with a kahawai of 2.125kg. The top 
team was Rock & Roll with a total weight of 
32.275kg, an average of 8.069kg per member, 
and the Orange Roughy Cup was won by the 
TPSFC with an average of 2.10kg per angler. 

Speed fishing was held in the harbour 
between 11:00am and 1:00pm on the Sunday 
and was won by my son, Reuben Barnes, with 
a trevally of 1.85kg. 

The first of our longer pre-winter 
tournaments, the Killwell seven-week 
winter tournament, commenced on Saturday,  
7 May and will continue through to 4:00pm 
on Saturday, 25 June. With over $10,000 
worth of prizes this year, we will be fishing 
for the top three kahawai, trevally and snapper, 
top three junior anglers and top lady angler.  
In the shooting section (you must be the 
current holder of a firearm’s licence) we have 
the heaviest Canada goose and most-weighed 
Canada geese. 

Our Fish of the Month for April was won 
by Brett Cameron with an excellent snapper 
of 8.100kg. He won a 1l bottle of Black Heart 
Rum sponsored by Asahi Beverages. Our Fish 
of the Month for May is kahawai.
Tight lines,
Wayne Barnes
Tairua-Pauanui  
Sports Fishing Club

Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1280
Fishing Report  

With the sea temperature now cooler at around 
20°C, snapper are starting to gather in large 
numbers around the deeper offshore reefs. 
These fish are in prime condition putting on 
“fat” as winter water approaches. Our harbour 
is still holding very good numbers of kahawai 
and trevally and even the odd snapper for those 
prepared to put in the effort pre-dawn. 

The Tairua-Pauanui Sports Fishing Club’s 
29th land-based fishing competition was held 
on Saturday, 30 April and Sunday, 1 May.  
This competition has been running in various 
forms since its inception by Keith Matheson 
and co in the Sir George Grey Hotel in 1982. 
This year, the major sponsor for the main 
competition was again DAIWA and for the 
speed fishing, Craig Watts. The champion team 
trophy (the McIntyre Cup) and accompanying 
miniatures were once again sponsored by Sue 
and Ray McIntyre. With a contingent from the 
North Shore Surfcasting Club and a team from 
Whangamatā for the first time, Tairua knew 
they had a real competition on their hands. 

The weather on the Friday night before the 
competition was less than ideal with strong 
easterly quarter winds and heavy showers, 
but this did not deter the majority of the 60 
entrants getting out on the rocks and having a 
go. Bradley Turner was rewarded with the top 
snapper of 6.035kg for his efforts in the rain. 
Ron Cross also braved the elements further up 
the river and landed the heaviest kahawai of 
2.340kg. Not to be outdone by those youngsters, 
club octogenarian, John Haycock, set up down 
on the beach below our old clubrooms and 
after “five bloody hours without a bite” finally 
landed a very nice winning trevally of 2.435kg 

Letters to the Editor
See page 12 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Dear Editor - Seaglider flights: call me a sceptic
Call me a sceptic, but surely I cannot be the only one who seriously doubts that Whitianga 
will very soon have an electric plane flying us to Auckland in 30 minutes for only $30.  This 
is yet another green dream that is just not going to happen.
The Seaglider (as reported on in The Informer of 3 May) is a concept being heavily promoted 
by an American company that has yet to fly once, yet our Waikato Regional Council 
representative, Councillor Denis Tegg, apparently believes it is going to happen here “within 
a few years”. The developers might well have a slick computer-generated promotional video, 
which Councillor Tegg has obviously seen, but out in the real world they have yet to test 
even a quarter-scale prototype.   
Councillor Tegg seems to be implying that these unproven craft might even be funded by 
local government. Surely if they do fly, it is by a private company, not by the long-suffering 
ratepayers who should shoulder the risks for this latest green technological bling. Please 
Councillor Tegg, do not spend one cent of our WRC rates for “coastal infrastructure like 
wharves and jetties” on these electric dreams.  
Electric public transport does not have a good safety record. If in doubt, just Google “bus 
fire Paris” to see a recent video of just how the batteries of electric transport can ignite with 
frightening speed.  
I’m sorry Councillor Tegg, but there’s no way I ever want to fly in a battery-powered electric 
plane, Seaglider or ferry, even if it costs only $30 to get to Auckland.  
Alastair Brickell
Kūaotunu

An artist impression of a Seaglider in flight with the Auckland CBD in the background. 

