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Former Whitianga policeman 
celebrating 40 years in town

Distributed throughout the Coromandel Peninsula, coast to coast from Thames to north of Colville - www.theinformer.co.nz

Former policeman, Don Bates (on the right), and his wife Rayliene (next to Don)  
celebrated their arrival in Whitianga 40 years ago by inviting Walter and Margot Russell  

to dinner at Salt restaurant on Saturday last week. 
On their first evening in town back in 1982, Walter and Margot took Don and Rayliene  

out for a meal at The Whitianga Hotel.

By Stephan Bosman and Tony Stickley

Forty years to the day since new Whitianga 
policeman, Don Bates, and his wife, Rayliene, 
were welcomed to town with a meal at The 
Whitianga Hotel, the couple have now repaid 
the favour as their way of saying thank you for 
all the help they received in those early days.

It was 5:00pm on Friday, 19 March 1982 
when Don, a 32-year-old Senior Constable, 
and Rayliene arrived exhausted with their kids, 
Quinton (8) and Dallas (6), from Mosgiel.

Don was to take up the post of sole-charge 
policeman covering a beat from Hikuai to  
Te Rerenga the following Monday. To make 
them feel completely at home, the Civil Defence 
policeman at the time, Walter Russell, who was 
in charge of land-based search and rescue, and 
his wife, Margot, invited the newcomers for a 
meal at the hotel.

Little did Don know that two days later he 
would have to call on Walter - virtually the only 
person he knew in Whitianga - to help him out 
of a tight spot as he could not be on hand when 
his furniture arrived from the South Island.

On the Sunday, even though he was not due 
to start work until the following day, Don was 
called out on police business including a gun 
incident just off the 309 Road. But a call to 
Walter and the furniture was quickly carried 
into the Police house next door to the Whitianga 
Police Station with the help of Walter’s good 
friend, Alan (Wattie) Watson, a marine search 
and rescue volunteer, who ran Marlin Motors 
where the Z petrol station now stands.

Don and Rayliene thought it would be a 
good idea to reciprocate and celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of their arrival in Whitianga by 
inviting Walter and Margot to dinner at Salt 
Restaurant on Saturday last week. “It was just 
typical of Walter to help out, even though he 
hardly knew me,” said Don.

Don said that on the Sunday he was asked to 
drive a relieving police officer back to Thames, 
but on the way met their furniture truck coming 
in the opposite direction. When Don contacted 
him, Walter was only too willing to help out, 
he and Wattie (now deceased) helping the 
lone furniture deliveryman move all the Bates’ 

furniture into the Police house.
Don himself was hurrying back to help,  

but en route he was called to an incident on Old 
Coach Road off The 309 where a resident was 
brandishing a shotgun at a neighbour who had 
upset him by cutting a track with a bulldozer. 
The detour meant Don did not get back to 
Whitianga until 11:00pm, by which time all the 
furniture was safely in the house.

“This is our way of saying thank you to Walter 
and Margot who made our arrival here so much 
easier,” said Rayliene. 

“That was our introduction to Whitianga and 
to Walter, someone I have become friends with 
over the years through various connections, 
including us both being volunteer firemen,” 
added Don, who received his 25-year Fire 
Service  gold star in 2002.

When moving to Whitianga, Don had been 

told to expect around 400 Police files a year to 
have to deal with, but in the first nine months 
it was actually 2,003 files and in addition there 
were other roles he had to undertake such 
as acting as a fisheries officer and as a bailiff 
serving summonses. 

Being a sole-charge policeman, Don said he 
would not have been able to do his job without 
the help of Rayliene, who was his “second 
policeman”, along with all the local fire brigades 
and land and marine search and rescue services, 
as well as the local community. “I think they 
saw the energy I brought to the job and I got full 
co-operation of the community which made it 
so much easier,” he said.

Eventually the powers-that-be realised how 
understaffed Don’s area was and appointed a 
new officer in Tairua to look after the area from 
Hikuai to the turn-off to Hot Water Beach on 

State Highway 25. At the time, Whitianga had 
a population of around 2,700, virtually half the 
current number of residents. A second Police 
officer was appointed to work alongside Don  
in 1988.

In those early days, policing was “not as PC” 
as today, with officers having more discretion 
as to how they dealt with situations. Don said 
the essential thing was to be even-handed.  
“I didn’t mind if people moaned about me,  
as long as they said I was fair,” he said. “That 
was all that worried me, that I was consistent 
and fair.”

Although Whitianga has always experienced 
relatively low rates of crime, it certainly wasn’t 
a place for a policeman to have a holiday. “Over 
the years, we’ve had our fair share of crime, 
burglaries, serious sexual crimes and three 
homicide enquiries,” said Don. 

Two events stuck in Don’s mind - an armed 
hold-up at The Whitianga Hotel and a search 
and rescue flight that crashed into the sea, 
although the pilot and two Police spotters were 
rescued by surfers.

In the armed robbery, a man with a .22 rifle 
fired into the ceiling of the bottle shop next to 
the hotel, making demands of the person behind 
the counter, while two accomplices tried to 
rob the pub itself, one armed with a pistol and 
the other swinging a machete at the publican,  
Pat O’Connor, who, fortunately, was uninjured.

As the robbers made their getaway by car, 
the publican’s son, armed with a gun, took 
everyone from the hotel upstairs for protection. 
Meanwhile Don and the publican’s son-in-law, 
both armed, set off in pursuit. “You just did it by 
the skin of your teeth,” said Don.

However, the three robbers didn’t get far, their 
car ending up in a ditch near the fish factory 
on the way out of town. One of them, armed 
with a pistol, then went to a nearby mechanical 
workshop and demanded a vehicle at gunpoint. 
“We got the guy as he was trying to start a 
truck,” said Don.

