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Stair climb coming
Sean, Karina, and Adam are in training to walk 1,103 steps which will be equivalent
to 51 flights of stairs, each carrying 25kg of self-contained breathing apparatus, plus
the weight of their coats and boots. They will do this in one go and it’s not up the Sky
Tower but in the centre of Whitianga. They will be joined by two others, Angela Rennie
and Ian Cox. Normally they would be off to the Sky Tower in Auckland on 20 August
2022, for the annual national stair climbing challenge raising money for Leukaemia &
Blood Cancer New Zealand. This team of five will still actually be doing the big climb
in Auckland, but they are doing the climb twice. On 31 July, this intrepid team from
Whitianga Fire Brigade is going to simulate this very Stair Climb Challenge right in the
centre of Whitianga township at the town plaza, Albert Street, close to the skate park.
The organiser and leader of this local challenge is Adam Collier (pictured right in the
photo) with two members of the five-person team; Karina Bergenshoeff (Adam’s partner,
centre) and Sean King, (pictured left and who has taken part in seven Firefighters Stair
Climb Challenges).
Adam says, “Each firefighter has to raise their own sponsorship, and we’ve had
wonderful support from our Fire Brigade members and family and friends, but we need
to raise local awareness and involve the people of the area we serve as firefighters, so
this is why we are doing the local challenge where our Mercury Bay residents can come
and encourage and support us.”
Sean King added, “I work for Peninsula Scaffolding, and Richard Vetter is making the
scaffolding available for the building of the stairs, just right for purpose.”

The local challenge is set for Sunday, 31 July 10:00am to 2:00pm
in the Whitianga Town Plaza. This is open to the public
and mussel fritters will be on sale to fundraise for blood cancer.
All of the Fire Brigade members are volunteers and Adam, who has a full-time
vocation with North Real Estate, says, “We feel it is an honour to be a firefighter and
train hard to be always ready for a call out. So this training is one part of the picture. The
other part is raising money for a very good cause.”
The challenge is to raise needed funds for all those kiwis who are diagnosed with
blood cancer or a related blood condition. It can affect anyone, at any age and any time
in life. The cancer journey is overwhelmingly difficult for patients and their families/
whānau, but all monies raised through the stair climbing challenge go toward Leukaemia
& Blood Cancer New Zealand's mission to care and the vision to cure. LBC provides
essential support for patients and their families, as well as funding research into blood
cancer and raising awareness and advocating for patients.
Adam added, “We are trained to do and be the best for our family but this extends to
other families.”
Adam comes from a long line of firemen. His father, Derek Collier, is Deputy Chief of
Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade, and his great grandfather was also a brigade member.
Every day, eight Kiwis are diagnosed with blood cancer or a related blood condition.
“We have already raised $6,000,” says Adam enthusiastically, but if we could reach
$10,000, then that will be a great local achievement. North Real Estate and my boss,
John Hunt, have personally supported Karina and me in this challenge. We put that
challenge out to others.”
Use the QR code at the right to access Adam's fundraising page.
Here is the link to the team page:
https://firefighterschallenge.org.nz/whitiangavolunteerfirebrigadeteam
Note: Karina trains not only with her 25kg breathing apparatus unit,
but carries a 10kg baby (her youngest) in a pack up front.

The organiser and leader of this local challenge is Adam Collier (pictured right)
and his team is Karina Bergenshoeff (Adam’s partner, centre) and Sean King, (pictured left
and who has taken part in seven Firefighters Stair Climb Challenges).
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Local identity leaves a legacy
Peter Nicholson 1935 – 2022
By John Pratt
Whitianga recently lost a local identity
whose work will be familiar, even to those
who don’t yet recognise his name.
Peter Nicholson is responsible for the
mural art in the Whitianga town plaza, on the
side and in the foyer of the Museum, and in
Soldiers Memorial Park. His work is equally
well known in Katikati, where his murals
adorn several buildings.
Like any child growing up amidst wartime
London, his earliest works featured Spitfires
shooting down enemy aircraft, with the
occasional exploding building, but at the
close of the war, Peter’s mother encouraged
his interest in art by taking him to galleries.
In 1949, Peter was enrolled at the Willesden
School of Art, and so began his career as
an artist. 1950 found him at St Martin’s
School of Art, London, while serving an
apprenticeship as a commercial artist. That
apprenticeship saw the budding artist sent off
to Selfridges to sketch the merchandise for
the upcoming advertising campaigns.
By 1960, Peter was a fully fledged,
freelance artist. In 1967, he emigrated to
Auckland, where he worked in an advertising
agency for a time and then became a partner
in an agency for 12 years, before relocating to
Whitianga with his wife Hildegard in 1990.
What was supposed to be his retirement was
actually the beginning of a whole new career.
From 1996, Peter took out almost every
award worth having in his field. He either won
overall first prize, or people’s choice awards
in no less than nine art competitions by 1999.
At the same time, he was commissioned
to paint a total of eleven public murals
in Katikati and Whitianga, the last one

Peter Nicholson in front of the mural of Whitianga 1890 situated in Soldiers Memorial Park
in Whitianga being the town plaza mural Peter would down tools, head off to his sky, sea, boats and bush of the Coromandel
depicting the 250th anniversary of Captain favourite bakery, and return, meat pie in in a variety of mediums.” Peter was made a
Cook’s visit to Mercury Bay, which he hand, ready to tell a story or two before Life Member of the Whitianga Art Group, and
completed in 2019.
settling into his work again. He was a when in 2022 the Art Group held their annual
In Whitianga, Peter became a stalwart of great story teller.
exhibition, Peter was the featured artist. As his
the Whitianga Art Group, where in addition to
In 2019 at Whitianga Art Centre, works were sold, he was busy replacing them
completing his own work, he ran workshops Peter mounted a retrospective exhibition with new works for the exhibition.
for members, which in turn helped attract spanning 70 years of his work, over more
Needless to say, those who met Peter, attended
new members to the group. Peter was never than 100 works in a mixture of water colour, his classes or followed his work, will feel a
too busy to help, or to discuss his work acrylics and prints. Margaret Gibson, particularly acute sense of his loss. However,
with others. While at the Arts Group, Peter friend and Secretary of the Whitianga Art Peter is someone of whom it can be said, he
achieved a kind of notoriety for his passion Group, says, “Peter relished the challenge well and truly “left his mark” on the Whitianga
for meat pies. Normally at about 11:50am, of portraying all the beauty and blend of community. RIP.
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Gioseppo Hebie
www.mainlycasual.com
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50 OFF

Shoes & Accessories

$50 OFF

Anything in our winter
range that is $199 and over

*Selected stock

Whitianga 07 866 4465
Whangamata 07 865 8088

Whitianga 36 Albert St 07 866 4243
Whangamata 636 Port Rd 07 865 9697
Thames 570 Pollen St 07 868 6253
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What’s happening in the night sky?
Tuesday, 26 July to Wednesday, 3 August: Jupiter and Saturn are now clearly visible in the late evening sky. Jupiter is by far the brighter planet
but is much lower down in the sky while Saturn is slightly yellowish. Planets can usually be distinguished from stars as they don’t twinkle like
stars except when they are right on the horizon. The brightest planet, Venus, does not rise until about 7:00am now as it is getting ever closer
to the Sun with reddish Mars above it. Mars is steadily getting closer to us, so is now brighter than Saturn. Unfortunately there are predicted
to be no International Space Station (ISS) passes this week. However, as usual, this can change if the ISS must move its orbit slightly higher
or lower due to rapidly approaching space junk. A move to either a higher or lower orbit means it will take more or less time to orbit the Earth,
thus changing predicted sighting times for us. Tuesday, 26 July: Brilliant Venus lies just below and to the right of the crescent Moon at dawn.
Saturday, 30 July: A very thin crescent Moon reappears in the dusk sky just to the right of faint Mercury, forming a long triangle with it and the
bright star Regulus in Leo is above. Sunday, 31 July: The thin crescent Moon has now moved to form a very low triangle with Regulus and Mercury.
Tuesday, 2 August: The Moon now sits above Leo’s faint triangle.
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Significant national theological
conference here in Whitianga
Dennis and Mina Acramen are local ministers, as well as writers and leaders in the Christian community
in New Zealand. One of the tasks that Mina enables and oversees as Māori leader in the Assemblies of
God community in New Zealand, is organising an annual conference for her people and this time it was in
Whitianga, and hosted by the Crossroads Fellowship church not far from the centre of Whitianga township.
From Thursday to Sunday this past week, 150 Māori and Pacific peoples gathered along with local Ngati
Hei, Pacific Islanders and Europeans, to experience discussion, singing, prayer and planning focussed on
the interweaving of Māori spirituality and culture with the Christian message.
Some came from as far away as Temuka and Gisborne. Invited speakers brought inspiration and
background to this theme - Brad Haami - author, researcher, historian and consultant for Te Papa, Rev
Iliafi Esera - senior leader of Assemblies of God in New Zealand, Alfred Ngaro - served as national MP for
nine years, Mona Ngaro - Intercessors New Zealand, Pastor Chris Sola - Shine television teacher, Brandon
Amoamo - Māori protocols in school, and finally Pastor Brian Ormond, who spoke at the conference’s
conclusion on Sunday morning
Dennis, on reflection, says, “This conference was a continuation in building stronger networks of Māori
Christians around New Zealand which is inclusive of Pacific Islanders.” Dennis and Mina run these
conferences annually, so this locally based one was a continuation of an annual event. They are normally
marae based but Ngati Hei do not have a marae here.
Dennis smiled, “We like the warmer weather for these events but Covid changed our plans. We are still
thankful for being able to hold it at this time.”
The powhiri, followed by a hangi, on the Thursday evening was very memorable, with a strong sense
of invitation and belonging infusing the gathering. This spirit traditionally was the essence of all early
Christian communities and is so deeply akin to Māori and pacific peoples. The next conference is planned
for Rotorua and in a warmer season.
The hangi, pictured here, took place on Thursday evening and was prepared by the Davis brothers of Ngati
Hei - Willie, Ben, Richard and Mike.
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NZ MADE BEDS

Stephensons Pharmacy
YOUR COMMUNITY’S PERMANENT COVID-19 VACCINATION SITE

COVID 19 SECOND BOOSTER AVAILABLE AT
UNICHEM STEPHENSONS PHARMACY
Every Monday (8:30am-1:00pm)
If unavailable Monday mornings please contact Jeff at the shop.

Book via website bookmyvaccine or just walk-in.
Criteria: Must have been 6 months since last booster.
Must be 50 + years old, or 30+ years old if a health, aged care
and disability worker.
Also available for Immunocompromised, outlined medical
conditions and disability for 16 years +, which put the individual
at severe breakthrough COVID-19 illness risk.

