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A message in a bottle written by Mercury Bay Area School student, Annabelle Kline,  
was found ashore three months after it had been thrown overboard when her  

father sailed between Wellington and Whitianga.

“Today is your lucky day”
By Jack Biddle

The year was 1987 and a 22-year-old sailor 
by the name of Jonathan Kline was onboard 
a yacht sailing between the Panama Canal 
and Nuku Hiva, a 4,000 mile (6,500km) 
voyage across one of the most desolate 
sections of ocean on the planet. It was at the 
halfway point, 2,000 miles from the nearest 
land and closer to where the astronauts on 
the international space station were orbiting 
than any other human on earth, that Jonathan 
decided to throw a message in a bottle over 
the side of the vessel. He then watched it float 
away to places unknown, but hoping one day 
it might be retrieved in some faraway place.  

The opening line of the message was, 
“Today is your lucky day.”

Two years later while working as a school 
teacher in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Jonathan 
received a blue with red flecked striped 
airmail letter. There were no emails back then. 
The letter opened with the words, “Today is 
your lucky day.”  

A young boy in Micronesia, an island nation 
in the western Pacific Ocean, had found the 
bottle with Jonathan’s letter in it and had 
taken it to show his missionary teacher. 
Jonathan was teaching high school English 
at the time and via the postal service, he and 
his class made contact with the teacher’s class 
in Micronesia and exchanged letters on who 
they were and what they did.

It’s a story that Jonathan, who later became 
an international superyacht captain and is 
now the head sailing coach and commodore 
of the Mercury Bay Boating Club in 
Whitianga, says had always captivated 
both his son and daughter. “My 10-year-
old daughter, Annabelle, in particular had 
always found the whole story of my message 
in a bottle experience as something of a 
fairy tale and somewhat magical,” he says.  
“She often wondered if history could ever 
repeat itself if she were to pen a letter herself, 
place it in a bottle and have it tossed overboard 
somewhere on the high seas. Her first bottle 
she gave to Carl Reinsfield, skipper of the 
local yacht, Pterodactyl, and it was thrown 
overboard at the back of Cuvier Island 
in 2019. To date there has been no reply.  
The second letter in a bottle was handed to 
me when I was due to sail from Wellington to 

Whitianga in November last year.”
“Today is your lucky day…. You have 

found a message in a bottle,” Annabelle 
wrote. “My name is Annabelle Kline and I 
wrote this note in the month of November in 
the year 2021. I was 10 years old and living in 
Whitianga, New Zealand. 

“Please email me if you find this. My dad 
threw this bottle over the side of a sea ship 
named East of the Lizard. It was a black boat 
with white writing. This bottle was thrown on 
the way from Wellington to Whitianga with 
one of our friends, Fred.

“I personally love dancing, sailing and 

climbing. You may be thinking that this is a 
lot of information in a bottle of rum, but you 
never know, we could meet later on in life or 
in a another life if you believe in that stuff. 

“If we do meet in this life, then you will 
know exactly what I like to do and you can 
check if I am famous at any of them… I really 
want to become great at one of the three 
things I said. 

“Who are you?”
Jonathan threw the bottle into the water 

on a dark and stormy night when they had 
reached the East Cape and was the furthest 
away from land.  

The bottle’s journey to landfall was 
relatively short being washed up on the 
shores of Whakiki Beach, a small settlement 
on the east coast of the North Island situated 
between Gisborne and Napier, about three 
months after being cast overboard.

The washed up rum bottle caught the eye of 
Whakiki Beach local, Purua Solomon, when 
he was out on his regular quad bike patrol of 
the beach. “The bottle was wrapped in silver 
foil which caught my eye initially,” he says. 
“I certainly wasn’t expecting to see a letter 
tucked inside the bottle when I retrieved it. 
When I read young Annabelle’s letter which 
also contained her father’s contact details, 
I had a chuckle to myself and thought this 
had really been my lucky day. I eventually 
made contact with her dad to say the dancing, 
sailing and climbing enthusiast’s message in 
a bottle had made it safely to shore. 

“Who knows, one day we may have the 
opportunity to meet up, but in reality I’m 
very pleased to have played a part in seeing 
a 10-year-old girl’s hope of her message in a 
bottle reach land come true.”   

Annabelle was very excited to hear her letter 
in a bottle had been washed up and replied to. 
““You’re joking,’ were my first words when 
dad told me that he had heard from Purua,” 
she says. “I was so excited. Since hearing 
dad’s story, I have always wanted to find a 
message in a bottle myself but this is just as 
good. It would be nice to meet Purua one day 
and say thank you. He sounds like a really 
nice man.” 

Indeed a lucky day for everyone.

DAYLIGHT SAVING ENDS ON  

SUNDAY, 3 APRIL AT 3:00AM.

REMEMBER TO SET YOUR  

CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR BEFORE  

YOU GO TO BED.
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 29 March to Wednesday, 6 April: This is another good week to spot the brighter planets with four on view for early risers. Reddish Mars 
moves rapidly towards faint Saturn with the motion clearly visible from day to day, while brilliant Venus lies to the left of the pair and bright Jupiter 
is almost on the horizon. The International Space Station (ISS) also makes some morning passes. Tuesday, 29 March: A very thin crescent Moon 
sits just below and to the right of Saturn and brilliant Venus in the east at dawn. Reddish Mars lies above them with bright Jupiter almost on the 
horizon. There will be a brief ISS pass from 5:38am very low in the SE. Wednesday, 30 March: A minute crescent Moon lies directly above Jupiter 
very low in the eastern dawn sky with brilliant Venus next to Saturn higher up and reddish Mars above them all. Monday, 4 April: Reddish Mars 
sits just above Saturn in the dawn sky with brilliant Venus below and to the left, and bright Jupiter near the horizon. Tuesday, 5 April: There will be 
an extremely low ISS pass from 5:28am in the SW while Saturn and Mars are almost touching now. Wednesday, 6 April: Mars is now right beside 
fainter Saturn in the dawn sky with brilliant Venus to the left and bright Jupiter near the horizon. 

What’s happening in the night sky?

Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive

Whitianga
Tel  07  869 5990

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides

Navy helps in search for HMS Buffalo 
cannon and anchor
By Tony Stickley

The New Zealand Navy is lending its 
considerable technological skills to help track 
the course of the doomed HMS Buffalo as 
its crew battled valiantly in hurricane-force 
winds in an effort to nurse the stricken vessel 
to safety in the early hours of 28 July 1840.

Last Tuesday, seven crew from the HMNZS 
Matataua Hydrographic Unit started setting 
up for the three-week operation which will 
seek to follow the “wrecking direction”, 
looking for signs of a jettisoned cannon and 
an anchor that was cut loose from the Buffalo 
during Captain James Wood’s failed attempt 
to steer the rudderless ship out of the teeth 
of the storm to the relative shelter of the 
Whitianga Estuary.

They will also carry out the first ever 
survey of Cook’s Anchorage off Cooks 
Beach, where as the name suggests, Captain 
Cook first dropped anchor.

Getting the Navy involved to help search 
for lost items such as the cannon and anchor 
is a tribute to the dedication of the HMS 
Buffalo Re-examination Project leaders - 
Mercury Bay Museum manager, Rebecca 
Cox, and maritime archeologists, Matthew 
Gainsford and Kurt Bennett - as well as 
museum volunteers.

Rebecca said they knew the ship’s course 
very roughly from the captain’s log and other 
accounts given by the crew on board the 
Buffalo of the hours-long struggle against 
the roaring winds and raging tide before the 
ship finally ran aground on the eponymous 
Buffalo Beach.

Two lives were lost after the ship 
foundered.

Two diving surveys have been done of the 
Buffalo - and occasionally large ship timbers 
are dislodged and wash ashore during fierce 
storms - but there has never been a survey 
of the seabed for traces of what direction 
the winds carried the Buffalo in. “From the 
historical records, that is from the captain’s 

log and the logs of other crewmen stored 
with the Admiralty in London, we know 
there was a definite ‘wrecking direction’ as it 
is called,” Rebecca said.

“This is a definite path of the ship as 
recorded by those who were aboard. And the 
records state that there is possibly a cannon 

and maybe an anchor that have not been 
accounted for. Also, we know that the ship 
lost its rudder, meaning the best the crew 
could do was try to steer using the sails and 
anchors over the side. But these are things 
that have not been found.”

