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In tune with Poutama
By Francesca Dowling

Music and working with young people have
been part of award-winning hip-hop artist,
teacher and social worker, Tipene Harmer’s
life for as long as he can remember.
“I’m passionate about three things,” says
Tipene (Ngāti Kahungunu). “People, from
helping and walking alongside them to
learning from them, music and my culture.”
Tipene joined Whitianga Social Services
in January this year as a mentor who focuses
on young people, family violence prevention,
whānau resilience and tikanga Māori.
On Monday last week, he launched a music
production studio where young people on
the Coromandel Peninsula will benefit from
free weekly classes as part of a learning
programme called Poutama.
Inside the studio, housed in a shipping
container at Social Services, young adults
16 years and over will have the opportunity
to learn how to write songs, create beats, and
record, mix and blend their music, as well
as produce and even possibly release their
music publicly. “I’m not necessarily trying
to turn kids into musicians, although this
seems contradictory when you see the studio,
but rather show them the therapeutic benefits
of voicing their thoughts and learning about
Māori history through a creative means,”
says Tipene. “I consider this a journey in
music and depending on where they are in
their life journey, they can decide if they want
to pursue a music career professionally.”
Through Tipene’s connections to Ngāti Hei,
Mercury Bay Area School’s music teachers
and Kura Wellbeing team, the Mercury Bay
community, Coromandel Area School and
Te Wharekura o Manaia, young people who
are at “a crossroads in their lives where they
make big decisions” and may benefit from the
Poutama programme are referred to him.
Poutama, a Māori weaving pattern
representing the stairway to high achievement,
has a significant spiritual and educational
meaning. The stepped pattern symbolises
levels of attainment and advancement in
someone’s growth, striving ever upwards and
towards betterment.
Tipene considers music to be a key in
guiding young people on this positive journey.
He notes, however, that there are mentoring

Musician and mentor, Tipene Harmer, inside the recording studio set up in a
shipping container at Whitianga Social Services.
programmes available for those who wish
to not have music incorporated in their life
path. “Poutama is a cultural experience of
self growth delivered through music and has
a focus on attitude and behavioural change,”
he says. “We will be working in small groups
initially, to really spend some quality time
with the few young adults that we currently
have. We will build their skills and confidence
to help facilitate Poutama to larger groups
using the Tuakana Teina approach of those
with more experience guiding those who
are learning”.
Tipene has been a consistent presence
on the New Zealand music scene since the
overwhelming success of his breakthrough

single, “West Side Hori”, which earned him
his first APRA silver scroll nomination.
Recently, he was nominated once again for
an APRA silver scroll for “Turangawaewae”,
the leading single of his second album,
“Heritage Trail”, that was released in
September 2021. “I didn’t know I wanted
to be a musician when I was younger, I just
knew it made me feel good,” he says.
Throughout his childhood growing up in
Flaxmere, Hastings, a community heavily
affected by gangs, violence, drugs and
poverty, music acted as a tool to navigate,
contextualise and put into perspective
Tipene’s thoughts and feelings as a form of
“self-counselling”. “By writing your story

in a song, you only have a short window to
say what you want to say, so while crafting
your lyrics, you can let many things fall by
the wayside and consequently get to or even
discover the crux of the issue,” he says.
Being Māori is a major theme of Tipene’s
music. “The beauty of creating music is
you can capture something forever,” he
says. “This is what our ancestors did with
everything, having the vision for something
to still be in use and of relevance within
the next 100 years. I want to ‘capture’ and
re-indigenise our culture through my music.”
Tipene was named an official Māori
Music Ambassador in 2021. He moved to
Whitianga from Auckland two years ago.
His first album, “Tautoko”, meaning
support, was based on a fundraiser CD for
his late mother’s funeral that turned into
a landmark album that established him
as a professional artist. Heritage Trail is
whakapapa (geneology) and tipuna (ancestor)
driven, documenting the timeline of Māori in
Aotearoa. “This album took my entire life
to write,” he says. “Just like your heritage,
it goes for an eternity.”
Tipene is at the moment completing a
nationwide Heritage Trail tour. The tour
was supposed to take place several months
earlier, but was because of the Covid-19
pandemic postponed to this month,
to coincide with New Zealand Music Month.
The next stop is Auckland on Friday this week
and on Saturday this week (28 May), Tipene
will be on stage at The Whitianga Hotel.
Joining him for his performance in Whitianga
will be Hamilton hip-hop legends, 4 Corners,
up-and-coming local rapper, Chance Haddon,
and well-known and loved local musician,
Vegas Brown.
It’s possible that Tipene will perform one
or two songs from his yet to be released, and
as yet unnamed, third album on Saturday.
“To all those who have been asking me since
moving to Whitianga about when I’ll be
doing a proper show, here you go, it’s finally
here,” he smiles.
Tickets for Tipene’s Heritage Trail tour
are available at eventbrite.co.nz or at the
door. The Whitianga concert will kick off
at 9:00pm.
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“I just thought it was a good idea
at the time”

By Francesca Dowling

Whitianga
resident,
Ernie
Pitchfork, might not only be
a close embodiment of the
expression “Jack of all trades”,
he seems to be a master of all too
- from being a highly successful
chemist, lawyer, author, and
fuel and lubricant specialist
to previous Whitianga Lions
president, co-founder of the
Whitianga MenzShed and now
avid carpenter.
When asked about his
motives behind his “chopping
and changing” career, or more
suitably careers, despite all the
success he found in each, Ernie
summed it up in a rather casual
manner. “I don’t know really,
I just thought it was a good idea
at the time,” he said.
Born near the Tower of
London, Ernie’s first day on
Earth was the day bombs
were dropped in the area by
Nazi Germany in World War
II. “I suppose it wasn’t the
politest introduction to life,” he
comments. He noted that other
than this, his youth was “quite
uneventful” apart from “strangely enough”
being sent off to a Jewish school by his
parents, despite not being Jewish himself.
After finishing school, Ernie studied
chemistry at university and gained a
doctorate while working in the general field
of medicinal chemistry.

Former chemist, lawyer and Whitianga Lions president, Ernie Pitchfork, with his wife,
Linda Stratford, at their mailbox - the first piece of carpentry Ernie has ever made.
During his time as a junior research fellow
at the United Kingdom Royal Free Hospital
School of Medicine, Ernie was studying
the molecules that can be found in the antimalarial drug, Paludrine, a much needed
drug for the troops who fought in the Far
East during World War II. In his research,

he discovered that the reaction caused
by the drug in the body could be used to
form a wide variety of similar compounds.
“It was a strange phenomenon when I had to
take Paludrine when I was visiting Sri Lanka
many years ago,” he said. “I took some pride
in knowing that it was stopping me from

What’s happening in the night sky?
Tuesday, 24 May to Wednesday, 1 June: Once again the line-up of four bright planets continues to provide a lovely spectacle for early risers in the east.
Saturn is slightly yellowish and almost overhead just before dawn with a gap before the remaining three sitting below it. Slightly reddish Mars is next, very
closely followed by bright Jupiter and then brilliant Venus lower on the eastern horizon. Mars can be seen moving ever closer to Jupiter each morning
and will pass it on 31 May. The Moon can act as our guide to them all this week and the fact that planets generally do not twinkle as much as stars can
help us to pick them out from the background stars. Tuesday, 24 May: The Moon now lies about halfway between Saturn above and Mars and bright
Jupiter below, and very close together with brilliant Venus much lower down. A very low International Space Station pass occurs from 5:21am in the SE
as it pops out of the Earth’s shadow. Thursday, 26 May: The Moon has moved to be halfway between close planets Jupiter and Mars and brilliant Venus
on the horizon at dawn. Saturday, 28 May: Brilliant Venus lies just above a thin crescent Moon near the horizon at dawn. Monday, 30 May: Jupiter and
Mars are almost touching at dawn although fainter Mars can be a little hard to spot in Venus’ glare. Tuesday, 31 May: Mars has now just passed Jupiter
in the dawn sky.