Thumbs 
Up
to the young 
lady in The 
Warehouse 
Whitianga who helped 
a woman whose electric 
scooter had failed and 
she’d left her phone  
at home.  
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph  
and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, 
Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner 
must please claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed 
under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1002

Brain Teaser - Word Search
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s winner - Janet Brown

Word Search Instructions -
Find all the words listed hidden in the grid of letters. They can be found 
in straight lines up, down, forwards, backwards or even diagonally.

Theme - Car Words
CAR PARK, CARAMEL, CARBON, CARDBOARD, CARDIGAN, 
CARETAKER, CARGO, CARNATION, CARNIVAL, CAROL, 
CAROUSEL, CARPENTER, CARRIAGE, CART, CHILDCARE, 
CREDIT CARD, MACARONI, SCARCE, VICAR,

Last week’s Brain Teasers solution - Missing Link
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

MERCURy BAy BOWLING AND SPORTS CLUB
Margaret Jones Trophy Triples Tournament and 
Championship Winners Prizegiving - Sunday, 15 May
Eight teams competed in three limited ends games for the 
Margaret Jones trophy, which gave short sharp results in 
a limited time. Although it warmed up in the last game 
with the sun peeping through, it was comforting to come 
into the clubrooms with the fire roaring, the bar open and 
nibbles enjoyed by all.
After the first two games, there were three teams with two 
wins apiece, but that changed in the final game with all 
three teams losing their last game, resulting in five teams 
with two wins each. Pam Calder, Maisie Primrose and 
Bryan Patterson were the eventual winners with a higher 
ends and points tally. 
A different format for prizes resulted in all teams either 
winning back their entry fees or a greater or lesser sum 
of their entry fee, after drawing a blank envelope with an 

undisclosed sum of money in it. Some were delighted, 
some not so, but a bit of fun. 
MERCURy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 12 May
Winners: Alan Henderson, Pat Fisher and Lionel Lawrence.
Runners-up: Wayne McNeil, Shirley Marshall and Joy 
McGregor.
Good Sports: Lee Pudney, Noeline Way and Jenny Goodwin.
MERCURy BAy GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 10 May
Results: 1 Trevor Hildreth, 2 Kelvin O'Leary, 3 Lee Pudney.
Eighteen-hole Ladies Coronation Medal LGU  
Round 2 - Wednesday, 11 May
Results Division 1: 1 Rachel Johnstone, 2 Robyn Anderson, 
3 Yvonne Mehrtens.
Results Division 2: 1 Jennifer Cotterell, 2 Gail Doughty,  
3 Barbara Bradley.
Nearest the Pin #4: Chrissie Smith, Nearest the Pin #18: 

(Continued on page 28)

Norma Hart, Longest Putt: Lynne Butler.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford - 
Wednesday, 11 May
Results: 1 Micky Henderson 35, 2 Allan Hill 34, 3 Garry 
Morton 33.
Twos: Micky Henderson, Best Gross: Micky Henderson 81.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Net - Saturday, 14 May 
Results: 1 Rod Stewart 69, 2 Graeme Butler 70, 3 Graham 
Dun 71.
Best Gross: Bob Haase 81, Twos: Jack Coldicutt, Matt 
Sanders and Graham Dun, Longest Drive (Division 1): 
Alan Coubray, Longest Drive (Division 2): Les Walbridge, 
Nearest the Pin (Division 1): Nearest the Pin (Division 2): 
Cam Goodger.
PURANGI GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - 
Tuesday, 10 May
Results: 1 Jim Brown, 2 Equal Anne and Phil Costello.