ALSO FLU VACCINATIONS CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE
64 Albert Street, Whitianga
ph (07) 866 5319 • fax (07) 866 4788

WINTER

SALE
on selected sets of Bridgestone and Firestone tyres

Valid until 31 July 2022
Cnr Albert & Campbell Streets
(Next to Z service station)

Phone 07 866 5540

Selected tyres only Conditions apply, visit www.bridgestone.co.nz for details.
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Gone to the dogs - a perfect career
By Francesca Dowling
This is the first in a series of articles that will
appear in The Informer that will be featuring
the entrepreneurship and work of young locals.
We congratulate and would like to assist our
young community members by publicising their
work and telling their story. First up is junior dog
groomer, Rhiannan Johnson.
It seems to be just about every child's dream
to work alongside our fluffy best friends,
although oftentimes as we mature we tend to
drift away from these fantasies for something
more ‘functional’. However, those that do
keep their eye on the ball, such as Rhiannan
Johnson, know that the treat of loving every
day of work is well worth chasing.
“I knew from the time I was a little kid that
I wanted to work with animals, particularly
dogs,” states Rhiannan. Initially Rhiannan
had her sights set on becoming a veterinarian
nurse, although her mind was swiftly changed
after stepping foot into the vet clinic for work
experience. “I couldn’t handle the ‘life ending’
part of the job. I just can’t put an animal down,
it’s not in me.” Undeterred, Rhiannan shifted
her attention to other departments of animal
care. “When I had heard of Andrea and her dog
grooming trailer I was always a bit envious,”
laughed Rhiannan. “It just sounded like the
most incredible thing in the world. Spending
your days hanging out with dogs and giving
them a bath - I wanted in!” Fortunately, it was
just as Rhiannan had decided that vet nursing
was not for her, that Andrea Towgood, the
owner of Paradise Pets, expanded her mobile
grooming unit into the incredibly popular salon
and doggy daycare facility it is today. “I was still
a student at school at the time, but immediately

signed up as a volunteer through Mercury Bay
Area School's Gateway programme. Even
though I spent a lot of my time as a volunteer
picking up poop and cleaning, I loved every
minute of it. I knew I wanted to make this a
career, so I worked extremely hard hoping they
might keep me. I’m very stoked to say that I’ve
now been a part of the team at Paradise Pets for
the past three years,” beams Rhiannan.
Currently Rhiannan works as a doggy
daycare supervisor and a junior groomer who
is certified in ‘Advanced Scissor Techniques’
(New Zealand Dog Grooming School)
and ‘Level Three Animal Care’ (NZQF).
“The best thing about my job, besides obviously
endless pats and cuddles, is that I never stop
learning. From learning more about each dog
breed to further qualifying myself, I have the
privilege of learning each dog’s little quirks
and personalities whilst creating amazing
bonds with each of them.”
Big plans are on the horizon in Rhiannan’s
envy-inducing career as she prepares to pursue
higher qualifications to become a fully trained
dog groomer with possible opportunities
of entering into global dog grooming
competitions. “I really owe a lot to Andrea who
has mentored me from just being a hopeful
volunteer to now following my dream career.”
To follow Rhiannan and her progress, check
her out on Instagram (rhispawsomeadventures)
or pop by Paradise Pets to see her in action.

Rhiannan Johnson sitting her grooming qualification with New Zealand Dog Grooming School.

Note: Would you like to adopt a dog? If you are
interested check the Thames Coromandel District
Council’s website. Currently, there are six pups
and a four-year-old waiting for a new home.
Contact 07 868 0200.

*terms and
conditions
apply

Carpetcourt Whitianga
1 Blacksmith Lane,
Whitianga
07 834 6463

We have the perfect
flooring solution for
every lifestyle

• Beef lasagna &

It’s our Birthday!
Get HUGE savings on selected flooring plus up to 30% off our
famous Rhino flooring*. Book a free measure and quote today.

HEAT AND EAT
MEALS

cheesy vegetables.
• Pork schnitzel, mashed
spuds, gravy &
cheesy vegetables.
• Roast beef, mashed spuds,
gravy & cheesy vegetables.
• Sweet and sour chicken,
kumara mash & vegetables.
ANY THREE FOR $30.00

(INCLUDES LOCAL DELIVERY)

HOW TO ORDER
Text or call orders to

021 182 9712
or email: info@espycafe.co.nz
Order by noon
Wednesday, 27 July
Delivery from noon
Thursday, 28 July.
Order by noon
Friday, 29July
Delivery from noon
Saturday, 30 July.

MOSAIC GALLERY

53 ALBERT STREET, WHITIANGA 07 866 5224

Mosaic Gallery would like to
sincerely thank Monique Rush
for her contribution as a highly valued
team member over the past 6 years.
Monique’s work can still be
viewed in store.
FEATURING LOCALLY MADE ART WORKS,
POTTERY, JEWELLERY AND MUCH MORE.

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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WINE TASTING EVENING
to be held at

Hosted by the winemaker
of Leefield Station and
Marisco Wines

MONDAY 1ST AUGUST
STARTS AT 6:30PM
ANTIPASTO PLATTERS & A 5 win
es
CHOICE OF 1 0F 3 MAINS to taste
INCLUDED IN TICKET PRICE
$45 PER PERSON

TICKETS ARE LIMITED & AVAILABLE
AT THE BAR

9 The Esplanade, Whitianga
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Ladies DIY charity event
By Francesca Dowling
As a woman, have you ever shied away from picking up the tools and just doing the job yourself out
of fear of not knowing how to use the equipment properly or even simply just because you happen
to be ‘a woman’? On Friday, 5 August, Stihl Shop Whitianga will be hosting an “empowering”
women's workshop from 4:00pm to 6:00pm that will be covering a wide variety of the shop's
indoor and outdoor power tools and how to use them safely.
Along with drinks, nibbles and some good natured banter, the event will consist of several
demonstrations across the large range of tools Stihl has to offer including chainsaws, line trimmers
and plenty more. “Women can tend to find it hard to ask questions in a predominantly male
industry, so it’s really important for us to be able to provide a safe and comfortable environment
for those women out there who are interested in learning how to use these tools,” states Cheryl
Clarke, co-owner of Stihl Shop Whitianga alongside her husband, Phillip.
To present these tools, a few members of the Auckland Stihl Shop branch will be making the long
twisting drive to Whitianga for the special event including Stihl Shop’s technical support advisor
and world champion woodchopper, Jason Wynyard, who has won over 100 world titles including
the individual world championship nine times. “It is bound to be a really fun night just to get all the
ladies together and learn something new,” smiles Cheryl.
Not only will this event be to the benefit of local women, but all ticket sales will be donated to
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust to assist with their fundraising towards a much needed van that
will be used to transport heavy supportive equipment for cancer patients in Mercury Bay.
Tickets for the ‘Ladies Night Charity Event’ are available on eventbrite.co.nz or in-store on
Blacksmith Lane.
Pictured left to right: The Stihl Shop Whitianga team Cheryl Clarke, Donna Collins, Sandy Dobedoe
and Graham Dun.

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA.
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Sunny - the land, the farm - his all
Sunny Browne loves the land and he
loves history. He is proud of his family’s
history. It is summed up in this photo.
He is standing in one of the sheds on his
farm and the tractor he proudly stands
beside is a strong connection to his love of
farming history and the old machines he
restores and cherishes. The word, ‘FARM
ALL’ is a brand, but also a description
of Sunny.
Sunny is a contractor and a farmer.
He proudly says, “I have worked for just
about everybody in this district and in a way
I have helped solve many of their problems.
Usually, I am called when there is problem,
and it pleases me that, with my machinery,
my experience and just thinking, I can solve
most things.”
Sunny is proud of his history in this land.
Gordon Browne was the first Browne to
come to New Zealand. He was one of 15
children, most probably from English stock
and was “both the first recorded timber man
and the first pakeha Mahurangi Harbour
resident and indeed of Tamaki Makaurau,
although he stayed only four years.”*
By 1826, Gordon Browne had purchased
land in the Hokianga Harbour. “That is
our family’s beginning with the land here
in Aotearoa, we go back a long way,” says
Sunny.
“My Dad was a trucking man, an essential
industry, so he didn’t go to the war.
He helped build Ardmore Airport.
My parents came to this area straight after
the war. I was three and the fourth of six
children. He bought the Upton farm and we

lived in a little house which is still standing.
You could say I have continued my
Dad’s business. In 1952, he bought one
of the brand new bulldozers and began
contracting. I have always worked.” says
Sunny. “My first job was mowing the lawns
at Coroglen School. I was school age then,
and when I was 16, I went share-milking.

I had a half-share with 35 cows. That was
a lot of cows in those days and you could
make a living off that number, not so today.
All I ever wanted to do was make a good
living and be successful. I don’t drink or
smoke, so I put my money back into the
land. In 1962, I moved on to this farm.
It was my farm and I never wanted to move.”

Sunny Browne stands proudly beside the 'Farm all' tractor which reflects his love
of farming history and the old machines he restores and cherishes.

It is easy to see that Sunny’s work is also
his hobby. Over the years, he came across
many of what could only be called ‘buckets
of rust’. Some he found half-buried on his
farm; others were half-buried on farms
where he was contracting, and the farmers
wanted them gone. After cleaning, sorting,
retrieving missing parts, painting every
single nut, bolt and frame, Sunny built up
an amazing and comprehensive collection
of vintage tractors, plus a few bull dozers all of them work, and some he has registered.
Sunny says, “They’re beautiful.”
I asked Sunny where and how he learned
to do this. “I didn’t go to college to learn.
My dad was a really good teacher. And I felt
good when I fixed something for someone.
That makes you want to learn and I’m glad
to give my expertise.” Sunny has worked on
every road from Kennedy’s Bay to Waihi.
We asked him about the future.
“I’m trying to slow down”, says the
octogenarian, but I’ve got 100 cows to calve.
I would like to go back to my tractors. I
would also like to help young people, teach
them to fence and fix things, but it doesn’t
seem to appeal. I enjoy what I do.
Sunny goes back to his work striding
rather briskly up the hill, calling his dog,
Tom. On his home patch, he has built up
his own museum of mechanical wonders
and geological marvels. Sunny Browne is a
kind of treasure.
*A History of the Mahurangi Part Three
Pioneer Pakeha by Ronald H Locker,
published 2001.

FREE

SLEEPYHEAD
ECOSELECT
UNDERLAY
ON ALL CARPET ORDERS
OVER 15 LM (55 SQM)
Offer ends 31 August 2022
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68 ALBERT ST, WHITIANGA
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whitianga@flooringxtra.co.nz

thames@flooringxtra.co.nz
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Environmental news
Editor’s Note: The Informer has noticed there are many environmental groups all working to restore
and improve aspects of the natural environment. There are differing views, methods and people
have their particular and different environmental passions. Here on the Coromandel Peninsula the
‘environment’ is a full-time job for many and a hot subject. That’s a good thing and we want to
acknowledge this and give the ‘environment’ more room in the paper. Thus we have a new banner
which will head local stories and regular comment. (Image provided by Paul Kington.)