Meanwhile the Tairua Police had blocked 
the road out past the Mercury Bay Golf Course 

(Continued on page 3)
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 22 March to Wednesday, 30 March: This is the week to catch the International Space Station (ISS) if you’re up early as it can be seen most 
mornings. It is by far the brightest satellite in the sky. Venus is still stunningly bright in the dawn eastern sky. It is a virtual twin of the Earth, but totally 
covered in thick clouds which explains its brightness. It is accompanied by much fainter reddish Mars and slightly less faint Saturn all close together 
low down in the dawn eastern sky. Very bright Jupiter lies very much lower down near the horizon. Tuesday, 22 March - A good ISS pass this morning 
from 6:19am low in the north passing right below Venus. Wednesday, 23 March - The ISS can be seen with a bright pass from 5:33am in the west, 
again passing just below Venus. Thursday, 24 March - There will be a bright ISS pass from 6:21am moving high overhead and close to the Moon.  
Friday, 25 March - Another good ISS pass from 5:35am in the west passing above Venus, Mars and Saturn which form a lovely triangle in the pre-dawn 
eastern sky. Try keeping track of them as the sky gradually brightens. Saturday, 26 March - We can see a bright ISS pass from 6:22am in the SW starting 
near to the Southern Cross. Sunday, 27 March - There will be another ISS pass from 5:37am very low in the SW. Tuesday, 29 March - A very thin crescent 
Moon sits just below and to the right of Saturn and brilliant Venus in the east at dawn.

What’s happening in the night sky?

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive

Whitianga
Tel  07  869 5990

St Patrick’s day in 
Whitianga

St Patrick’s Day was in full swing across Whitianga last Thursday as many costume-clad 
residents and visitors flocked to the local watering holes. Grace O’ Malley’s Irish Inn, Smitty’s 
Sports Bar & Grill, the Mercury Bay Club and The Monkey House Theatre have all seen their fair 
share of the action. 
As expected on the national Irish holiday, the sounds of Celtic melodies, laughter and clinks 
of pints could be heard from all corners as people thronged together wearing towering  
Guinness hats.
Despite a smaller crowd this year due to the limited capacity allowed under the Covid-19 rules, 
the atmosphere was just as jovial as pre-Covid years according to Rhonda Gardner, the Grace 
O’Malley’s duty manager on Thursday. “There was a really good vibe, even though it would 
have been more packed if we didn’t have the 100-person limit,” she said. “The crowd was as 
lively as ever. But all in all, I think everyone was really just happy to be able to mix and mingle,  
at least judging by the stack of Guinness we’ve sold. We were a few staff members short as 
some were self isolating, but we’ve managed well and had lots of fun too. Plus, it was a great 
excuse to dress up.”
Pictured are some of those who enjoyed the atmosphere at Grace O’Malley’s. From left to right: 
Hugh Fairweather, Nico Fox, Emily Wilson and Rebecca Berry.

MIQ changes lift Coromandel 
accommodation bookings
New Zealand’s domestic accommodation sector 
is reporting an immediate increase in bookings 
from Kiwis returning home from overseas, 
according to new data.

Industry experts are also forecasting a further 
lift in revenue from international tourists 
arriving in time for the ski season - following 
the government’s announcement last week.

Latest figures from Bachcare, New Zealand’s 
largest holiday home management business, 
show the recent reopening of borders to returning 
expats has seen an increase of bookings made 
from Australia by 330 percent. Bookings from 
the United Kingdom are up 42 percent and the 
US also shows a 44 percent lift compared to the 
same period last year.

Zaina Razzaq, Bachcare spokesperson, says 
their data shows most are looking to reconnect 
with friends and family and have reserved 
homes which can accommodate groups of five 
or more for up to four or five days at a time.  
The figures also suggest changes to the managed 
isolation model have come just in time for New 
Zealand’s ski industry with the Queenstown/

Wanaka/Southern Lakes area already the most 
popular winter destination for Kiwis returning 
from overseas. 

“What we can see from the data is that 
forward bookings from overseas markets have 
increased significantly since changes were 
made to managed isolation requirements last 
month,” Zaina says. “The Coromandel is the 
most popular area during the warmer months of 
March and April for the influx of Kiwis from 
Australia, followed by Canterbury and the Far 
North. For those returning home from the UK, 
the Coromandel and the Wairarapa are the top 
two destinations, followed by Waiheke Island. 

“Kiwis coming back from the US follow a 
similar pattern, with bookings picking up from 
February through to April. The Coromandel 
again is the most popular, followed by the Far 
North and Abel Tasman.” 

“New Zealand’s ski industry is also 
expected to receive a significant boost from 
overseas based Kiwis travelling here for the  
winter season.”

Bachcare spokesperson, Zaina Razzaq.
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and when the Armed Offenders Squad arrived 
from Hamilton, they found the remaining two 
accomplices asleep in the car, which was still in 
the ditch. The robbers, from Huntly, were jailed  
“but not for nearly long enough”, said Don.

In the plane incident, Don said that he expected 
the door of the plane to be removed to hold an 
inflatable life raft, according to procedure, but it 
appeared that was not done. 

The plane had to ditch in the sea after the 
engine failed and the life raft inflated. “It was 
miraculous that the pilot and the two Police 
officers survived,” said Don. “It was a big lesson 
learned by me as I knew I should have made 
sure the officers had experience in operating life 
rafts in fixed wing aircraft.”

In the mid-1980s, Don had many mining 
protests to deal with. “You had to try to be fair, 
allowing the protesters to protest and the gold 
miners to work, which was their right,” he said.

Don’s greatest job satisfaction was intervening 
when he saw youngsters going slightly off the 
rails and knowing that they turned out to be 
good citizens, and also being there for people 
when they suffered a tragedy such as the loss of 
a next-of-kin.