Drawn Partners Stableford: 1 Jim Brown and Anne 
Costello, 2 Dick Hawke and Phil Costello, 3 Jock Peacock 
and John Hughes.
Waikato Provincial Veterans Golf Championship - 
Wednesday, 11 May
The club won the Waikato Provincial Veterans Golf 
Championship for the first time in its history. Well done 
to the players who represented the club - David Young, 
Lauchie Phillips, Tim Bartlett, Brian Keucke, Richard 
Agnew and Al Sims.
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Monthly Medal 
Stableford - Thursday, 12 May
Results: 1 Phil Costello (winner of the Cooks Beach 
Hardware voucher), 2 Jock Peacock, 3 Anne Costello.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Club Stroke Play 
Championships Round 3 of 8 - Saturday, 14 May
Results: 1 Brian Keucke net 69, 2 Jock Peacock net 70, 
3 Jeff Bright net 71, 4 Tim Bartlett net 71. 
4BBB: Jock Peacock and Tim Bartlett net 57, Best Gross: 
Tim Bartlett 78, Twos/Net Eagles: Jeff Bright and Jock 
Peacock. 
THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Eighteen-hole Men Stableford - Wednesday, 11 May
Results: 1 Chris Palmer 37, 2 David Gaskell 37, 3 Mark 
Hall 36.
Nearest the Pin #18: Mark Hall.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - 
Saturday, 14 May
Results: 1 Geoff Atmore 40, 2 Dennis Ford 37, 3 Kevin 
Verner 37.
Twos: Geoff Atmore, Charlie Chilwell, Gavin Allden and 
Kevin Verner, Nearest the Pin #18: Peter Sharp.
MERCURy BAy FOOTBALL CLUB
Saturday, 14 May
8th Grade: The team met Whenuakite for a great couple 
of matches. The players were focusing on moving the ball 
into space and passing to feet and did this very well. There 
were lots of communication between the players and, as 
always, lots of goals scored. Players of the Day were Cody 
Spyve and Dylan Castle.
12th Grade: We played Whangamatā in an end-to-end 
match with both teams equally matched. Whangamatā 

Photo left - Winners of the Mercury Bay Club Championships trophies for the 2021/2021 season. Back, from the left: Dave Vujcich, Robyn Anderson, 
Maisie Primrose, Larissa King, Kerry Suckling, Dale Tegg, Jayne Skinner and Derek Corbett. Front, from the left: Doug Sargent, Gail Knight and Bryan 

Patterson. Photo right - The Purangi Golf Club team that won the Waikato Provincial Veterans Golf Championship final on Wednesday last week. 
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

didn't have enough players, so our Leo Renall stepped 
up to play for them and earned a Player of the Day for 
their team. The final score was 3 - 2 to Mercury Bay with 
our goal scorers Annabelle Kline and Tylar Cornwall (2). 
Players of the Day were Layla Fowell and Tylar Cornwall.
Junior Mixed: The team is a new football team which 
plays in the Waikato Secondary Schools competition in the 
Junior Boys grade. The team is mainly made up of Year 9s 
supported by two Year 10s and three Year 8s, and includes 
six female players. It was a tough first-up game at home 
against Waihi Junior Boys, who used their experience 
to finish as the winners, 10 - 2. Coach Shane Comber 
was happy with the Bay’s performance and sees lots of 
improvement to come over the season. There were some 
good individual performances by Tom Lamason and Sam 
Chamberlain in defence, and Benjamin Eady in midfield. 
The goal scorers for Mercury Bay were Oliver Anderson 
and Harry Williscroft. 
MERCURy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB 
Championship Pairs Round 2 - Wednesday, 11 May 
North/South: 1 Pat Doube and Amy Hyde 60.50, 2 Jenny 
Layton and Val Dwight 58.00, Vivenne Leigh and Johanna 
Bonnar 50.00. 
East/West: 1 Robyn Hogg and Giorgio Allemano 57.50,  
2 Augusta Canegallo and Pauline Van Groenedaal 52.50,  
3 Sue Gill and Kate Palmano 49.50. 
Autumn 2 Competition Round 2 - Tuesday, 10 May 
1 Rose Tegg and Pat Doube 68.75; 2 Geoff Jervis and Amy 
Hyde 64.58; 3 Jan Page and Gavin Hedwig 52.08.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Autumn Pairs Week 1 - Tuesday, 10 May
Results: 1 Bev Dickie and Pauline van Groenedaal 64.58,  
2 Val Dwight and Maggie Beattie 57.64, 3 Robyn Hogg and 
Johanna Bonnar 54.86.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 9 May
North/South: 1 Lynn Kime and Christine Meinhold 62.70,  
2 Nolene Kirkpatrick and Celia Young 60.32, 3 Peter 
McNeil and Shirley Smith 48.41.
East/West: 1 Judy Mckenzie and Joan McNeill 68.25,  
2 Lee Hughes and Gillian Martin 59.13, 3 Barry Scott and 
Sue Poland 58.33.