For thousands of years, humankind worked
and lived with the natural environment
for survival. It was a partnership; the
environment responding to humankind,
being ever present and able to provide the
sustenance of life.
In the progression of time, a large segment
of humankind developed to distance
themselves from the natural environment
and live at a much more sophisticated level
than a life of subsistence. The partnership
was forgotten or not seen as necessary.
Human behaviour indicated that the natural
environment was an endless, useful,
enjoyable and profit-making resource.
Throughout every period of human
existence, we have assumed of the natural
environment that it will always be there,
sometimes ravaging and unpredictable, but
also restoring and just keeping on providing.
But that assumption has changed and so
has the environment. These days, we often
do not include the word ‘natural’ when we
are referring to the environment. We have
assumed that everyone knows, when the
word environment is used, it is the natural
environment that is intended. That’s because
there is a worldwide battle to save the
environment; to provide for it, defend it, heal

it, even seek some kind of forgiveness from
it. The future depends on the partnership we
lost, but can regain; humans and the natural
environment need to rescue each other.
We are still living beyond our means, but
at the same time, we also entertain a sense
of inner unease about the environments
we have created and relied on that exist
in conflict with the natural environment.
Individuals, family units, societies, clubs,
schools, universities, institutions, politicians,
governments all share to some degree, this
unease. That’s a good thing. It helps us work
together, reduces acrimony towards others,
builds resolve for self-change, lives with
contradictions and gives focus to what can
be done where we are.
To take and use in moderation and to put
back generously, is the partnership of nature
and humanity that can be restored.
Tsunami Follow-up from Thames Coromandel
District Council
Our Council’s Emergency Management
Unit has been working with Canterbury
University researchers since November
last year on this national survey around the
March 2021 quakes.
On March 5, 2021, many coastal areas

Paul Kington's 'Bird Roost', Otama Reserve

experienced earthquakes with the potential
for dangerous tsunamis. It was a complex
event because there were multiple quakes.
Many people evacuated, but some people
weren't sure if they needed to, or where they
should go. University researchers want to
find out what worked, what didn’t and how
people decided what to do. Whitianga was
selected as one of nine locations around New
Zealand to take part in the survey. Canterbury
University posted out the survey documents
to around 200 addresses in Whitianga last
week, then opening the survey up online for
anyone to complete.
If you live in the Whitianga area, you
might get a survey in the mail. Please fill
it in and send it back. It is of note that, as
yet, Whitianga has no siren warning for
Tsunamis.
Matarangi Drive land clearance under
investigation:
The Waikato Regional Council (WRC) is
looking into the clearing of a designated
Significant Natural Area ( SNA) in Matarangi
linked to a new housing development.
The land is 36 hectares between the local
council’s waste water treatment plant and
the refuse centre. Just over half of the
plot is considered by WRC to be an SNA.
Section Six of the Resource Management
Act requires SNA’s be protected. A Forest
& Bird report on the matter quoted, “TCDC
appears to have enabled this clearance
to be undertaken with very little (if any)

Native planting of stream banks
and marginal farmland. We supply,
plant and release native plants which
we grow locally in our nursery.
Book now
For the 2023 planting season
(June - September).
We still have limited availability
for 2022 planting season.
Both big and small jobs.
To enquire email us at:
greenonblue42@gmail.com
022 327 8510

Conservation at Otama
At the Informer we get to hear the news all sides of the story.
The Informer published a statement
provided by TCDC on 21 July, 2021
regarding the removal of 60 trees from
Otama Domain Recreational Reserve.
Then following a series of investigations
the following statement from TCDC was
published by The informer on Tuesday
21 June, 2022.
These statements have proved to be
controversial. The Informer has received
much feedback on that statement from all
interested parties, and it’s fair to say that
claims made in the statement have been
proven to be incorrect.
What is not so clear is why reserve land
was cleared of native trees. Neither TCDC
nor DOC understands the process by which
these works were commissioned. Nobody
has claimed responsibility, and the TCDC
Tuesday, 9th Aug
6pm @ The Monkey House
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assessment of the impact against their
district plan… despite the known presence
of a wetland and SNA.”
Another report stated, “We’ve got rules
that permit vegetation clearance if it’s exotics
and this is all exotics, because it’s gum trees
and scrub (manuka). So…no big deal.”
A lot of correspondence has ensued
between parties, and a lack or loss of
oversight
has
been
acknowledged.
The developer of the land in question has not
yet responded.

HOW TO BUILD

SMALL BUSINESS
RECOGNITION

Email to book:
Krissy@dreamcatchersstudio.co.nz

$30

Come for the workshop
and learn all the basics.
Stay for drinks & networking!

PER PERSON
INCLUDES ONE DRINK

MOBILE 021 874 923
A/HRS 07 867 1577

GARDENS AND LANDSCAPING
• Complete Design
Service
• Concept Plans
• Planting Plans
• Onsite Consultation
• Fencing
• Retaining Walls
• Decks
• Trellis
• Irrigation Systems

• Paving Water
Features
• Planting
• Full Maintenance
Programs
• Lawn Mowing
• Fertiliser Programs
• Hedge Pruning
• Pest Control Program
• Large Scale Projects

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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AEROVIEW GARDEN CENTRE

Environmental news
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Iwi have planned for the area.
The Informer will continue to work
with the stakeholders to understand the
future plan for the Otama Domain and its
implementation. When we contacted TCDC,
we were told that they plan to hold a meeting
of all interested parties with the intention of
progressing a plan for the area. The Informer
will keep readers informed of any progress
on this issue.

TR

investigation was unable to sufficiently
identify persons responsible to the extent
required for prosecutions to be laid.
The one fact that is abundantly clear is
that as many as 60 native trees (mainly
pohutukawa) were removed from Otama
beach. Given that the damage has occurred
and been lamented by the community and
authorities, it is now important to move
forward and establish what TCDC, DOC and

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames (plenty of parking)
(07) 868 7960

YOUR FREE HEALTH SCREENING INCLUDES:
• Blood glucose
• Chair massage
• Health age
• Cardiovascular fitness
• And more...
• Lifestyle counselling
• Blood pressure
DATES & TIME:
Sunday, 07 August
10:00am - 2:00pm

*NEW SERVICE*
WHITIANGA CONNECTOR

$25

From

$89

BMX
WAS $600 NOW $480

Please help us make room for new stock!

16 Coghill Street, Whitianga
07 866 0745

WHITIANGA • HAHEI
PAUANUI • TAIRUA
THAMES • AND
EVERYWHERE BETWEEN

TO/FROM AUCKLAND AIRPORT
OR CBD

20% ALL HARO &
OFF GIANT BIKES

SINGLE SPEED
OLD SKOOL - MTB & TRAIL
LOTS OF KIDS BIKES

Open
7 days

T B C

VENUE:
Whitianga Town Hall
24 Monk Street

DUAL SUSPENSION
WAS $3,299 NOW $2,639

21 VARIETIES OF SEED POTATOES
ARRIVING THE FIRST WEEK
OF AUGUST!
OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri (8:30am - 5pm)
Sat - Sun (8:30am - 4pm)

YOU’RE INVITED TO A

HEALTH EXPO

Asparagus, yams,
Māori seed potatoes AND...

From$89

per person/
one way (door to door)
Timetable and
bookings available
through our
website.

www.tairuabus.co.nz
Visit our website
for more
information
or to make
a booking or email
steve@tairuabus.co.nz

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA.
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Whitianga marathon - are you ready?
Run for Good
There’s a distance for everyone to enjoy this
spring event in the last week of the October
school holidays, Saturday, 15 October 2022.
There’s a team working at full pace to make
this event not just a come-back after Covid
but a celebrative bringing together of the
community, engaged in running, walking,
watering the runners, feeding, hosting,
cheering others on. The Aon Whitianga
Marathon taking place in Whitianga and
surrounding bays and countryside promises
to be a wonderful community event for the
entire Coromandel peninsula.
Whitianga Marathon offers five course
options - something for everyone.

The Aon Whitianga Marathon has five
distances for participants to choose from,
ensuring there is something for everyone and
every ability. Participants can choose to run
or walk any of the options.
The 5km event is very popular. It’s doable
for those starting or for those who like the
dash of the event to test their speed. The
course is flat starting at Buffalo Beach and
along the coastal beach pathways to Brophy’s
beach and back to event Headquarters.
The 10km and half marathon (21.1km)
distances are flat and fast. The 10km follows
the coastal beach pathway before turning
around and heading back along the beachside
trail towards the Whitianga Marina. Keeping
the water on the left, it’s a run or walk

alongside the Whitianga Harbour up to a
place called Lovers Rock. From here, it's a
return to the beachfront on quiet backroads.
The half marathon is one lap that has been
enjoyed by many over the last few events.
The 21km half marathon starts at Buffalo
Beach and takes the coastal beach pathways
to Brophy’s beach to a turnaround point.
Participants then head back on the coastal
pathway onto the Whitianga Marina before
travelling onto the Whitianga Inner Harbour
to Lovers Rock. Next up is a tour of the
Whitianga Waterways heading out to the
end of South Highway. A turn around leads
onto South Highway pathways to join up to
the SH25 pathway back towards the town
entrance at Joan Gaskell Drive. Then it’s

A scene from a previous Whitianga Marathon

The Mercury Bay Informer is published weekly and is distributed throughout the Coromandel
Peninsula.
Readers’ contributions of articles and letters are welcome. Publication of contributions are
entirely at the discretion of the editor. Contributions will only be considered for publication when
accompanied by the author’s name and surname, telephone number and residential address.
Opinions expressed (especially in letters) are not necessarily those of the owner or publisher.
Statement of fact needs to be accompanied by evidence of the fact.
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Contributors - Meghan Hawkes, Jack Biddle, Pam Ferla, Francesca Dowling,
Suzanne Hansen, Tony Stickley, Stan Stewart and John Pratt
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Office 14 Monk Street, Whitianga 3510
Telephone (07) 866 2090, Fax (07) 866 2092
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See page 2 for what’s happening
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and
Hot Water Beach tides.
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Like us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.
Check us out on Instagram.

along Kupe Drive to return to the finish line
at Buffalo Beach.
New addition: This year the event has
introduced a new off-road course, the Cooks
Beach Track and Trail. This event runs in the
same footsteps as the first half of the marathon
course at Cooks Beach. Participants enjoy a
ferry ride over to the start line. The course
takes in the views of Mercury Bay and onto
the epic Shakespeare Cliff Reserve trails.
Everyone is rewarded with 180 degree views
of the bay at the top. Then it’s down to Cooks
Beach, including the Purangi Estuary, before
heading for the hills for 10km of real off road
adventure with forest trails and rolling hills
producing more stunning views with the
elevation. Participants head back to the ferry
to complete the last 1300m in Whitianga.
The total distance is 22.5km.
And then there is the full marathon 42.2km. This is a marathon of two exciting
halves with a fun ferry ride to join the two. The
course takes participants from Ferry Landing
to the Shakespeare Cliff trails then onto the
quiet backroads of Cooks Beach through to
the crystal clear Purangi River. Next up is a
10km off road trail adventure in the hills that
overlook Cooks Beach before boarding the
ferry for a well-earned three minute break
including a very convenient aid station. Timing
transponders time out for the ferry crossing
and the ferry runs continuously. Once off the
ferry, the marathoners join the half marathon
course to complete the second 21km.
There’s a distance for everyone to enjoy this
spring event in the last week of the October
school holidays, Saturday, 15 October 2022.
The Aon Whitianga Marathon is Saturday,
15 October, 2022.
Full information at
www.whitiangamarathon.co.nz