In September of the year he arrived in 
Whitianga, there was a fire in the town hall 
where Don rushed to help out, despite not 
being registered with the Whitianga Volunteer 
Fire Brigade at the time, although he had been 
a volunteer for six years in Mosgiel. He later 
joined the brigade and finally ended up serving 
37 years in total as a volunteer fireman.

Ten years ago, at the age of 62, Don undertook 
the Sky Tower challenge of running to the top in 
full kit to raise money for Leukaemia and Blood 
Cancer New Zealand in honour of his brother, 
Ron, who died from leukaemia in 2002.

Don, who joined the Police in 1967, finally 
called it a day in 1996 when he went to live at 
Opito Bay where he and Rayliene managed an 
upmarket beach property for 11 years. “It was 
fantastic, just paradise,” he said.

Don and Rayliene returned to Whitianga in 
2008 where they built a house in the Waterways 
and Don had a lawnmowing business before 
retiring five years ago. Now his time is devoted 
to his main passion in life, playing bowls at the 
Mercury Bay Bowling & Sports Club, where he 
has been honoured as a life member.

Walter, who holds the Queen’s Medal for 
Services to the Community, said the Police 
officer before Don told them that he was leaving 
and was to be replaced by a new constable.  
“He said, ‘I hope you guys in search and rescue 
and marine rescue look after this guy the same 
way you have looked after us,’ and that is what 
we did,” Walter said.

Margot said it had to be remembered that 
Whitianga was a much smaller town back then. 
“It was the natural thing to do, you didn’t think 
you were doing anything special,” she said. 
“But that first meal with Don and Rayliene was 
special because it was special to them and it was 
quite a pleasant surprise to us that they have 
such happy and good memories.”

Walter said the bond between him and 
Don was forged during their years together 
in the Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade.  
“Now we meet up at fire brigade functions such 
as medal presentations where we are all life 
members,” he said.

“The fire brigade call themselves a family 
and they are,” added Margot. “They like to 
acknowledge you forever, so they are really  
like family.”

Margot said Don’s reference to Rayliene as 
a “second policeman” was accurate. “In those 
days the wife was just part of everything that 
happened,” she said.

As for reminiscing, Walter felt that his and 
Don’s memories would be pretty similar. 
“Having worked with Don for 25 years in the 
fire brigade, it is not like we have not seen each 
other in all that time,” he said. “We all really 
have many stories to tell.”

Forty years in town
(Continued from page 1)
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Wilding pine control at new 
Coromandel Peninsula locations
Waikato Regional Council has started 
wilding pine control at new locations on the 
Coromandel Peninsula. 

The work at Opito Bay and Whenuakite 
is part of operations on the Peninsula that 
received funding through the Ministry of 
Primary Industries’ wilding pine control 
programme, with work already completed 
at Blackjack Reserve and on AhuAhu/Great 
Mercury Island. Control work continues at 
the Matarangi Bluff Scenic Reserve.

The funding for the control work at 
Opito Bay and other parts of the Kūaotunu 
Peninsula was applied for by the Kūaotunu 
Peninsula Trust with support from the Opito 
Bay Ratepayers Association, the Project Kiwi 
Trust and the Rings Beach Wetland Group.

In Whenuakite, the work is taking place on 
a site of about 108 hectares of private land on 
Boat Harbour Road.

WRC project manager, Clark McMichael, 
says the targeted areas have sparse to dense 
mature coning trees which will be controlled 
by drilling and filling with herbicide or 
chainsawing. Seedlings and smaller trees will 
be hand pulled or hand sawn. “Wilding pines are 
a threat to biodiversity and the primary sector 
and, if nothing is done to control them, within 
30 years they will have taken over significant 
parts of New Zealand’s iconic landscapes and 
unique natural habitats,” he says.

Wilding pines spread prolifically from 
seed and grow fast to form a dense canopy 
which shades the forest floor, killing and 
preventing the growth of all other plant 

species and displacing the habitat of native  
animal species. 

The Coromandel has many iconic New 
Zealand native species, including Coromandel 
brown kiwi, kākā, long-tailed bats and kauri. 
“Wilding pine control also presents potential 
risk to these [native] species through 
disturbance, so we have surveyed the sites for 

Part of the team undertaking wilding pine control work on the Coromandel Peninsula.

their presence and have strict procedures in 
place where they exist,” Mr McMichael says. 
“No wilding pines will be felled where kākā 
or kiwi are nesting, or bats roosting. Control 
will be by drill and fill, and clean hygiene 
protocols for kauri protection will be carried 
out by contractors working near kauri.” 

In 2020, the government allocated funding 

of $100 million over four years to expand 
the National Wilding Conifer Control 
Programme. This funding is managed 
by Biosecurity New Zealand, a business 
management unit of the Ministry for Primary 
Industries. About $1.3m went towards nine 
community projects on the Coromandel and 
at Taupō.
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An Easter egg hunt…  
with a twist
With most events planned for this year affected by Covid-19, the Business Support Community Trust 
would like to do their bit to help the children of Mercury Bay enjoy Easter as much as possible with 
an “Easter egg hunt… with a twist”.
The hunt will kick off on Wednesday, 13 April. Children up to the age of 14 will be asked to go around 
Whitianga and scan a QR code displayed in the shopfronts of a number of participating businesses. 
The QR code will reveal a letter and a clue that will direct them to the next business.
The first QR code to be scanned will be displayed at The Informer office (pictured). All the participating 
businesses will be in close proximity of each other.
Once the children have found all the letters - about 10 of them - they will have to use the letters to 
work out a hidden Easter-inspired phrase. The first 100 children who write the phrase down on an 
entry from that will be published in The Informer of Tuesday, 12 April, and drop their entry into The 
Informer office, will receive a boxed Easter egg kindly donated by The Warehouse Whitianga.
All entries received will go into a draw to win prizes donated by the participating businesses.
Entries into the competition will close on Tuesday, 19 April.
Parents and caregivers are encouraged to join in the hunt to make it safe and enjoyable for the  
whole family.
More information about the hunt will be advertised in The Informer over the coming weeks.