MERCURy BAy CLUB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 11 May
Best of three frames. 
Nine players. Jason Smith, Peter Challis and Dave Colman 
achieved two straight wins each to challenge the finals. 
Jason won the bye draw, and previous club champion, 
Peter, took the win against Dave in the semi-final. In the 
final, it was veteran, Peter, up against young rising star, 
Jason. It was a great frame coming down to black to win, 
which Peter potted to take home the $25 grocery voucher. 
Two wins for Jason Smith (runner-up), Dave Colman, Brian 
Codyre and Wayne Malcolm. 
No high break recorded. 
Saturday, 14 May
Best of three frames. 
Eight players. Peter Shultz and Doug Pascoe progressed 
to the final with two straight wins each. Club champion, 
Peter, was too good for Doug and took home the $25 
grocery voucher. Those with two wins were Doug Pascoe 
(runner-up), Phil Jones and Jason Smith. 

No high break recorded.
MERCURy BAy JUNIOR RUGBy CLUB
Wednesday, 11 May
Year 6: The team played Coromandel Town. The result was 
a 50-all draw. Try Scorers: Marlon Stanley (2), Zaan Mayo 
(2), Curtis Treherne (5) and Liam Ramage, Player of the 
Day: Curtis Treherne, Star Play Award: Liam Ramage.
Saturday, 14 May 
Year 3: The team played Whangamatā at home. Player of 
the Day: Max Corkill, Tackler of the Day: Adam McDonald, 
Team Spirit Award: Cullen West.
Year 5: Mercury Bay Black 35 v Tairua 20.
With a squad of nine, the Mercury Bay Black team fought 
hard to come away with the win. They all played strong 
right to the end. Try Scorers: Alex McLean (3), Israel 
Matson (3) and Ryder Goodall, Player of the Day: Alex 
McLean, Team Spirit: Shem Macdonald.
Year 6: The team travelled to Thames and took the win 60 
- 25. Tries were scored by Zaan Mayo (3), Curtis Treherne 
(4), Barnaby Roche, Liam Ramage, Kobi Te Manu (2) and 

Marlon Stanley. Player of the Day: Zaan Mayo, Star Play 
Award: Wills McGovern.
Year 7: The team played at home against Te Aroha, who 
came away with a convincing win. It was a hard-fought 
game with good strong straight running from Paiggon 
Kereopa. She received the Achievement Award for this.  
For his tenacious tackling, Mason received the Best Tackler 
Award. Player of the Day was Jack Nash Penwarden for 
great work around the ruck stealing the opposition’s ball.
Year 8: After having a bye last week, the Year 8 Black team 
travelled to Te Aroha for their first game of the season. 
They came up against a considerably bigger team, but 
they quickly figured out how to run around them and get 
them on the ground. Mercury Bay went into the halftime 
break leading 26 - 10. Te Aroha came out firing in the 
second half and were able to get in a couple of early tries. 
Mercury Bay were able to fight their way back and came 
away with a 40 - 27 win. Try Scorers: August Popadich (4), 
MacKenzie Boyd and Shaun Joshua, Conversions: Kyson 
Mansell (5 from 6), Players of the Day: August Popadich 

Photo left: Tom Lamason taking the ball forward for the Mercury Bay Junior Mixed football team in their game against Waihi on Saturday last week. 
Photo right: Callum Bevan of the Mercury Bay First XV taking on a defender in the team’s game against Te Aroha College on Saturday last week.