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides

contracting malaria by causing
the ‘Pitchfork Reaction’ in my
body.”
After earning his doctorate,
Ernie continued his love affair
with chemistry as a lecturer in
Liverpool. “This was when the
Beatles and Freddie and the
Dreamers were at the heights
of their fame, although I must
admit I was never really into
them like everyone else at the
time,” he says. “It’s safe to say
I was a bit of a nerd.”
Due to the high unemployment
rate at the time, Ernie was
unfortunately made redundant,
hence him spending the next 10
years in the oil industry as a fuel
and lubricants specialist. “It was
a fascinating industry,” he says.
“I flew around the world and
always had an overnight bag
packed ready to go. In this time,
I also got married, had one son
and transferred companies.”
Working for his new
employer, Ernie faced a
problem that many come across
at least once in their lives.
“I didn’t like the people I was working for
and they didn’t like me,” he says. “Worst of
all I was bored.”
Being unsatisfied in his new job, Ernie
was motivated to study law, the career he is
best known for today. With a family that was
depending on him, he worked during the day

Night sky information
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343
www.stargazersbb.com

Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive
Whitianga
Tel 07 869 5990
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“A good idea at
the time”
and studied at night. He ended up not only
passing the bar exam, but being awarded top
marks in the whole of the UK and becoming
a barrister in 1978.
After spending some time practising as
a barrister, Ernie returned to the world of
academia where he flourished as a lecturer at
a private London law school. It was also the
time he began writing the 27 books he authored
to assist students studying towards the bar
exam. “Despite being recently divorced,
life was going really well,” he says. “I had
this incredible job with a short commuting
time and an apartment near Richmond Park.
Then I met this woman…”
“This woman” is Ernie’s wife, Linda
Stratford, who attended a party he was invited
to. At the party, it took Ernie a nanosecond
to correct the host who introduced Linda as
an Australian, immediately recognising her
Kiwi accent.
“All it took for Linda to fall madly in love
was for a Pom who could tell the difference
between an Australian and a New Zealand
accent,” laughs Ernie. “When I found out
we both like red wine, I naturally followed
her back to New Zealand. Life can get
complicated when you meet ‘the woman.’
Out of all of my careers, I abandoned the job
I loved the most to be with this woman. It
was the best thing I ever did, I only wish I did
it sooner.”
Initially establishing themselves in
Auckland, Ernie and Linda migrated to
Whitianga in 2014. “Funnily enough, the first
thing I did when I arrived was pick up a copy
of The Informer, which is where I discovered
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a ‘Movember’ event that was being held,”
says Ernie. “Being through a bout of prostate
cancer myself, I signed up. This introduced
me to a men’s coffee morning group which
mainly consisted of Whitianga Lions.”
After initially being resistant, thinking
it wouldn’t be his “thing”, Ernie became
a Lions member and a few years later was
asked to take on the role of president. “To be
elected as president of the Whitianga Lions
was one of the biggest honours I’ve had the
privilege of experiencing,” he says.
Through his membership of the Lions,
Ernie was involved in the setup of the trust
owning the Whitianga x-ray facility as
well as the establishment of the Whitianga
MenzShed. “If you’re a lawyer, you’ll know
you’ll never really retire,” he laughs.
Out of all of Ernie’s achievements,
he claims one of his proudest yet is the first
ever piece of carpentry he created with the
help of the MenzShed - the mailbox that stands
at the end of his and Linda’s driveway. He has
gone on to make several high quality pieces of
woodwork since, however hands on activities
were always out of his comfort zone. “It’s just
not something I was encouraged to do as a
kid,” he says. “So understandably, when I first
tried to make something at the MenzShed,
I didn’t know one end of a hammer from the
other, but I have improved massively since.
“Leaving the UK to move to New Zealand
was a good idea at the time. Joining the
Whitianga Lions was a good idea at the time.
Giving the MenzShed a go was another good
idea at the time. And they all still are.”
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Peninsula Past - 1872
Every now and again, Informer contributor,
Meghan Hawkes, delves into past
newspapers to discover who and what
made the headlines in Mercury Bay and
around the Coromandel Peninsula in earlier
years. Here are some snippets of history
from 1872.
Mr Rigg of Mercury Bay received a frightful
blow to the side of his head, given to him
by a youngster they called the Shaver.
The Shaver was meddling with some
timber he had no business to touch when
Rigg told him to stop. The Shaver got hold
of a sawdust scraper and with it knocked
Rigg senseless. Rigg remained in a torpor
for several hours before slowly recovering.
A few weeks previously, the Shaver had
amused himself by smashing a bottle over
a man’s head and pelting another man with
bits of broken bricks. When asked why
he hit Rigg, he said coolly, “It was only
a lark.” A good whipping, it was thought,
would do the young larrikin some good.
The news that alluvial gold had been
discovered between Mercury Bay and
Whangamatā was met with scathing
disbelief. Miners were advised to take
no notice of the report. If they did not
heed this caution, they must be prepared
to encounter a rough country where few
stores existed, no work was to be found
and they would need plenty of money in
their pockets to pay expenses. Several men
had prospected there with praiseworthy
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perseverance for three years, but they had
found nothing payable. It took a good
deal of pluck, patience and hard work to
find gold in a new district. Some people,
as soon as they got a few grains of gold,
fell into a state of excitement and thinking
their fortunes were made, ran off to the
superintendent with the news that they
had discovered a goldfield, causing a rush
which ended in smoke.
A new schooner launched at Mercury
Bay, built to the order of Messrs Meikle
and Gilmour, was a very smart looking
craft with promise as an excellent sea boat
as well as a fast sailer. Over 200 people
assembled for the launch and when the
word was given to wedge up and loosen
the dogs, the men went to work with hearty
goodwill and she soon glided with majestic
grace into the water amidst the cheers of
those assembled. The breaking of the bottle
of champagne over her prow and naming
her the Edie Meikle was performed by
Miss Brown. After the launch, Mr Meikle
entertained the builders and several of his
personal friends to a sumptuous roast at his
own residence. The following day a ball
was given in honour of the occasion by
Mr Meikle, at which almost all the settlers
in the district were present. Dancing was
kept up with great spirit and the general
consensus was that this had been one of the
most sociable and pleasant gatherings that
had ever taken place in the Bay.