Police Report 
By Constable Michael Carter of the Whitianga Police

Monday, 14 March to Sunday, 20 March 2022

General
On 14 March at a White Street address, a Family 
Violence incident occurred between father and 
son. The son was issued with a 10-day Police 
Safety Order.

On 15 March, an altercation occurred 
between an ex-partner and a new partner at 
an Endeavour Close address. The incident 
escalated with both parties driving off and a 
collision occurring. Enquiries are continuing to 
ascertain who is at fault.

On 17 March, a verbal argument occurred at 
an Albert Street address between intoxicated 
partners. 

On 19 March at a South Highway address, an 
altercation occurred between separated partners. 
The victim is seeking further assistance from 
other agencies.

Also on the 19th at a Cook Drive address, 
a physical altercation was reported between 
partners. The male had already left the address 
prior to the Police arriving.
Arrests
1 x local male arrested and charged with 2 x 
Breach of Protection Order.
Occurrences
On 15 March, a burglary occurred at the 
Whitianga Marina.

On 18 March, a male was acting suspiciously at 
a Cook Drive address. Enquiries are continuing 
to identify and speak with this person.
Traffic
On 15 March, a vehicle collision occurred 
on State Highway 25, Matarangi. The sole 
occupant lost control of his vehicle and rolled, 
coming to rest blocking a lane. Enquiries are 

continuing regarding his alcohol limit.
On 20 March on State Highway 25, 

Kaimarama, a serious injury collision occurred 
with a single vehicle. One of the passengers 
was taken to hospital after being thrown from 
the vehicle as some of the occupants were 
unrestrained. The driver was also taken to 
hospital with moderate injuries. Enquiries are 
continuing with regard to his alcohol limit.

If you are the occupant of a vehicle, you are 
reminded to wear your seatbelt, whether you’re 
driving a short or long distance. If you are 
caught without a seatbelt, expect a $150 fine.

Drivers are reminded to drive safely and 
to the conditions. Always wear your seatbelt, 
don’t use your phone while driving and comply 
to the speed restrictions. Drive safe and  
drive well.
Community Patrols NZ
Throughout New Zealand, there are local 
volunteers assisting the Police with keeping an 
eye out for suspicious activities and behaviour 
in their areas. Community Patrols are made 
up of everyday people who want to make a 
difference in their community.

CPNZ volunteer patrollers are the extra “eyes 
and ears” of the New Zealand Police, working 
together to assist the Police and other agencies 
in building safer local communities. With their 
local knowledge, they are a useful resource in 
crime prevention.

Our local Community Patrol is looking 
for new volunteers who also want to assist in 
making a difference. If you are keen or wanting 
to ask questions regarding CPNZ, please 
contact Ian McKenzie on (07) 866 4780.
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SeniorNet Update
We are already planning our classes and 
tutorials for our next term. Our learning 
centre in Whitianga is run by members for 
members to advance their understanding and 
use of technology in everyday life, but we 
do need your input with suggestions on what 
topics you would like us to include. 

Electric cars will soon be the next challenge. 
If you think SeniorNet could be a good 

place to help you with your devices, there 
will be an opportunity to come and talk to 
us on 13 April from 1:30pm to 3:00pm when 
members register for our next term’s classes 
and workshops.

SeniorNet have a useful site for members 
called Hangouts. No, not parties, its videos 
produced by the various learning centres 
nationally on how to use the different features 
on our laptops, phones and tablets as updates 
occur. There are also other interesting topics 
like how drones work and how electric cars 
work. There are lot of other videos with 

useful information too, like setting up your 
new laptop.  

These videos are recorded live then saved 
in the Hangout library for viewing later.  
This is a free service at the moment and 
supported by Google .

Within SeniorNet Whitianga there is a 
huge amount of useful information and skills 
that can be passed on to the older members 
of our community. We try to keep our fees 
to members as low as possible and there are 
special discounts from our sponsors.  It’s a 
win-win, so come and join us.  

For more information, please phone Lorna 
during the day on (021) 022 62504 or come 
and talk to us on 13 April.

The members of SeniorNet Whitianga meet in person at the Whitianga  
Social Services Building at 2 Cook Drive.
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Land too expensive for new Masonic 
units in Whitianga
By Tony Stickley

South Auckland Masonic Properties Limited, 
which owns a village of 27 two-bedroom  
retirement units in Whitianga, has just 
reached a new milestone with the topping 
out of the first of 57 new units in Ngatea to 
supplement its existing village of 40 homes 
for the elderly there.

Murray McLean, manager of the villages 
in Whitianga and Ngatea, is overseeing 
construction when not attending to his other 
commitments as deputy mayor of Thames-
Coromandel District Council.

Murray said there was a huge demand for 
housing for the elderly, not just in Whitianga 
and Ngatea, but everywhere. But he said that 
the current price of land made it prohibitive 
to build new units in Whitianga. “I wish we 
could get more homes built here,” he said. 
“If we could get some land at an affordable 
price, we would build them here, but there 
is no affordable land available. If there was,  
we would be getting a call a week from 
elderly people wanting a home.”

Ngatea’s original units were built in 1980, 
while those in Whitianga were constructed 
in 2001. The new homes in Ngatea will be 
predominantly two-bedroom, two-bathroom 
units with a double garage, with a few three-
bedroom and single bed studio units as well.

Murray said that the principal objective of 
the overarching body, the South Auckland 

Masonic Charitable Trust, was to provide 
affordable housing for the elderly. “It is a 
charitable trust, so we have no shareholders,” 
he said. “When we make a profit, it has to be 
distributed to charity. Up to now, any profits 
we have made have gone back into building (Continued on page 11)

more new units.”
In the early days, Murray said, the 

Freemasons’ focus was on providing care 
homes. But providing such care was simply 
too expensive and labour-intensive, and the 
South Auckland Masonic Charitable Trust had 

pivoted its charitable direction to providing 
homes for the elderly to help give them a 
comfortable and care-free old age.