(Continued from page 27)
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Classifieds and Public Notices

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently 

being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.

At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
OPC operates a WorkWell programme  

where your wellbeing matters. 
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with  

any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

cHuRcH sERvIcEs

ST ANDREW’S  
BY THE SEA

Presbyterian/Methodist Church
Albert Street, Whitianga

COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am

Come join us 
Families are welcome

Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

cHuRcH sERvIcEs

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times  
please visit our website

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

(021) 781 081

All welcome
WhitiAngA SDA FelloWShip

First Saturday of the month 10:00am,  
at the Town Hall.  

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069 
Community Representative  

Jan 027 248 2984 

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

and Tayze Gill, Player of the Day Picked by the Other Team: 
Mackenzie Boyd. Thank you to the team sponsor, Guthrie 
Bowron, and major club sponsor, New World Whitianga.
MERCURy BAy SENIOR RUGBy CLUB
Saturday, 14 May
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B 50 v Cobras 7.
MERCURy BAy AREA SECONDARy SCHOOL 
RUGBy CLUB
Saturday, 14 May
MBAS Youth Grade 38 v Thames High School 24.

MBAS First XV 114 v Te Aroha 0.
COROMANDEL TOWN SENIOR RUGBy CLUB
Saturday, 14 May
Coromandel Town Senior A 8 v Hauraki North 10.
MERCURy BAy NETBALL
Wednesday, 11 May
Senior Grade: Win or Booze 29 v Mid Courters 17, Fusion 
61 v Bullzup 5, MB Magic v YTG, The OGs 37 v Sweaty 
Bettys, MBAS Senior A 57 v Dynamos 8.

Isla Shepherd carrying the ball for the Mercury Bay Junior Rugby year 3 team in their game 
against Whangamatā  on Saturday last week.



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1002 - 17 May 2022Page 30

Classifieds and Public Notices

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or  

monthly mowing.  
Free edge spraying.

Phone Mike or Deb  
866 4678  

or 027 320 1703

coromandel  
garage doors

For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don mclean 022 453 2188

email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

Rubbish Removal 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

DAVE’S  
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,  
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.

30 Years Experience.  
Free Quotes or Advice.

Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

tO LEt

WORK WANtED

HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash, fences, 
driveway, patios - soft-wash for 

best moss and  
lichen clean and treatment,  
exterior window cleaning or  

general waterblasting,  
100m hose so access no problem. 

Cover the whole Peninsula 
Phone 0800 747 787  

or Andy direct  
027 313 4386

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

all HoUse and ProPerTY  
rePaIrs and maInTenance
Phone/text andy 022 346 2040

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

PuBLIc NOtIcEs

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR sALE

gUM FiReWooD 
$160/cube

phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

FiReWooD FoR SAle 
Dry pine, shed stored. 

$120/cube, free delivery.
phone Rob 027 247 7410

FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga,  
Kuaotunu, Matarangi,  

Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033 

or (07) 867 1361

WANtED

VehicleS WAnteD 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  
4X4s, CARS -  

dead or alive, damaged,  
de-registered,  

mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 
call 0800 333 398

HOLIstIc HEALtH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com angUs BUlls

Pure bred R1. Well-grown and quiet.
$1,200 plus GST.

Phone mark, (027) 324 7012

FIREWOOD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Merits 5941

14-months old and virtually unused.
In Whitianga, $4,500 ono.
Phone (027) 497 2255

maTarangI BoaT & FIsHIng clUB agm
Sunday 5th June, 4:00pm

Matarangi Fire Station
All welcome.

WHITIANGA  
SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB INC

Notice of the 36th  
Annual General Meeting

To be held on Monday, 30 May 2022  
at the Whitianga Town Hall

at 12:00pm.
FOLLOWED BY A  

FINGER FOOD LUNCH.
Signed  
N Chaney
Secretary

https://heretohelpu.nz 
COVID recovery and long term COVID recovery.