Queen’s Birthday Art Expo to
benefit swimming pool trust
The Whitianga Lions Club will be holding their second Queen’s Birthday Weekend Art Expo from Friday
3 to Monday, 6 June in the Whitianga Town Hall. Five hundred pieces of art created by more than 60
local artists - including paintings and drawings, sculptures, pottery, photography, mixed media, weaving,
quilting, wooden art, glass art, and screen and canvas prints - will be for sale.
The expo will open on 3 June at 5:30pm with a free glass of wine or juice on arrival and some tasty nibbles.
On 4 and 5 June, the public will be able to view and purchase the art on display from 10:00am to 4:00pm.
The last opportunity to purchase something special will be on 6 June from 10:00am to 1:00pm. Raffle
tickets will be available throughout the expo with “a secret option” to win some “special” items.
Funds raised through the expo, in
the form of a commission on all
sales paid to the Whitianga Lions,
will be donated to the Mercury Bay
Community Swimming Pool Trust.
The trust is raising funds for a water
heating system that will allow yearround access to the community pool at
Mercury Bay Area School.”
“I am delighted that we can support
local artists by providing them with
an opportunity make extra sales, as
well as supporting the Mercury Bay
Community Swimming Pool Trust,”
says Whitianga Lions member, Ian
Robbie. “I would like to acknowledge
and thank Ockham Residential,
Whitianga Waterways, Richardson
Real Estate, The Mercury Bay Informer,
Peninsula Roofing and Scaffolding, and
Tis the Season whose sponsorship and
support make it possible for us to hold
the expo.”
Ian says the expo will cater for all
tastes and budgets. “The price of the
art varies from below $20 to almost
$4,000,” he says. “There will be
something for everyone.”
Pictured is a painting from Emma
Gustafson, one of the artists who will
have artworks for sale at the expo.
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Thinking about thinking:
the Peter Principle
The third in a series of articles where Whitianga resident, Max Ross, is exploring
the way we think.
The Peter Principle is a principle in management that people rise within an
organisation to the level of their incompetence. The principle was discussed in a book
published in 1969 called “The Peter Principle” by Lawrence Peter and Raymond Hull.
The book was intended as satire, but has since been studied by many management gurus,
and even guides the hiring and promotion strategies of some organisations.
The principle states that, “In a hierarchy, every employee tends to rise to [their] level of
incompetence.” This leads to the Peter corollary, “In time, every post tends to be occupied by an
employee who is incompetent to carry out its duties.”
Imagine a new person within an organisation. They are good at their job, they get noticed and
they get promoted. As long as they are good at their new job, they get noticed again and get
promoted again. At some point, they move into a position for which they are not competent.
In this position they don’t get noticed and they don’t get promoted. They stay at their level of
incompetence. They have reached their Peter plateau.
This is not a new idea and like all laws, razors and principles, there are examples of it in
the past. In 1910, the spanish philosopher Jose Ortega y Gasset said, “All public employees
should be demoted to their immediately lower level, as they have been promoted until turning
incompetent.”
Over the years, the Peter Principle has been studied within organisations and it has been found
to hold up to scrutiny. “Promotions and the Peter Principle”, an article by by Benson, Li and Shue
in 2019 found, when looking at data from 114 different organisations, “evidence consistent with
the Peter Principle, which proposes that firms prioritise current job performance in promotion
decisions at the expense of other observable characteristics that better predict managerial
performance”. They observed this had a significant cost to the organisations.
The article explained that most people don’t know that they are at their level of incompetence,
but do suffer from medical and psychological manifestations of stress that comes from being
in a role that they cannot do well. The article also suggested that if you are aware of the Peter
Principle and are self-aware enough to know that you are still at your level of competence,
then you would perhaps be happiest if you didn’t accept that final promotion. You act
incompetent at your maximum level of competence.
To help combat the Peter Principle, some organisations have adopted an up or out system
where staff members who have not been promoted within a certain period of time are laid off.
Perhaps when you are dealing with someone within an organisation and you are getting
frustrated with them, it may help to remember that they are at their Peter plateau and to be
kind to them. They are out of their depth and they may not realise it.
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Food forum led by
prominent consultant
Eric Pateman one of the world’s most
prominent consultants and strategists on
culinary tourism led a Coromandel food
forum at Flaxmill Bay the week before last,
as part of a shared initiative between ThamesCoromandel District Council and Auckland
Council’s economic development arms.
The purpose of the workshop was to
bring together Coromandel food producers
and providers to improve collaboration
and networking between the local food,
hospitality and tourism sectors and to start
devising an action plan for food tourism
opportunities. “Auckland is one of our biggest
visitor markets, and part of the discussion at
the [forum] was about how we can balance
and manage what the Coromandel food and
hospitality sector has to offer with customer
expectations and satisfaction,” says Laurna
White, TCDC’s economic development and
communications group manager.
Eric’s work takes him around the world
to provide expert advice to the food sector
on how to improve and better promote local
markets. He also has a focus on seafood and

aquaculture, which is why his insights are
invaluable to the Peninsula.
Local and homegrown food is an important
part of the Coromandel economy, with
mussel farms, organic growers and artisan
producers among those helping to establish
the Peninsula as the pantry of artisan and
locally-grown food products
In the past, TCDC has hosted a stand at the
Auckland Food Show, where local producers
have been able to showcase their products to
a wider market and allowed them to connect
with restaurants and retail outlets from
around New Zealand. “With the impact of
Covid-19, our approach this year has been
to bring food tourism and industry experts
to the Coromandel to meet with the sector,”
says Mrs White.
Attending the forum were 309 Honey,
Castle Rock Fine Foods, Opito Bay Salt, Espy
Café, Gastronomics Restaurant in Thames,
representatives from the aquaculture industry
and the food nutrition unit of Mercury Bay
Area School.

Culinary tourism consultant, Eric Pateman, led a Coromandel food forum
at Flaxmill Bay the week before last.
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Stan’s Stuff
A column by Stan Stewart, who owns The Informer with his wife, Pauline
In Auckland, I rode the bus four or five times a week. Usually there were only a few passengers.
We observed social distancing and no one talked.
One Thursday morning was different. Two older men sitting on opposite sides of the aisle started
a conversation, the protesters at Parliament.
The man on my side boomed out, “I don’t believe that people should lose their jobs because they
are not vaccinated.”
“Right,” the woman across from me called out.
“People should be allowed to have their own opinions,” her partner interjected.
“Agreed,” the other older man boomed out. “But these people with tents and placards went too far.
I think they really wanted a riot and have an excuse to throw rocks at policemen.”
His companion replied, “It was fun for them.”
Then the one on my side had a question. “Do you think this conflict in Ukraine will lead to the third
world war?”
His friend on the opposite side replied, “If it does we will be the lucky ones - down here at the
bottom of the earth.”
Pause.
In my mind surviving at the bottom of the world while the rest of the planet was burning, was a
gloomy thought.
The friend boomed out again, “I know what will end all life on earth. It seems that these days we
all have fixed opinions and we think we’re right. And we won’t listen to others.”
The older man on the other side replied. “It’s like those protesters with placards. Everyone is
shouting at others saying, ‘I’m right and you’re wrong. Agree with me or I will throw rubbish
over you.’
The man who started the conversation said, “That is how the world will end. People, nations all
believing they are 100 percent right and the others are completely wrong. Leaders who believe this
will push the nuclear button.”
His friend replied, “Believing I am totally right and everyone else is totally wrong is very dangerous.”
“This is the way the world will end” the man on the opposite side replied.
There was no more conversation. A sombre mood had overtaken the bus.
At the terminus, the man who started the conversation paused and turned to all of us, “Have a nice
day” he said.
I felt gratitude toward him. He had said something nice.
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Board Talk

By the Mercury Bay Area School Board of Trustees
It was my privilege to spend a day with Te Ha o
Hei on Monday last week.
As you go up Robinson Road in Whitianga
at low tide, the main feature is the vast expanse
of grey sand and mud exposed by the receding
water. At first glance, the mudflats look
devoid of life, but first impressions can be so
misleading. The students spread out along the
mudflats, some standing around, some running
about and some kneeling down getting muddy.
What could they be up to?
Well, they were actually taking in part in
not one but two pieces of scientific research of
national importance. On paper, a grey Monday
morning with the odd burst of drizzle, and an
awful lot of mud, sand, water, cockles and
wedge shells (I’ve never heard of them before)
doesn’t sound like the makings of a great
day out.
The reality was, for me, an outstanding
example of the ways in which our kura engage
in educational experiences. Ms Shepherd and
Ms Campbell briefed us parents before we
headed down to the estuary with the class of
Year 7 and 8s to meet Bronwen, the coordinator
of the Hauraki Community Shellfish Monitoring
Project. Our school has been taking part in this
survey since 2008. The project looks at the
number and size of the most common intertidal
shellfish, cockles and wedge shells.
Bronwen had set up a series of transects
across the mudflats with flags marking stations
which are sampled each year. At each station,
the students worked in teams to sample a
quadrant, a square sieve taking the top 5cm of
the mudflats. The sand and mud were washed
out, leaving the cockles and wedge shells which
were then measured and counted, and recorded
on a data sheet.
You can see the see the results from previous
years on the Waikato Regional Council website
if you look up “Hauraki Gulf Community
Shellfish Monitoring”.