What’s that Number?
Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours .....................................................111
Police (Whitianga) ........................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua) ..............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town) ...........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers .................................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ................................................................................868 0200
Civil Defence ...............................................................................................868 0200
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ....................................................866 5911
Medical Centre (Tairua).................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained counsellor..............1737
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators ......................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services ...........................................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services .............................................................027 446 6921

ONLINE POLL FOR JULY 2022
Would you like to see a regular environmental feature
in the paper covering a broad range of issues and topics?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Issue 1012 - 26 July 2022

Luke's 'silent' dance-off

In a novel move, Luke’s Kitchen in Kuoatunu ran their first ever ‘Silent Dance Off’ over the weekend.
The idea stemmed from Luke’s Kitchen owner, Luke Reilly, attending the music festival ‘Splore’ and
coming across a large crowd dancing to what first appeared to be no music. “It was weird to see
people dancing all together to different music.”
The silent ‘dance off’ gave locals the opportunity to enjoy yummy food and beverages with a happy
hour from 5:00pm to 7:00pm before putting on their headphones and cutting some moves on the
dance floor.
“It was so strange, people were having dinner while a full rave was going on around the corner,
said Luke.
Patrons were spoilt for choice when it came to playlist options, with four different DJs spinning
their own tunes over the course of the night. “The Disc Jockeys (DJ’s) definitely performed and with
everyone who had earphones being able to switch between different music, the night was a huge
hit,” added Luke.
Free shuttles were also provided by Luke’s Kitchen which ensured a fun and safe evening was had
by all. A ‘silent disco mover’ commented, “It was a great night with a good turn out and everyone
was raving, wanting to do another.”
Another successful event held by the crew at Luke’s Kitchen before they close for three weeks to
enjoy a much-deserved break.

Escape
winter.

Free Delivery

Keep warm and rested
with a hot 50% off
Sanctuary Escape, NZ’s
most luxurious sleep.

The experts in sleep.

Whitianga Store
(07) 866 5726
BedsRus Store Name visit Street Address
Phone Number dream bedsrus.co.nz

talk

*Offer valid to 2.8.22 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good
faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.

CLOSED

25 JULY - 17 AUGUST
We look forward to
seeing you again from
the 18th of August
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See our website
for tickets
www.lukeskitchen.co.nz
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coromandel life:style centre
4/9 joan gaskell drive, whitianga
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Letters to the Editor

See page 10 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions
MenzShed
I am a member of the Men’s Shed and would
like to write a supporting letter to back up
the article written by Pauline Stewart in last
week’s Informer (19 July). Just under 4 years
ago I was given the news that I had multiple
myeloma and I have been on chemotherapy
ever since. They didn't use the big "T"
(terminal). It was the big "C" (not curable but
controllable). As you can imagine, I've been
through many stages but at 81 I've had a great
life and am prepared for what comes.

Great news, soft plastic recycling is back at
Countdown in Whitianga. Make it clean and dry
before you place it in the bin.

Page 12

I must say the MenzShed has been really
great. I started going along for the smoko
breaks which are fantastic, and then I would
come home. Gradually I took a bit of work in
from home and then got involved in a number
of projects in the shed. They are a great bunch
of guys and I would recommend anyone
joining - you don't have to have cancer!
A wee while back, while we were having
smoko, a couple knocked on the door and the
guy asked us if we would build him a coffin.
He was a hell of a nice guy and a great talker
and he had us all in fits laughing. He had all
the plans etc. Apparently, you can only use
certain materials for a coffin that's being used
for a cremation.
He had certainly sussed it all out and his
grandkids were going to paint it. So, he duly
died and the rest, as they say, is history.
So, if you are a dab hand at building or
painting coffins, we would like to see you at
the MenzShed.
Cheers
Arnie Leigh

• The spoonbills, bitterns, grey herons, tuis,
kereru nest in some of the tall trees along
the edge of our coastal area and if we can
hear the humming at night this will affect
their ability to breed and nest.
• Real Estate agents have agreed that
our property will devalue due to the
unsightly nature of the radio and
telecommunication tower.
• The tower is close to the community’s
largest sports park.
• Overseas evidence shows that the
health of residents living under these
electromagnetic towers suffer depression
or have had incidences of brain tumours
• There is a flight path for our local airport

near the proposed site.
• There is not enough evidence re compressed
band waves between these two towers.
• This tower is close to a bus stop used AM
and PM by children and their families.
• Why do we need multiple cell phone
towers in Whitianga, when there is already
one central to town and three on hill tops
around Whitianga.
• This area is a high wind zone and we do
not wish to have this ugly tower in our
visual sight.
Yours sincerely,
Neera Giri
Moewai Park Road

Objection to Vodafone tower
I believe the residents and businesses of
Moewai Park Road and South Highway
West do not wish to have a second
telecommunications tower at 239 South
Highway West for the following reasons.  
• There already is a telecommunicationst
tower only a few metres away from the
proposed Vodafone tower site.
• Some residents can hear the humming of
the existing telephone tower.
• The migrating birds will be affected by a
second tower.
• The proposal is close to our estuary and
will affect nesting and coastal bird life.

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz
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Whitianga, 251 Kupe Drive

Cooks Beach, 75 Captain Cook Road

• An immaculately presented home furnished with 90% of the large essential items.
• Downstairs set up for extended families with rumpus/bunk room and office/double bedroom +
bathroom & laundry.
• Upstairs are 2 queen sized bedrooms, bathroom, spacious open plan living and a sea view!
• There’s plenty of space for the boat, toys and tents together with a 9 x 6m garage.

• A great opportunity to own this modern home offering down-canal views.

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0002
Paulette Tainsh 027 241 2001
Hendry Tainsh 022 658 4818

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21676
Peter MacGregor
M 027 224 7332

• 4 bedrooms, 2 ensuites, bathroom, open plan living. The 4th bedroom & ensuite area is
separate, brilliant for extended family or Air bnb income.
• 2.7m stud height throughout, double garage, pontoon and boat ramp access.

DEADLINE
SALE

NEW
LISTING

NEW
LISTING

• This lovingly maintained, 4 bdrm, 2 bthrm
home on a 830sqm (mol) site.
• Office/5th bdrm, dining & open plan
kitchen, 2nd lounge, substantial deck.
• Triple garage with enough room for the cars
or water toys.

• Don’t miss out on this opportunity!
• 738sqm (mol) section with utility, pontoon
and its own boat ramp.
• What could be better than summer in the
Waterways!

• This fabulous home is set on a large 959sqm (mol) site with manicured gardens and
established fruit trees.
• On the ground floor are 2 bedrooms, bathroom and 3 internal access garages then take the lift
up to the first floor with open plan living, office nook and master bedroom with ensuite.
• Relax on the great sunny deck area and be treated to a beautiful sea view.

Whitianga, 8 Oribi Place

For Sale Deadline Sale 4pm 29th July (unless sold prior)
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718
Grace Pene
M 027 862 4002

Whitianga, 32 Arawa Lane

Cooks Beach, 1 Banks Street

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21730
Peter MacGregor
M 027 224 7332

For Sale $1,695,000
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0003
Paulette Tainsh 027 241 2001
Hendry Tainsh 022 658 4818

SOLD

Whitianga, 16 Tironui Place

Whitianga, 117 Robinson Road

Whitianga, 16a Jackman Avenue

Cooks Beach 108 Captain Cook Road

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21717
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

For Sale $795,000
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21729
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/CK0001
Paulette Tainsh 027 241 2001
Hendry Tainsh 022 658 4818

Whitianga, 18 Pacific Place

Whitianga, 2 Roseberry Place

Whitianga, 130 Buffalo Beach Road

Whitianga, 4a Nicholas Avenue

For Sale Offers over $1.4m
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718
Noelene Bellingham
M 027 280 8477

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21720
Peter MacGregor
M 027 224 7332

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21725
Anne Hamilton
M 027 488 6675

For Sale $875,000
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21718
Noelene Bellingham
M 027 280 8477

• The elevated position gives stunning views
over Mercury Bay & rural landscapes.
• Boasting 3 double bdrms, 2 bthrms, open
plan kitchen, dining & lounge.
• Large entertainers deck. Just a 7 minute
drive to the beach.

For Sale By negotiation
View harcourts.co.nz/WI21727
Katrina Carlyon 021 724 200
Kirstin Brown 027 301 1775

• 3 good sized bedrooms, ensuite PLUS huge
office space & more!
• Open plan kitchen, dining & living area,
separate TV room, study rooms.
• Well maintained, good backyard access,
300m (approx) to Buffalo Beach!

• An excellent opportunity to buy entry level
on Robinson Road.
• So close to the water. Large flat, freehold
812sqm (mol) section.
• Large kitchen, sep lounge, pellet fire, heat
pump & HRV.

• Tidy & comfortable 3 bdrm charmer - a great
first home/bach or potential rental.
• Heat pump, spacious bthrm, extra outdoor
shower, fish bench & easy-care grounds.
• Ramp access & automatic garage door - a
breeze for retirees!

• Waterways – just like new but with none of
the wait!
• 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms, open plan living and
conservatory.
• Archgola & double internal access garage &
boat ramp access.

• On a corner site across from Buffalo Beach,
this lovely home is just perfect.
• Totally refurbished 3 bdrm with new kitchen,
carpet & flooring.
• Outdoor sun trap plus 2 single garages
complete the picture.

• Fabulous 6 bdrm home with coastal views
from the wrap-around deck!
• 3 bthrms, rumpus, open plan living with
high stud and feature windows.
• Triple garaging - change one to a fantastic
games room, 809sqm (mol) section.

• 3 bedroom home with ensuite, HRV and
sunny outdoor patio area.
• Close to town, cafes and supermarkets –
leave the car at home!
• Easy maintenance - perfect if you’re looking
to free up your precious weekends.