Murray said that residents did not purchase 
the freehold in their unit, rather they had an 
occupation right agreement, formerly known 
as a licence to occupy. It was a win-win for 
occupants who were able to free up cash tied 
up in their old properties to live out their 
declining years in comfort.

“The old saying that 80 per cent of Kiwis 
have an expensive freehold property but not 
a lot of savings in the bank appears to be 
correct,” Murray said. “The model that we 
try to operate on is keeping the input cost into 
each unit relatively low compared to other 
property prices, which releases cash from the 
sale of our purchasers’ old homes for them to 
be able to enjoy in their retirement.”

As an example, Murray cited a recent sale 
of a unit for $425,000 which would be worth 
$850,000 on the open market. If the new 
residents had sold their old home for $1m, 
they would have well over $500,000 to spend 
as they pleased, without a worry in the world. 

“This can be life-changing for many 
people in that, for the first time in many 
years, possibly for the first time in their lives, 
they have cash available to them,” Murray 
said. “Sometimes the first thing we see 

Some of the retirement units in the Whitianga village owned by  
South Auckland Masonic Properties Limited.
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Board Talk
By the Mercury Bay Area School Board of Trustees

Greetings everyone - ngā mihi nui tātou.
What is foremost for us all at this time is the 

impact of Omicron in our local community. 
I would like to take a moment to 

communicate how impressed I am with 
the decision-making of parents, caregivers 
and whānau around their and our collective 
response to this viral outbreak. Parents are 
listening to their children around how they 
are feeling physically and emotionally at this 
time. For all of our young people these events 
are unique and different to the experiences we 
have had during the last two years - Omicron 
is here.

Our role in our kura is to “keep our staff 
as safe as possible” (along with our ākonga 
- students) and that means we are able to 
maintain our learning programmes as best as 
possible at this time. 

We all know the drill that when children are 
unwell, they need to, and are, remaining at 
home, having a test as required and returning 
to school after seven days if they have  
no symptoms. 

There is also the use of masks. We know 
they are a barrier to the transmission of  
the virus. 

Staying home when unwell and masks help 
keep all of us as healthy as possible. Well 
done whānau!

At the time of writing, learning 
programmes continue at our school and we 
have encouraged students who are at home 
to link onto our remote learning platforms so 
that they can continue their learning, to some 
degree at least, while they are at home with 
their whānau. 

Finally in this Board Talk, what I see during 
this time in our community is the continued 
and remarkable resilience I see everywhere, 
and we, at Mercury Bay Area School, will 
continue to be calm and confident that we can 
and will manage what is ahead of us, that we 
will be considerate of all things ahead of us 
and above all else that we will be kind to all.
John Wright
MBAS Principal

Land too expensive for new 
Masonic units in Whitianga
(Continued from page 9)

them do is go and get a new pair of glasses,  
the second thing is get their teeth done,  
the third is change their car and the fourth is 
have a holiday. That is something I have seen 
time and time and time again.”

While purchasers buy the right to live out 
their lives in their unit, neither they nor their 
heirs receive any capital gain when the home 
is eventually sold to a new person. Murray 
said that it was by retaining any capital gain 
that the trust was able to offer units at way 
below market value.

In addition, there is a charge of four percent 
of a unit’s purchase price for the first five 
years only - that is a maximum of 20 per  
cent - when the residents leave, to cover the 
cost of putting in new appliances, new carpet, 
new vinyl, repainting and other repairs ready 
for the next residents.

A monthly fee is charged to cover rates, 
water, insurance, lawnmowing and external 
repairs. “So the benefit is that purchasers buy 
a home at a lower cost than they would pay on 
the open market and they have the benefit of a 
monthly fee, which compared with running a 
household is a lot cheaper and at a relatively 
fixed cost,” Murray said. “They get no big 
lump sum costs. If the hot water cylinder 
breaks down, we fix it, if there is a leak in 
the roof, we fix it or if a window is broken, 
we fix it.”

In addition, residents had the friendship 
and camaraderie of other people in the village 
who looked out for one another.

While the trust did not provide monitoring 
or other services for the elderly residents, 
Murray said they were nevertheless only a 
phone call away when support was necessary, 

such as when there was a tsunami warning or 
when a resident had not been seen on their 
habitual morning walk.

Around New Zealand there are several 
other Masonic trusts - including Northland, 
Taranaki and Wellington - with the same 
focus of providing housing for the elderly.

Murray said that when considering new 
applications for units, the South Auckland 
Masonic Charitable Trust considered its 
charitable obligations to be about much more 
than just money. “Where someone has a sick 
spouse or where the only family of an elderly 
mother in Wellington live in Whitianga, we 
will do our best to help,” he said. “We will get 
them in as fast as we can, as against someone 
else who is already adequately housed.  
We like to keep families together, so it is a 
very wide compass when it comes to deciding 
who to take.”

The trust preferred to accept new residents 
of 70 plus, however in some situations they 
did accept younger applicants, depending on 
the circumstances.

New residents have to agree to sign power 
of attorney documents relating to their care 
and welfare and their property, in the event 
where they might not be able to act or speak 
for themselves.

Murray felt that the Masonic charities were 
performing a valuable social service looking 
after the housing needs of the elderly which, 
judging by the demand, was sorely needed. 
“I believe we are helping an awful lot of 
people,” he said. “This is something I have 
been doing since 1986, so I can say I have 
seen a fair few people we have helped in  
that time.”

Mercury Bay Area School as seen from the air. 
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Follow us on Twitter.

Check us out on Instagram.