Two anchors were ripped from the ship in 

Some of those who attended the pōwhiri welcoming a crew from the Navy’s HMNZS Matataua Hydrographic Unit in Whitianga  
on Tuesday last week. From the left: Navy members Luke Morris and Lieutenant Jordan Markham, Mercury Bay Museum volunteer  

Wayne Myers, maritime archeologist Matthew Gainsford, Navy member Thomas Sullivan, Mercury Bay Museum manager Rebecca Cox  
and Navy members Ana-Marie Conroy, Sammi Byers, Katie de Jong and Haley Brown.
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the storm and a third later had to be cut loose, 
while a “loose” cannon had to be ditched as 
well to stop it crushing the crew or causing 
serious damage to the structure of the ship.

A few weeks after the disaster, a British 
naval vessel found two of the anchors, 
meaning there is still one more plus a cannon 
lurking somewhere in the deep. 

Rebecca said that depending on what the 
hydrographic unit came up with, they would 
be able to match the accounts from those on 
the Buffalo when it came to grief with the 
technological expertise of the Navy to have a 
clearer picture of the last hours of the stricken 
ship. “With the Navy’s help, we are hoping 
to put the historical accounts together with 
the archeological science to come up with a 
more accurate narrative of what happened to 
the Buffalo,” Rebecca said.

She said that Kurt and Matthew,  
who would be going out with the Navy as 
well, would use their skills to interpret the 
data from the hydrographic unit which 
would be doing side scans and using a 
magnetometer to detect metal objects such 
as cannons or anchors. “From the data there 
will be obvious points that will jump out and 
Matthew and Kurt will decide whether they 
need to do a dive or a survey on that point to 
see what it is,” Rebecca said.

According to Rebecca, the project team 
and volunteers at the museum were ecstatic 
to have the Navy agree to come in and help. 
“We approached the Navy last year and said 
we have got this project, and that as the 
Buffalo was a Naval ship, we were wondering 
whether they would like to take part, more as 

a training exercise for them, but also because 
it is part of an historical record,” she said. 
“We were really excited after they came back 
to us and said, ‘Yes, we would love to.’”

“And when you think about it, this project 
in collaboration with the Navy, it is about 
linking the Navy with one of its ships,  
HMS Buffalo, a Naval ship. “That is quite a 
nice link, their taking part in telling that bit  
of history. This will help tell the story of  
the ship.”

In addition to trying to help map the course 
of the Buffalo in its final hours, the Navy has 
also been asked to do a survey of Cook’s 
Anchorage, where Captain Cook’s ship, 
HMB Endeavour, dropped anchor on its 
arrival off Cooks Beach in 1769. “Curiously, 
it has never been surveyed before,” Rebecca 
said. “It became known as Cook’s Anchorage 
and was known as a safe point for other ships 
coming in to anchor. It was also a ballast 
drop, so who knows what we may find. 

“It may add more to the story, because we 
know that the Buffalo tried to use Cook’s 
Anchorage.”

Lieutenant Jordan Markham of the 
HMNZS Matataua Hydrographic Unit said 
that in trying to map the path of the Buffalo 
before she ran aground, they would be 
trialling some of their equipment and putting 
in place procedures for using it.

The Navy’s arrival in Whitianga was 
greeted with a pōwhiri led by Ngāti Hei 
kaumatua, Joe Davis, who thanked the crew 
for helping people understand the collective 
history of those who live in Mercury Bay.

Navy helps  
in Buffalo search
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OSCAR’s new team
By Suzanne Hansen

Whitianga Social Service’s OSCAR (Out 
of School Care and Recreation) programme 
has kicked 2022 off with a bang. Having 
commenced in late February, the programme 
is sporting a whole new team of enthusiastic 
and fun-loving carers, who are dedicated to 
keeping the primary school-aged children 
in their care entertained and stimulated 
after school each weekday from 3:00pm to 
5:15pm. By all accounts the kids are loving 
the new programme with some not wanting 
to leave at the end of the day. 

The team will also be offering full-day 
programmes throughout the school holidays 
to keep children whose parents are at work 
busy and active.

The three new team members are over the 
moon with their new roles. Leader, Laura 
Barnaby, is assisted by Emma Gates and Chris 
Elsley. Laura, who has three children of her 
own, joined the OSCAR team after 10 years 
as a team leader at New World Whitianga. 
With her own children attending OSCAR 
in the past, Laura has first-hand experience 
with the programme and finds her new role 
a great opportunity to spend more time with 
her children.

With a medical background as a 
phlebotomist and someone who loves kids, 
Emma Gates has joined the team after 
being convinced by her good friend, Laura, 
to embark on something new. Emma is 
the mother of two teenagers herself and is 
enjoying the new challenge immensely.

Completing the trio is Chris Elsley, who 
retired to Whitianga 12 months ago from 
Auckland, where she was an office manager 
at an engineering firm. Chris and her partner 

came to Whitianga because they found a 
house in a town that they love. She is working 
at OSCAR purely for the fun of working  
with children.

The new-look OSCAR programme is chock 
full of activities, but with an underlying 
philosophy that kids should be “free to play” 

and there is plenty of opportunity for the kids 
to bond and make new friends. Many pursuits 
are on offer, including tramping, arts and 
crafts, and scooter and bike riding in safe and 
open spaces. 

The kids are collected from Mercury Bay 
Area School each afternoon by Laura and her 

team and fully supervised while they play 
until 5:15 pm. 

For the upcoming school holidays, starting 
after Easter, the OSCAR team have organised 
a programme of activities which will keep the 
children busy and entertained from 8:30am 
to 5:00pm each day, barring Easter Monday 
and ANZAC Day. Included in the programme 
are fun events like beach and sports days,  
a movie day, a pizza party and a disco.

The OSCAR programme is very safe, with 
the team following extensive safety protocols 
and maintaining a strict ratio of adults to 
children. For any special or offsite activities, 
Whitianga Social Services staff muck in 
to ensure that all children are thoroughly  
looked after. 

The programme has recently been audited 
by the Ministry of Social Development, 
who provides some of the funding needed 
to offer the programme, and earned an  
excellent report.  

Because OSCAR is partially funded by 
MSD, the charges for the service are quite 
reasonable.  There is also WINZ support for 
those families who need it. Unfortunately, 
with the current COVID settings, OSCAR 
is currently fully subscribed at 20 kids,  
a situation that Sheryll FitzPatrick, manager 
of Whitianga Social Services, hopes they 
will be able to review in the not too distant 
future. Meanwhile, anyone who wants more 
information or to get on the list for when 
the numbers open up, can email Laura at 
laura.b@wcst.org.nz or have a look on 
Facebook, search for “Oscar - Whitianga 
Social Services”.

The new Whitianga Social Services OSCAR team with some of the students who attended 
the programme on Monday last week - Chris Elsley (left), Laura Barnaby (centre) and Emma 
Gates. The team were all appropriately masked when The Informer arrived to take the photo. 

They took their masks off for a few seconds when the photo was taken.
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Tairua on TVNZ’s Breakfast Show
By Pam Ferla

When Tairua Information Centre manager, Eve Roper, snapped a photo of a lovely 
sunrise and send it to TVNZ’s Breakfast Show, she did not know that she, and the 
town, would end up on TV.

The show’s presenter, Matt Gibb, turned up at the crack of dawn on Friday last 
week to find out what locals like about Tairua. And the first thing he did was get 
Eve to smile for a photo at the town’s picture frame by the harbour at 6:00am.  
Next stop was the rugby club on Cory Park Domain, where Eve explained the 
rules of Walking Football to Matt. “No tackles and no running, so you move like a 
duck,” she joked.

Then the focus shifted to a group of keen early morning keep-fit locals from 
Tairua Women’s Fitness and Wellness, stretching their muscles beside the Tairua 
Rugby and Sports Club. After that, it was up the hill to The Gazebo lookout, timed 
to capture a glorious sunrise. Matt said he was “blown away” with the view as they 
packed up the camera gear that was nearly blown away!