The second survey is the Marine Metre Squared
Project developed by the University of Otago’s
Marine Studies Centre. The project aims to
encourage communities to get involved in
long-term monitoring of the seashore to raise
awareness of biodiversity and changes in the
marine environment.
Now I know that we all have blind spots, but
I really didn’t know how little I knew about our
estuary. The Marine Metre Squared Project took
a square metre quadrant which was laid on the
mudflats and the students described the make-up
of the substrate - the proportion of sand, mud and
sediment. They then documented the burrows,
deposits and feeding marks. They counted and
identified the plants and live animals, and then
took core samples to determine the RPD level
(that is the “redox potential discontinuity” level
in case you were wondering, or how far down
the sand and mud are oxygenated). They then
counted the animal life in the core samples.
The learning was huge - looking in detail at
our environment, being able to distinguish a
stalk-eyed crab from a mud crab, a ghost shrimp
from a mantis shrimp and who knew that whelks
were such fearsome predators? Working in
teams, conducting relevant scientific research,
understanding statistics and sampling.
The students were fantastic, they were
engaged and interested, and good company.
If you get the opportunity to go on an expedition
with your children, it really is a privilege.
This work/learning is a typical example
of what our students are engaging in across
our school - primary middle and senior
years learners. A diverse/localised rich and
contexualised curriculum.
With thanks to Ms Shepherd and Ms
Campbell, and the class of Te Ha o Hei.
Dan Asquith
Mercury Bay Area School
Board of Trustees Chair
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“Milked” claims rejected
by DairyNZ
DairyNZ has stoutly rejected claims made by a Mercury Bay documentary maker about the state of
New Zealand’s dairy industry, saying she misrepresented farmers and promoted a vegan lifestyle in a
world without meat, cheese or dairy.
In a long interview with The Informer published last week, producer and director, Amy Taylor, said that
her documentary, “Milked”, was intended to support farmers’ transition away from dairy to plant-based
food production.
However, the documentary also claimed that dairy farming was cruel, was destroying the environment
and, in any event, would not exist in 10 to 15 years as there were already ways of producing “real milk”
without cows being involved in the process at all.
Last Saturday, Mercury Bay residents and visitors had the opportunity to see and hear for themselves
the criticisms being levelled at the dairy industry when Milked was shown at Whitianga’s Twin Cinemas.
A synopsis of the documentary said that it followed a young activist who “goes deep into dairy land where
he takes on the giants of New Zealand’s most powerful industry and reveals how the sacred cash-cow
industry has been milked dry”. It claimed his journey “exposes not only the sustainability crisis and the
dangerous denial of impending agricultural disruption, but also what New Zealand and other countries
can do to change their fate”.
Amy said that her husband’s family and her own were dairy farmers, and she knew other dairy
farmers personally. “What I hope to achieve with the film is positive change on every level - for people,
the environment and the animals,” she told The Informer.
The dairy industry did not see it quite like that. A statement from Vanessa Feaver, DairyNZ’s senior media
team manager, said, “New Zealand dairy farmers will feel misrepresented by [Milked]. It fails to reflect the
hard work they do every day to care for animals and the environment, and feed the world.
“This is a film that promotes a vegan lifestyle that doesn’t include milk, cheese or meat. Many Kiwis do
want to know the products they buy are safe, nutritious, sustainable and produced as ethically as possible
- and New Zealand dairy products tick all of those boxes.
“The sector is recognised globally as one of the best producers of dairy food and are committed to being
a sustainable source of natural, high quality protein product.
“Our farmers continue to make positive changes to reduce their environmental footprint and ensure
world-leading animal care.”
Pictured is a scene from Milked.

What’s that Number?
Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours .....................................................111
Police (Whitianga) ........................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua) ..............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town) ...........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers .................................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ................................................................................868 0200
Civil Defence ...............................................................................................868 0200
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ....................................................866 5911
Medical Centre (Tairua).................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained counsellor..............1737
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators ......................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services ...........................................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services .............................................................027 446 6921

ONLINE POLL FOR MAY 2022
Does New Zealand have a
cost of living crisis?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
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A $75,000 grant for the
arts on the Coromandel
A contribution by Creative Coromandel
The Coromandel Peninsula arts community
has received a significant boost with the
recent announcement of a $75,000 grant from
the Lottery Grants Board.
Creative Coromandel is an organisation
made up of local artists, volunteers and
supporters who are driving ThamesCoromandel District Council’s Arts Strategy.
“This grant represents the total amount that
we applied for,” says Len Salt, chair of the
organisation. “And it’s just the beginning.
A grant on this level doesn’t happen very
often, so it’s worth celebrating. It’s the result
of the hard work put in by our trustees,
in particular Jan Wright, who manages our
[procurement of funding]. It’s also a reflection
of the unusual times we’re living in, and
recognition of the value and the potential for
the arts on the Coromandel.”
The funds will be used to pursue a series
of specific strategies aimed at mapping
and promoting the arts on the Peninsula on
multiple levels. Engagement with iwi and
providing resources which recognise and
support their cultural and artistic contributions
are a significant part of the budgeted funding.
Work on the strategies is well underway,
with the first of a series of Peninsula-wide
events happening on Wednesday this week
(25 May) in Whitianga. A “Mix and Mingle”
will be held at The Monkey House Theatre
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm with live music from
Yvette Audain. “Artists and audiences are
invited to join us to meet the team and share
our vision for the arts on the Coromandel”,
says Len.
Len says that they are actively seeking
people from all parts of the Peninsula who
want to help drive the direction of Creative
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Coromandel. “Our pARTner Up programme,
guided by well-known Papa Aroha artist,
John Eaglen, is just finishing its current stage
and will feature an online exhibition with the
help of Kūaotunu photographer, Ian Preece,”
he says. “This has been a great success in
partnering artists as mentors with young,
talented people. The mentors provide support,
technical expertise and guidance to what we
hope will be the artists of the future.
“We know, based on the latest Infometrics
data, that the arts and recreation sector already
contributes more than $23 million annually to
the Coromandel economy. It has grown year
on year even through the pandemic and that
means jobs for local people. If you combine
arts and recreation with information, media
and telecoms, another growth industry, you
have the potential for these two industries to
be significant long-term economic drivers for
our economic wellbeing.”
The wellbeing of people and communities is
one of the greatest by-products of participation
in the arts. The arts connect people, allow
expression and open the mind to differences.
It is Creative Coromandel’s role to see the arts
thrive on the Peninsula, taking opportunities
for human fulfilment to more and more people.
Creative
Coromandel
involves
extraordinarily
strong
community
participation and collaboration. Gathering
together the arts leaders, arts organisations,
artists and arts audiences of each of the
five main communities in the rohe will
spark creative inspiration among likeminded people.
Anyone interested in attending the Mix and
Mingle on Wednesday should RSVP to Zoe
Clarke at info@creativecoromandel.co.nz.
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Tumbling into 21
Informer reporter, Francesca Dowling, is reliving
her recent 21st birthday celebration when she
jumped off the Sky Tower in Auckland.
Looking down 192m from the tallest
freestanding structure in the southern
hemisphere into the bleak grey sidewalks of
the city below. Splat! It would be that quick.
Travelling at 85km/h, there was no way anyone
would survive a malfunction of the Sky Tower’s
famous Sky Jump equipment.
Probably not the thoughts that should be
travelling through your brain on your 21st
birthday. It was Sunday, 15 May. I had lived
a good 21 years up to that point, but I was
standing at the edge of the tower with nothing
more than a harness to protect me against a
disastrous tragedy.
I noticed my ant-sized family, specs in the
distance. They were looking up from the landing
deck, waiting in anticipation as I garner the gall
to throw myself off the tower. I saw my sister,
Scarlett, in her matching orange jumpsuit,
a beacon of life. Recalling her saying that
the last thing she would ever do was bungee
jump, I naturally booked a Sky Jump ticket
for her too and made her jump first. What can
I say? I believe in self-preservation, I needed a
test dummy.
Too busy chuckling to myself at the darkhumoured prank I pulled on my sister, I only
noticed that the the bubbly babble of the Sky
Jump operator ceased when the crane holding
my harness began lifting me up against my will.
I was now completely out of control as only my
toes were able to scrape the surface beneath
me. This was not what I had signed up for!
I thought I was supposed to be jumping out
of my own free will, not mechanically being
lifted and dumped off the edge. My once calm,
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laid back demeanour vanished as sheer panic
took over all rational and reasonable thought.
“Please grab the two rungs, Miss,”
the operator instructed. “Don’t have to tell me
twice,” I thought as I eyed the hard surface
of the city below me, gripping the rungs until
the whites of my knuckles showed. I heard the
click and buzz of the operator’s walkie-talkie
as he alerted the staff member on the ground,
“Birthday girl coming in,” he said. Crackle.
“Roger that,” came the reply.
There was a tap on my shoulder. It was time.
“I’m gonna count to three birthday girl (I think
he forgot my name) and when I say jump,
you jump okay,” the instructor said. I said
nothing while looking out at the grey sky,
refusing to look down anymore.
“One, two, three, goooo,” I heard. I didn’t go.
Despite the machine dragging me off the side,
my fists were still balled around the handlebars
attached to the structure, frozen in place and
unable to let go. I turned my head to look at
the operator apologetically. He looked bored,
completely desensitised to the sight of people
flinging themselves off buildings, it’s clearly an
everyday occurrence for him.
The operator gave me a quick shove
and gravity violently became a reality as
I plummeted downwards, hearing a shrill
scream in the distance.
Temporarily blinded by a concoction of the
sharp icy wind and stray hair crossing my face,
I finally opened my eyes and I was already on
the soft, squishy landing mat at the bottom of
the jump, surrounded by my laughing family,
their phones all pointing my way.
The first words I heard were from Scarlett.
“Let's do something scarier next time,”
she said. “Yeah right,” I couldn’t help to think.