See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

ONLINE POLL FOR MARCH 2022
Do you plan to travel overseas at  

some point this year?

Well-known economist 
coming to Whitianga
The Informer has asked 
well-known independent 
economist, Cameron Bagrie, 
to host two presentations on 
the New Zealand economy, 
and more specifically the 
Mercury Bay economy,  
in Whitianga on Wednesday, 
4 May. With inflationary 
pressures, supply chain 
constraints, the circulation 
of Covid-19 in the 
community, rising interest 
rates, reopening of New 
Zealand’s borders and the 
dramatic increase in house 
prices seen over the past few 
years, his insights will be 
invaluable to local business 
and property owners, as well 
as those interested in the 
economy in general.

Cameron is the owner 
of Bagrie Economics, a 
boutique research firm that 
specialises in authoritative 
analysis of the New Zealand 
economy. He has been an economist for more 
than two decades. For more than 11 years 
he was the chief economist at ANZ Bank.  
His approach to economics is non-ideological 
and pragmatic. He’s a very engaging speaker 
who say things as they are.

Cameron’s presentations will both be 
held at the Whitianga Airfield. The first 
presentation, to be held over breakfast, will 
start at 8:30am. The second presentation,  
a lunch presentation, will start at 
12:30pm. Tickets cost $25 per person 
and can be obtained by emailing  
office@theinformer.co.nz or popping into 

Ninety-two percent of Billfish 
Classic fish tagged and released
With a prize pool of more than $300,000, including $250,000 cash, last week’s Mercury Bay Game Fishing 
Club Kubota Billfish Classic tournament was the richest cash fishing tournament this year in the southern 
hemisphere. “In a few years’ time, we may be up to $1m in prizes,” Thomas Maxwell, tournament convenor, 
said at the prizegiving on Saturday evening.
The tournament saw 76 billfish and two yellowfin tuna caught. Ninety-two percent of all fish caught were 
tagged and released. 
A full capacity of 175 boats participated. All available spots were filled nine months before the tournament. 
On top of the entry fee, boats could enter two cash jackpots which improved their chances to walk away 
with a bigger cheque.
The vast majority of boats came from outside the Mercury Bay area. One launch sailed all the way from 
Nelson to Whitianga to take part in the tournament. Several anglers travelled from Australia and Central 
Otago as well.
Kubota sponsored a huge number of spot prizes - ranging from chilly bins and gear bags to kids’ tractors 
and diggers - that were given away during prizegiving. A Kubota ride-on mower and ATV were also  
given away.
A Whangamata crew on the vessel Strike On were ultimately crowned as the tournament winners.  
They were part of both jackpots and received a cheque of $108,550. In second place were the crew on 
Marlure and the Bandit crew came third. 
Prizegiving was a good night for the Bandit crew as they also won the ATV in a last man standing draw.
The $70,000 cash prize for the heaviest billfish, a 237kg blue marlin, went to the crew on the vessel Iron 
Maiden. The crew on Gambler won the $5,000 that was up for grabs for the last tagged fish and the Aurora 
2 crew walked away with the $5,000 tagging prize that was given way in another last man standing draw.
Prizegiving was a good night for the crew on the vessel Smoking Gun too. Not only did they win $10,000 
for landing the heaviest tuna, a fish of 44kg, they also won the ride-on mower.
Pictured are the Strike On crew on Saturday evening with their winning cheque and several Kubota 
representatives.

our office at 14 Monk Street, Whitianga.  
When ordering your tickets, please indicate 
if you would like to attend the breakfast or 
lunch presentation.

Both presentations will be limited to  
an audience of 100 and all Covid-19 
regulations in force at the time will strictly 
be adhered to.

The ticket price partially covers the cost 
of the catering. Cameron’s fee is carried by  
The Informer as part of celebrating the 
publication of our 1,000th issue on Tuesday, 
3 May.

Economist, Cameron Bagrie.
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Takareto, the new Whitianga Coastguard vessel.

Coastguard News
Last month, the Whitianga Coastguard Unit 
saw 12 call-outs which was down from 20 last 
year. However, the statistics showed 38 people 
were assisted and nearly the same hours spent 
on the water due to longer call-outs. In addition, 
there were seven other incidents that involved 
our duty officers helping vessels fixing their 
problems or other vessels assisting which did 
not require Coastguard vessel activation.

Of the 12 call-outs, three were for vessels 
having fuel issues and the balance mainly tows 
back to Whitianga.

After a long wait, our unit finally welcomed 
our 9m Rayglass America’s Cup vessel, 
“Takareto Rescue”. It was motored from 
Auckland to Whitianga in perfect conditions 
and now the crews are getting familiar with the 
new boat. Thank you to Lotto and Coastguard 
New Zealand for providing the vessel. This is 
going to be a great asset for our unit and the 
local boating community hopefully for a long 
time to come.

As with most organisations, we have a plan to 
ensure that our unit remains operational under 
the current Covid situation. If, for whatever 

reason, we become non-operational, we will 
notify boaties via VHF radio, but the back-up 
plan will be for Pauanui or Auckland to cover 
any call-outs. This will obviously add additional 
time to the speed of any response.

We have received a donation from the 
Goldfinch family covering the cost of a new 
defibrillator for Takareto Rescue for which we 
are very grateful.

Also, this years’ Alan Jackson Memorial 
Cadetship has been delayed and will now 
start in early June (about six weeks later than 
originally planned).