Call now for your private appointment or see advertised open homes and view all our listings at www.harcourtscoromandel.co.nz

Ann Hamilton
027 488 6675

Noelene Bellingham

027 280 8477

Katrina Carlyon
021 724 200

Peter MacGregor
027 224 7332

Grace Pene
027 862 4002

Marketing
Consultant

Marketing
Consultant

Marketing
Consultant

Marketing
Consultant

Marketing
Consultant

harcourts.co.nz
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Dave Frew
027 491 8420
Marketing
Consultant

Coromandel Beaches Realty Ltd: Licenced Agent REAA 2008

Dayle Candy
027 433 6862

Kirby Faulkner
027 436 9990

Marketing
Consultant

Marketing
Consultant

Kirstin Brown
027 301 1775
Marketing
Consultant

Lance Parker
021 041 2587
Marketing
Consultant

Harcourts Whitianga • 71 Albert Street P 07 866 4981
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Car Talk By Jack Biddle

A question for Jack? Just email us or drop us a note.
Mitsubishi on a charge and sharing the power
In years gone by, Mitsubishi was a mainstream
passenger car brand which was considered by
many consumers and motoring journos as
being pretty average and ordinary in terms
of desirability and reliability. As the more
popular Japanese brands, such as Toyota
and Honda, slowly but surely started to see
a continuous rise in market share from the
early 70’s in New Zealand, Mitsubishi always
seemed to be playing second fiddle to the big
players and in endless catch-up mode. They
did have their hero models at the time, such
as the four-wheel drive Pajero and they did
become leaders on the world stage of rallying
for many years, but as far as mainstream
passenger cars were concerned, the brand
overall was not seen as a great threat by most
of its major competitors.
Many within the industry considered the
Mitsubishi 380 sedan, produced in Australia
from 2005 to 2008, as their best ever
mainstream model at the time, but sadly, by
then the tide had turned for local assembly
in both Australia and New Zealand, which
meant the eventual discontinuation of the 380
and back to square one for the brand.
Fast forward to today and due to some clever
strategic marketing, forward thinking and
long-term planning, Mitsubishi Motors New
Zealand (MMNZ), which was established in
1987, has now become a market leader. In
2021, it shot up the sales charts to become
the second largest automotive distributor, by
volume, of new vehicles registered in New
Zealand and based on recent year-to-date 2022
figures, has gone one better and sold more new
vehicles than any other vehicle brand. While
supply constraints amongst the market leaders
continue to muddy the waters somewhat,

when it comes to market leadership, there
is no doubt the Mitsubishi brand has made
huge ground in recent years, helped by the
popularity of their electrified fleet.
To the end of April 2022, Mitsubishi has
sold over 60% of the PHEVs (Plug-in Hybrid
Electric Vehicles) driven by Kiwis. But rather
than simply sit on its hands and be satisfied
with owning a major slice of the electrified
mainstream market, MMNZ is now looking
beyond electric vehicles (EV’s) as just being
a mode of everyday transport. In a recent
press statement it said it was leading the way
in enabling EV’s to provide power for Kiwi
homes and this technology is not that far
away from becoming a reality.
In June, MMNZ became the first in New
Zealand to install and operate a V2H (vehicleto-house) unit, which allows electricity stored
in an EV’s battery to be supplied into a
building’s power network.
The company had previously installed
solar arrays on the roof of its Headquarters
at Todd Park, Porirua to charge its fleet of
Plug-in Hybrid EVs (PHEVs). By installing
a Wallbox Quasar V2H module, MMNZ
can now use the solar-generated charge
stored in the PHEV batteries to power the
electric hoists in its parts operation and other
electrical appliances in the business.
MMNZ’s technical services manager
Lloyd Robinson says the company has been
keeping a close eye on the development of
this cutting-edge technology for some time
and, as the country’s largest seller of new
PHEVs, it has been encouraging its Japanese
parent, Mitsubishi Motors Corporation, to
fast-track V2H in its cars. While still in its
infancy for New Zealand, the technology

has the potential to provide stored energy
resilience both to New Zealand’s power grid,
by helping to buffer peak demand and in
circumstances where properties may either
lose connection to the grid or are permanently
off the grid, and have alternative sources of
power generation (such as solar) to recharge
the batteries. Depending on the model, a
Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV battery has a
total power capacity of up to 20kWh, which
is about the daily power consumption of an
average Kiwi household with two adults and
two children.*
“V2H is a really exciting development,”
said Robinson, “and while there are still
some regulatory considerations to be
worked through, I think we’ll start to see
consumers looking at their cars in a whole
new way.” Currently, the V2H modules can
only be connected to properties with 3-phase
power networks and can only be active during

normal operation of the power grid. “The
system can’t currently be used during a power
outage because there is no fool proof way to
ensure the power from the battery doesn’t
flow back into the grid and place electrical
workers in danger. These types of hurdles
will however be overcome as uptake of the
technology grows,” says Robinson.
In the meantime, late model Mitsubishi
PHEV owners who have properties or
businesses with 3-phase power and who
charge their vehicles on night rates or
via an alternative generation source, can
now potentially store that cheap power in
their vehicle’s battery and pass it back into
their premises when electricity prices are
higher. MMNZ has come a long way in recent
years and is certainly on a charge up the sales
charts and set to become a front runner when
it comes to looking beyond electric vehicles
as just simply being a mode of transport.

*According to 2018 NZ government figures "…a Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV battery
has a total power capacity of up to 20kWh, which is about the daily power consumption
of an average Kiwi household with two adults and two children."

CUL-DE-SAC LIVING

Negotiation
36 Carina Way, Whitianga
Whitianga’s lifestyle encompasses walks to the beach with a safe and family
friendly neighbourhood to stroll home to and at 36 Carina Way we have all that
and more. This 4 bedroom Platinum home received Code of Compliance in Dec
2016. In the approx. 162sqm of floor plan the features include open plan living,
master ensuite, family bathroom, attached double garage with internal access.
The home is kitted out with Fisher and Paykel appliances, an Electrolux central
vacuum system and an Attic Ladder in the garage giving access to abundant
ceiling storage space. The section has room to park the caravan or boat, throw
in a sizeable covered bbq area and a solid garden shed all on a manageable
approx 500sqm of land. This makes for the perfect place to enjoy the spoils of
an oceans bounty.
Adam Collier | 027 314 8005

North Real Estate are a proud sponsor of Adam Collier
whom is taking part in the 2022 Firefighter Sky Tower
Challenge to raise funds for Kiwi’s living with Blood Cancer.
We are a business that recognise the importance of
volunteer’s and we support Adam and the Whitianga
Volunteer Fire Brigade.
Scan the QR code above to sponsor Adam today!

57 ALBERT STREET, WHITIANGA PH 07 866 4149

northrealestate.co.nz
Licensed REAA 2008
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49 Albert Street, Whitianga
whitianga@richardsons.co.nz

07 866 2373

www.richardsons.co.nz

BRIAN TUNNICLIFFE MOTOR GROUP
Sale Enquiries
Nicole Lowe 021 902 166

$23,990
2017 Mitsubishi ASX
Xls 2.0P Cvt Station Wagon

$39,990
2021 Nissan Navara
St 2.3D Auto

$24,990
2019 LDV G10
Cargo 2.4 Petrol Manual

$21,990
2017 SsangYong Actyon
Workmate 2WD Auto

$15,990
2013 Honda Fit
Hybrid Hatchback

21 Campbell street, Whitianga
Chris Ward M: 027 476 1828
Issue 1012
699 - -2726July
July2016
2022

$6,990
2009 Suzuki SX4
Glxha2 Ltd 4WD Auto

07 866 2499

Fiona Kettlewell M: 021 299 5506

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Page 15

Call now to view or see advertised open homes

www.ballandco.nz

W
NE ING
T
LIS
122 Buffalo Beach Road, Whitianga

2 Norma Way, Whitianga

18 Roseberry Place, Whitianga

40 Spikes Way, Whitianga

• 5 x studio, 3 x 1 bdrm & 3 bdrm penthouse/views.
• Modern, diligently maintained & well equipped.
• Options for investors, operators & beach
life-stylers.
FOR SALE Price by Negotiation (plus GST if any)
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

• Large WELL PRICED “Waterways” section - ask me.
• surrounded by quality new homes - desirable
neigbourhood.
• Flat rectangular 766 sqm (MOL) site: cul-de-sac location.
• Easy to CBD, beach, boat ramps and school: convenience.
FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private or see advertised open ‘walk-ons’
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

• Sunny & modern 4 bdrm Waterways family/
executive home.
• Heated floors, heat-pump, DVS, solar-power & more.
• Internal access double garaging PLUS off-street
parking.
FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

• Contemporary coastal retreat with lovely water/
sea-view setting.
• Guest/family accommodation wing with decking
& access to front
• Internal access garaging PLUS extensive boat/
vehicle parking.
FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

Scan barcode to view property details

Barcode and more photos to come

Scan barcode to view property details

Scan barcode to view property details

5b Pohutukawa Grove, Whitianga

12 Miro Place, Whitianga

22 Catherine Crescent, Whitianga

Lot 1, 247 Cook Drive, Whitianga

• Sunny seaview 3 bdrm coastal beach/bush
retreat… just relax.
• Gorgeous ‘mature bush & park-like’ setting with
lovely edibles.
• Highly sought-after secluded & elevated ‘Grove’
cul-de-sac.
FOR SALE $1,290,000
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

• Bright full of delight stunning sea-view 3 bdrm
beach-style home.
• Large 876m2 (MOL) section with lovely park/bush
setting.
• Highly desirable elevated “Centennial Heights”
cul-de-sac position.
FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private tours or see advertised opens
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

• Light and spacious three bedroom family home
and investment.
• Northerly & sunny with heat-pump & solar/electric
water-heating.
• Large separate garaging with possibilities PLUS
off-street parking.

• Affordable sunny 3drm 2 bthrm family home with
seaward views.
• Flat fenced freehold section (subject to title);
reserve next door & walk to beach.
• Well-regarded Cook Dr location - easy to town
centre amenities.
FOR SALE Price by Negotiation
Call now for private viewings - thank you
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

Scan barcode to view property details

Scan barcode to view property details

What the client’s say

“Has worked very hard and
kept us continually up-to-date.
Rob has changed my opinion
of land agents.”
Ruth H, Whitianga

SOLD... for results like this... call Ball & Co Realty
Well done to our lovely vendors and purchasers
Rob Ball 021 0238 9767
Ange Ball: 021 131 8525

A huge appreciative real estate thank you to all our clients, customers, colleagues,
friends and family for your loyalty, trust and support over the last year or so…
We really appreciate you and here’s a rough snapshot in numbers

Scan barcode to view property details

Rob Ball & Ange Ball

Negotiators, listeners, advisors

Rob - M: 021 0238 9767
Ange - M: 021 131 8525
rob.ball@ballandco.nz

41 SOLD list/sell/share legs - thank you
8 Record SOLD prices for valued clients (property type/sale date)
183 Open homes conducted for valued clients
51 Gifts for valued clients, customers, organisations & colleagues
2 Fundraising auctions for local organisations (19 to date) Thank you from
51 Signed written offers for valued clients
Team Ball: Rob & Ange

Licensed real estate consultants - REAA 2008

AndCo Realty 12 Limited
Licensed Agent REAA 2008
PO Box 430, 72 Albert Street, Whitianga, NZ

T B C

Tairua Bus Company
fresh ideas in transport

Having trouble getting your goods or packages
delivered on-time on the Coromandel?