Informer reporter, Francesca Dowling, with a Sky Jump operator on
top of the Auckland Sky Tower.
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Ask Andy
Introducing Andy, our new contributor
who will answer your queries about
anything in everyday language that you
can understand. When asked, Andy will
answer every question that is sent to
info@theinformer.co.nz with “Attention
Andy” in the subject line. Questions are
welcome from all Informer readers.
Today, Andy is answering the question,
“What is an NFT and do I need to know
about them?”
This article attempts to explain NFTs in
simple terms to readers of The Informer.
It is not intended to provide financial
advice on whether you should invest in
NFTs. Investment decisions should be
taken after discussions with a specialist
financial adviser, your accountant and
your bank.
NFT stands for “Non Fungible Tokens”.
The term is used to describe an asset
that you may wish to purchase, but it
only exists in the digital world. The best
analogy to help understand NFTs is the
art market, but the analogy works equally
well with music, games or videos.
The art market exists because there is a
general acceptance that certain paintings
or sculptures, or a work by a certain
artist, is valued highly by others and can
therefore be sold for a specific value.
It is best described as a confidence
market, where we accept the judgement
of art “experts” or art collectors that
works of art have specific values. There
are factors that determine those values,
eg scarcity (especially for paintings by
artists who are now dead or who lived
centuries ago), reputation (a very simple
sketch by Picasso will command a huge
price, even if it is only a picture made
from three lines) or fashion (eg sketches
by street artist, Banksy).
Anyone who has an artwork that is
judged by the market to have significant
value may feel comfortable purchasing
that asset as it is likely to retain its value
into the future. It may even appreciate in
value, which means you might be able
to sell it for a profit over what you paid
for it.
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NFTs are the digital equivalent of these
products, whether it is a painting, a song,
a videogame or a video of a particular
performance.
In order to have some “collectable”
status, the NFT will usually have a
creative element from a famous person
such as a fashion designer, an actor,
a musician or… a rugby player. This
association with a famous name is what
gives NFT’s their unique value. People
will pay money to buy this digital asset
created by a famous person in the hope
that if they ever decide to sell it, another
person will place the same or a greater
value on it.
NFTs are created using a recently
developed technology called Blockchain
which gives them a unique footprint
and means no one else can duplicate or
access them.
Usually an NFT will be stored in a
digital vault and you as the owner are
the only one who has access. You might
ask what is the value of having an NFT
in a place where only you and no-one
else can see it? It’s the same as having a
Rembrandt in your home and not inviting
anyone to look at it. You can invite people
to come in and see it, just as you can share
your NFT with them digitally - but they
cannot copy it, only you can as the owner.
You may also have read that the NFT
market is rapidly declining. It is not
unusual for technology products to have
big “hype cycles” where values go up
very quickly and go down at the same
speed. Remember the “Dotcom bubble”
of the late 1990s, where IT stocks were
highly popular and then they crashed?
Yet here we are over 20 years later,
all using Google, Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, YouTube, Microsoft and Apple the list goes on - and technology is now
totally integrated into our lives.
As a digital asset, NFTs are normally
bought using cryptocurrency, which is a
whole different issue. If you really want
to challenge me, ask about that one.
Enjoy your day,
Andy
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What’s On In the next few weeks
Please note, all activities and events are dependent on Covid-19 restrictions and may be
cancelled on short notice
Regular Activities/Events
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours: Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm,
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm - 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry.
Visitors welcome.
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Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon. At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel
truck stop. All welcome.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
SPECIAL Events
Creative Coromandel Mix and Mingle
Wednesday, 25 May from 6:00pm - 8:00pm at The Monkey House Theatre, Coghill Street, Whitianga. An evening to
get to know the creative community of Whitianga. RSVP to info@ctreativecoromandel.co.nz.
Mental Health First Aid Courses
Tairua: Thursday, 26 May and Coromandel Town: Friday, 27 May.
Gain the skills and knowledge to strengthen your own mental wellbeing and to recognise and respond to mental
distress in others. Email hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz for more information and to book.
Thames Valley Rugby - Saturday, 28 May (kick-off times are subject to change)
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Paeroa. Away game in Paeroa. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B v Ngatea. Away game in Ngatea. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Whangamatā. Away game in Whangamatā. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Area School First XV v Paeroa College. Away game in Paeroa. Kick-off at 11:15am.
Grey Power Mercury Bay Luncheon
Thursday 2 June at the Mercury Bay Club. Cook Drive, Whitianga. Following the society’s AGM at 11:15am.
Phone Merle Edwards on (07) 867 1737 for more information.
Whitianga Town Garage Sale - LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER
Queen’s Birthday Weekend, Saturday 4 - Monday, 6 June. Register your garage sale at The Informer office,
Monk Street, Whitianga. $15 to register, all proceeds to go to a Mercury Bay charity.
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Crossword
© Lovatts Puzzles

Crossword Puzzle 1003
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket from New World Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/
photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

ACROSS

1. Forward
5. Cry, shed a ...
7. Become liable for
8. Any
9. Eye part
10. Of the kidneys
11. Imprudent
13. Bread block
14. More effortless
18. Evaded
21. Political takeover
22. Indistinct speech
24. Sad poem
25. Carnival
26. Over-gratify
27. Large Asian nation
28. Nocturnal insect
29. Sailing boats

DOWN

1. Cloud (view)
2. Sports stadium
3. Daily journal
4. Glanced through
5. Warbled
6. Shake
12. Caviar
15. Guacamole ingredient
16. Impugn reputation of
17. Daydream
19. Egg cells
20. Weight watchers
22. Secondary route
23. Elementary

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Claire Hyder
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Peter Grant - putting away his whistle
after 40 years of rugby refereeing
By Stephan Bosman

At the age of 77, Whitianga rugby referee, Peter Grant, thinks the
time has come for him to put away his whistle.
For the past 40 years Peter - who played senior representative
rugby back in the 1969 and 1970 seasons - had been involved
in refereeing games at Lyon Park, the home of the Mercury Bay
Rugby Club (MBRC), as well as controlling First XV games at
Mercury Bay Area School. “We all get older and I felt that at my
age, the time was ripe to hand over to a younger generation,”
he said.
In all his time refereeing, Peter only ever sent off one player and
had another ejected from the park, although he has a tale or two
to tell about some of the games, especially the fearsome rivalry
between the MBRC and Coromandel Town.
Peter moved to Whitianga from Auckland with his wife, Betty,
and children, Scott and Kim, in 1982 to take up the post of caretaker
and groundsman at MBAS. “At that time there were no referees on
this side of the Coromandel Peninsula in the Thames Valley area,
so I took up refereeing for games at the school and at Lyon Park,”
he said.
It was fairly full on, especially with commitments to a number of
other sports, including netball and tennis, but Peter later persuaded
policemen Don Bates and Mike Skeen to take up refereeing also to
relieve some of the pressure. Then 20 years ago, he had a double
hip replacement, so he became an assistant referee, which required
a little less running about, helping the referee in his decisions from
the sideline.
In the early years, Peter was responsible for marking out the
rugby, hockey and football fields at MBAS, and did the same at
Lyon Park. “I think I can safely say I know every blade of grass on
those pitches,” he said with a laugh.
Recently, the MBRC honoured Peter’s service to the club and
to the wider game by presenting him with one of the club’s shirts.
(Continued on page 21)
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Peter Grant at the game between the Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A rugby team and Hauraki North
at Lyon Park in Whitianga on Saturday last week.
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Sudoku
Sudoku Puzzle 1003

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail,
or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street,
Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner
must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be redeemed if
allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once.

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Maureen Douglas

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)

“Erangi te iti i te kore rawa!” - “Better to be poor than to have nothing!”
The equivalent of “Be thankful for small mercies!”