Around 8:00am, the camera focused on Johnny’s Tairua takeaways where Johnny 
Mason and Betty-May Daley were donating all the proceeds from their sales for 
a couple of hours to support the local first responders. This gesture was to show 
appreciation for the support the family had received over the past year. 
The takeaways promotion raised over $1,400, a sum that delighted Betty-May.  
“We were so thankful for the response we received when our six-year-old daughter, 
Aria, had a horrible accident,” she said. “St John officers were first at the scene 
and at Christmas the Tairua Volunteer Fire Brigade brought their truck around with 
Christmas presents. I’ve also had heart problems and needed urgent help. We live in 
a small community and these people that respond are our friends and our family.”

Meanwhile six contestants lined up at a table outside Johnny’s Tairua to scoff 
takeaways in the fish pie eating contest. Gabrielle Deane was declared the winner. 
Then Matt went to the wharf to talk to Ritchie McNabb of Coromandel  Ocean 
Adventures, which is based in Tairua. Ritchie said there was “a really neat 
community” in the town and so many things to do, including boat trips to beautiful 
offshore islands. “And you can still catch a hapuku at the wharf on low tide if you’re 
lucky,” he added.

As the live feed from Tairua ended, a bunch of locals turned up to farewell the TV 
crew. The crowd included Breakfast Show’s biggest fan, “Tairua Christmas lights 
lady”, Joan Smith.

Eve’s main concern was that it was going to rain during filming. Fortunately,  
it didn’t happen. “When we have outdoor events I try and think positive and it 
usually works,” she smiled.

Tairua Information Centre manager, Eve Roper, with TVNZ Breakfast Show presenter, Matt Gibb,  
enjoying a stunning sunrise at The Gazebo on Friday last week.
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The Fire Siren
Sponsored by Safety + Apparel - tel 0800 726 726

March has been by far the busiest month 
so far this year for the Whitianga Volunteer 
Fire Brigade with 17 calls for assistance.  
We assisted St John Ambulance six times and 
were called to three rubbish fires, one scrub 
fire and a structural fire at Opito Bay, but we 
weren’t required as the Kūaotunu Volunteer 
Fire Brigade took care of things. We were 
also called to back up Coromandel Town, 
but again weren’t needed. We responded to 
four motor vehicle accidents and were called 
to smoke inside a building causing concern.  
We investigated the smoke and thankfully 
there was no serious fire.

We are happy to be called to investigate a 
possible fire and not be required rather than to 
be called too late to prevent serious damage 
or harm.

We are still in a permitted fire season,  
so any outdoor open fires require a fire permit. 
You can find out about fire permits by going 
to www.checkitsalright.nz or by phoning 
0800 658 628.

Stay safe out there.
Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Deputy Chief Fire Officer 
Derek Collier

TCDC to sign climate 
change declaration
By Stephan Bosman

A full meeting of Thames-Coromandel District Council resolved on Tuesday last week that Thames 
councillor, Martin Rodley, be authorised to sign the Local Government Leaders’ Declaration on Climate 
change on behalf of council. The decision effectively sidestepped Mayor Sandra Goudie (pictured) who 
refused to sign the declaration as she did not want to “tie council into a quantum of costs”. According to a 
report presented to council, her concerns have always been on the fiscal impact the declaration may have.
The decision followed consideration by TCDC’s Audit and Risk Committee on 17 February of a motion by 
Mr Rodley to recommend to council that another elected member can sign the declaration. The motion 
was carried 7 - 3. Mrs Goudie and Mercury Bay councillors Murray McLean and Tony Fox voted against 
the motion.
In the report to council, Rex Capil, the TCDC strategy and governance manager, confirmed that Local 
Government New Zealand still deemed the declaration to be a “live” document and they were looking to 
reboot their climate change work programme in the coming months. Mr Capil also confirmed that Local 
Government New Zealand wouldn’t decline to add additional signatures to the declaration and that they 
were open to another elected council member signing the document in the place of Mrs Goudie.
During Tuesday’s discussion, Mr McLean and Mr Fox indicated that they are voting in favour of Mr Rodley 
signing the declaration as the matter had been extensively canvassed by the Audit and Risk Committee 
on 17 February. Mrs Goudie reiterated her opposition to council signing the declaration. She was the only 
elected member voting against Mr Rodley signing the declaration on behalf of TCDC.
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MBAS business programme may 
lead to careers for some students
By Francesca Dowling

For the year 13 Mercury Bay Area School 
business students, it’s business as usual 
during challenging times, in particular for 
Brielle Cottier-Hall, Brooke Louden, and 
Scarlett Dowling, owners of “Another High-
Key February”, and Teah Allison and Coco 
Lambourn, owners of “RussetCraft Co”.

Through the MBAS business programme 
mentored by teacher Mark Irwin, students 
are able dip their toes into the business world 

and to get a real taste of what it means to 
be an entrepreneur, bringing their school 
assignments to life with the possibility of 
gaining good grades, profit and, for some of 
them, even a career.

Self-described as “three girls just trying 
to make a living out of [their] passions”, 
Another High-Key February was born out of 
a combined love for music with the owners 
working towards producing an album that 

consists of six to eight original songs with a 
blended genre of pop, indie and r&b, alongside 
filming a documentary series that captures the 
process. Brielle and Brooke are both vocalists 
and play the acoustic and electric guitar, with 
Brooke playing the piano also. They are in 
charge of the musical talent and songwriting 
components of the project, whereas Scarlett’s 
specialty lies in the behind-the-scenes camera 
work and business planning. 

Brooke, who is keen to pursue a music 
career and will be studying a Bachelor of 
Commercial Music in Wellington next year, 
considers that the album may have potential 
to kick start her career. Brielle considers the 
project to be a fun and rewarding experience. 
“But if an opportunity arose from the project 
to become a part of the music industry,  
I would absolutely take it,” she says.

Another High-Key February is set to 

Photo left: Mercury Bay Area School students Brielle Cottier-Hall (left) and Brooke Louden, two of the owners of Another High-Key February, a business forming part  
of the school’s business programme. Photo right: Teah Allison (left) and Coco Lambourn, the owners of RussetCraft Co, another business in the programme.
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release their album and documentary before 
the start of the summer holidays at the end 
of this year. “For the time being, we have a 
few exciting things planned that will help 
promote our album or improve our business 
such as performing in the upcoming July 
Smokefreerockquest and potentially 
interviewing locals with experience in the 
music industry to add to our documentary,” 
says Brielle. “Stay tuned at our Instagram, 
‘anotherhighkeyfebruary’, to be kept 
updated on our project.” 

Unlike Another High-Key February,  
the woodcraft business RussetCraft Co 
was not inspired by the owners’ passion,  
but rather the passion of Teah’s father, 
Andrew, who has a massive love for 
woodwork. “It has always been my dad’s 
dream to open a small woodcraft business,” 
says Teah. “He tried to start something up 
years ago, but lacked the marketing skills 
and time due to his career as a builder.” 

The business is focusing on handcrafting 
chopping, cheese and charcuterie boards 
made of local recycled wood. The boards 
will be able to be customised with designs 
created by laser wood cutters and resin to suit 
a customer’s needs. “Once we get all of our 
planning and research under our belt, we are 
planning on reaching out to local hospitality 
and catering businesses to see if they would 

be interested in working with us,” says Teah. 
“We know that these businesses have been 
some of the worst hit financially due to 
COVID, so we would like to see what we 
could potentially provide for them.” 

Coco, who moved to Mercury Bay only 
two years ago, says, “Since coming from a 
city, I have noticed how customers value and 
support small local businesses much more 
than mass production corporations as a form 
of ‘town pride’. This is something I would 
like to reflect in our products, especially 
designs symbolic to the Coromandel.”

Despite Coco planning to embark on a 
Bachelor of Law at Otago University next 
year, Teah says that she will be carrying on 
with the marketing and administration of the 
business. “I am planning on heading off to 
Auckland to study a Bachelor of Business, 
however if RussetCraft Co takes off, I’ll stay 
to help my Dad with the business venture,” 
she says. “I would in any event have 
considered setting the business up, even if it 
weren’t for the school credits, so this could 
be a likely possibility. 

“We are still in the middle of establishing 
our online presence and media marketing 
platforms, but if anyone is looking to get in 
touch with us or are looking to do business 
with RussetCraft Co, you can reach us at 
email russetcraft@gmail.com.”