CALLING ALL ARTISTS
What ever your medium - we are looking for diversity...
We are currently calling for submissions from
artists based in or connected to the Mercury Bay
geographical area to become members of and
participate in the 2023 Mercury Bay Art Escape.
This area includes;
Pauanui, Hikuai, Tairua, Hot Water Beach,
Hahei, Cooks Beach, Flaxmill Bay, Ferry
Landing, Matarangi, Whenuakite, Coroglen,
Whitianga, Wharekaho, Kuaotunu, Otama,
Opito Bay, Matarangi and Whangapoua.
Please submit your application online
www.mercurybay-artescape.com
Calling all artists...
Closing date: 14th August 2022

We are now offering
SAME DAY & NEXT DAY courier of mail,
small packages and oversized items.
Available on our bus services on the eastern Coromandel,
connecting to Thames, Ngatea, Pauanui,
Tairua, Hahei, Whitianga.
T B C

DOOR TO DOOR
SAME DAY DELIVERY
OVERNIGHT DELIVERY

It’s simple and easy to book online, visit:

www.tairuabus.co.nz
or contact us on
Email steve@tairuabus.co.nz
Mobile 027 211 0983
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Stan’s Stuff

By Stan Stewart, co-owner of The Mercury Bay Informer
Ukraine Trumps Global Warming

On international news services ‘global
warming’ is no longer the lead story nor
the headline pictures. Instead, images of
burning buildings and the devastation
of war head up world news. The war in
Ukraine has bumped global warning off the
top news spot.
I assume that Putin does not believe global
warming will be a threat anytime soon.
Or perhaps he reasons warming up Siberia
will be a good thing for the Russian
economy? Over the last years we have
been made aware of how each one of us
contributes to global warming. Most of us
have been examining our lifestyle in all
its facets. True there are global warming
deniers, but they are a minority. But now,
just when my friends and I are committed
to doing our bit to reduce global warming,
along comes this war.
I haven’t seen any analysis on how much
the bombs and rockets and burning cities
in Ukraine are adding to global warming.
Or maybe when it comes to global warming,
war doesn’t count?
We know that global arms manufacturers
are working overtime to meet the demand
for explosives. I wonder are any of them
working on developing ‘environmentally
friendly’ explosives - bombs and rockets which have only limited ability to harm the
atmosphere?
If future wars are inevitable as today’s

news seems to indicate, here's an idea that
should be considered. What about building
tower blocks with cladding that does not
pollute the atmosphere when it burns?
That is what happened in the disastrous
Grenfell tower fire in 2017. If non-polluting
cladding became standard, we could limit

are located are prospering. Where are these
arms manufacturers to be found? Believe
it or not, most of them are in the United
States of America. The USA, the most
Christian, church attending, God-fearing
nation on the planet, is by far the largest
arms and munitions producer in the world.

the damage done to the atmosphere when
cities are burning?
Hold it! I can’t accept the notion that
burning cities are an inevitable part of
our future. However, war is big business.
The order books of global arms
manufacturers are full at this time.
Communities where arms manufacturers

This nation produces twice as much as the
next closest arms manufacturer, Russia.
I have reread the amazing farewell
address given by Dwight D. Eisenhower
on January 17, 1961 when he concluded
his presidency of the USA. He warned the
American people of the growing power
and influence ‘of the huge industrial and

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT &
YACHT MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS

Executive Housekeeping
Executive Housekeeping
Lawnmowing & gardening
Lawnmowing & gardening
Arrival set up & Departure
Arrival set up & Departure
breakdown
breakdown
Home provisioning
Home provisioning
Exterior maintenance
Exterior
&
repairsmaintenance
& repairs
Overall estate management
Overall estate management

military machinery’. Well this leviathan has
increased dramatically since Eisenhower’s
day. Now it is a major factor in the
prosperity of the world’s richest nation.
Certainly, world peace would cost a lot of
American jobs.
What about me? Do I have any part to
play in this darkening scene of hate and
conflict? Am I just a hopeless spectator?
I don’t think so!
Years ago, I read a piece by a Vietnamese
Buddhist nun whose name I have now
forgotten. As far as I am concerned it hit
the spot. She said when it comes to world
peace, world hunger etcetera, it was a
mistake for individuals to focus on the ‘big’
picture - the global problem. The scale
and scope of these problems are so huge
that the individual is overwhelmed. All the
individual can do is to sink back into non
action and depression.
“Focus on the small picture, where you
can make a difference” she wrote. “In a
way, what you can achieve in your small
picture effects the big picture.”
This may sound weird but I believe it.
You want to work for world peace? Focus
on the small picture, where you can make a
difference. We all have a circle of influence.
If we work for peace and understanding in
this environment, somehow we will make
a difference to the whole. Hang onto that
thought.

Complete vessel management
Complete vessel management
Boat washing service
Boat washing service
Exterior detailing
Exterior detailing
Interior detailing
Interior detailing
Yacht provisioning
Yacht provisioning
Updating & upgrading equipment
Updating & upgrading equipment
Engine service & repairs
Engine service & repairs
Captain & crewing
Captain & crewing

Now accepting new clients.

Experience

THE ELITE DIFFERENCE

Morgan
025&05777
Toniinterest
021 027
77356
Find 021
out more
register| your
online.
www.elitemgmt.co.nz
www.elitemgmt.co.nz

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
Issue 1012 - 26 July 2022

CALL TODAY: 07 866 0606
The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Page 17

Crossword
© Lovatts Puzzles

Crossword Puzzle 1012
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 12:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
1

2

3

7

9

4

10

Coastline Pool and Spa Ltd

- Sales

11

16

17

21

23

6

8

12

15

5

13

19

Chemicals • Pumps
Filters•Covers•Heaters

- Service
- Maintenance

14

20

18

P - (07) 211 9445
Nathan - 021 653 907

22

info@spapool.co.nz

24

DOWN
ACROSS
1. Long claws
1. Encroach
2. Was loyal to, ... with
5. Enthusiasm
3. Crisp fruit
7. Praise highly
4. Region
5. Walking corpse
8. Smallpox scar
6. Points out similarity
9. Hypodermic syringe 10. Leave room
12. Arduous experiences 11. Letterhead insignia
12. Belonging to us
15. Open-air
13. Paint roughly
19. Hates
14. As well
21. Re-used
15. Musical dramas
16. Give (to charity)
(old material)
17. Parentless child
22. Solo
18. Rise
23. Of sound mind
19. Certify (accounts)
20. Slice down the middle
24. Chatted
Last week’s Crossword solution

Last week’s winner - Helen Rapana

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA.
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What’s On In the next few weeks
Please note, all activities and events are
dependent on Covid-19 restrictions and may be
cancelled AT short notice
Regular Activities/Events
Justices of the Peace
Barbara Blair: Phone (07) 866 5181 or (021) 310 351
Bess Kingi Edmonds: Phone (07) 866 5277
Derek Collier: Phone (027) 436 8444
Noel Hewlett: Phone (021) 177 4852
David Harvey: Phone (021) 177 4852
Peter Bould: Phone (021) 923 198
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday,
9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
St Andrew’s Church Op-shop
Owen Street, Whitianga. Open every Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday, 9:00am - 1:00pm.
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open
Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am
- 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed
for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen
due to Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
Whitianga Toy Library
Whitianga Social Services building, 2 Cook Drive. Hours:
Monday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Tuesday 2:30pm - 4:30pm,
Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30pm, Thursday 2:30pm 4.30pm, Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm. Phone the librarian on
027 410 9829 for more information.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at
6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more
information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on
(07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information.
For those affected by someone else’s drinking.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social
Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other

people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street
from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games,
housie, etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian
Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various
times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify
their computers and to learn more about new
communications and information technology. For more
information contact Sheryl Carruthers on (021) 022 62504
or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00
noon. At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the
diesel truck stop. All welcome.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm
at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us
for a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone
Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Mercury Bay Quilters
Meets from 10:00am-4:00pm on the first and thrid
Mondays and second and fourth Saturdays of each month.
2 Cook Drive (Social Services building). Contact Margaret
on 021 140 4016.
Whitianga Creative Fibre
Spin, knit, weave, crochet. Meets first and third Wednesday
of every month, 10:00am to 1:00pm, supper room
of Mercury Bay Hall. Phone: (07) 866 3225 or 0272565016.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at
the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more
information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on
(021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more
information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F
White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free
entry. Visitors welcome.

Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm - 6:00pm in Room
10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat
well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight
wisely. Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on
(027) 294 1750 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town
Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more
information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every
Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is
also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as an
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs
$5 per session, which includes equipment and training.
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact
Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the
Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome.
Phone Anne on (07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more
information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at
the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome.
Phone Carol on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday
at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook
Drive, Whitianga. For more information phone Gavin on
(07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the
Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Kūaotunu Dune Care
Meets every third Wednesday of the month. Protecting
the dunes by removing weeds and rubbish and planting
native dune plants. If you would like to get involved
please emailkuaotunudunecare@gmail.com to get on the
emailing list.

TEST
DRIVE
NOW

Cooks Beach Care Group
Meet new friends, learn about conservation and make a
difference. We meet for hands-on weeding and planting
Thursdays, 9 - 11am. Text Adele on 021 201 6625 or
register on www.cooksbeachcare.org.nz.
Mercury Bay Environmental Trust
Meets every Tuesday and Friday from 9:00am-11:00am,
location advised prior. Volunteering with nature is excellent
for general well-being and helps protect our coastal
environment, and a great way to make new friends. For
more info or to get involved, please go to www.mbet.co.nz
or email mbenvironmentaltrust@gmail.com.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am
- 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on
(07) 866 3264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more
information.
American Muscle Street & Custom Club Whitianga
Club meetings first Sunday of the month, 11:00am at
Smittys for cars and coffee. Phone Reg and Julie Smith
on 027 493 5822.
“Live Well Plant Based Cooking Workshops” First
Sunday of month, 2:00pm - 3:30pm. 7 August - Town Hall,
4 September - Town Hall, 6 October - Town Hall. Register
for free. Text/call 022 354 4069 and/or just come along.

SPECIAL Events
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN

Saturday, 15 October. Five distances
ranging from 5km - 42.2km. See
whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more
information and to enter.
Whitianga Firemen's Stair Challenge
Sunday 31 July, 10:00am - 2:00pm,
Whitianga Town Plaza (next to the Skate
Park). Mussel fritters for sale. A fundraiser.
Ladies Night Charity Event
Friday, 5 August, 4:00pm, Stihl Shop
2/1 Blacksmith Lane. Ask for Sandy.

15 Cambell Street, Whitianga
07 866 2245 or 027 4736114
www.autobarnwhitianga.co.nz

Autobarn are your
Isuzu Parts &
Service Agency
on the Coromandel
Peninsula

• Repairs • Servicing • Diagnostics
• Warrant of Fitness • Batteries
ning
n
i
• Warranty and Fleet Work
rd w barn
a
w
• Member of Auto Super
a
o
the at Aut hat all
n
Shoppes NZ
i
ive
ted see w out!
• MTA Assured
st dr loca
Paeroa 07 862 8715 | Thames 07 868 9591

TOWING & TRANSPORT
SERVICES

Contact Steve 022 349 4868

HIAB SERVICES

Contact Mavis 027 439 4597
EMAIL
tow.whitianga@gmail.com
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Sudoku

MERV GEORGE
PLUMBING
& DRAINAGE

LTD

2022

Sudoku Puzzle 1012

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail
or scan and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 12:00pm on Monday each week.
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Merv George
Plumbing
Established
1983

Your local plumber for
all your plumbing and
drainage needs.

