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Plastic pollution responsible for 
shearwater deaths

Distributed throughout the Coromandel Peninsula, coast to coast from Thames to north of Colville - www.theinformer.co.nz

A contribution by Dan Burgin of Wildlife Management International Limited

Sitting on Buffalo Beach in Whitianga,  
if you look out towards the ocean past Devil’s 
Point, you can see a large rocky outcrop in 
the distance. Your eyes are looking at Ohinau 
Island, a small predator free island that 
sits just below the Mercury Island Group.  
Co-managed by Ngāti Hei and the Department 
of Conservation, the island is bursting with 
life, day and night. 

My colleagues at Wildlife Management 
International Limited and I have had the 
privilege of visiting the island several times 
over the past six years for research. We monitor 
the toanui/flesh-footed shearwater who call 
the island home. A medium sized seabird,  
you may have seen the species out on the ocean. 
With their characteristic pink feet tucked up 
to their tail feathers, they effortlessly ride the 
updrift of the surging waves as seabirds do, 
searching for food. 

Their keen sense of smell often brings them 
around the back of any boat that is fishing. 
This intrigue has been their downfall with 
one of the key threats to the species being 
caught as bycatch in both commercial and 
recreational fishing activities. 

However, another pervasive threat for 
this species of seabird is plastic pollution.  
You may well have heard of the stories of 
flesh-footed shearwaters on Lord Howe 
Island over in Australia, where the chicks are 
reported to have been fed large quantities of 
plastics by their parents. This hasn’t ever been 
reported in Aotearoa New Zealand, until now.

My colleague, Simon Lamb, and I were on 
Ohinau Island in May this year, undertaking 
a regular eight-day trip to check all of our 
study burrows and see which burrows have 
produced a chick. The chicks are all given a 
uniquely numbered metal band on their leg 
before they fledge and leave the island for the 
first time to move north into the Pacific Ocean 
for the winter. 

They receive no guidance from their parents, 

just an innate instinct and inner compass 
that give them the drive to fly thousands of 
kilometres away. 

The chicks are fed a mixture of squid and 
fish by their parents who tirelessly forage in 
and around the Bay of Islands and even as 
far out as the Louisville Ridge. For over 50 

days, the chicks are wholly dependent on 
their parents to bring them food so that they 
can grow as big and strong as possible before 
leaving the breeding colonies. 

Despite their best efforts to raise a healthy 
chick, the parents are unknowingly picking up 
plastics as they forage, either by mistaking the 

plastic itself as prey or because the plastic is 
already within their prey. Parents with a belly 
full of plastic come back to their underground 
burrow and unwittingly feed their chicks a 
deadly concoction.

During our trip in May, we unfortunately 

Dan Burgin (photo left) and Simon Lamb (photo right) of Wildlife Management International Limited  
with two toanui/flesh-footed shearwater chicks.

(Continued on page 3)



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1006 - 14 June 2022Page 2

Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 14 June to Wednesday, 22 June: Once again the Moon is a great guide to the various planets on display this week with five all lined up, 
which is quite unusual. They are still in the correct order as they lie from the Sun with Mercury the lowest on the horizon and faintest. Not far above is 
brilliant Venus with faint Mars and then bright Jupiter almost overhead. Faint Saturn lies high overhead towards the NW and it is actually visible now 
late in the evening from about 11:00pm when it rises in the east. Remember that the planets can be distinguished from stars as they don’t twinkle.  
The International Space Station (ISS) makes several good passes this week. Friday, 17 June: Very late in the evening, the Moon lies directly above 
Saturn low in the east while the ISS makes a short pass from the NW at 6:50pm. Sunday, 19 June: The Moon sits low on the eastern horizon around 
midnight with Saturn above it. The ISS makes a bright pass from the NW at 6:51pm before disappearing into the Earth’s shadow high overhead.  
Monday, 20 June: The pre-dawn sky has Saturn, the Moon, Jupiter and Mars all roughly equally spaced with brilliant Venus down on the eastern horizon. 
The ISS makes a long bright pass from 6:03pm in the NW. Tuesday, 21 June: Early in the morning, Jupiter can be seen halfway between the Moon and 
Mars. There’s a low ISS pass from 6:51pm in the west tonight.

What’s happening in the night sky?

“Catchlights” Whitianga Photographic 
Club’s challenge for May

“Catchlights” were the Whitianga Photographic Club’s themed challenge for May. 
“Catchlights are the reflection of light in a subject’s eyes from an external light source,”  
says Kate Beauchamp, one of the club administrators. “This highlight adds depth and dimension 
to the eyes.”
First place was won by Tina Macrae with her pet portrait of Tui (pictured left). “The catchlights in 
the eyes are great and the eyes are nicely focused,” says Kate.
Kate finished second and  Anita Ruggle-Lussy third.
The club’s Photo of the Month competition was won by Bevan Walker with a colourful wildlife image 

of a kingfisher (pictured right). “The focusing is spot on, showing all the detail of the feathers,  
and a nice clean background ensures the kingfisher stands out,” says Kate. 
In second place was Karen Moffatt-McLeod and Anita Ruggle-Lussy finished third. 
The club’s themed challenge for June challenge is “Light Painting”, a photographic technique 
where light is “painted” or “drawn” onto a photograph using a light source during a long exposure.
To know more about Whitianga Photographic Club, check out their public Facebook page where 
the work and achievements of club members are showcased. Anyone keen to join in, can email the 
admin team at whitiangaphoto@gmail.com.
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found 11 dead chicks within the breeding 
colonies that are monitored. When we looked 
closer, we found that within all the chicks’ 
remains, their guts were riddled with plastic 
fragments. In one instance, we pulled 113 
individual plastic pieces from a single chick. 
In another instance, the plastic fragments 
came to a total weight of 35g. To put this into 
perspective, that is roughly the equivalent of 
five percent of the chick’s expected fledging 
weight (600g to 700g). For myself, weighing 
68kg, that would be the equivalent of 3.4kg of 
plastic in my gut. It’s a lot. 

The pieces of plastic ranged in size from 
less than 1cm to over 5cm with some having 
sharp edges and others smoothed round by the 
action of the ocean and possibly the digestive 
system of other animals. 

When chicks are fed plastic fragments, 
the effects can be insidious. Sharp plastics 
can pierce the inner organs causing injury, 
block up the passages for food items and 
can lead to starvation as chicks are being 
fed a non-nutritious substance. Additionally,  
the chemicals that the plastics are made of can 
leach into the blood stream leading to a range 
of issues for the birds. 

Looking at the chicks that were still alive, 
we couldn’t help but wonder if they had 
plastic inside them. In one moment of horror, 
a chick confirmed our suspicions by throwing 
up a thumbnail-sized piece of plastic while we 
were banding it. 

This was of course deeply troubling for 
Simon and I. We care a lot about the flesh-
footed shearwater and are immensely 
grateful for the opportunity to visit Ohinau 
and conduct research on the birds. However,  
we are increasingly worried. The solutions are 
not necessarily simple as plastics seems to be 
everywhere. Plastic waste has been found as 
far as the Arctic and Antarctic, in our water, 

soil and even the air. When plastics are so 
ingrained in our daily lives, it is no wonder. 
Look around you now and you’ll be able to 
see a myriad of items that are made of plastic. 
There is no one silver bullet, but many tough 
challenges ahead for us all - on a personal 
level and right up to central government. 

We need collective action. Of course, 
reducing the number of things you buy that 
contain or are wrapped in plastic is a great 
thing to do, and we recommend that, but we 
also need to be putting pressure on businesses, 
local councils and government officials 
to be doing more to better regulate plastic 
production, and develop and adopt alternative 
compostable packaging alternatives. 
Supporting shops and businesses that let us 
bring our own containers and talking about 
what we can all do among our friends, family, 
colleagues and community are of paramount 
importance. 