MBAS business  
programme
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Infinite Fitness providing a service 
meeting all their clients’ needs
When it comes to fitness, it is easy to create 
an infinite amount of excuses why not to do 
it. However, since Infinite Fitness’ arrival 
in Whitianga in 2013, owner Carly Allen 
and her team of highly skilled and qualified 
personal trainers have successfully guided 
many clients to become their healthiest and 
happiest selves.

This small boutique fitness studio, that is 
located in central Whitianga at the Mercury 
Bay Rugby Club, is a place where everyone 
is welcome, “no matter what age, size or 
fitness level” and is encouraged to “come as 
[they] are and do what [they] can.” Despite 
the gym having an “only women’s vibe”, 
men are welcome too.

Embodying their “something for 
everyone” approach, Infinite Fitness pride 
themselves on providing a service meeting 
all their clients’ needs, from one-on-one 
personal training, which can take place 
wherever it suits a client, to an array of group 
fitness classes that are jam-packed into a 
weekly timetable stretching from Monday  
to Saturday. 

“Due to our extensive variety of classes 
that cater to all fitness levels and capabilities, 
we have gained a big following,” says Carly. 
“This is especially the case among older 
adults as we have a number of low impact 
classes that are ideal for their needs, such 
as pilates, stretch class, and silver circuit. 
Among the many other classes we offer are 
spin, zumba, strength and sweat, hard and 
fast HIIT, pump and yoga.”

New training sessions Infinite Fitness is 
excited to be introducing are “pelvic floor 
restore”. The sessions will be held every 

Friday at 11:30am with certified personal and 
postnatal recovery trainer, Linda Koertel, 
who is taking new clients now. The first 
session will be free of charge. The sessions 
are suited for mums of all ages and anyone 
experiencing postpartum or weakness in the 
pelvic floor and core. 

“I love being a part of a client’s journey 
and being able to share their happiness 
with their newfound results,” says Linda,  
who has been a part of the Infinite Fitness 
team for the past two years. “I especially love 
the moment when they first start realising 
they’re seeing their hard work pay off, 
whether that be through improved physique 
or mental health, injury recovery, regaining 
strength, or feeling more well-balanced. It’s 
an incredible feeling for both of us.”

Linda suggests people who are looking 
to improve their core strength, gain control 
over incontinence, reconnect with their 
pelvic floor, correct their posture or want to 
get back into fitness safely after pregnancy, 
should join her in the gym. 

“Our gym focuses on having a positive 
and supportive environment for everyone 
to feel comfortable and welcome in,” says 
Carly. “We cater for everyone, from first-
timers to advanced fitness fanatics. We offer 
a free seven-day trial for anyone interested 
in joining our tight-knit fitness community in 
our quest to become our better selves while 
making fitness fun.”

To book a free seven-day free trial or 
your first pelvic floor restore session free of 
charge, visit the Infinite Fitness website at 
www.infinitefitness.nz.

Personal and postnatal recovery trainer, Linda Koertel, has been a part of the  
Infinite Fitness team for the past two years.
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Like us on Facebook.  
Follow us on Twitter.

Check us out on Instagram.

See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

ONLINE POLL FOR APRIL 2022
Are you interested in the local government  

elections later this year?

Local Flavour
By Joanna Mannington - Food and nutrition teacher at Mercury Bay Area School 

Compost creations

As a result of Food Waste Awareness Week, 
from 7 to 13 March, my focus the past few 
weeks has been compost. At school we have 
been making compost from kitchen food 
scraps and lawn clippings. A student observed 
how hot the grass clippings were getting and 
so we tucked an egg into the steaming greens 
and by the end of the lesson it was cooked!

We have been using the cooked compost 
to bed our marakai (kitchen garden) down 
in preparation for the rain that is forecast, 
to wash the nutrients down into the roots of 
our seedlings and feed them the rich mix of 
nutrients we have created. 

And of course, we have created kai, 
making stock from the vegetable trimmings 
and offcuts from all the knife skill classes 
which have been collected and frozen. This 
gets boiled to kill any pathogens. Apparently, 
the addition of a little cider vinegar helps 
release the micro nutrients into the liquid 
and the long cooking time concentrates the 

flavour and nutrition content. The liquid is 
strained and stored in jars for use as the base 
of soups and any dish that that needs a splash 
of flavourful, nutritious liquid - stir fries, 
slow cooked dishes, cooking rice, sauces, etc.  
This stock can be frozen too.

So far, I have been lucky enough to avoid 
COVID despite coming into contact with it 
on a daily basis at school and I wonder if it is 
to do with the regular consumption of these 
nutritious broths building my immunity. 
Well, it can’t hurt anyway.

Another possible inhibitor to COVID 
could be the consumption of Coromandel 
Manuka Gin, purchased in Thames from The 
Coromandel Distillery a few weekends ago.  
Well, it can’t hurt anyway either!
This gin, distilled in a tiny, coastal distillery 
using plants foraged from the Coromandel, 
is made by Daniella Seuss, an ornithologist, 
and Paul Schneider, an academic Department 
of Conservation ranger with “10 plus 

years" of education that led to his PhD.  
He authored numerous papers on climate 
change adaptation before beginning the 
distillery business.

The distillery’s two flagship gins, Awildian 
Coromandel Dry Gin and Coromandel 
Manuka Gin, both won best in the country 
and then went against the best around the 
world to win the dry gin world title.

Daniella and Paul suggested serving the 
manuka gin with a cinnamon quill and 
Fevertree smoky ginger ale.
I made a refreshing cordial with the skins 
and cores of pineapple with cardamom, 
cinnamon quill and cloves that also 
perfectly complemented the aromatics of the  
manuka gin. It also made my house smell 
delicious too. 

Low waste pineapple cordial
Cover the skin and core from a pineapple with water. Add a quarter to a half cup of brown 
sugar, a cinnamon quill, four cloves and three split cardamom pods, if you have them. Bring to 
the boil and simmer for a while until it tastes good. Drain the liquids from the solids. The solids 
can go into the compost bin/worm farm or food scraps collection bucket.

The cordial can be served hot or cooled, and diluted with soda water. It is also good with ice, 
a nip of Coromandel Manuaka Gin and a slice of lime.
Compost broth
The average Kiwi household discards 2.5 to 3kg of food waste a week. Turn the vegetable 
scraps into stock like a good chef.

You will need 2.5 kg of clean vegetable scraps. Trimmings from onions, leeks, carrots, 
pumpkins, herbs, mushroom stalks, celery leaves, corn cobs, fennel, tomatoes, anything 
that doesn’t come from the brassica or mustard family, otherwise you will end up with 
boiled cabbage smell. If you are a carnivore, you can also use the bones from a roast or  
rotisserie chicken.

Put all the trimmings and bones in a large pot and cover with water.
Add one tablespoon of apple cider vinegar per kg of vegetable trimmings and some  

aromatics like: 
• Peppercorns, ginger, garlic and kaffir lime leaf. 
• Peppercorns, garlic, chipotle pepper and cumin seeds.
• Peppercorns, garlic, bay leaf and lemon zest.

Bring to the boil and then turn heat to low and leave to simmer for at least an hour.  
The more you cook it, the more concentrated and richer it will become. 

Leave it to cool enough to handle. Strain through a colander. Discard the solids in the 
compost bin/worm farm or food scraps collection bucket.

Store the stock in large jars - I use 500ml jars - in the fridge for up to five days. Freeze if 
you don’t think you will use it before then. Just allow room in the jar for expansion as the  
liquid freezes.
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Dear Editor - Random act of kindness
Recently, while driving into a layby near Kereta in our motorhome, we got stuck in some 
loose gravel. After fruitlessly trying to dig the gravel away from the tyres with our bare 
hands, a young family pulled over and offered to help. Unfortunately, neither of us had a 
tow rope and the other options we had didn’t work. So we tried flagging down someone 
who may have one and eventually a ute who had passed us, turned around and came back, 
offering to help. Luckily, he had a tow rope, enabling the first young man to pull us out.

We so appreciated this random act of kindness from these two guys. Thank you.
Jan and Bram Uljee
Te Puke

Dear Editor - New Zealand’s number of COVID-19 deaths
When writing of the COVID-related self-isolation affecting our community, Trevor Ammundsen 
channels in his Letter to the Editor in The Informer of 15 March the irrational fears that were 
exploited by the dancing Cossacks in that great National Party propaganda cartoon/election 
advertisement of 1975. Trevor really must be truly scared silly of one thing that gives the lie to 
his rant against, by implication, Jacinda Ardern and more generally the Labour Party.