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at our new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page.
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Fishing Report

Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel (07) 867 1280
The pesky easterly winds have recently
been causing a few headaches for local
anglers wanting to go out wider into the
kingfish grounds. So it has been a case of
making the most of the weather windows
and gaps.
Live baits are plentiful in the Bay, which
means the kingfish are there.
Remember to fish sustainably. The legal
limit of kingfish is three per person per
day. Personally, I find this excessive. We
have self-imposed a boat limit of one per
person per day. We find that 95 percent
of our customers are happy with this.
Yes, we have turned people away who
don’t want to adhere to our boat rules.
With regards to setting your live baits,
we tend to hook the baits through the snout
more often than not, especially if you are
drifting quickly or trolling. For calmer or
deeper drops, we hook through the back.
We tend to use 1.5m of flouro-carbon
trace, 10/0 circle hooks and 8 - 10oz
ball sinkers.
We also use multicolored braid to get
the live baits to the correct depths (via the
sounder).
When you are set, it’s important not to
strike. Let the circle hooks do their job.
Allow the kingfish to run before applying
drag. Once drag is applied, get the fish
onboard as soon as you can. Remember,
if you stop winding to take a break, you are
also giving the fish a break. The fish will
come in a lot easier if its head is towards
the boat and not taking off in the other
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direction. Getting the fish in quickly also
reduces the risk of getting sharked (the tax
man is often never far away).
One you get the fish alongside, it’s good
to have a second set of hands to handle
it. Get used to assessing the size of the
fish (kingfish has to be over 75cm). If in
doubt, don’t use a gaf. Ensure if you are
handling the fish or pulling it aboard,
that you have gloves on. Braid in particular
will cut through flesh like a hot cheese
cutter though butter. Kingfish don’t have
teeth that can damage you, so grabbing
them by the jaw or gills is okay, but don’t
forget there is a razor sharp 10/0 circle
hook in their gob. You don’t want this in
your hand.
Once on the deck, stand clear.
The fish will often thrash about, destroying
everything in its vicinity, and the big ones
have a bit of weight behind them (not to
mention the 10/0 hooks in their mouths).
Using a baton to stun the fish with a
sharp blow to the top of the head often
stops them thrashing. At the top of the
head there is a “soft spot”, this is where
you can “iki “the fish.
For best results, get the fish into an ice
slurry straight away, gutted or not.
Remember to always keep an eye on the
weather and water conditions. If in doubt,
don’t go out.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz

Peter Grant - putting
away his whistle
(Continued from page 19)
In addition to his refereeing duties, Peter
also coached the MBAS senior netball team
in the Thames Valley competitions that his
daughter, Kim, participated in and managed
the Thames Valley secondary school rugby
team that his son, Scott, played in.
“Between refereeing, netball and managing,
it was pretty full-on and Betty and I had some
pretty busy weekends, especially over the
winter period,” Peter said.
While rugby is obviously a very physical
game, Peter always tried to control it in a way
that allowed the play to flow freely without
too many stoppages. There were, however,
incidents that no official ever likes to have to
deal with.
“During all my years of refereeing,
I only ever once sent someone from the field,
but I also banned a spectator from a visiting
secondary school team who was throwing
abuse not only at me, but at the players of
the local team also, using some pretty bad
language,” Peter said. “There was a bit of a
kerfuffle, actually, and I would not restart the
game again until he went.
“That particular person was banned for
two years from every ground in the Thames
Valley.”
Refereeing games between fierce rivals
Coromandel Town and MBRC could also
be a bit of a challenge, although they always
ended with friendly handshakes and genuine
bonhomie. “The two clubs were very strong
rivals in the 1980s, for want of a better way
of putting it, and unfortunately in those
days there were no ropes on the sidelines
to keep the public back off the field,” Peter
said. “When I was reffing those games,
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the players used to get abusive and physical
with each other, but the spectators were worse.
They would come onto the field, interrupt the
play and push players out of the way as they
were running down the sideline.
“So it was quite physical both on and
off the field, but I would add the rider that
the spectators and players would always
have a feed and a few beers after the game,
and they were always jovial and the best
of mates.
“The rivalry is still there. The MBRC
played Coromandel Town recently and the
game was played in a very sporting manner.”
Peter said that when he first arrived in
Whitianga, he relied on his knowledge as
a former representative rugby player to
officiate the game. “I played for Auckland as
half-back, so I knew my rugby pretty well,”
he said.
Since those early years, Peter had kept up
with changes to the game through attending
seminars and training courses on how the
game evolved, and how any new rules had
to be applied. He said that the MBRC is
currently in a very healthy position, both
from the playing strength of the senior teams
and also from an administrative viewpoint.
“There’s a good crew running the club and
there is definitely a good vibe,” he said.
In addition to a life devoted to rugby,
Peter is also a life member of the Mercury
Bay Tennis Club and a life member of the
Coroglen Darts Club. “I have been involved
in a fair few sports over the years, so now
I am running out of clubs,” he said with
a laugh.
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Brain Teaser - Vaki Puzzle
© Lovatts Puzzles

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1003

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph
and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Vaki Puzzle Instructions
The puzzle is solved when there is a letter (A - D) and a number (1 - 4) in each cell and each letter
and each number appears once in each row and once in each column. Each pair occurs once and
only once in a solved puzzle (A1 is the same pair as 1A).

Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Word Search

Last week’s winner - Josephine Raynel
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“I want to contribute to
my community”
By Pauline Stewart

“I want to contribute to my community and this is a way I can do it,” says Alana Baker from
her office at Bayleys Real Estate in Whitianga.
Alana is the organiser of a ladies-only Pink Ribbon Champagne Breakfast to be held on 11
June at Salt Restaurant and Bar in Whitianga. Held all around New Zealand, the breakfast
events are fundraisers held in support of Breast Cancer Foundation NZ.
Alana has organised a great programme and a delicious menu with the intent of raising
funds, enabling stories to be shared and friendships to be formed. Local sponsors have rallied
behind her, donating goods to fill goodie bags for the guests and providing prizes for the five
raffles to be held. Local entertainer, Toya Fleetwood will be performing.
Almost all available tickets to the event have already been snapped up, but those who still
would like to support the cause can make a donation at pinkribbonbreakfast.co.nz/page/
pinkribbonevent2022whitianga.
Breast cancer awareness is more important than ever. Thanks mainly to the Covid-19
pandemic, there are currently more than 50,000 women who should have had checkups, but
have yet to do so. This year, more than 3,500 women will most likely be diagnosed with breast
cancer. The overall goal of Breast Cancer Foundation NZ’s Pink Ribbon fundraising initiative
is to raise the $2 million needed to support breast cancer sufferers every year.
Alana has also been working
with Whitianga Social Services,
organising donations of rain coasts
and gumboots for local children.
Last year, she arranged a pyjama
appeal that saw 130 pairs of brandnew pyjamas go to needy families
in Mercury Bay. So far this year,
Alana has received several crates
of new raincoats and gumboots at
Bayleys. There’s still time to donate
to this year’s appeal, which closes on
Tuesday, 31 May.
Pictured is Alana is with some of the
gumboots she has received so far.
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SeniorNet Update
It might be cold outside, but our SeniorNet
room is warm, so don’t let the cold deter
you from joining us. Come and share in
the progressive learning that enables us to
improve our ability to cope with the everincreasing technological world around us.
SeniorNet was founded to help us older
people adapt to using new technology.
Years are not a deterrent to learning.
Some of us remember manual gear cars,
that’s all there was. Remember the old
traffic indicators on the side of the car that
flipped up, went clunk and then clunk again
to switch off? Or worse still, hanging your
arm out of the car window in the rain?
Heaters, well you were lucky if they
helped on cold days. Then there were the full
beam headlights, operated by a foot-switch
next to the clutch. The heavy steering,
there was no power steering in those days.
That’s what we learned to drive on and look
how we have adapted. Today we mostly
drive automatic cars and soon more will be
electric, all controlled by computers.
It’s the same thing with all the new devices
we get exposed to and with SeniorNet’s
help, you can not only come to terms with
the new devices, but also appreciate how
they are making life easier. It’s so nice to
sit at home in the warm and send a letter
(email) using a laptop (the same keyboard
layout as a typewriter) and add a lovely
photograph. Not only does the email arrive
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at its destination almost instantly, there
are no postal costs. It’s fun to learn and it’s
quite true that you don’t know what you
don’t know.
Taking photographs with an iPhone/iPad
is so easy. Join us and learn how to make
any ordinary picture into a great one. Then
learn all the ways you can use the photos picture books, birthday and Christmas cards,
and cards for other occasions instead of just
stored in your cell phone. Also learn how to
collate your photos into folders.
Windows 11 is the latest Windows
upgrade and it has several new features,
so join us and learn how to use them. You will
be surprised at how much fun learning in a
SeniorNet group can be. If you are a little shy
at your lack of knowledge, book a one-on-one
session, just you and a tutor. When you are
more confident, join into a group session of
like-minded people (a maximum number of
six). Each term we try to arrange sessions that
members have expressed an interest in.
If you want more information or wish to join
SeniorNet. Please phone our administrator on
(021) 022 62504. Leave a message and phone
number and someone will call you back.