If those flesh-footed shearwater chicks 
have shown us anything, it’s that we are in 
desperate need of change, not just for them 
but for ourselves.

The flesh-footed shearwater won’t be the 
only species dealing with the detrimental 
effects of plastic pollution. Aotearoa New 
Zealand is the seabird capital of the world. 
Nowhere else is there more seabird diversity 
in one place. This also means the risk is so 
much higher. Seabirds play an important 
biological role in our ecosystems - they are 
the intermediary between the ocean and 
the land, transferring valuable nutrients 
from the marine environment to the  
terrestrial environment. 

Flesh-footed shearwaters are the sentinels 
of our oceans, they hold up a mirror to what is 
happening out at sea. What they are revealing 
to us is that our marine environment is full of 
plastic waste and our seabirds are suffering  
for it.

Shearwater deaths
(Continued from page 1)
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New Zealand premiere of “Land of a Thousand 
Sorrows Revisited”
By John Pratt

The documentary, “Land of a Thousand 
Sorrows Revisited”, struck a chord with a full 
house of Mercury Bay residents and visitors 
at Mercury Twin Cinemas in Whitianga on 
Saturday night last week, with its fateful 
connection to HMS Buffalo and the Mercury 
Bay coastline. 

Among those attending the New Zealand 
premiere of the film were 16 descendants 
of Canadian, Joseph Marceau, who was one 
among the political prisoners transported to 
Australia aboard the Buffalo in late 1839/
early 1840. After dropping the prisoners off in 
Tasmania and New South Wales, the Buffalo 
continued her journey to New Zealand where 
she ran aground in Whitianga in July 1840.

Canadian filmmaker, Deke Richards, has 
artfully pieced together a documentary that 
traces the background of both the Upper 
Canada and Lower Canada Rebellions that 
saw several men hanged, and 141 Canadian 
and American nationals exiled to Australia.

The rebels were soundly defeated by Britain. 
Queen Victoria had ascended to the throne 
not long before the insurrections were quelled 
and sent an envoy to Canada to look into the 
legitimacy of the Canadians’ grievances.  
The envoy recognised that the Canadians had 
reason to be concerned and eventually Upper 
Canada and Lower Canada were reorganised 
as a single Province of Canada, and afforded 
the status of “Responsible Government”  
in 1848.

The Canadian insurrections were one of 

the most important events in the foundation 
of the British Commonwealth. When Queen 
Victoria recognised Canada’s Responsible 
Government and subsequently pardoned “Les 
Patriotes”, as those who fought in the Lower 
Canada Rebellion are known in Canada,  
the groundwork was laid for New Zealand 
and Australia to gain the same recognition.

Joseph Marceau was the only Canadian 

political prisoner transported to Australia to 
not return to Canada following his pardon. 
Today, his descendants are living throughout 
Australia and New Zealand, including some 
in Whitianga. While their connection with 
the documentary, and with the Buffalo, is 
obviously personal, “Land of a Thousand 
Sorrows Revisited” tells a much larger story 
of colonisation and the evolving maturity of 

the British Commonwealth. It’s a well-paced, 
engaging film.

Representatives of the Royal New Zealand 
Navy and the HMS Buffalo Re-examination 
Project have also attended the screening 
on Saturday. Afterwards, they shared their 
aspirations for the wreck of the Buffalo,  
a recognised underwater archeological site 
50m from Buffalo Beach.

Some of the descendants of Joseph Marceau who attended the New Zealand premiere  
of “Land of a Thousand Sorrows Revisited” on Saturday last week.
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Stan’s Stuff
By Stan Stewart, owner of The Mercury Bay Informer with his wife, Pauline

Searching for Shangri-La

On a personal note, I am still in Brisbane 
supporting our son, Walker, as he battles 
creeping paralysis which has now overtaken 
his body from the chest down.

Shangri-La is defined as a remote, beautiful, 
imaginary place where life approaches 
perfection.

My guess is that many would apply that 
title to Mercury Bay. Millions in Europe and 
the Americas would love to pull up stakes and 
escape to Whitianga, this beautiful, peaceful, 
friendly coastal town with the permanent 
feeling of “holiday”. Here, the turmoil and 
tensions in other parts of the world could be 
blocked by the hills that surround Mercury 
Bay or thwarted by the ocean playground 
stretching out beyond the Bay. Really?

The rich and famous escape to their own 
versions of Shangri-La - the Bahamas,  
the Maldives - or they manufacture their own 
creation of a perfect world on a superyacht.

Actually, I don’t think Shangri-La exists or 
can ever exist. Suppose you could create your 
“perfect” world, the problem is you would 
still be left with “you” and face it, “you are 
the problem”.

Years ago, when Pauline and I took a 
children’s choir from Sydney to tour in the 
USA, we visited Sun City, Arizona. This was 
a huge gated community with a population of 
39,000. It was promoted as the perfect place 
for the good life for people 55 and over, lovely 
homes and wonderful facilities surrounded 
by perfect gardens, and 24-hour protection 

by armed security personnel. Sun City was 
advertised as the place where seniors could 
kick back and live a carefree life, a kind of 
Shangri-La for seniors.  

Our children’s choir received rapturous 
applause. Following the performance, a lunch 
was provided. The seniors in groups of four 
to six were seated around tables. The idea 

was that each table would have a child from 
the choir sit with them. But there were too 
many seniors and not enough children. To my 
surprise and to the children’s bewilderment, 
the seniors pushed and shoved each other to 
secure a child for their table.

Travelling on the bus on the way back to 
our accommodation, the children talked 

about what happened at their tables. Some 
seniors gave the children money. “We didn’t 
ask for it”, the children were quick to say. 
Others talked of seniors “crying” when they 
looked at them. The Sun City Shangri-La 
was clearly lacking something that money 
could not buy - humanity, in all its shades 
and nuances. 

I am so happy that in marvellous Mercury 
Bay, we have children and babies and 
teenagers, and the full range of adults.  
I fully realise that to live on the beautiful 
Coromandel Peninsula is a privilege given to 
very few in our troubled world. But for me,  
I don’t want to sit back and enjoy, and forget 
about the rest of the world and its problems. 

I am hoping that living in our privileged 
place will help me to become more caring 
to those around me and more compassionate 
towards the wider world in its complexity 
and problems. Can I pull this off? I will be 
working at it.

An addendum - there are no easy solutions 
or formulas to apply, but I found the 
president’s message in the current issue of 
The Angler, the monthly newsletter of the 
Whitianga Lions Club (sent to The Informer), 
a hopeful and healing alternative to searching 
for Shangri-La. 

I quote some of the message of Leighton 
Duerre (the president), reflecting on his year 
of presidency. 

“…what a strange year it has been. Not just 
for us, but for the whole world in general. 
Perhaps we might have anticipated some… of 
the disruption caused by the ongoing Covid 
pandemic, but few of us would have foreseen 
things like the worsening economy, the war in 
Ukraine or the supply chain issues worldwide 
related to those events. With all that is going 
on, it is easy to become sidetracked or 
disillusioned. 

“But when you think about it, [the Lions’] 
major function hasn’t changed. The primary 
activity of “we serve” hasn’t changed.  
The way we accomplish that goal may need 
to be altered, but at the core we continue to 
do what we always have  - serve our local 
community.”
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Thinking about thinking:  
the Dunning-Kruger effect
The seventh in a series of articles where 
Whitianga resident, Max Ross, is exploring the 
way we think.
The Dunning-Kruger effect is a bias within 
our thinking in which unskilled people 
overestimate their ability and skilled people 
underestimate it. This bias has been measured 
across a number of different tasks and within a 
number of different studies. 