That one thing is of course “the number”, being the number of deaths attributed to COVID-19 
in New Zealand. The number per  100,000 people - the USA 295, Sweden 173, Australia 22,  
New Zealand 3. 

No amount of analysis and retelling the story can disguise the fact that the current government 
has done a magnificent job of combatting the effects of a global pandemic. Armchair critics 
can of course claim to have had a better idea, a different way of doing things. A “I wouldn’t 
have done it that way” approach. But this government did it, they saved thousands of lives Mr 
Ammundsen appears to be prepared to consign to the furnace. 

This idiotic denial of the number reached its apotheosis in those fateful 19 days recently 
in Wellington. But the fact remains that the Labour Government was elected to power,  
in a landslide, in the midst of the COVID crisis, to make decisions in our better interests.  
They have done this admirably well.

I am sure Chris Hipkins could give you a list longer than his arm of the things that they 
could have done differently, all with the brilliance of hindsight. For example, the length of 
lockdowns could have been shorter or could have been longer (who can tell, how do you self-
isolate anyway). All this had to be made up on the hoof or more correctly under the sword of 
Damocles. International experience suggests any number of different approaches were tried and 

Letters to the Editor
See page 12 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

found to be less successful than ours.
The number, deaths per hundred thousand from COVID, just sits there like some phantom 

to defeat Mr Ammundsen’s, admittedly constant and consistent, deprecation of the Labour 
government’s efforts. But it does him no credit not to admit that the government response has,  
in all the circumstances, been exemplary and the only - perhaps ghoulish, but significant - 
question is how many people are here, today, still alive, that wouldn’t have been, had we been 
governed by administrators of the imagination, or lack thereof, of Mr Ammundsen.
Alastair Sims
Hahei

Dear Editor - Citizen science monitoring of local streams a “win-win”
The Environmental Protection Agency has a new environmental DNA community science 
programme which is being actively used by restoration and conservation groups, iwi and 
schools in the Thames-Coromandel District.

When creatures move through the environment, they leave behind traces of DNA.  
By taking water samples, this DNA can be collected and sequenced to reveal all the fish, 
birds, insects, plants and animals present in the local ecosystem.  

Community groups take water samples from rivers, lakes, estuaries and wetlands using 
special kits that are simple and easy to use. The samples are sent to a lab for DNA sequencing 
and the species present are then identified.

This is a wonderful example of citizen science in action. The data collected not only 
helps local groups better understand their local ecology, but also adds to Waikato Regional 
Council’s ecological database as well.  It’s a win-win. 

Ric Balfour, local coordinator of the Landcare Trust, has worked closely with local 
landowners and restoration groups to encourage eDNA stream monitoring. Ric has also 
been doing some great work with school students who have taken samples from local 
streams. One study in Thames has shown that some native fish are absent. This has led to a 
feasibility study with WRC to see whether fish passages can be installed. The data gathered 
can be added to an interactive map that shows the biodiversity in the Thames-Coromandel 
District and around the country.  

More information can be found at epa.govt.nz/eDNA and landcare.org.nz.
Denis Tegg   
Thames-Coromandel representative on  
Waikato Regional Council
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Mowing of Otama 
Reserve explained
The Otama Reserve along the beachfront of Otama Beach has for eight days over the course of last week 
and the week before been mowed by three people with line trimmers (weed eaters). The reserve was 
previously mowed by a contractor using a tractor mower. The Informer understands the contractor’s bill 
was always in the vicinity of $400.
Several Otama Beach residents expressed concern about the cost associated with individuals maintaining 
the reserve using line trimmers for days on end. 
The Department of Conservation is responsible for maintenance of the reserve. The reserve is of 
archeological importance and some time ago a few organisations - including the local Otama Reserves 
Group - joined forces to better preserve and protect the historical features on the reserve.
Upon enquiry from The Informer about the way the Otama Reserve has been mowed most recently,  
Nick Kelly, DOC’s Coromandel operations manager, said they want to emphasise the reserve is an important 
archeological site for iwi, which is something they have in mind at all times. “We need to ensure [the 
reserve is] cared for and protected properly, given its significance to iwi,” he said. “The reserve includes 
a pa site which needs to be treated with sensitivity. DOC’s long-term plan is to mow parts of the reserve 
with a tractor mower operated by a contractor. However, for that to occur we first need to determine 
the features of the reserve surface to ensure the job can be done properly and the reserve, and more 
specifically the pa site, are not damaged in the maintenance/mowing process. 
“Best practice for a pa site like this - accessible to the public - is they should be maintained with weed 
eaters around archaeological features. Tractor mowers aren’t considered appropriate. 
“We are working on a longer-term solution to the mowing needed at Otama Reserve, to decrease the fire 
risk to neighbouring properties. We need to do this in a way iwi are comfortable with. Before Christmas, 
the entire reserve, except for the pa site, was mowed with a ride-on mower. We used the ride-one mower 
where there are fewer sensitive archaeological features. 
“We had some feedback from the local residents who requested the reserve be mown. We arranged for 
two or three DOC staff to cut the grass using weed eaters as part of competency training we needed them 
to undertake. We would have mowed some parts of the reserve with a ride-on, however that wasn’t an 
option at the time due to circumstances beyond our control. The use of weed eaters by our staff was an 
alternative that also provided a training opportunity - and crucially, got the job done. 
“Most residents who have queried our approach and work have been satisfied with our explanation and 
the context to the work.” 
Pictured is the most recent mowing work on the Otama Reserve in progress.
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Checking out our own back yard  
still a great option
By Jack Biddle

With international travel restrictions slowly 
but surely being eased for both incoming 
and outgoing travellers around the globe, 
many Kiwis will be thinking seriously about 
heading offshore for their next holiday.  
And who can blame those who have decided 
it’s finally time to catch up with friends and 
family they haven’t seen close-up and in 
person for several years while for others, 
overseas travel has been put on hold far too 
long and it’s time to head away and start 
ticking off some of those long-awaited bucket 
list destinations.   

But overseas travel is still not without some 
risk and those leaving our shores are advised 
to always have a backup plan in mind if things 
take an unexpected turn for the worst. Travel 
disruptions and New Zealanders getting 
caught in no man’s land has happened in the 
past and the waters are still a little murky to 
safely say it’s not going to happen again. 

In place of heading overseas, many Kiwis 
in recent times have spent their hard-earned 
dollars on local holiday destinations and 
in the process supported local businesses 
doing it tough, including the wider Mercury 
Bay area and the Coromandel Peninsula. 
Travelling around New Zealand has many 
benefits, you’re never that far from home plus 
it’s so diverse and the landscape can change 
so dramatically and quickly, which means less 
time spent on long hours travelling between 

tourism spots.  
The other big incentive for staying local is 

to experience some good old fashion Kiwi 
hospitality. We all read and listen to the news 
both from home and abroad, but it can all be 
very depressing at times. Rarely do we see 
what makes this great country of ours really 
tick without paying a visit to some faraway 
places first hand.    

A few weeks ago, I have cycled from Cape 
Reinga to Whitianga and can honestly say 
the Far North still has an awful lot going 
for it. For reasons I cannot really explain,  
I have always had this idea of riding my 
bike from the lighthouse at Cape Reinga to 
the small lighthouse on Joan Gaskell Drive,  
a total distance of just over 620 kilometres. 
My ride was fittingly called L2L (Lighthouse-
to-Lighthouse). 

There is no better way to start such a 
journey by standing alongside the Cape 
Reinga lighthouse and watching two great 
oceans come together, and then working your 
way south where there is such an abundance 
of diversity to be found, from the pounding 
relentless waves and seemingly endlessness 
of Ninety Mile Beach to sandy beaches, 
kauri forests, natural rural beauty and scenic 
coastlines. And all of this in the space of a 
couple of days by bicycle.

But it was the people of the Far North 
who made the biggest impression on me.  