Those who require assistance can access the above link.
Here to Help U is a community-led effort to support people living in the community.
Those who have COVID or are in recovery can access support services - rapid antigen 
tests, mental health support, general support, employment, food collection service,  

food parcels, financial, technology, activities, cleaning supplies, non-prescription 
medicines, baby supplies, hygiene/sanitary supplies and pet food.

Whitianga Social Services has employed a person in the role of Community Connector  
to assist our community with COVID recovery.  

Contact Mike on 07 866 4476 extension 116 or email mike.b@wcst.org.nz.

GREY POWER MERCURY BAY INC
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual general Meeting of  
Grey Power Mercury Bay Inc  

will be held at  
11:15am on Thursday, 2 June  

at the Mercury Bay Club,  
corner Cook Drive and Campbell Street.

Doors will open at 10:45am.
If you have any queries regarding  

this meeting or Grey Power,  
contact Merle Edwards on 867 1737

PuBLIc NOtIcEs

Oh behalf of the Coromandel Rescue 
Helicopter Trust we would like to 

acknowledge and thank Stephan and 
Petra of The Informer for their great 

support over the pas 12 years.
Walter Russell

Patron of the CRHT
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Dream big with Kiwi 
motocross great

It was just over a year ago that Mercury Bay Area School won the chance to have New Zealand 
motocross great, Josh Coppins, visit the school. 
Last Friday, Josh made the trip to the Bay. He spoke to the students about what he had achieved 
in his career and how this was relevant to every area of his life. Plenty of young motocross 
riders were among the audience, eager to ask questions at the end. 
“Josh’s visit couldn’t have been timed better,” says Rata Drum of the Mercury Bay Motocross 
Club. “With our recently opened track and our AGM last week, the visit was the perfect chance 
to get more locals involved in our club.”
Josh spoke about his biggest regret that applies to so much more in life than just riding. He said 
he regretted not dreaming big enough. He thought it was going to be too hard to achieve big. 
“yet looking back, I discovered it’s better to fall short than to not try at all,” he said.
The question asked of Josh that most probably made the biggest impression on the audience 
was, “How much would you earn as one of the best riders in the world?” For those interested, 
the answer was, “Around $2 million to $4 million a year.”
Pictured is Josh on Friday with some of the members of the Mercury Bay Motocross Club.

The photographing 
of KZ1’s sails
Stage “rigging” has taken on a whole new meaning at the Civic Theatre in Auckland last week. The 
sails from KZ1, the yacht with which the Mercury Bay Boating Club challenged for the America’s Cup 
in 1988, were unfurled and photographed in all their glory by the New Zealand Maritime Museum’s 
Digitisation Project team.
KZ1 (formerly known as “New Zealand”) was acquired by the museum in 1990 and is currently on 
display at the Auckland Viaduct. The sails (all 20 of them) have, however, been in storage for more 
than 30 years, hidden from public view.
Maritime Museum collections specialist, Nicholas Keenleyside, says this is a common scenario in the 
museum world. “In most museums, a large part of the collection is not on display at any one time due 
to space constraints, exhibition requirements or the condition of the objects themselves,” he says. 
“Digitisation plays a key part in making collections accessible to the public and researchers online.”
While most of the museum’s collection can be photographed on a table in a studio, the KZ1 sails 
posed a big challenge because they’re, well... big. The yacht’s mast was a whopping 48 metres tall 
and the sails comprised a combined area of 1,600m2.
The sails needed to be fully unfurled in order to be photographed and the Civic Theatre, along with 
the Kiri Te Kanawa Theatre at the Aotea Centre, have proven ideal locations. “On reflection, it was 
quite appropriate to be undertaking this project in a theatre because, when you think about it, the 
America’s Cup races are all spectacles - they are performances,” says Mr Keenleyside.
Pictured is the KZ1 gennaker sail partially unfolded on stage at the Civic Theatre in Auckland.

Due to isolation requirements the cinema may be closed. Please check the Facebook page for the latest information.