This bias about our abilities is perhaps due 
to the fact that when we are new to or unskilled 
in what we do, we do not know what good 
looks like in that specific field and when we 
are good at something, we believe lots of other 
people are good at it also.

The negative side of this is sometimes called 
the dual burden effect. Not only are we not 
good at something, but we also do not know 
that we are not good at it. Incompetence comes 
with not being aware that you are incompetent.

This is a bias that encourages you to be 
humble. If you think you are great at something, 
it is likely that you are not and conversely if 
you do not think you are that good, you may 
be better than you thought.

It is important to be aware of the Dunning-
Kruger effect as it is a bias of self-assessment. 
People may choose careers they are not 
suitable for or give up career opportunities 
believing they are not good enough when  
they are. 

This bias may also have immediate 
consequences, for instance where we decide 
to jump off a bridge despite not having done 
many jumps before or drive a powerful 
motorbike without being aware of the extra 

skill level required.
The Dunning-Kruger effect was identified in 

a 1999 study and paper. It has really gained in 
popularity, has been verified in many similar 
studies and makes sense. I like the lesson of 
this bias to be cautious and humble about 
ourselves. 

Recent research, however, is questioning 
this bias. Mathematical papers released in 
2016 and 2017 showed that by generating 
random data points, pretending they came 
from studies on the Dunning-Kruger effect, 
they could show that this bias was happening. 
The problem is that random data should not 
be able to show this relationship and so the 
authors looked into the statistics. They believe 
that this bias is a statistical artefact of the way 
the questions were measured and presented.

So now we may think that maybe this 
bias doesn’t happen and some people judge 
themselves better and others worse despite 
their prior knowledge. A bias that seems 
like the way the world works and has been 
tested and verified many times, may well be a 
mathematical anomaly within the way that the 
statistics are processed.

I am not sure what this means. I am 
not an expert at statistics, so maybe I am 
overestimating my ability. It is important to 
question experiments and to question what we 
are told, and it is important to stay up to date 
with the latest developments regarding what it 
is that we believe and think. I have the thought 
that incompetent people do not know they 
are incompetent (and maybe I am included in 
that). Research now shows that may or may 
not be true.
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Sandy spins an excellent yarn
By John Pratt

Spinning wool was once a huge homecraft trend and while 
synthetic fabrics made a massive impact on fashion, sustainable 
and durable natural fibres have slowly but surely been making 
their catwalk comeback. 
Today, wool and woollen blended fabrics are right at the forefront 
of fashion trends. 
Nestled in the Market Hub in Coromandel Town, Sandy Valente 
(pictured) is teaching people to spin their very own fibre. 
Sandy’s obsession with making something from raw fibre, 
stretches back almost her whole life. Within as little as four hours 
of hands-on tuition, she says she can get anyone spinning their 
own yarn. Wool is plentiful in New Zealand and it’s relatively 
cheap. Sandy has accumulated bags of wool, waiting to be spun 
into yarn.
It not just wool, either. Sandy has examples of Alpaca fleece that 
she has turned into a fine yarn, but notes that Alpaca fibres are 
best blended with wool or other fibres to increase their strength 
and durability.
Watching Sandy at work behind her spinning wheel is fascinating. 
As she works away quietly at the treadle, she carefully teases 
out handfuls of raw fibre into the flyer, twisting and spinning 
the fibres into yarn, which is wound slowly onto the bobbin.  
The whole process is mesmerising - a kind of mindfulness exercise  
for the ages. 
Creating a yarn of consistent size and strength is a matter of hand-
eye coordination and practise, but it’s something that literally 
anyone can perfect with time. 
Sandy’s passion for natural fibre is infectious. Today her 
involvement extends not just to teaching people the ancient craft of 
spinning, but she has also been collecting and restoring spinning 
wheels. She has enough spinning wheels to accommodate whole 
classes of people wanting to create their own fibres. 
If you have wool, or a wheel, or you would just like to spin a good 
yarn of your own, give Sandy a call on (027) 499 5436.
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Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

ONLINE POLL FOR JUNE 2022
Do you favour a tax on petrol/diesel vehicles to  
encourage the purchase of electric vehicles?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
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the New Zealand Media Council, PO Box 10 879, Wellington 6143 or  
mediacouncil.org.nz.
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Peninsula.
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Like us on Facebook.  
Follow us on Twitter.

Check us out on Instagram.

See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Car Talk By Jack Biddle
A question for Jack? Just email us or drop us a note.

The power of television

We should never underrate the power of 
good television and the impact it can have on 
viewers.  

What makes for good TV these days is of 
course a debatable question, but there are a 
couple of programmes that have stood the test 
of time and provide content that continues 
to draw a wide audience and have done so 
for many years. One is Country Calendar on 
TVNZ One. It happens to be New Zealand’s 
longest running television series and focuses 
on rural life and at times some good, old-
fashioned, down to earth Kiwi ingenuity. It 
makes for great TV and continues to evolve 
as those working both the land and the 
sea strive towards making change to meet 
ongoing consumer demand. It also highlights 
the commitment of those people to making a 
positive environmental change.   

The other show is Sunday, also on TVNZ 
One, hosted by Miriama Kamo. It is promoted 
as a current affairs programme that brings 
into viewer lounges the subjects that matter 
most to them. Those subjects can be vast and 
varied, and rarely fail to leave an impression 
on viewers.

Such was the case several weeks ago when 
the entire Sunday programme was devoted to 
focusing on looking into the effects of what 
has been described by many experts as a 
climate crisis and the negative outcomes of 
the warming of the planet.  

Naturally the motoring industry is part of 
the problem. In a nutshell, each litre of fuel 
burnt by motor vehicles creates a certain 
amount of harmful emissions, so the less 
burnt or not used at all is, in theory, helping 
the planet. In its place, we see a move toward 
alternative power sources such as fully 

electrified and hybrid vehicles. 
Judging by comments I have picked up 

since the programme aired, it did start the 
grey matter working with many viewers 
considering their future motoring options and 
their desire to play a part in reducing, or not 
contributing to, temperature rises around the 
globe. I have fielded several questions since 
then on “what should I do when it’s time 
to trade up”. One person had only recently 
purchased a brand new petrol-powered 
vehicle but was strongly considering making 
the change to either plug-in hybrid, basic 
hybrid or fully electric. The programme had 
left such an impression that he felt the need 

to do something, to play his part and help 
create a better planet for future generations.

The “what to do” bit is the hard part as 
opinions can be very divided on whether 
a positive long-term change can actually 
be made with the majority of our current 
motoring options. 

My answer to this question is that I have 
little clue on what is the best way forward, 
and people need to make a call after weighing 
up all the options and deciding on a pathway 
that best suits them. Below is an email I sent 

to one such person that may help others who 
are in a similar thought pattern at the moment.

“The hybrid/fully electric/plug-in hybrid 
or stick with what you’ve got debate can be 
argued in so many different ways. There is 
no clear right or wrong answer and to make 
the decision a little harder, manufacturers 
will always sing from the hymn sheet that 
best suits them at a given time. Toyota and 
Mitsubishi, for example, are pushing the 
hybrid and plug-in option strongly which is 
a stop-gap measure until they develop their 
fully electric programme, I think. Some time 
away yet, but it’s definitely coming. 

“Mitsubishi has also made no secret of their 

desire to be at the sharp end of new vehicle 
sales in New Zealand moving forward, so 
its total sales out the door that matter most 
to them currently. Would they or any other 
major player ever consider putting a cap on 
diesel sales per year for example? I doubt it.