Photo left: Informer contributor, Jack Biddle, at the Cape Reinga lighthouse at the start of 
his L2L (Lighthouse-to-Lighthouse) cycle journey. Photo right: Jack’s journey finished at the 

lighthouse on Joan Gaskell Drive in Whitianga.
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They were warm and generous, and 
appreciative of the dollars I was spending in 
their community. The ride down Ninety Mile 
Beach on day one was long and tiring, but the 
welcome from staff at the Ahipara holiday 
camp was uplifting while the managers at 
Rawene Holiday Park provided a day or 
so later a couple of complimentary freshly 
picked bananas and a cold fizzy drink before 
I had even officially signed in. An offer to 
pay was flatly refused. Then there was the 
generous offer of a lift down the road to the 
local superette to purchase supplies. 

On another day riding out of Dargaville, 
I came across an 80-year-old man on his 
way to meet his mate to go fishing. Instead, 
he offered me a sightseeing tour of the area 
and to have a cup of tea with him and his 
mate staying in a caravan in a place called 
Kelly’s Bay before being dropped off again 
to continue my journey. I was never refused 
a request to top up my water bottle. In fact, 
the bottle was always returned filled with 
filtered or water straight from the fridge. 

The wearing of face masks and showing 
vaccine passes were always expected and 
politely asked for where appropriate during 
my seven-day trip also.  

The trip down the Kaipara Harbour to 
Parakai was a reality check on the vastness 
of that particular stretch of water while the 
hospitality at my B&B at Helensville north 

of Auckland City exceeded all expectations. 
A roast dinner on arrival, a warm shower,  
a comfy bed, a cooked breakfast on the day 
of departure and friendly hosts all for $90 
was a great way to wave goodbye to the quiet 
life and head for the big smoke of Auckland.     

Even Auckland has its benefits, particularly 
for cyclists. The sealed Northwestern 
cycleway into the city stretches for some 
20km with offshoots to other tracks along the 
way. Add to that the new cycleway running 
down the side of the Southern motorway and 
strange as it may sound, our biggest city is 
in fact becoming a great cycling destination 
for visitors. 

My journey south continued to Miranda 
Holiday Park where another complimentary 
drink was offered on arrival before a well-
earned soak in the hot pools. My wife was 
on hand to join me on the two-day ride home 
via the Hauraki Rail Trail to Kopu and then 
up the Thames Coast to Tapu and over the 
gravel road to Coroglen and on to Whitianga.

All up a great adventure and one of those 
bucket list items finally ticked off and made 
even more enjoyable by the most picturesque 
countryside and the wonderful people I met 
along the way. 

Overseas travel is great, but so too is 
visiting faraway places in New Zealand like 
the Far North that really isn’t that far away 
at all.

Checking out our 
own back yard
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Mega Crossword

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if 
allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Crossword Puzzle 995

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________________________

See page 26 for last week’s crossword solution and winner.
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What’s On In the next few weeks

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Thursday from 5:30pm - 7:30pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Tuesday morning at 8:30am as an 
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Tennis Club
Club night every Thursday evening from 6:00pm at the club tennis courts at Lyon Park, Albert Street, Whitianga.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Lorna Russell on  

SPECIAL EVENTS
Celebrate 1,000 Issues of The Informer
Buy Local Competition: Simply drop proof of your local purchases (invoices/receipts) into the blue bin on the front 
porch of our office at 14 Monk Street, Whitianga and go into the draw to win one of five $100 vouchers to spend 
with one of our advertisers. Please write your name and phone number on your invoices/receipts. Closing date for 
entries: Friday, 29 April. 
Photography Competition: Email us at office@theinformer.co.nz or send us via a Facebook message a photo you 
have taken that illustrates what makes Mercury Bay such an amazing place to live, work and play to win one of five 
$100 vouchers to spend with one of our advertisers. Closing date for entries: Friday, 29 April. 
Presentation on the Economy - TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Wednesday, 4 May at the Whitianga Airfield, Dakota Drive. Two presentations - breakfast at 8:30am and lunch at 
12:30pm - by well-known independent economist (and former chief economist of ANZ Bank), Cameron Bagrie,  
on the New Zealand economy and the Mercury Bay economy specifically. Attendance limited to 100 at each of the 
presentations. Tickets $25 each (breakfast and lunch included). Email office@theinformer.co.nz to book your spot 
or pop into The Informer offices at 14 Monk Street Whitianga.
Whitianga Marathon - POSTPONED UNTIL SATURDAy, 15 OCTOBER
See whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more information.

(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.
Cooks Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am, starts back 20 February. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on  
(021) 157 9979 for more information.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
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Sudoku

Last week’s winner - Philip Sutherland

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail 
or scan and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. 
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Haere mai ki te kai” - “Come and eat with me” (“Kai” could be changed to things such as “tākaro” - “play”,  

“mahi - work”, “horoi rīhi” - “do the dishes”, “kohi pipi” - “collect pipi”, etc)
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

 Sudoku Puzzle 995
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Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1280
Fishing Report  

The second instalment of a two-part series on what to look out for when buying a used (or new) boat

In last week’s Informer, we discussed the things 
you have to consider in order to buy a boat that’s 
not stolen, have no financial interest register 
against it and will meet your requirements for 
owning a boat in the first place.     

This week, we take a look at what you have 
to take into account with regard to the physical 
condition of the boat you’re keen to buy.

Where possible use a reputable boat 
mechanic or dealer to assist you in checking 
over the boat you have selected. They are 
experienced and will usually know what to 
watch out for. Here are a few of the things that 
need to be inspected.
Hull
The hull is the main part of a boat. Check it 
carefully. Inspect it for any defects, dents, 
gouges, holes (repaired or otherwise) and 
other irregularities, such as visible fibreglass 
repairs. Especially check below the waterline,  
where there can be damage from banging into 
rocks, debris or other boats.

Older boats have wood transoms  
(the vertical section at the rear of the boat) 
that can rot internally. Excessive movement 
when lifting the motor up and down generally 
means a weak or broken transom. Any crack 
or repair longer than two inches could indicate 
the boat was in a collision. Your life depends 
on a structurally sound hull.
Deck
Do a thorough inspection of the deck. Take 
your time. Inspect for rot, cracks, dents, holes 
or soft spots. The deck should not feel mushy 
when you push down on it with your hands.

Signs of decay or plywood delamination may 
indicate hidden damage. Check the seats for 
excessive wear, mold and mildew.
Trailer
New Zealand law requires boat trailers to 
undergo an annual safety inspection (Warrant 
of Fitness). Make sure the inspection sticker 
is up to date. Inspect the trailer frame for 
rot, damage, twisting or severe rust on the 
suspension and brake systems. Check the tyres 
for dry rot, bubbles and gouges.

If possible, remove the wheel bearing grease 
caps. Silver bearing grease indicates wheel 
bearing damage while a milky color means 
water intrusion into the bearing hubs.
Engine
The engine is easily the most expensive part 
of the boat, so inspect this carefully as well. 
Look for corrosion under the engine cover. 
Start the engine to give it a test run. Ask the 
owner to run it at full throttle for at least 10 
seconds. There’s a problem if the engine is 
loose, smoking, running rough or noisy.

Check the belts and hoses for deterioration, 
fraying or cracks. Rub a little engine oil 
between your fingers to check for grit, moisture 
or metal dust. If you’re thinking about buying 
a larger boat, consider hiring a boat engine 
mechanic to examine the engine/s or conduct 
a fluid analysis test. A fluid analysis could save 
you from future problems that can be tricky to 
identify during a physical inspection. Insist on 
an engine cylinder compression test. Check for 
pitting, prop damage and lower leg damage. 
Check for oil leaks.

Battery
Batteries have about a five-year lifespan. 
Inspect the battery terminals for corrosion and 
look for a cracked or leaking case. And be sure 
the battery/s is/are securely anchored in the 
battery tray. A loose battery can short circuit, 
causing a fire or explosion.
Starter Motor
A defective starter motor won’t spin the 
engine. Listen for clanging, grinding or a loud 
spinning/whizzing noise when starting the 
engine. Internal components corrode and fail 
due to water that enters the starter and cannot 
drain out.
Electronics
It’s not unusual for a boat to encounter 
electrical problems. Most are easily fixed. 
However, issues with electronic components 
- radio, GPS, radar, flickering lights and 
electronic shifter/throttle - suggest a problem 
with the wiring or electrical system.