I would like to thank all the Whitianga 
Coastguard volunteers for their time and 
effort over the summer period - our radio 
operators with extended shift hours, our wet 
crew undertaking the call-outs, our dry crew, 
including our administration officer, making 
sure all is well at our shed and keeping rescue 
vessels provisioned and ready to go, and our 
duty officers who bring it altogether.
Safe boating,
Stuart Brown
Whitianga Coastguard President

More than $1,200 raised for 
Childfund’s Ukraine appeal

Mercury Bay residents and visitors moved by the events currently taking place in Eastern Europe 
gathered at The Monkey House Theatre in Whitianga last Sunday evening to enjoy live music and a 
film fundraiser for ChildFund’s Ukraine appeal.
Kicking the night off was a performance by musician, Stewart Pedley, who donated 100 percent  
of his fee to bring his vocals and the sounds of a harmonica, maracas, and an acoustic guitar to  
the stage. 
After Stewart’s performance, the 2015 documentary “Freedom or Death” was screened, allowing the 
audience to witness unfiltered footage of the brutality that many Ukrainians have been facing since 
2014. Along with the screening, a live Q&A with the director, Damian Kolodiy, took place during which 
those present were able to freely speak with Damian and ask questions.
Stewart said the documentary was eye opening and heart wrenching. “The conflicts occurring in 
Eastern Europe are something I feel strongly about,” he said. “I’m a dad, so to see that image of the 
father pressing his hand on the window of the train his child and wife are on, not knowing if he’ll 
ever see them again, is something that will stick with me. 
“Lives are being displaced and families are being separated by war, regardless of political stance, 
we can do better than this upsetting divide.”
The evening raised $1,204.10 in addition to direct online donations to ChildFund.
Pictured are a few of Sunday’s audience members. From left to right: Adrienne Jervis, Laveena 
Berryman, Bess Kingi Edmonds and Di Howie (in front of Bess).
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What’s On In the next few weeks

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGULAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Thursday from 5:30pm - 7:30pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Tuesday morning at 8:30am as an 
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Tennis Club
Club night every Thursday evening from 6:00pm at the club tennis courts at Lyon Park, Albert Street, Whitianga.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Lorna Russell on  

SPECIAL EVENTS
Celebrate 1,000 Issues of The Informer
Until Friday, 29 April. 
Buy Local Competition: Simply drop proof of your local purchases (invoices/receipts) into the blue bin on the front 
porch of our office at 14 Monk Street, Whitianga and go into the draw to win one of five $100 vouchers to spend 
with one of our advertisers. Please write your name and phone number on your invoices/receipts.
Photography Competition: Email us at office@theinformer.co.nz or send us via a Facebook message a photo you 
have taken that illustrates what makes Mercury Bay such an amazing place to live, work and play to win one of five 
$100 vouchers to spend with one of our advertisers.
Presentation on the Economy - TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Wednesday, 4 May at the Whitianga Airfield, Dakota Drive. Two presentations - breakfast at 8:30am and lunch at 
12:30pm - by well-known independent economist (and former chief economist of ANZ Bank), Cameron Bagrie, on 
the New Zealand economy and the Mercury Bay economy specifically. Attendance limited to 100 at each of the 
presentations. Tickets $25 each (breakfast and lunch included). Email office@theinformer.co.nz to book your spot 
or pop into The Informer offices at 14 Monk Street Whitianga.
Whitianga Marathon - ENTRIES NOW OPEN
Saturday, 21 May. Five distances ranging from 5km - 42.2km. See whitiangamarathon.co.nz for more information 
and to enter.

(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.
Cooks Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am, starts back 20 February. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on  
(021) 157 9979 for more information.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 994

Last week’s winner - Bruce Mackintosh

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must 
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s solution

ACROSS 
1.   Monetary assets
7.   Game bird
8.   Shouts
10. Heading for our  
      planet
12. Complete disorder
14. Mexican food shell
16. In the area of
17. Statue
20. Error
23. Chaos
24. People taken from  
      danger
25. Pry

DOWN
1.   Lobbies
2.   Valley
3.   Which?
4.   Brindled cat
5.   Drenched
6.   Film production company
9.   South American dance
11. Twin-hulled vessel
13. Self-image
15. Rabbit enclosure
16. Sounds
18. Dainty crockery item
19. Happen
21. Smell strongly
22. Spun thread
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Sport Results
MERCURy BAy GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 15 March
Results Men: 1 Bill McLean, 2 Phil Drane, 3 Brian Stewart
Results Ladies: 1 Lee Pudney.
Eighteen-hole Ladies Captain’s Trophy Area Stableford 
Round 1 - Wednesday, 16 March
Results Division 1: 1 Sharyn Smith 40, 2 Chrissie Smith 
38, 3 Christine Watson 38.
Results: Division 2: 1 Christine Lowe 42, 2 Fiona Gardien 
36, 3 Faith Stock 34.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Par - 
Wednesday, 16 March
Results: 1 Garry Morton +5, 2 Rohit Ranchhod +4, 3 Alan 
Henderson +3.
Twos: Roger Booth (2), Bryan Patterson, Jack Coldicutt, 
Carl Mitchell, Alan Henderson, Best Gross: Richard 
Schofield 76.
Nine-hole Ladies Stableford - Thursday, 17 March
Results Division 1: 1 Maree Denney, 2 Allison Goodlet,  
3 Ann Blair.
Results Division 2: 1 Claudia Atford, 2 Judy Hindrup,  
3 Noeline Boardman.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford - 
Saturday, 19 March
Results: 1 Matty Menzies 39, 2 Rob Baines 38, 3 Cameron 
Goodger 37.
Best Gross: Matty Menzies 72, Twos: Dan Ray, Wayne 
Kearney and Mark Burcombe, Longest Drive (Division 
1): Matty Menzies, Nearest the Pin (Division 1): Wayne 
Kearney, Nearest the Pin (Division 2): Rohit Ranchhod.
PURANGI GOLF & COUNTRy CLUB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies L Haycock Trophy Par - 
Tuesday, 15 March
Results: 1 Equal Jock Peacock, Anne Costello and Wayne 
Morrison.
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Rose Matthews Rosebowl 
Stableford - Thursday, 17 March
Results: 1 Neil Gollan, 2 Equal Jim Brown, Wayne Morrison 
and Meryll Hawke
Rosebowl Winners: Neil Gollan and Meryll Hawke.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Stroke Play 
Championships Net Round 1 - Saturday, 19 March
Results: 1 Grant Webster 66, 2 John Hamilton 67, 3 Tim 
Bartlett 69, 4 Neil Vowles 70.