“One argument against hybrid/plug-in 
hybrid vehicle ownership is owners/potential 
buyers are committing two sins. The first is 
using a resource (lithium) - which, according 
to many, has its own environmental downsides 
during mining plus the use of child labour 

claims – that adds weight to the vehicle, The 
second is that an internal combustion engine 
is still needed which requires an oil change 
during ownership. 

“Servicing still provides a healthy profit 
for dealerships as well, so service intervals 
won't be changing anytime soon.”

“Moving to a fully electric vehicle for those 
who travel within city limits or limited long 
distances, definitely has its merits for many 
people who want to make an environmental 
stand. Yes there is still the lithium debate, 
but at least fully electric vehicles are not 
doubling up and poking out other unfriendly 
tailpipe emissions, albeit less than many other 
vehicles, including diesel. Owners also don’t 
currently pay any road user chargers and the 
range on a full battery charge is getting better 
and better.

“Hybrids and plug-in hybrid vehicles 
simply help reduce the demand on petrol 
when driving and at times can run solely on 
their batteries for limited distances, which is 
a big plus in big cities and short commutes 
to work, etc. This for many is enough and 
provides peace of mind they are helping the 
environment. 

“There is still a lot to be said, however, for 
simply downsizing or reducing the number 
of vehicles in a family and sticking to an 
economical petrol-powered vehicle. If there 
is an answer that can have an immediate 
effect on the environment, it is to encourage 
people to downsize their vehicles where 
possible and to simply drive less.” 

The one big positive TV programmes like 
Sunday has is that it makes for impulsive 
viewing and creates ongoing positive 
discussion. Keep it up TVNZ One.
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Letters to the Editor
See page 10 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Dear Editor - Finfish legislation
In the midst of disasters such as New 
Zealand’s ongoing housing fiasco and a 
horrible and so unnecessary European war,  
I have just stumbled over a month-old piece 
of information giving me a ray of hope. 

Although Thursday, 5 May 2022 passed 
with no celebration of a momentous event, 
on that day legislation came into effect at 
long last affording considerable protection to 
the 1,000 or so varieties of finfish inhabiting 
New Zealand waters. Until that day only 43 
species were covered by catch limits.

This was in great part as the result of locals, 
particularly in Tairua, vehemently protesting 
against the pillaging of the waters off the 
Coromandel, Kermadecs, Cuvier and all 
other outlying islands. Apparently, for some 
considerable time (reportedly at least three 
months), the same small squadron of SUVs 
and high speed 7m boats, manned by at least 
13 men, had been seen catching huge numbers 
of unprotected pink maomao, reportedly to 
sell in Auckland.

On viewing the overflowing fish bins, 
locals in Tairua estimated between 1,200 and 
2,000 of these reef fish were caught in one 
trip alone. Fortunately, the angry protests 

and threats made were such as to catch 
government minister David Parker’s attention 
and legislation was surprisingly fast in  
being enacted.

Personally, I wonder how the 
decisionmakers came up with the limit of  
20 finfish per person per day. For example, 
reef fish such as pink maomao live in the 
same area all their lives and therefore can 
quickly be fished out considering that they, 
along with blue maomao, have so rapidly 
disappeared from easily accessed, mainland 
coastal waters. Recreational fishermen 
suggest a limit of three would be more 
realistic to ensure their long-term survival. 
Perhaps it’s a pity that they are so delicious. 
Just consider what has happened to hapuka, 
bluenose and blue cod.

Anyway minister Parker, you are the one 
politician I currently admire. Your legislation 
is a good start. Yes, with more research on 
marine life and the establishment of more 
marine reserves and protected areas, there 
could be a healthy coastal New Zealand sea, 
well stocked with a huge variety of fish and 
other marine life in the future.
John Macassey
Kūaotunu

Whitianga solar farm 
expected to go ahead

After three years of development and planning, it appears New Zealand company, Lodestone Energy, 
will soon confirm that the development of a solar farm just south of Whitianga will be going ahead. 
The planned farm will consist of 59,000 solar panels and produce up to 54GWh of electricity.
Because the sun rises early over Whitianga, which misses the last of the day’s sunlight, the Whitianga 
solar farm is likely to be the first of Lodestone’s five planned locations to deploy battery storage, 
enabling the farm to better meet evening demand in the area. 
Lodestone Energy has recently announced that it was successful in raising the $300 million needed to 
develop five solar farms. In addition to Whitianga, farms will also be developed in Kaitaia, Dargaville, 
the Waiotahe Valley and Edgecumbe. The electricity generated by the company is forecast to be sold 
to consumers via electricity retailers from the middle of next year. 
Orchestrated by Garden Capital Investments, the farms are backed by a number of high-profile Kiwis, 
including Sir Steven Tindall, Sam Morgan and Rod Drury. 
“We’re pleased with the investor support and the team we have brought together to build Lodestone 
and deliver these initial projects,” says Gary Holden, Managing Director of Lodestone Energy.  
“Our goal is to be the leader in grid-scale solar in New Zealand and these first solar farms are just 
the beginning. We see many more solar farms and the addition of battery storage as key planks in  
moving Aotearoa towards becoming carbon neutral.”
Pictured is an artist’s impression of the Whitianga solar farm.



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Page 13Issue 699 - 27 July 2016Issue 1006 - 14 June 2022



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Issue 1006 - 14 June 2022Page 14

Introducing the new Whangapoua 
Forest operator
By John Pratt

Following the recent buyout of the Crown 
lease on the Whangapoua forest block, new 
operator, Summit Forests NZ, held a public 
information meeting in the Kūaotunu Hall on 
Wednesday last week. Summit is a wholly-
owned subsidiary of the giant Japanese 
Sumitomo Corporation, which has been 
in operation for 400 plus years, and which 
has other forestry interests in Whanganui, 
Gisborne and the Far North.

Local interest in the future of the 
Whangapoua Forest is high and a number of 
people turned out to hear Summit introduce 
themselves and explain their plans for the 
forest block.

For many of those present at the meeting,  
it looks like business as usual. Forest  
manager, Norbert Klein, and forest 
supervisor, Glenn Bradley, are both familiar 
faces. They have both been involved in the 
management of the Whangapoua Forest for 
many years and are well engaged with the 
local community on issues of concern.

It is the longer-term issues associated  
with forestry that local people are  
preoccupied with. 

The downstream effects of logging, not 
just on the forest estate, but on surrounding 
land as well, received a lot of attention. Prior 
to leasing the forest estate, the state-owned 
Forestry Corporation planted large tracts of 
land in pine. It’s the wholesale harvesting of 
these blocks that has traditionally caused the 
most ecological damage. 

The turning point was undoubtedly the 
2018 Tolaga Bay flooding event, which saw 
millions of tons of forest debris washed 
downstream, devastating the Tolaga Bay 

settlement and leaving the beach strewn with 
forestry waste. This event cast a spotlight on 
the entire industry and underlined the need to 
implement national environmental standards 
for forestry management. 

It was the local Whangapoua Forest 
management team that led the development of 
many of the current practices in environmental 
management and that work is ongoing.  
The consent conditions for the Whangapoua 
Forest are now national standards.

The most serious environmental impact 
from forestry operations is typically from 
the development of forestry roads and 

infrastructure, but these assets are all in 
place throughout the Whangapoua block and 
Summit is focused on doing what they can 
to limit and contain the impact within the  
forest areas.

Going forward, Summit has divided the 
Whangapoua Forest into 20 catchments and 
decreed that no more than 30 percent of any 
catchment will be cleared in any five-year 
period. Tree felling and retrieval techniques 
have been refined to enable selective felling 
and avoid any “brush” effect of felled trees 
being retrieved from the forest. Planting 
margins have been increased around riparian 

areas to try and prevent silt and waste washing 
downstream. 