Check the wires for melted or damaged 
insulation, corroded wiring connections or 
excessive splices where wires have been 
repaired. These can be warning signs of bigger 
issues.
Bellows for stern drives
Made from rubber and resembling the pleats on 
an accordion, bellows protect control cables, 
mechanical systems and other boat parts from 
dirt, debris and water intrusion while allowing 
them to move freely. Like an automotive 
constant velocity joint boot, once damaged, 
expensive parts will quickly fail or allow water 
into the boat. Inspect the bellows for cracks, 

splits, loose clamps or rust near its end.
Cables and Hardware
Cables may operate many systems on a boat. 
Check that all shifting, steering and throttle 
system cables and controllers move smoothly 
and are free from rust and fraying.

Deck hardware can be expensive to repair or 
replace. Shake the seats, and pull on hinges, 
rigging and cleats to ensure they are securely 
held in place. Wobbly parts can be caused 
by loose or stripped screws, which are easily 
fixed. However, corrosion or loose hardware 
could indicate hidden rot or other damage.

In the last instance, ask to see the boat’s 
maintenance and storage records. This ensures 
you are aware of the boat’s upkeep and if the 
boat has been stored outside year-round.

Buying a used boat can save you a lot 
of money and bring you years of fun and 
enjoyment on the water. If you don’t trust 
yourself to evaluate the condition of a used 
boat, consider hiring an accredited marine 
surveyor. Similar to a house inspector, a 
marine surveyor will perform a comprehensive 
structural integrity and systems inspection. 

Be careful when buying a boat privately. 
Rely on both last and this weeks’ tips and you 
should be fine.

Happy fishing and be safe. If in doubt, don’t  
go out.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz
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Last week’s Brain Teaser solution -  
Red Herring 

Brain Teaser Puzzles 995

Brain Teaser - Figures of Fun 
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s winner - Ian Johnson

Last week’s  
Crossword solution 

Last week’s winner - Anna Cross

Figures of Fun Instructions - Each letter has a different numerical value 
between one and nine. Find out what each letter represents to reach the 
added totals by reading across and down. Two values have been filled in. 

1. Passage
2. Laundry
3. Veranda
4. RED HERRING
5. Nursery
6. Bedroom
7. Parlour
8. RED HERRING
9. Kitchen
10. Library

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed under Covid-19 Alert 
Level 2 or lower.
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MERCURy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 24 March
Winners: Trevor Knight, Lee Pudney, Heather Walker 
and Alan Henderson.
Runners-up: Ray Rout, Cheryl Henderson, Wayne 
Fisher and Jack Roiall. 
Good Sports: Wayne McNeill, Bev McAllister, Lionel 
Lawrence and Viv Roiall.
MERCURy BAy BOWLING & SPORTS CLUB
Men’s First year Singles Championship - 
Saturday, 26 March
Six players competed in the competition. A round 
robin draw was played and Bryan Patterson was the 
only undefeated player winning all his games, some 
with substantial margins. Bryan showed consistency 
and skills beyond his inexperience and was a well-
deserved winner. 
The ladies’ first year singles championship will be 
played at a later date. 
MERCURy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
March Competition Round 3 - 
Wednesday, 23 March
Results: 1 Augusta Canegallo and Johanna Bonnar 
63.89, 2 Angela Butterworth and Dave Dylla 56.94,  
3 Don Barry and Robyn Hogg 51.39.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Betty Dunn Pairs Week 3 - Tuesday, 22 March
North/South: 1 Val Dwight and Angela Butterworth 
56.94, 2 Vivienne Leigh and Johanna Bonnar 49.31, 
3 Myra Hoogwerf and Bev Dickie 48.61.
East/West: 1 Chris Ellett and Don Barry 59.03, 2 Peter 
Hogg and Frank Geoghegan 56.94, 3 Robyn Hogg and 
Denise Knutson 49.31.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB 
Monday, 21 March
North/South: 1 Peter McNeil and Chris Death 65.33,  
2 Lynnette Flowers and Dave Dylla 62.00, 3 Jean 
Myles and Ngaire O’Brian 40.00.
East/West: 1 Robyn Waters and David Wlikinson 

57.50, 2 Sue Poland and Robyn Hunter 56.67, 3 Liz 
Young and Johanna Bonnar 54.17.
MERCURy BAy GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - 
Tuesday, 22 March
Results: 1 Bob Holliday, 2 Peter Chaffin, 3 Rod 
Stewart.
Eighteen-hole Ladies Captain’s Trophy - 
Wednesday, 23 March
Results: 1 Chrissie Smith 34, 2 Sharyn Smith 31,  
3 Yvonne Mehrtens 26.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Irish Stableford - 
Wednesday, 23 March
Results: 1 Justin Wilson 89, 2 Richard Schofield 79, 
3 Kevin Smith 77.
Best Gross: Dave Enright 72.
Nine-hole Ladies Stableford - Thursday, 24 March
Results Division 1: 1 Ann Blair, 2 Julie Rutledge,  
3 Maree Denney.
Results Division 2: 1 Raewyn Whitt, 2 Noelene 
Boardman. 
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford - 
Saturday, 26 March
Results: 1 Brett Proctor 43, 2 Pete Maher 39, 3 Shane 
Hardy 39. 
Best Gross: Steve Geach 77, Twos: Pete Maher, 
Richard Schofield and John Lister, Longest Drive 
(Division 1): Dom Szparagowski, Longest Drive 
(Division 2): Wayne Malcolm, Nearest the Pin 
(Division 1): Rob Baines, Nearest the Pin (Division 2): 
Paul Lupton.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Scramble Covid 
Refugee Cup - Sunday, 27 March
Results: 1 Munin Tonsri 38, 2 Brett Proctor 37, 3 John 
Bow 36.
PURANGI GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - 
Thursday, 24 March
Results: 1 Jock Peacock, 2 Equal Richard Duckworth 

and Dick Hawke.
Matarangi v Purangi Stableford Team Match - 
Thursday, 24 March
Matarangi (Stableford average 29.13) def Purangi 
(Stableford average 27.62).
Results: 1 Murray James (Matarangi) 35, 2 Tim 
Bartlett (Purangi) 33, 3 Bob Walker (Purangi) 33.
4BBB: Craig Batty (Matarangi) and Ross Alexander 
(Matarangi) 40, Best Gross: Craig Batty (Matarangi) 
74, Nearest the Pin: Geoff Atmore (Matarangi).
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford 
Strokeplay - Saturday, 26 March
Results: 1 Brian Keucke 40, 2 Bob Walker 39, 3 Jock 
Peacock 36, 4 Lauchie Phillips 36.
4BBB: Jock Peacock and Lauchie Phillips 46, Best 
Gross: Lauchie Phillips 80, Twos/Net Eagles: Lauchie 
Phillips.
THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - 
Saturday, 26 March
Results Ladies: 1 Sarah Tomsett (Waihi) 34,  
2 Margaret Stevens 31, 3 Bronwyn Verner 27.
Results Men: 1 Gavin Allden 51, 2 Tony De Coek 39, 
3 Chris Palmer 38.
Twos: Gavin Allden and Ian Hayr, Nearest the Pin 
(#18): David Ellis.
A special mention and congratulations go to Gavin 
Allden who shot a magnificent 73 (one over par), 
playing off a 15 handicap.

Bryan Patterson (left), Mercury Bay  
Bowling Club first year champion,  

receiving his trophy from Peter Sheehan, life 
member of the club, on Saturday last week.  

Peter won the trophy back in 1987.

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results
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Classifieds and Public Notices

SITUATIONS VACANT

MONKEY HOUSE THEATRE EVENTS

FULL TIME ADMINISTRATION POSITION
Full time admin position available with the opportunity to progress into 
a senior role. We are a well-established, modern accounting firm who 
can offer the right candidate job flexibility, training, be part of a friendly 
supportive team and also long term career prospects. Qualifications or 
prior accounting experience is not essential to apply for this position.
Send your CVs through to louis@pbservices.net.nz 

Kiwifruit picking work at Coroglen. Immediate start. Weather dependent. 
$22.75+hp per hour. Must be physically fit and reliable. 

Call Jen 021 127 9184
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Classifieds and Public Notices
SITUATIONS VACANT

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently 

being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.