Merv George
Plumber
since
1970

• Residential
• Commercial
• New Builds
• Maintenance
• Solar

Contact the team on 027 452 1298 or mgpdwhitianga@gmail.com

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once.

6

2

5
1
1 2 8 4
3
9

4
2 7 3
1
6

HEAT PUMPS
COMMUNICATIONS
AUDIO VISUAL
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
Ph. 022 380 1874

eccleselectrical.whitianga@gmail.com

5
2
9 6 7 5 8
Last week’s solution

4
6
3
5
7
2
9
1
8

7
2
5
1
9
8
3
6
4

9
8
1
6
4
3
5
2
7

6
7
4
2
1
5
8
3
9

2
1
9
3
8
4
6
7
5

5
3
8
9
6
7
1
4
2

8
4
6
7
3
9
2
5
1

1
5
7
8
2
6
4
9
3

3
9
2
4
5
1
7
8
6

Last week’s winner - Michael Hyder

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Koinā tō pai.” - “That’s what's good about you.”

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.
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Fishing Report

Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel (07) 867 1280
Well, we certainly have had a fair share of
rough weather over the last week with some
significant South East winds, swells and
king tides throughout the week, mixed with
a few opportunistic days thrown into the
mix. It doesn’t look like improving over the
next week or so, wind moving west to south
east will mean not so nice conditions on the
eastern side with the easterly swells looking
to increase from the start of the week.
Hopefully, we will be in for some decent
fishing weather by next weekend. Stirred up
water always brings the crays out, so set your
pots in those 10-20m holes with plenty of
fresh bait. (Save your fish frames and heads
for this.) There are snapper and kingfish south

toward Slipper Island on the shallow reefs at
the moment, in 15-30m of water. Use your
live bait with 10/0 circle hooks through the
nose and use 6-8oz sinkers to get them down
there.
Use size 12 sabikis to catch your live bait
in the bay 7-10m of water usually - look for
shags diving, that’s the best fish finder you
can use, if they are there and not on the bite,
use a slither of squid on each hook to get
them on the bite. Pilchards are prevalent in
the bay currently.
Use 8/0s with whole squid or pillys of the
back of the boat and 2oz sinkers of stray
lines for these (the sinkers will not only
help get down to the snapper, but also get

bait away from seabirds (they are forever on
the scrounge as we all know). 8/0 hooks are
good for larger fish and avoid smaller fish
swallowing the hooks. Speaking of seabirds,
albatross are turning up in numbers and are
very hungry. They will take dead bait on
hooks, so be careful. A good idea is to throw
some bait in the opposite direction to where
you are casting, to distract the bird(s) from
your hooks.
Set your lines and drift across the reefs
adjusting your line depths as required as not
to snag on the bottom, (multi-coloured braid
is good for this).
Remember, do your trip reports with
Coastguard and ensure you have all of your
safety gear.
With a few rough days forecast, it’s a good
time to maintain your boat and your gear.
Keep an eye on the weather, it can change
in an instant. If in doubt, don’t go out.
Help sustain our fishing grounds and only
take what you need.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz

Thumbs Up

A Thumbs Up to the
ferry master who
rescued my kayak
and paddle as they
drifted out to sea
after my grandson
and I capsized in the river on
Monday, 18 July. After checking
that we were okay, he gave
chase to the kayak and paddle
and successfully thwarted their
attempt to visit South America.
Stuart and Hunter Dean

WOF, SERVICING, ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS,
BRAKES, SUSPENSION, BATTERIES & DIAGNOSTICS.
65 COOK DRIVE, WHITIANGA
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Brain Teaser - Binary Puzzle
© Lovatts Puzzles

Brain Teaser Puzzles 1012

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email your
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, Whitianga or
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 12:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s Brain Teasers solution - Anagram Puzzle

PLACE
OBESE
WINDY
EIGHT
RAVEN
Mystery keyword - POWER
Last week’s winner - Susan Jones

Whitianga Hardware

67 Cook Drive, Whitianga
whhka@xtra.co.nz • 07 866 5767 or 027 527 2993
CHECK OUT
MY HOODIE

KA IW AK A
CL OT HI NG

• SHORTS
• RAINCOATS
• LEGGINGS
VIEW OUR RANGE IN STORE

Last week’s winner -
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Mercury Bay Football Club
The World Cup and a great opportunity for Mercury Bay Club
Our local Mercury Bay Football Club is
excited to be a part of the New Zealand
Football Federation’s (NZF) biggest ever
fundraiser for the New Zealand football
community.
This year the Football Federation is
trying something new using the opportunity
that this year’s World Cup in Doha, Qatar
presents. They are intending to run a
nationwide lottery for the chance to win
a trip of a lifetime to the World Cup. Each
ticket will allow the purchaser two chances
to win. The raffle will have a maximum of
90,000 tickets. NZFC aims through this

lottery to assist approximately 400 football
clubs and schools throughout the country
with a fundraising campaign where each of
the clubs has an opportunity to fundraise.
The prize is one of eight double passes to the
Football World Cup in Doha, Qatar later this
year. Two double passes will be available to
each of the four large regions and MBFC is
part of the Waikato/Bay of Plenty (WaIBP)
region. As well as locals getting the chance
to travel to the World Cup, for every $20
ticket purchased, Mercury Bay Football
Club (MBFC) will receive $10 which it can
invest back into the four main pillars of their

programme; girls/womens, social impact or
innovation paces.
“This is not a normal part of our fund
raising,” says Dean Allen, President of the
Mercury Bay Football Club, but to receive
for our club $10 for very $20 ticket sold, it’s a
good offer.” Dean has shared the information
with the local clubs in town (netball, cricket,
rugby etc), but they want to encourage and
involve Informer readers to help the young
people. Dean added, “We have 90 juniors
and more than 20 in the 15 years and over
age group. We have a very good club of
young people who love the game.

“People need to purchase their ticket in the
lottery in this way. It takes five minutes.”
says Dean.
First, you need to go online (ask a
grandchild or teenager if you are challenged
in this way) and go to the website: www.
footballfoundation.org.nz. Click the link
to Buy A Ticket. Then select the region:
WAIBOP (Waikato, Bay of Plenty). Then
select the club to receive the $10 which in
this case is Mercury Bay FC.
The Informer will provide progressive
updates on this project.

The Junior Girls and Boys versus the Red Devils.
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This last weekend gathered over 100 children
and their families and members of the
wider community for the annual Whitianga
Pig Hunting Club’s (WPHC) family event
advertised as Take A Kid Hunting.
It is a family event because no child under
16 can go on their own. Children were in a
team of up to four members and most teams
had a try at catching all three creatures over
the weekend - pigs, possums or rabbits.
There was also the snapper to catch and it
was pointed out to the Informer that this
was the only ‘non pest’ caught as part of
the weekend. From 2pm Sunday, at the end
of their hunt, everyone arrives at Coroglen
Pub for the weighing in, counting, sorting
of the carcasses, games, competitions for
the children, prize giving, a great barbecue
and generous amounts of beer and chat.
There were 106 children who entered the
hunt, coming from all over the Waikato and
Coromandel Peninsula with the hosts and
organisers and a large contingent being from
the local area.
At surface value, this very successful
may not seem like the most cultural or
environmental friendly activity to do on the
surface but it is quite the opposite. Right
down to the youngest child, there is awareness
of these creatures hunted being pests to the
natural environment. Culturally the children
are very attentive to their elders in this
purposeful bush activity, and in a practical
way are learning hunting and gathering,
health and safety (survival) skills that few
city children would have. The children are
very involved but the full commitment of
the parents who must guarantee their safety

is very evident. One of the parents, Cody
Hamilton went on the hunt with his daughter,
Frankie eight, his son Ryder, 6, and a niece
and nephew, Slade. His daughter, Mila, two
years was in a possum hunting team. “This
is harder than an adult hunt, because you
have to keep the pace of the children and
make sure they are all with you and safe.
As for the pigs, everyone takes their pig away
or they give it away. We have a lot of pork
here and it’s a lot of work to prepare the meat
ready for cooking and then eating. Actually,
most of us know how to be a butcher. People
like me have been doing this all our lives.”
Cody smiles.
Liana Johnston added, “This has been
much bigger and busier than we expected.
It’s a great turn out. We have great support
from local business and private residents
in the area, especially when it comes to the
prizes for the children. The club has spent
over $1,200 on prizes and the local business
sponsorships have made the rest possible.
It’s a community effort.” As well as enabling
the development of skills and experience
for the younger generation, this community
event values the contribution of the children,
and the prizes they receive say everything.
They are substantial, practical and well made.
Well done to the organisers, the parents, their
children and the sponsors.

Hunt results:
Heaviest boar: Kaia Maddox with her dad. 65.3kg.
(15 boar weighed but more caught.)
Heaviest possum: Ellie Gaskell 4.475kg. 83 caught.
Heaviest rabbit: Frankie Hamilton 2.005kg.
29 caught.
Heaviest snapper: Angus Mackereth 3.5 kg.
23 caught.

Photos clockwise from top left: Ray Mackereth, 8 years, with his Dad, proudly shows the pig
he caught. Liana Johnston, editor/secretary and Colin Harris, patron and founding member
pleased with the result of the hard work. Aria, Ava and Olly survey the catch of possums.
The crowd cheers Archie carrying the boar carcass for the pig obstacle course. Ellie Gaskell,
5 years, with her Mum, winners of the heaviest possum caught - 4.475kg.
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The St John Siren

Classifieds and Public Notices
WANTED TO RENT

St John - top tips to looking after yourself this winter
Winter has arrived in force, with flu,
COVID-19 and respiratory illnesses putting
increasing pressure on the health system,
including St John Ambulance.
St John anticipated an increase in winter
illnesses following the lifting of pandemic
restrictions, particularly flu and respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV), on top of the ongoing
Omicron outbreak. In response, St John
stood up a small Emergency Operations
Centre (EOC) to monitor workload across
the country, adding or moving resources as
required to meet demand.
While high demand is not unusual in winter,
it has come earlier than predicted this year.
St John wants to reassure everyone will receive
the emergency and acute care they need, but is
also calling on people to be winter-ready by:
Keeping up healthy habits (mask wearing,
physical distancing, washing hands etc) to
prevent spread of viruses and germs.
Staying home if you have a respiratory
illness, even if it isn’t COVID-19.

Getting your flu jab and being up to date with
other vaccinations
Preparing a winter wellness kete for when
you, a friend or family member, become ill
and need to stay home.
If you or anyone you know does become
unwell and needs health advice or care, please
call your GP or Healthline for non-life or
limb-threatening problems. Where people do
request an ambulance for a non-life or limbthreatening problem, they can expect a call
back from a registered nurse or paramedic,
who will provide the same care and advice that
would otherwise be afforded if an ambulance
crew attended.
Winter wellness kete: vitamin C,
paracetamol and ibuprofen for fever,
headache and body aches, honey or lozenges
for a sore throat, vapour rubs and a humidifier,
electrolyte rehydration solution or salts for
vomiting or diarrhoea, tissues, hand sanitiser,
a thermometer, fruits and veges.