Cleared areas are oversewn with grass seed 
to help manage erosion. Old culverts have 
been replaced with larger versions to better 
manage weather events and flumes have been 
installed to better manage the run-off.

Replanting of felled areas in the 
Whangapoua Forest is scheduled to start on 
1 July and this year more than 150,000 new 
seedlings will be planted. About 7,600ha of 
the forest will comprise managed forestry, 
with more than 3,000ha set aside for 
corridors and environmental management. 
The strategic approach to planting and felling 
helps to limit the environmental footprint of 
logging activity. 

NIWA and Waikato District Council are 
both actively engaged in monitoring and 
managing the impact of forestry on the 
Coromandel Peninsula, to ensure that the 
environment is strictly protected.

During the 12-month negotiations to obtain 
the Whangapoua forest block lease, Summit 
seems to have fully appreciated the sensitivity 
of forestry operations on the Coromandel. 
Ecology projects designed to protect the 
Archey and Hochstetter frog populations are 
already underway. 

Mining remains the elephant in the room for 
many people on the Peninsula. Summit was 
at pains to point out that their lease extends 
to the Whangapoua Forest only and does not 
include any mineral rights. OceanaGold has 
exploration rights and Summit is technically 
powerless to intervene in the event that 
OceanaGold decided to pursue mining in  
the area.

The Summit Forests NZ team who attended the public information meeting in Kūaotunu on 
Wednesday last week. From the left: Henare Walker (Ngāti Porou), Richard Cook,  

Norbert Klein, Takashi Sasaoka and Shane Dinsley.
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Successful regatta 
returns to Mercury Bay 
Next weekend (Saturday 18 and Sunday, 19 June), the Mercury Bay Boating Club (MBBC) will 
be hosting another regional regatta.   
“We will be welcoming the Elliot 5.9 Association to our Bay once again,” says MBBC commodore, 
Jonathan Kline. “After last year's successful Nationals here in Mercury Bay, the Elliot Association 
added us to their winter Traveller Series and next weekend a fleet of more than 12 boats will 
be in Whitianga.”
The Elliot 5.9 is a three-person yacht launched from a road trailer. All boats will be based at 
the Whitianga Marina and will be launched, towed out and retrieved every day. On the water, 
a volunteer MBBC race management team will be running five to seven races each of the two 
days, all windward/leeward with a top mark, bear away offset mark and bottom gate. 
“These Elliot Sailors are extremely talented sailors,” says Jonathan. “Most are involved with 
other top Grand Prix programmes during the summer season. The competition will be fierce 
within the fleet. The Elliot 5.9 teams will be in Whitianga for the whole weekend, enjoying our 
accommodation, restaurants, and local attractions.”
Pictured is some of the action from last year’s Nationals. Photo by Jackie Dagger.
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What’s On In the next few weeks

SPECIAL EVENTS
Thames Valley Rugby - Saturday, 18 June (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Waihi Athletic. Away game in Waihi. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B v Cobras. Away game in Te Aroha. Kick-off at 12:25pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Paeroa. Home game in Coromandel Town. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Area School First XV v Waihi College. Home game at Lyon Park in Whitianga. Kick-off at 11:15am.
Elliot 5.9 Association Winter Traveller Series Sailing Regatta
Saturday 18 - Sunday, 19 June. Hosted by the Mercury Bay Boating Club. More than 12 Boats participating in  
five - seven races each day.
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 15 October. Five distances ranging from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more 
information and to enter.

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGuLAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm, 
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on  
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on  
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.  
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.

Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as 
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 1006

Last week’s winner - Trudie Burnham

Last week’s solution

ACROSS 
1.   Steps from train
4.   Complains
7.   Pandemics
8.   Exchange
9.   Inflammatory skin  
      condition
12. Wanders
15. Chained up
17. Radio interference
18. Ultra manly
21. Dress tops
22. Caked with soil
23. Joint injuries

DOWN
1.   Accomplishes
2.   Throat
3.   Mumble drunkenly
4.   Light fog
5.   Scraped away
6.   Confident
10. Plentiful
11. Comes to earth
13. Roomy
14. Was partial to
16. Photographer’s tool
18. Mutilate
19. Follow instructions
20. Chances

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz 
to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from 
the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under 
the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
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With Cinema Kate
What’s coming up at the movies 

Hi folks, Cinema Kate here again with an 
update on new releases at Mercury Twin 
Cinemas in Whitianga for you movie buffs.

As predicted a few weeks ago, Top 
Gun Maverick and Operation Mincemeat 
have been extremely popular and are 
still screening. As previously previewed, 
Jurassic World Dominion is now screening 
with original Jurassic stars, Laura Dern, 
Jeff Goldblum and our very own Sam Neil, 
revisiting the Jurassic stage. Not one for 
children who are prone to nightmares!

And now for the new ones. Mothering 
Sunday brings together two of my current 
favourite stars, Colin Firth and Olivia 
Coleman, playing an older generation, 
society couple in a romance set in the 
1920s. Josh O’Connor, who played Prince 
Charles in season four of The Crown,  
is one half of a young lover couple, with 
fresh-faced 24-year-old Australian actress, 
Odessa Young, playing the other half. 
With the requisite contribution of society 
scandal, this is a great opportunity to head 
off with a group of (female) friends, or to 
take Mum to the movies. 

Tuesday Club is one for the foodies.  
It’s Swedish with English subtitles, but the 
food looks great and there’s an interesting 
underlying plot, light and funny.

Our very first Matariki holiday arrives 
on Friday, 24 June and it’s accompanied by 
the release of some great new choices for 

moviegoers. I’ve previously commented 
on Elvis, starring the unsurpassable 
pairing of Austin Butler, who is attracting 
lots of attention in the entertainment world 
as a new, hot, young sex symbol, and the 
inimitable and endlessly watchable Tom 
Hanks as Elvis’s (exploitative) manager, 
Tom Parker. Don’t miss this one! 

There’s a feast of New Zealand content 
on Matariki Weekend. 

Previously I mentioned Whina, the 
lifetime story of Dame Whina Cooper, 
starring Rena Owen, but there’s more.  
You may have seen that The Lion King  
has been produced in te reo Māori. Well 
here’s your chance to see it. This movie 
has always held universal appeal and it 
will be fascinating to listen to the Lion 
King music in the vocabulary of New 
Zealand’s own indigenous culture. 

The third New Zealand movie 
released for Matariki Weekend is the 
stirring documentary feature “Whetu 
Marama”(Bright Star). The film documents 
the decades-long undertaking by pioneer 
waka builder, Hek Busby, to revive the 
traditional skills of waka building and 
navigation, and pass his knowledge and 
art onto future generations. Inspirational! 

The three New Zealand movies I’ve just 
mentioned are also available for school or 
group bookings. 

Enjoy the movies!