Page 23

Sport Results

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
MERCURY BAY GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 17 May
Results: 1 Lee Pudney, 2 Eddie Lyle, 3 Kelvin O’Leary.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Rae Lalande American
Mixed Foursomes - Wednesday, 18 May
Results: 1 Robyn Anderson and Micky Henderson,
2 Robyn Evans and Pete Maher, 3 Julie Rutledge and Carl
Mitchell.
Nine-hole Ladies BCA Contracting Tournament Thursday, 19 May 2022
Winners Division 1: Gross 1 Alison Goodlet (Mercury Bay),
2 Gaylene Imms (Mercury Bay), Net 1 Anne Hopkins (Mt
Maunganui), 2 Cheryl MacGalloway (Whangamatā).
Winners Division 2: Gross 1 Judy Hindrup (Mercury Bay),
2 Kaye Donnelly (Cambridge), Net 1 Jean Hancock
(Mercury Bay), 2 Noelene Boardman (Mercury Bay).
Stableford Division1: 1 Chris Cotter (Whangamatā), 2 Julie
Rutledge (Mercury Bay), Stableford Division 2: Jan Stanley

(Tairua), 2 Felicity Sanders, Nearest the Pin (Division 1):
Carolyn Osbourne (Walton), Nearest the Pin (Division 2):
Kaye Donnelly (Cambridge), Longest Drive (Division 1):
Gaylene Imms (Mercury Bay), Longest Drive (Division 2):
Colleen de Villiers.
Men’s Scramble Net - Saturday, 21 May
Results: 1 Pete Maher 68, 2 Graeme Butler 70, 3 Richard
Schofield 73.
Best Gross Equal: Pete Maher and Noble Mita 79, Longest
Drive (Division 1): Dominic Szparagowski, Longest Drive
(Division 2): Rohit Ranchhod, Nearest the Pin (Division 1):
Richard Schofield, Nearest the Pin (Division 2): Stuart King.
PURANGI GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford Minus Putts Tuesday, 17 May
Results: 1 Meryll Hawke, 2 John Hughes, 3 Wayne
Morrison.

Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford Three Secret
Holes - Thursday, 19 May
Results: 1 Jim Brown, 2 Richard Duckworth, 3 Equal
Meryll Hawke and Neil Robertson.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford Saturday, 21 May
Results: 1 Bob Walker 36, 2 Equal John Hamilton, Jeff
Bright and Grant Webster 31.
4BBB: Bob Walker and Jeff Bright 42, Nearest the Pin: Jeff
Bright, Best Gross: Bob Walker 85.
THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Nine-hole Men Stableford - Monday, 16 May
Results: 1 Peter Mathias 19, 2 Equal Noel Rogers and Ray
Green 18.
Eighteen-hole Men Stableford - Wednesday, 18 May
Results: 1 Ross Alexander 42, 2 Glen LeLievre 42, 3 Geoff
Atmore 39.
Twos: Glen LeLievre, Mike Friis and David Ellis, Nearest the

Photo left: Some of the winners of the Mercury Bay Golf Club’s nine-hole ladies BCA Contracting tournament that was played on Thursday last
week. From the left: Alison Goodlet, Anne Hopkins, Chris Cotter, Melissa Gerrard (BCA Contracting), Judy Hindrup, Jean Hancock
and Jan Stanley. Photo right: Robyn Anderson and Micky Henderson, winners of the Mercury Bay Golf Club’s Rae Lalande American
Mixed Foursomes tournament that was played on Wednesday last week.
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Pin (#18): Mike Friis.
Nine-hole Men Russian Roulette - Thursday, 21 May
The competition was won by Graham Kemp and Steve
Airey with 39 points. Graham Kemp scored a two on the
18th hole to take the accumulated jackpot.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford Monthly
Meat Pack - Friday, 20 May
Results: 1 Tony Nicholson 40, 2 Elizabeth Philip 36, 3 Kevin
Adlam 36.
Twos: Jo Dartnall and Stu Arnold, Nearest the Pin (#18):
Barry Bowen.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford Saturday, 21 May
Results: 1 Dennis Ford 37, 2 Robin Fleming 36, 3 Allan
Trow (Coromandel Town) 35.
Twos: Allan Trow, Nearest the Pin (#18): Allan Trow.
MERCURY BAY JUNIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 21 May
Year 3: The team played Hauraki Plains in Ngatea. It was a
great game which everyone enjoyed.
Player of the Day: Zac Corkill, Tackler of the Day: Maverick
Yeomans, Team Spirit: Jake Leddy. Special mention to
Toby Heemi-Salmon who was awarded the Players’ Player
from the opposing team.
Year 5 Black: The team played Waihi Red. Mercury Bay
came away with the win, but it was a great battle.
Try Scorers: Alex McLean, Niko Varga, Israel Matson,
Kaianu Boyd-Lewis, Charlie Bay and Ryder Goodall, Player
of the Day: Charlie Bay, Tackler of the Day: Ryder Goodall.
Year 7: The team faced Waihi at Lyon Park in Whitianga.
A strong forward effort led by Liam Clothier was backed
up by Leo Ramage’s defensive tackling. The backs ran
with grit, making the most of long periods of possession.
A great overall display showing a hunger to play for each
other and as a team.
Year 8 Black: The team hosted Thames. Mercury Bay
came out firing, scoring four tries in the first 20 minutes.
Thames were able to get over the line once in the first half,
but Mercury Bay came straight back with one more try
before the halftime break.
The start of the second half was closely matched and
Thames were able to get a couple of good tries before
Mercury Bay ran away with the game.

(Continued on page 27)
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Classifieds and Public Notices
SITUATIONS VACANT

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula
OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.
APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS
• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently
being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.
At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.
OPC operates a WorkWell programme
where your wellbeing matters.
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with
any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Matarangi
Boat & Fishing Club AGM

Sunday 5th June, 4:00pm
Matarangi Fire Station
All welcome.

Part-time worker required
H&M PASCOE BOAT BUILDERS LTD
Part-time worker required to help our
team with boat maintenance at H&M
Pascoe Boat Builders Ltd, Whitianga.
Estimated 30 - 35 hours most weeks.
Waterblasting, sanding, masking,
washing, grinding and assisting the
tradesmen as required. Training given.
Must have a good work ethic, integrity
and the ability to work both alone and/
or alongside a team member.
Phone Phyll on (07) 866 5866 or email
info@hmpascoe.co.nz.