ELDERLY, SOLVENT, QUIET TENANT WANTING LONG TERM RENTAL
OF AN UNFURNISHED HOUSE WITH GARAGE. RENT WILL BE PAID
IN ADVANCE FOR THE FIRST YEAR. PLEASE PHONE 07 866 5806.
situations vacant

•
•
•
•
•

SHOP ASSISTANT - THE GLASS HOUSE EMPORIUM
25 Albert Street, Whitianga
We require a part-time shop assistant to join our busy emporium.
A minimum of two days per week plus weekend work is available.
Applicants need to:
Have excellent communication skills with customers and fellow team members.
Be able to work independently and have a “can do” attitude.
Have a neat and tidy appearance.
Be fit and healthy as some heavy lifting is required.
Be flexible with regard to working hours and weekend rosters.
Product knowledge of harberdashery and/or hardware would be an advantage,
but not essential.
Please apply by either emailing theglasshouse25@yahoo.com
or calling instore giving us a brief description of yourself
and your previous work experience.

Hot Water Beach Garden Centre Ltd
Formerly Bulk Landscape Supplies & Garden Centre Ltd
72 Link Road, Hot Water Beach RD1, Whitianga
A position has become available.
We are a seven day a week business open 9:00am to 4:30pm.
We are looking for a person with a passion for gardening combined with exceptional
customer service skills. A good level of physical fitness and the ability to heavy lift
repeatedly is required.
Hours are 9:00am to 4:30pm, Wednesday to Saturday.
If you think this role would suit your skills then apply by email to the Manager.
Megan Semmens - meganblsupplies@yahoo.com. Please include a current CV.

PUBLIC NOTICES

mercury bay athletic club
agm 2022
Tuesday, 2 August, 5:30pm at
Grace O’Malleys Irish Inn back room.
Contact president, Alana Baker,
for more information:
021 051 7455 or
mercurybayathletics@gmail.com.

Classifieds and Public Notices
IN MEMORIAM

cooper
Bernice Janet (Bernice)
Died on July 26, 2015.
Born January 17, 1940.
In memory of a loving
and dedicated wife, mother,
grandma and friend.
We miss you so very much.
Rest in peace beautiful lady.

PUPPIES FOR SALE
GERMAN SHORT-HAIR CROSS
FEMALE PUPS READY NOW
$350 each
Contact Jo 027 290 2787

BOAT FOR SALE
12FT FYRAN 8hp
JOHNSON GALV TRAILER
NEW IMPELLER, RUNS WELL
$2200 ono
Phone 07 866 0543 or 021 1460 143

RSVP by Monday, 25 July.
We are actively looking for new
coaches and volunteers
and a sponsorship officer
to start asap.

KIWIFRUIT PRUNERS
WANTED
Outdoor work until August,
located in Coroglen.
Full training provided.
Starting at $21.20/hour.
Call Jen on 021 127 9174
PUBLIC NOTICES

AGM

Wednesday, 3rd Aug
grey power mercury bay
coffee/tea morning
Thursday, 4 August, 10:30am
Town Hall Annex (supper room).
All welcome but please
wear masks.
Any queries phone Sandra
022 526 8127

12:30pm - 1:00pm
@ 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga

Everyone is invited to
attend the meeting

For any questions or to RSVP:
whiti.toylibrary@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL TYRE EXPERTS.
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Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 07 866 5693
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.
Ph: 0800 944 660
STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
Container It Self Storage, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

CHURCH SERVICES

WORK WANTED

(021) 781 081

WINDOW CLEANING

DAVE’S
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.
Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

St Andrew’s by the Sea
Presby/Methodist Church
Albert St Whitianga (Est.1898)

COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am
Come, join us! Bring the family!
Parish Secretary:
ph 022 132 2061
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

All welcome
Whitianga SDA Fellowship
First Saturday of the month 10:00am,
at the Town Hall.
Every other Saturday: 9B Hannan Road.
Tony Donald 022 354 4069
Community Representative
Pr Axel 021 327 003

HOLISTIC HEALTH
INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS
SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT
VERNA (027) 320 0079

vernacarrspiritualhealing.com
Page 26

for sale

MIKE’S MOWING

FIREWOOD
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$130 cube delivered
Phone 027 594 2155

Fortnightly or monthly mowing.
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678
or 027 320 1703.

GUM FIREWOOD
$160/cube
Phone Jimmy 021 063 2037

Rubbish Removal
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Shed stored $130/m3
Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu,
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033
or (07) 867 1361
FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.
Phone (07) 866 3026
or text (027) 866 3026

coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188
Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz

HOUSE WASHING

House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway,
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen
clean and treatment, exterior window
cleaning or general waterblasting,
100m hose so access no problem.
Cover the whole peninsula.
Phone 0800 747 787
or Andy direct 027 313 4386

land available
GRAZING AVAILABLE
Trough water, up to 80 head.
Phone 021 063 2037

for rent
12m catamaran
MARINA berth for rent
Phone 021 450 579
The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

WANTED

Vehicles
wanted

Top cash paid for any
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS, 4X4s,
CARS - dead or alive,
damaged, de-registered,
mechanical problem,
no WOF - we buy it.

Call 0800 333 398
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Sport Results
MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 21 July
Winners: Ian Sanderson and Sandie Morris
Runners-up: Wayne McNeill and Lionel Lawrence Good
Sports: Merle Ward, Colleen Taberner and Shirley Marshall
THE HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Tuesday,19 July 2022
Week 2- Cooks Beach Pairs
North/South: 1 Robyn and Peter Hogg 69.27,
2 Peter France and Myra Hoogwerf 58.85, 3 Denis Knutson
and Angela Butterworth 51.04.
East/West: 1 Frank Geoghegan and Don Barry 57.50,
2 Barry Scott and Judie Johnson 55.63, 3 Penelope Aston
and Ann Scott 54.38.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 18 July
North/South: 1 Diny Naus and Lynnette Flowers 56.00,
2 Celia Young and Nolene Kirkpatrick 53.33, 3 Susan
Patterson and Anne Knowles 50.67.
East/West: 1 Robyn Waters and David Wilkinson 55.83,
2 equal Lee Hughes and Sonia Botica; Chris Death and Liz
Young 51.67.
MERCURY BAY CLUB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 20 July
Best of three frames:
A good field of 12 that day and it was Wayne Malcolm,
Dave Colman and Forrest Littlejohn with two straight wins
each to challenge the finals. Dave won the drawn bye so
Wayne and Forrest met in the semi-final and a great frame
this was with Wayne 30 odd points behind and clawing
his way back to it coming down to the last couple of balls.
But Forrest took the win and moved on to meet Dave in
the Final. Forrest was really on form and easily took the
win, his fourth that day and the $25 grocery voucher. Dave
Colman was runner up and with two wins were Wayne
Malcolm, Peter Challis, Willie Jones and Ian Baumgren.
No high break recorded on Wednesday.
Saturday 23 July
Best of three frames:
10 players on Saturday and I was Warren Bellingham,
Phil Jones and Peter Schultz with two straight wins each
to challenge the finals. Warren won the alley drawn bye
so Peter and Phil contested the semi-final, a very close
game but Peter took the win to move into the final against
Warren. But Club Champion Peter was on great form and
won the frame with his fourth win and the $25 grocery
voucher. Runner up was Warren Bellingham and with two
wins were Phil Jones, Bob Haase and Barry Roach. Doug
Pascoe had the highest break of 24.

MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
July Competition Round 1 - Wednesday 20 July
North/South: 1 Don Barry & Tadek Gawor 67.1, 2 Robyn
Hogg & Giorgio Allemano 56.3, 3 Gavin Hedwig & Kate
Palmano 50.0. East/West: 1 Geoff Jervis & Ischelle
Stevenson 62.9, 2 Rose Tegg & Sheryll Roberts 53, 3 Anne
Knowles & Amy Hyde 51.7.
Winter Competition Round 1 - Thursday 21 July
Results: 1 Amy Hyde & Bob Schibli 68.8, 2 Geoff Jervis
& Hilary Scott 64.6, 3 Rose Tegg & Julie Rutledge 54.2.
GOLF NEWS
The Dunes Golf and Community Club Matarangi is Ivan
Adam’s home turf. He is only 14 years of age and this past
week, he played in Palm Springs in the Future Champions
Golf (FCG) age group World Championships. Ivan finished
the tournament in the top half of his field showing
incredible maturity in very difficult heat conditions.
He was in good spirits despite reporting it was not the
result he was after. His community of Matarangi is very
proud of Ivan and so are we.

Underdogs become fifth in New Zealand
They were a small team of five - the Thames Valley
Basketball Association. Four boys came from Coromandel
Town and one came from Whitianga, Mickey Moses.
Across the way, was another small team of five - the
Te Aroha basketball Association. Uniting was the only
way forward and so the coaches of the two teams gained
permission from the Basketball Association of New
Zealand to combine. Now they had a team of ten players in
the under15’s and could train for the regional tournament.
It meant their coach, Dave Hopai had to travel to Te Aroha
from Coromandel town every Sunday for their training.
Dave would take the boys or Mickey Moses’ parents from
Whitianga would do the job; drive over the range to meet
the team travelling from Coromandel. It was a five hour
commitment every Sunday.
The combined team entered the Mid-North Zone
Tournament which covers Waikato, Waikato Country,
Taupo, Rotorua, Tauranga. They didn’t expect to qualify for
the finals but they won nearly all their games and came

second only to Waikato. This was an exciting achievement
because it meant the team qualified for the national
finals in Auckland and they were to play against the top
Under 15’s teams in the country - Southland, Canterbury,
North Harbour etcetera.
Almost beyond their imagination, the Thames Valley/
Te Aroha combined team came 5th in the national finals
and the only game they lost was against Waikato. But with
the way their games were positioned, it meant fifth place
and Waikato was the national winner. Congratulations
are in order for the coaches and the boys (Thames Valley
boys are Mickey Moses (Whitianga), Kael Marsh, Te Mauri
Renata, Tane Kereopa, and Cole Hopi (Coromandel town).
Dave says, “We did not expect to qualify and then we
had an opportunity we normally would not have had.
The boys have used that opportunity to work very hard
and build a really strong team. We will keep on building
on this momentum.”

Ivan Adams in Palm Springs

cinemas
MERCURY TWIN

1a Lee Street,
Whitianga
Phone 867 1001

The home of

BIG SCREEN
t

entertainmen
del
an1001
orom
1a Lee Street, Whitianga
Phone
867
on the|C
For our latest screening schedule and trailers go to
Or
follow
us on:

www.mercurytwincinemas.com
https://www.facebook.com/MTCWhitianga
https://www.instagram.com/mtc_mercurytwincinemas
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