Cycle for coeliac from 
Cape Reinga to Bluff
Coeliac Awareness Week has just concluded, running from 6 to 12 June. Lisa Jury, a Whitianga resident, 
is the national health promotion manager for Coeliac New Zealand and came to visit The Informer  
last week.
“The aim of this year’s theme, ‘Thriving: Living your Best Coeliac Life’, is to inspire those living with 
coeliac disease to really thrive and live well every day,” Lisa said. “The ongoing message of Coeliac 
New Zealand is to build a greater understanding about the need for gluten free food to be safe and 
accessible for people with coeliac disease, and educating New Zealanders that coeliac disease is a 
serious inflammatory condition but with the right support, people with [the condition] can truly thrive.” 
Earlier this year, several people participated in the national Cycle for Coeliac Challenge. This fundraiser, 
cycling from Cape Reinga to Bluff from 
1 March to 6 June, involved relay teams. 
Two members of “Team Whitianga”,  
Jill and Lou O’Reilly (pictured), rode the 
most kilometres out of all the teams 
participating. 
To take on such a strenuous event 
with coeliac disease, requires a lot of 
preparation and training before the 
event and monitoring along the way. 
Lisa’s experience and training (she 
holds a postgraduate Certificate in 
Health Science specialising in Sport 
and Exercise) enabled her to write 
training programmes for and monitor the 
progress of some of the participants. 
“Coeliac Awareness Week is an important 
date on the calendar, especially for those 
living with coeliac disease,” Lisa said. 
“The crossed grain logo [of Coeliac New 
Zealand] allows people with coeliac 
disease to choose safe gluten free foods 
and shines a light on how the hospitality 
sector can cater for people with coeliac 
disease with the support of the Coeliac 
New Zealand Dining Out Programme.” 
The Cycle for Coeliac Challenge was 
supported by The Warehouse Whitianga, 
Countdown and Nature Valley.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Gary Douglas

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

 Sudoku Puzzle 1006

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Kei te haere au ā te rua karaka” - “I am going at 2 o’clock”  

(Possible changes to “ā te rua karaka” include things such as “āpōpō”, “ākuanei” and “ā tērā wiki” - “tomorrow”, “soon” and “next week”)
  Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or 
scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under 
the COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time.
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Sponsored by Whitianga Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1182
Fishing Report  

Storing your boat over winter

It’s that time of the year where many will park 
up the boat. Here are a few tips to make sure 
your vessel stays in pristine condition ready 
for next season. Many of these tips are readily 
available online.
• The best place to store a boat is out of the 

water, preferably indoors. At least ensure 
the boat is well covered to keep the weather 
out. Covers to fit most boat configurations 
and sizes are available off the shelf.

• Wash the hull thoroughly. You can use a 
water-blaster to clean off any barnacles 
or marine growth. Check the hull for 
damage, blisters or scratches, and repair 
as required. Why not give the boat a good 
wax (fibreglass and paint), a paint touch-up 
or a fresh coat of protectant (aluminium)?

• Clean any through-hull fittings and 
strainers. Remove interior and exterior 
bungs and/or open any seacocks so the 
hull can drain.

• If storing your boat outside, suitable 
security needs to be in place for your own 
peace of mind and that of your insurance 
company.

• Sacrificial anodes should be checked. 
Working correctly, they ensure the ravages 
of the marine environment, mixed with 
electrical current, are greatly minimised.

• At the end of the season, a bit of time spent 
with a grease gun can prevent issues come 
springtime.

• Keeping the fuel tank topped up can help 
keep condensation at bay, but a water 

separation filter is a worthwhile investment 
for any petrol-powered boat.

• A little preventative maintenance around 
wheel hubs and brakes before you store 
your boat will put you in good stead for 
the new season.

• Make sure the batteries are fully charged 
and isolation switches are in the “off” 
position. If the boat will be stored for 
a long time, consider hooking a smart 
charger to the batteries to keep them 
topped up. Solar-powered chargers can do 
the same job.

• Where fitted, make sure the steering cable 
is packed with grease and remember to 
occasionally give the steering wheel a few 

turns during the course of the winter to 
prevent the cable binding. Seized steering 
is a common boat ramp disaster after the 
winter lay-off.

• Pull up squabs and cushions and clean 
them using a mould removing solution 
on vinyl surfaces. Stow squabs propped 

up or on their sides so air can circulate 
around them.

• Remove the miscellaneous gear that 
accumulates in any boat and store it 
somewhere dry.

• If mains power is available, consider 
running a dehumidifier in the cabin at 
regular intervals to keep condensation and 
damp at bay.

• If the boat sits on a trailer, ensure the tyres 
are at the correct pressure and that the 
wheel bearings are well greased. 

• If the boat is outside, tilt the trailer so the 
boat is slightly bow-up to drain any water 
that finds its way into the boat.

• It pays to move the trailer every once in a 
while to keep everything moving or jack 
it up and store it on blocks to preserve 
the tyres. Give the wheels a spin every  
few days. 

Until next time. Keep safe keep warm and 
if in doubt... don't go out.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1006

Brain Teaser - Missing Link
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s winner - Michael Hyder

Last week’s solution - Figures of Fun

Missing Link Instructions - Complete the words in the 
grid by using each letter of the alpabet once only. 

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email 
your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz 
to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from 
Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed under Covid-19 Alert Level 2 or lower.
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

(Continued on page 24)

MERCuRy BAy JuNIOR RuGBy
Saturday, 11 June
year 5 yellow: The team took on Waihi Red at the Mercury 
Bay Multisport Park. The game was a try-scoring fiesta 
for the Bay with tries by Rimu Joshua (7), Sol Kurth (5), 
Reuben Percival (3), Boh Boyd (2), Leon Lingard (2) and 
Jaxson Sargent.
Boh Boyd and Leon Lingard were recognised for their 
outstanding play by Waihi. Mercury Bay forwards, 
Coco Shepard, Riley Shepard and Jaxson Sargent were 
recognised for their hard, straight runs, solid tackles and 
stealing the ball in the rucks.

A big thank you to Mercury Bay senior rugby player, Zarric 
Auriom for refereeing the game. It’s great to see the older 
players giving back to the junior club.
year 5 Black: The team travelled to Ngatea to play 
Hauraki. Mercury Bay came away with a convincing win.
Player of the Day: Israel Matson, Tackler of the Day: Miley 
Reichardt. Player of the Day Awarded by the Opposition: 
Shem Macdonald.
year 6 Black: The team played Whangamatā at home. 
With only seven players, Mercury Bay unfortunately lost a 
hard-fought game 70 - 50. 
The Bay’s tries were scored by Curtis Treherne (4), Zaan 

Mayo (2), Liam Ramage (1) and subs from Whangamatā 
(3). Player of the Day: Wills McGovern, Star Play Award: 
Marlon Stanley.
year 8 Black: The team hosted Hauraki. Hauraki came out 
firing and scored three tries in the first 10 minutes. This 
was followed by two tries for Mercury Bay and another 
one for Hauraki before the halftime break. In the second 
half, Mercury Bay came back and were able to equalise 
before Hauraki scored some tries late in the game to take 
the win. 
The Bay players all worked hard and never gave up. They 
had four team members away and lost one of their strong 

defensive players to an injury in the first half, leaving them 
with one reserve for the rest of the game.
Try Scorers: Shaun Joshua, Lyric Jackman-King, Noah 
Candelaria and Kelson Wirihana Tawake. Conversions: 
Kyson Mansell (3 from 4 attempts), Players of the Day: 
Lyric Jackman-King and Connor Moses, Player of the Day 
picked by Hauraki: Mackenzie Boyd.
MERCuRy BAy AREA SCHOOL RuGBy
Thursday, 9 June
MBAS Girls XV 40 v Hauraki Plains College 20.
Saturday, 11 June
MBAS Youth Grade 56 v Whangamatā Area School 17.
MBAS First XV 72 v Te Aroha College 5.
MERCuRy BAy SENIOR RuGBy
Saturday, 11 June
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A 12 v Thames 43.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B 26 v Thames 13.
COROMANDEL TOWN SENIOR RuGBy
Saturday, 11 June
Coromandel Town 17 v Waihi Athletic 13.
MERCuRy BAy JuNIOR FOOTBALL
Saturday, 11 June
8th Grade: The team were a small group and played 
an even smaller team from Tairua. The opposition were 
tenacious and hungry for the ball and made Mercury 
Bay work for their goals. The passing between the Bay 
players was fantastic and there was plenty of good 
communication. Small games usually provide the best 
entertainment and this was certainly true in this case. 
Players of the Day were Chase Whitford and Arabella 
Bartley.
10th Grade: A great game on the weekend against a very 
skilled Whangamatā side with plenty of talent. It was the 
first time the Mercury Bay team have conceded goals and 
lost a game, but everyone was pleased to have faced such 
tough opponents. 
Players of the Day were Jackson, Kayleb and Charlotte.
Mixed Junior: The team played Thames Junior Boys at 
home in the first round of the Knockout Cup. It was all 
locked up at halftime at 3 - 3. In the second half, Thames 
managed to get the late winner to take the game 5 - 4.  Lexi Sloss taking the ball forward for the Mercury Bay Area School Girls First XV rugby team  