At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
OPC operates a WorkWell programme  

where your wellbeing matters. 
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with  

any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

Full-tiME bOAt yArd 
POSITION 

description
Your responsibilities will include to be 
of assistance in setting vessels up in 
our yard and sheds.
Ideally this opportunity would suit a 
keen person with an understanding 
of boats, and who is able to learn 
the hauling, launching and storing 
of boats, as well as assisting our 
yard manager with all other tasks 
associated with the operating of  
our hardstand.
The successful candidate will need to 
use their initiative, have a diverse set 
of skills, be able to work on their own 
or as part of a team, and be able to 
contribute to the continued success of 
our hardstand and our marina.
Training from our very experienced 
staff will provided and a Level 4 or 101 
Boatyard Course will also be offered by 
the Whitianga Marina Society.
The ideal candidate will:
• Have an understanding of boats.
• Have the ability to offer great 

customer service.
• Be physically fit and capable of  

heavy lifting.
• Follow strict health and safety 

processes.
• Be able to start training with our 

yard manager on our 35-ton  
travel lift.

You will also be trained for marina 
maintenance, splicing ropes, water 
blasting and managing bait stations.
Monday to Friday operations with the 
occasional emergency lift.
the applicant should inquire in writing 
to Dave Munday, marina manager - 
dave@whitiangamarina.co.nz  
and info@whitiangamarina.co.nz.

JOb VACANCy - FOur SQuArE MAtArANGi
Four Square Matarangi is looking for another superstar to join our team  
of superstars.
This role will be 4 days a week including a weekend day.
You will need to enjoy fast paced retail, engaging with our awesome customers  
and be keen to be part of a supportive, high performing team.
If you are an enthusiastic, reliable, hardworking team player with a great attitude  
and would like to join our team and look after our awesome customers, please email 
Sharon.walker@foodstuffs.co.nz.
P.S.Your application will be kept strictly confidential.
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MIKE’S MOWING
$25 empty sections,  

fortnightly or monthly mowing.  
Free edge spraying.

Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  
or 027 320 1703.

Rubbish Removal 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

Mercury Bay Spouting
For all types of guttering  

and spouting
Tony  021 505 109

WORK WANTED

Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258
STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 07 866 5693

STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying, Public & Private,  

1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.  

Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348

davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presbyterian/Methodist Church

Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.

Vaccination passes to be shown.
Come join us.  

Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452

www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

DOG GROOMING

CHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times  
please visit our website

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

All welcome   
Whitianga SDa FelloWShip

First Saturday of every month  
@ 10am, at the Town Hall

Contact Tony on 022 354 4069  
or Jan on 027 248 2984 

(021) 781 081

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR SALE

house WashiNG
House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway, 
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen 

clean and treatment, exterior window 
cleaning or general waterblasting,  
100m hose so access no problem. 

Cover the whole peninsula. 
Phone 0800 747 787  

or Andy direct 027 313 4386

WANTED

ALL HOUSE AND PROPERTY  
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040

the BeSS hanDZ  
eMBRoiDeReD MonogRaMS

Alterations, repairs, zip and hem service.  
phone 866 5277

CloSeD 30 MaRCh - 11 apRil

lease laND WaNTeD
Approx 3-10ha. Suited for maize.  
Coroglen-Whenuakite. Long term.

Phone 027 278 6542

FiReWooD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

HOUSE CLEANER - wEEkLY
Cholmondeley Crescent.

Phone Peter 022 130 1070

DEATH NOTICES

SIMPSON, David Charles  
on 7 March 2022

At Rossendale Care Home in 
Hamilton, in his 88th year.  

Dearly loved husband of Sue and 
a much loved father, father-in-law, 
grandfather and great grandfather. 
Due to the current restrictions a 

family service was held in Thames 
on Wednesday 9 March followed 

by a private cremation.

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

131 albert Street, Whitianga  
Saturday, 2 april, from 8:00am

Kids toys, household/yard declutter.

COROMANDEL gARAgE DOORS
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188

Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

GARAGE SALE

WORK WANTED

ELGIE, Dave
Passed away suddenly  
on Friday, 25 March.  

Much loved partner of Chrissy,  
father of Grace and James,  

brother of Arthur.  
You’ll never know how much  
you’ll be missed by so many.

HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

VehiCleS WanteD 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,  

damaged, de-registered,  
mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 
Call 0800 333 398

WORK WANTED
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Whitianga Community MenzShed a supportive 
environment filled with like-minded lads
By Francesca Dowling

In our series featuring the charities, community 
groups and sport clubs active in Mercury Bay, 
and celebrating the volunteers involved in those 
organisations, we are this week focusing on the 
Whitianga Community MenzShed. As a token 
of our support for the work the organisation is 
doing, their members and volunteers will receive 
morning tea to the value of $100 from us.
Men aren’t always willing to open the doors 
of their man caves to just anyone, neither 
are they willing to talk about their health 
and emotional struggles with just anyone. 
However, since Whitianga officially became a 
part of the international MenzShed movement 
in 2019, men across Mercury Bay have picked 
up tools to chisel away at the stigma attached 
to men’s perceived reluctance to discuss  
their problems.

In the Whitianga shed, where the members 
meet up every Tuesday and Thursday from 
9:00am to 12:00pm, men can be found 
skill-sharing, having a laugh, and working 
on personal or community projects. These 
projects range from creating or fixing things 
for local charities, schools and the elderly to 
running a carpentry club for children involved 
in the OSCAR after school care progamme.  
A strict rule is followed of not doing any work 
that a local contractor can do, so as to not hurt 
any businesses.

Chairman of the Whitianga Community 
MenzShed, Brian Mearns, says that men 
from all walks of life are welcome to become 
a “sheddie”. “We have members who come 
from a variety of backgrounds, from lawyers 
who have never picked up a hammer in their 
life to well-versed tradesmen who bring 
a great depth of skill and knowledge to the 
group,” he says. “It’s very neat to see how it 

dovetails together.”
Although there have been members as 

young as 17 joining the Whitianga shed, the 
vast majority of sheddies are retired folk. 
“When a man retires, not only does he need 
space, but so does his other half,” says Brian. 
“It’s especially beneficial for newly retired 
couples who find all of a sudden that they 
are in each other’s every waking moment. 
Wives have become some of our biggest 
supporters, even paying their husband’s 
$25 annual subscription. On a serious note 
though, many retired men who previously 
dedicated their lives to their work can often 
feel isolated and without a purpose, which 

is where the MenzShed can take them under 
their wing and introduce them to a supportive 
environment filled with like-minded lads.”

The Whitianga Community MenzShed 
always have between 35 and 50 members, 
but their current shed has room for only 10.  
“We are a very popular group and would 
never turn anyone away, but to be able to 
keep accepting more members and to operate 
with and around machinery and tools safely, 
we need a bigger space,” says Brian. “We are 
fundraising for a new shed and have already 
gained a lease on Thames-Coromandel 
District Council land, with plans drawn 
up for a spacious 500m2 shed. We are very 

excited for when this shed comes to life.  
Our productivity will be far greater and we’ll 
have the room capacity for our number of 
members to double. There are also plans in 
the works for when we do have the space to 
start a LadiezShed day once a week.” 

As the Whitianga Community MenzShed is 
a self-funded charity, they rely on donations 
that come from fundraisers, the sale of 
products at the local markets and donations 
from individuals or community groups as a 
thank you for the shed helping them to make 
or fix something. “We have raised $27,000 
towards our new shed within a year, but we 
need to at least double that in order to apply 
for funding,” says Brian. “Nonetheless,  
we have at this stage asked our shed builder 
to go ahead and apply for a building consent. 
Despite having to cancel our fundraiser 
events due to the uncertainty of the COVID 
pandemic, we are still planning to host a few 
events in the not too distant future.

“I would just like to acknowledge that 
without the work the Whitianga Lions did 
to bring a MenzShed to Whitianga and the 
amazing philanthropy of Richard Vetter, the 
owner of Peninsula Roofing and Scaffolding, 
who gave us our current shed rent free,  
all of the work we do would not be possible. 
Along with this, thank you to everyone who 
has supported us. I couldn’t speak highly 
enough of the generosity of the Whitianga 
community.”
To support the Whitianga Community MenzShed’s 
fundraising campaign for a new shed, please 
make a direct deposit into bank account number 
02 0496 0124241 01. For donation receipts, 
please email whitiangamenzshed@gmail.com.

Some of the members of Whitianga Community MenzShed on Thursday last week. From the 
left: Kevin Robinson, Trevor Smedley, Ryan Jarvie, Glenn Schache and Brian Mearns.