WHITIANGA SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB INC
NOTICE OF THE 36TH
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Monday, 30 May 2022
at the Whitianga Town Hall at 12.00pm,
followed by a finger food lunch.
Signed
N Chaney, Secretary

THANK YOU
On behalf of the Mercury Bay
Cancer Support Trust and volunteers,
thank you Stephan and Petra Bosman for
all your generous support over your years
of ownership of The Informer.
The positive differences you’ve enabled our
trust to make to the lives of cancer patients
and their families is immeasurable.
We wish you both and your family all the best
for the future - and warmly welcome new
Informer owners, Pauline and Stan Stewart,
to our community.
Jody Bower - Trust Chair
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Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.
Ph: 0800 944 660
STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
Container It Self Storage, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

CHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times
please visit our website
23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

HOLISTIC HEALTH
INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS
SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT
VERNA (027) 320 0079
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com
for sale

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.
Phone (07) 866 3026
or text (027) 866 3026

WORK WANTED

ALL HOUSE AND PROPERTY
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040

Rubbish Removal
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

FIREWOOD
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered
Phone 027 594 2155
GUM FIREWOOD
$160/cube
Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

All welcome
Whitianga SDA Fellowship
First Saturday of the month 10:00am,
at the Town Hall.
Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069
Community Representative
Jan 027 248 2984

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presbyterian/Methodist Church
Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.
Come join us.
Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Shed stored $130/m3
Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu,
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033
or (07) 867 1361

THE BESS HANDZ
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS
Alterations, repairs, zip
and hem service.
Phone 866 5277.

coromandel
garage doors

For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188
Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz

DAVE’S
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying,
Public & Private,
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.
Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

FIREWOOD for sale
Dry pine, shed stored.
$120/cube, free delivery.
Phone Rob 027 247 7410

WANTED

WORK WANTED
HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash,
fences, driveway, patios soft-wash for best moss and
lichen clean and treatment,
exterior window cleaning or
general waterblasting,
100m hose so access
no problem.
Cover the whole Peninsula
Phone 0800 747 787
or Andy direct
027 313 4386

Vehicles
wanted

CHIMNEY SWEEP
From Tairua to Colville.
30 years servicing all areas.
Fully vaccinated.
Phone Chris 021 082 47928

Top cash paid for any
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,
4X4s, CARS dead or alive, damaged,
de-registered,
mechanical problem,
no WOF - we buy it.
Call 0800 333 398
WINDOW CLEANING

(021) 781 081
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MIKE’S MOWING
$25 empty sections,
fortnightly or monthly mowing.
Free edge spraying.
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678
or 027 320 1703.
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Sport Results

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
(Continued from page 24)
Try Scorers: August Popadich (2), Shaun Joshua, Kyle
Shaw (2), Taj Lorimer, Zinny Mataiti, Kelton Wirihana
Tawake, Mackenzie Boyd and Mathis Reece, Conversions:
Kyson Mansell (1) and Noah Candelaria (2), Players of the
Day: Kelton Wirihana Tawake and Mackenzie Boyd, Player
of the Day Picked by Thames: Shaun Joshua.
MERCURY BAY AREA SCHOOL RUGBY
Thursday, 19 May
Youth Grade 54 v Te Aroha 5.
Saturday, 21 May
First XV 21 v Waihi 12.
MERCURY BAY SENIOR RUGBY
Saturday, 21 May
Senior A Marlins 47 v Hauraki North 11.
Senior B Marlins 17 v Waihou 7.
MERCURY BAY CLUB
Snooker - Wednesday, 18 May
Best of three frames.
A big field of 15 players, with four achieving two straight
wins to challenge the finals. In the first semi-final, it was
Bob Haase against Ian Baumgren with Ian taking the win.
The next semifinal was between Brian Codyre and Forrest
Littlejohn with Brian progressing to the final. In the final
frame, Ian was on form and took the win and the $25
grocery voucher. Brian Codyre (runner-up) finished the day
with three wins. Two wins for Bob Haase, Forrest Littlejohn,
Doug Pascoe, Wayne Bellingham and Dave Colman.
Highest Break: Brian Codyre 22
Snooker - Saturday, 21 May
Best of three frames.
Nine players. Only Peter Schultz and Doug Pascoe
progressed to the final with two straight wins each.
Reigning club champion, Peter, was too good for Doug and
took home the $25 grocery voucher. Those with two wins
were Doug Pascoe (runner-up), Wayne Malcolm and Phil
Jones. No high break recorded.
Eight Ball - Sunday, 22 May
Best of seven frames.
Kelvin Conaghan and Doug Pascoe tied with seven wins
each and played an eighth frame shoot-out. Kevin took
the win and a meat pack. Doug, as runner up, also won a
meat pack. Isabelle Catton got the wooden spoon prize of
a chocolate bar, but she will show them next time.
MERCURY BAY JUNIOR FOOTBALL
Saturday, 21 May
10th Grade: Paeroa had lots of sick kids, so they defaulted
the game. Fortunately, we have a big enough squad, so
we were able to play a cracking game among ourselves.
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Both sides played really well with excellent passing and a
real focus on teamwork. Players of the Day: Blake and Isis.
Junior Mixed: The team travelled to Cambridge to play
a Cambridge High School Junior Boys team. Our team
only had 11 players, so everyone had to play the full 70
minutes while the opposition had four subs that they
continually rotated to try to remain fresh. At halftime, we
were down 2 - 1 with Ben Collins our scorer.
Our team was tiring in the second half, but remained
focused on the systems coach Shane Comber has been
drilling into them. Harry Williscroft levelled the scores
halfway through the second half, before scoring the
winner with one minute remaining on the clock to put the
final score at 3 - 2.
It was a sensational finish to the game and made the fivehour round trip much more enjoyable for all. The whole
team should be extremely proud of the way they played
and the commitment they showed for the entire game.
MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
Championship Pairs Round 3 - Wednesday, 18 May
North/South: 1 Robyn Hogg and Giorgio Allemano 72.50,
2 Jenny Layton and Val Dwight 49.00, 3 Denise Knutson
and Tadek Gawor 47.50.
East/West: 1 Bob Schibli and Gavin Hedwig 62.50,
2 Augusta Canegallo and Angela Butterworth 55.00,
3 Vivenne Leigh and Johanna Bonnar 50.50.
Autumn 2 Competition Round 3 - Thursday 19 May
Results: 1 Kathy May-Low and Jan Page 62.50, 2 Equal
Rose Tegg and Geoff Jervis, and Amy Hyde and Hillary
Scott 58.00, 3 Judy Glucina and Julie Rutledge 56.25.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Autumn Pairs Week 2 - Tuesday, 17 May
North/South: 1 Johanna Bonnar and Robyn Hogg 54.83,
2 Val Dwight and Maggie Beattie 52.78, 3 Barry Scott and
Vivienne Leigh 46.53.
East/West: 1 Denise Knutson and Penelope Aston 59.72,
2 Jean Myles and Lee Hughes 50.00, 3 Ngaire O'Brien and
Ann Scott 47.92.

TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 16 May
North/South: 1 Lynn Kime and Christine Meinhold 58.75.
2 Tony White and Lynnette Flowers 57.54. 3 Nolene
Kirkpatrick and Celia Young 54.37.
East/West: 1 Jocelyn Taylor and Chris Death 62.70,
2 Sue Poland and Liz Young 59.92, 3 Lee Hughes and
Gillian Martin 54.37.
MERCURY BAY NETBALL
Wednesday, 18 May
Year 5/6: Shooting Stars 6 v Te Rerenga 5, Blue Stars 6 v
Whenuakite 3, Team 3 6 v Coromandel Champs 3.
Year 7/8: Team 2 14 v Scoops Troop Whenuakite 7,
Whiti All Stars 16 v Coromandel 5, Da Flames 14 v Tairua
Hikuai 13.
College: Coromandel Senior A 57 v Bumblebees 12, The
Stingrays 8 v All Stars 6, Team 6 8 v Team Blue 6.
Seniors: Know How Can’t Do 21 v Mid Courters 43, MB
Magic 38 v YTG 14, Fusion 37 v Win or Booze 24, The OGs
47 v Dynamos 27, Bullzup defaulted v MBAS Senior A.
MERCURY BAY BOWLING & SPORTS CLUB
Jack and Jill 2 x 4 x 2 Tournament - Sunday, 22 May
Short sharp showers a couple of times throughout the
day disrupted the sunny pleasant spells. Twelve pairs
competed in some very tight, evenly matched games with
a number of drawn matches. Three teams were unbeaten,
one with four wins, one with three wins and a draw and
one with two wins and two draws.
Results: 1 Jayne Skinner and Dale Tegg, 2 Lee McDonald
and Shane O’Hara.
Lucky Losers: Clive and Maisie Primrose.
MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday 19 May
Winners: Peter Rabarts and Lee Pudney.
Runners-up: Trevor Knight, Cheryl Henderson and Glynne
Jackson.
Good Sports: Alan Henderson, Merle Ward and Lionel
Lawrence.

Dale Tegg and Jayne Skinner, winners
of last Sunday’s Jack and Jill 2 x 4 x 2
tournament that was played at the
Mercury Bay Bowling Club.
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