against Hauraki Plains College on Thursday last week.
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The wind tested the goal shooters’ skills, but their talent 
shone through. Great goal shooting from Miranda Coleman, 
Savahna Hull and Lotti Harrison. In the opposition goal 
circle, Isabella White and Ella-Rose MacPherson showed 
impressive pressure as defenders. In the mid court, Meg 
Harper, India Percival and Millie Gold constantly attacked 
to retain the ball. 
The game was paused in the final quarter as a massive 
rain shower came through, but despite the huge amount 
of surface water, the new surface of the courts proved 
great to play on. The team has had a hard season to date 
and it was fantastic to see them play cohesively despite 
missing some players.  
MERCuRy BAy BOARS BASKETBALL 
Friday, 10 June
Mercury Bay Junior Girls 43 v Thames High School 32.
Mercury Bay Junior Boys 60 v Thames High School 19.
Mercury Bay Senior Boys 75 v Thames High School 55.
MERCuRy BAy CLuB
Snooker - Wednesday, 8 June
Best of three frames.
Eleven players. Dave Colman, Ian Pudney and Brian 
Codyre progressed to the finals with two straight wins 
each. Brian won the bye and in the semi-final, Ian was too 

A brave performance by Mercury Bay considering they 
were missing some key players due to illness. 
The scorers were Harry Williscroft with a hat-trick and 
Benjamin Eady. Benjamin used his speed throughout 
the game to trouble the Thames defence regularly, while 
Oliver Anderson and Lila White also played extremely well.
MERCuRy BAy NETBALL CENTRE
Wednesday, 8 June
year 5/6: Te Rerenga Tigers 4 v Whenuakite 3, Blue  
Stars 6 v Red Devils 8, Coromandel Champs 2 v Shooting 
Stars 6.
year 7/8: Tairua Hikuai 10 v Golden Ferns 4, Fast and 
Furious 8 v Coromandel 12, a Flames 14 v Whenuakite 
Scoop Troops 3.
College: Coromandel Senior A 52 v Team Blue 10, 
Bumblebees 23 v Coromandel Year 9/10 24, Pickles 16 
v All Stars 13.
Senior Division 1: MB Magic 40 v Win or Booze 29,  
Fusion 31 v MBAS Senior A 36.
Senior Division 2: Dynamos 28 v YTG 28, Midcourters 38 
v Pawfessionals 4.
Saturday, 11 June
under 14 Representative Team: The team played 
Thames 9A on a wet and windy afternoon at the Mercury 
Bay Multisport Park in Whitianga. The Mercury Bay girls 
played hard from the first whistle, coming away with the 
win, 29 - 15. 

The Mercury Bay Netball Centre under 14 Representative team who took on  
Thames 9A on Saturday last week. From the left: Mikyla Barnes (Coach), Savahna Hull, 

Miranda Coleman, India Percival, Millie Gold, Isabella White, Ella-Rose MacPherson,  
Lotti Harrison and Meg Harper. Photo by Kim Hireme.

THE MERCURY BAY INFORMER IS LOOKING FOR  
SOMEONE TO WORK WITH OUR GENERAL MANAGER  

IN OUR ADVERTISING AND ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
The successful applicant will be required to create advertisements, follow up 
with existing and potential advertisers regarding sales and assist with general 
administration duties.
We are looking for someone:
• Who is computer literate.
• Who is creative.
• Who is confident in communicating with others in a kind  

and professional manner, whether in person, on the phone  
or via email.

• Who is a great team player and willing to step in and help whenever 
needed.

No previous experience in sales or graphic design is necessary,  
but a willingness to learn is crucial.
Attractive remuneration is on offer and hours of work can be negotiated.
If you are interested, please email a cover letter and your CV  
to office@theinformer.co.nz.  
All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

SITUATIONS VACANT
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Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently 

being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.

At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
OPC operates a WorkWell programme  

where your wellbeing matters. 
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with  

any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

WANTED

Vehicles wanted 
Top cash paid for any VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  

4X4s, CARS - dead or alive, damaged,  
de-registered, mechanical problem, no WOF - we buy it. 

call 0800 333 398

WANTED TO BUY

14” tInny  
Motor and trailer not necessary

Please phone/text 022 052 1948

tEAM LEAdEr rōPū KAItIAKI SOCIAL WOrK tEAM 
The Whitianga Community Services Trust, also known as Whitianga Social Services, 
delivers over 20 programmes and services to the people of Te Whanganui-o-Hei 
Mercury Bay. 
We currently have a vacancy for a team leader who will provide clinical and 
professional oversight, and direct leadership for our Rōpū Kaitiaki.  
This is a full-time, permanent role for a registered social worker with a current 
practising certificate. This amazing opportunity is a leadership role requiring an 
experienced practitioner able to provide supervision, leadership and support to a 
small team of social work and counselling staff. The client case load includes adults 
and tamariki -  children, rangatahi -  youth and young people, and whānau - families, 
who are at risk of abuse, harm or offending, and families where there is a risk of family 
violence. Cultural sensitivity, good communication skills (oral and written), and the 
ability to work within a multifaceted team and other social service professionals are 
essential requirements of this position. Applicants require a minimum of three years’ 
social work experience, preferably in a community-based setting. 
Benefits and perks
• A friendly supportive work environment with a great, dynamic team.
• Free car parking.
• Paid leave for your birthday.
• Practicing certificate costs reimbursed.
• In this unique environment, you will work closely with highly skilled and multi-

disciplinary teams, including other community social workers, counsellors, 
children’s team lead professionals and educators.

• Contribute to integrated service delivery within a reputable NGO.
• Opportunities for professional development.
• External professional supervision is considered integral to the health and safety  

of the team leader’s role and provided by the trust. 
Key responsibilities/Skills
• Lead, motivate and support the social services team.
• Monitor team performance and report on KPIs.
• Provide supervision of and professional development for social services staff.
• Provide initial assessments of referrals and support to the whānau/clients  

when required.
• Practice strengths-based approach with staff, whānau and community.
• Develop strong relationships with a range of government and non-government 

organisations, local community networks, and local iwi to ensure tamariki and 
whānau receive external services as needed.

• Develop, implement and coordinate programmes and support delivery of 
appropriate preventative programmes to children, young people and adults. 

the successful candidate
• Qualification - New Zealand-registered Social Worker.
• Proven work experience as a team leader or supervisor.
• Highly skilled, energetic person who has a sound knowledge of child protection.
• The ability to work with diversity. 
• Current full driver’s license and a clean Police check.
• Strong relationship-building skills.
• Strong oral and written communication skills.
• Strong organisational and decision-making skills.
• Be fully vaccinated against Covid-19. Our staff and volunteers are in close contact 

with vulnerable people. 
For further information and a job description, please contact Sheryll FitzPatrick, 
manager, on phone 027 303 5303 or email sheryll.f@wcst.org.nz.
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coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don mclean 022 453 2188

email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

RubbIsh Removal 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying, Public & Private,  

1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.  

Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348

davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

TO LET

WORK WANTED

house WashING
House wash, roof wash, fences, 

driveway, patios - soft-wash for best 
moss and lichen clean and treatment,  

exterior window cleaning  
or general waterblasting,  

100m hose so access no problem. 
Cover the whole Peninsula 

Phone 0800 747 787  
or andy direct 027 313 4386

ChImNeY sWeeP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR SALE

GUM FiRewOOd 
$160/cube

Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

FiRewOOd FOR sale 
Dry pine, shed stored. 

$120/cube, free delivery.
Phone Rob 027 247 7410

FIReWooD FoR sale 
Shed stored $130/m3 

Free delivery Whitianga,  
Kuaotunu, Matarangi,  

Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033 

or (07) 867 1361

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

CHURCH SERVICES

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presbyterian/Methodist Church

Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am

Come join us 
Families are welcome

Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

(021) 781 081

all welcome
whitianGa sda FellOwshiP

First Saturday of the month 10:00am,  
at the Town Hall.  

Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069 
Community Representative  

Pr Axel 021 327 003 

lINe DaNCING 
New Beginners Class starting  

Monday, 27 June.  
From 9:30am - 10:30am at the 

Whitianga Town Hall in Monk Street. 
Absolute beginners very welcome. 

enquiries - Kathy 027 432 1353  
or Cecily 027 294 1750 

Whitianga line Dancing Club

LINE DANCING

MIKE’S MOWING
Fortnightly or monthly mowing. 
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  

or 027 320 1703.

‘05 mItsubIshI Colt 1.5l  
auto 5-DooR

Reg and new WOF. This vehicle is in 
immaculate condition inside and out and 
has only travelled 65,000km since new. 

NZ new. No issues with this vehicle at all.
$6000

Phone Norman  
027 473 3619

VEHICLE FOR SALE
FIReWooD 

Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155
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good for Dave. The final was a great frame, coming down 
to black to win. Brian potted the black and took home 
the $25 grocery voucher. Those with two wins were Ian 
Pudney (runner-up), Dave Colman, Ian Baumgren, Peter 
Challis and Willie Jones. 
No high break recorded.
Snooker - Saturday, 11 June 
Best of three frames. 
Eight players. Bob Haase and Wayne Malcolm were the 
only players to achieve two straight wins to challenge the 
final third frame. The final was a closely fought match, but 
Bob snatched the victory and took home the $25 grocery 
voucher. Those with two wins were Wayne Malcolm 
(runner-up), Phil Jones and Peter Schultz. 
No high break recorded.
8 Ball - Sunday, 12 June
Best of seven frames.
Seven players. Bazz Russell and Jon Murray achieved 
seven wins each to play out the final of three frames.  
It was Jon who took the win over Bazz, both taking home 
a meat pack. Pete Levy won the door prize and also a 
chocolate bar for the wooden spoon.
MERCuRy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CLuB 
Championship Pairs Round 6 - Wednesday, 8 June 
North/South: 1 Don Barry and Peter Hogg 62.50; 2 Robyn 
Hogg and Giorgio Allemano 50.00, 3 Jenny Layton and Val 
Dwight 47.40. 
East/West: 1 Rose Tegg and Geoff Jervis 63.75,  
2 Pauline Van Groenedaal and Jan Autumn  53.13,  
3 Angela Butterworth and Denise Knutson 50.00.  
Thursday Championship Pairs Round 2 - 
Thursday 9 June 
Results: 1 Hillary Scott and Geoff Jervis 66.07, 2 Julie 
Rutledge and Angela Cook 50.00, 3 Ischelle Stevenson 
and Jan Page 42.86. 
HAHEI BRIRDGE CLuB
Mahurangi Pairs Week 2 - Wednesday, 7 June 
North/South: 1 Annette Cox and Peter Hogg 66.00,  
2 Angela Butterworth and Robyn Hogg 57.00, 3 Bev Dickie 
and Don Barry 51.50.
East/West: 1 Penelope Aston and Sue Gill 61.00, 2 David 
Wilkinson and Robyn Waters 52.50, 3 Ngaire O’Brien and 
Vivienne Leigh 49.00.
MERCuRy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLuB
Thursday, 9 June
Winners: Peter Rabarts, Colin Everett and Shirley Marshall.
Runners-up: Alan Henderson, Ian Sanderson and  
Sandie Morris.

Good Sports: Ian Pudney, Colleen Taberner and Kathy Everett.
MERCuRy BAy GOLF & COuNTRy CLuB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 7 June
Results: 1 Bob Holliday, 2 Rod Stewart, 3 Brian Stewart.
Eighteen-hole Ladies Area Stableford Round 5 - 
Wednesday, 8 June
Results: 1 Fiona Gardien 32, 2 Anita Ellmers 29, 3 Sharyn 
Smith 28.
Nearest the Pin #18: Yvonne Mehrtens, Longest Putt: 
Caron Clinning.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford - 
Wednesday, 8 June
Results: 1 Jack Coldicutt 35, 2 Richard Steel 35,  
3 Alan Henderson 35.
Best Gross: Equal Steve Geach and Dave Enright 77.
Eighteen-hole Men 4BBB Knockout Duxfield Cup - 
Saturday, 11 June
Winners: Gordon Davidson and Ken George.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford - 
Saturday, 11 June
Results: 1 Roger Booth 39, 2 Dave Enright 36, 3 Ken 
George 35.
Best Gross: Dave Enright 73, Twos: Dave Enright (#2), 
Kevin Smith (#4), Ivan Adams (#4), Longest Drive (Division 
1): Kevin Smith, Longest Drive (Division 2): Paul Lupton, 
Nearest the Pin (Division 1): Tony Foster.
PuRANGI GOLF & COuNTRy CLuB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford P Haworth 
Trophy Round 2 of 3 - Tuesday, 7 June
Results: 1 Wayne Morrison, 2 Neil Gollan, 3 Equal Neil 
Robertson and Jim Brown.
Lucky Hole: 1 Equal Roberta Preston, Dick Hawke and 
Richard Duckworth.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Net - 
Saturday, 11 June 
Results: 1 Jock Peacock 69, 2 Tim Bartlett 73, 3 Bob 
Walker 74.
4BBB Net: Jock Peacock and Jeff Bright 68.
THE DuNES MATARANGI GOLF CLuB
Nine-hole Men Par 3 - Tuesday, 7 June    
Results: 1 Rey Bertling 26, 2 Peter Hazael 24, 3 Phil  
Rogers 21.
MERCuRy BAy BOWLING CLuB
Mico Plumbing Open Triples Tournament - 
Sunday, 12 June
Despite predicted rain and thunderstorms, the teams 
enjoyed pleasant, mostly sunny conditions with some 
players resorting to short sleeves and shorts. There was 

The winners of the Mico Plumbing Open Triples tournament that was last Sunday  
played at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club in Whitianga.  

From the left: Luke Vujcich, Dave Vujcich and Derek Corbett.

only a brief shower early during the first game. 
Ten teams, mostly from Mercury Bay, as well as 
visitors from Coromandel Town, competed in some 
very competitive and close games. Four games of one 
hour and 10 minutes were played and as well as very 
experienced players, it was pleasing to see many first year  

members participating.
Winners: 1 Dave Vujcich, Derek Corbett and Luke Vujcich 
(4 wins), 2 Lynn Clifford, Larisa King and Pam Phillips  
(3 wins), 3 Trevor Knight, Colin Everett and Bryan Patterson 
(2 wins and 1 draw), 4 Clive Primrose, Maisie Primrose 
and David King (2 wins).