4BBB: Equal First Tim Bartlett and Grant Webster 60, 
and Tim Bartlett and Ryan Cochrane 60, Best Gross: Tim 
Bartlett 76, Nearest the Pin: Ryan Cochrane, Twos/Net 
Eagles: Tim Bartlett.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Betty Dunn Pairs Week 2 - Tuesday, 15 March
Results: 1 Denise Knutson and Robyn Hogg 66.67,  
2 Frank Geoghegan and Peter Hogg 61.11, 3 Val Dwight 
and Angeal Butterworth 56.94.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 14 March
North/South: 1 Shirley Smith and Peter McNeil 60.00,  
2 Nolene Kirkpatrick and Celia Young 52.00, 3 Liz Young 
and Johanna Bonnar 46.00.
East/West: 1 Gillian Martin and Donna Harvey 55.26,  
2 Lynn Kime and Christian Meinhold 54.17, 3 Robyn 
Hunter and Jo Feasey 53.56.
MERCURy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 17 March
Winners: Peter Rabarts, Alan Henderson and Wayne Fisher.
Runners-up: Ian Pudney, Wayne McNeill, Bev McAllister 
and Trevor Knight.
Good Sports: John Taberner, Lee Pudney, Pat Fisher and 
Joy McGregor.
MERCURy BAy BOWLING & SPORTS CLUB
Business House Bowls Finals - Monday, 14 March 
Due to Covid restrictions, entry into the competition was 
limited to 20 teams, divided into two sections of 10 teams. 
Over the first three Monday evenings, each team played 
three games with limited time in a round robin draw. 
Following the round robin, teams were placed in five 
groups of four teams depending on their placing in the 
round robin and competed in a round robin against the 
three other teams in their group. This allowed teams to 
play against other teams of a similar standard resulting in 
some very tight and even finishes.
On the finals evening, one final game was scheduled for 
all teams and this was followed by a corner-to-corner fun 
event, a social hour or so and prizegiving.
Prizes were awarded to the four teams in Group A, two 
teams in Group B and the winners of all the other groups.
This is a popular Monday evening social fun bowls event, 
and some teams and players have participated for many 
years. It was pleasing to see a number of younger persons 

enjoying the game after work and participating in the 
social atmosphere.  
Sincere thanks are extended to the Mercury Bay Bowling 
Club members who willingly gave up many hours in 
various capacities, from preparing and marking the 
greens, kitchen and bar duties and selling raffles to 

checking vaccination passes and general administration 
- without their help this would not have been possible.
Prize winners: Group A - 1 Tennis Club, 2 ABEEZ, 3 SUNZ 
Kina, 4 Turf Works, Group B - 1 Works End, 2 The Old 
Bustards, Group C - 1 Opito Rollers, Group D - 1 PBS, 
Group E - 1 Scooters.

The members of Tennis Club, winners of the 2022 Mercury Bay Bowling Club Business House 
competition. From left to right: Judy Russell (club president), Peter Sheehan, Betty Grant,  

Paul Simpson and Linda Simpson.
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Sudoku

        Last week’s winner - Barbara McCook

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

 Sudoku Puzzle 994

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Ka pai hoki tēnā!” - “That’s neat/Well done!”

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail 
or scan and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. 
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
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Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1280
Fishing Report  

When considering a used (or new boat) there are 
a few things to look out for.

What is the boat being used for - occasional 
fishing trips with a mate or two, or family 
outings? Will the boat be used on a lake, 
river or the ocean? It’s a bit like buying a car.  
You wouldn't buy a two-seater sports car for a 
family of four or or five, you wouldn’t buy a 
4x4 for a run-around-town car and you wouldn’t 
buy a 900hp performance sports car for a new 
driver. The same rules apply to buying a boat. 
Look for the boat that serves your current and 
future purposes.

Often the excitement of buying your boat can 
cloud your better judgement. Take time to really 
decide if what you are considering is the best 
option. You should always sea trial a boat the 
same way you would test drive a car. Sea trial 
the boat on a moderate weather day.

Buying from a boat dealership provides 
protection by means of New Zealand consumer 
laws and the deals are usually straight forward. 
Normally a dealer will have the full history of 
the boat. When buying a second-hand boat from 
a private individual, at an auction or through a 
tender process, under New Zealand law there 
is no warranty and any issues will be your 
responsibility.

A quick checklist - have you:
• Decided which type of boat meets your and 

your family’s needs?
• Considered where you’ll be going boating on 

a regular basis?
• Chosen a boat based on your lifestyle, 

activities and the places you want to go?
• Determined how or where you will store 

your boat?

• Looked into financing, insurance and 
licensing requirements?

• Worked out a budget to make sure you can 
afford to both buy and operate your boat?

• Taken a boat education course?
• Joined Coastguard?

Once you’ve decided on a boat, you need 
to ensure that you pay a reasonable price for 
the boat. Beware of paying a cheap price for a 
boat that is obviously worth a lot more. “Have 
I got a deal for you mate,” might indicate that 
the boat is stolen. If you purchase a stolen 
boat that is eventually recovered by the Police,  
the boat will be confiscated and you may face 
other consequences.

You need to locate the serial number of the 
outboard motor of the boat you would like to 
purchase. All outboard motors should have their 
serial number on an aluminum tag or sticker that 
is attached to the transom-mounting bracket. 
Your suspicions should be aroused if the sticker 
or the tag has been removed. Don’t accept an 
explanation that the tag or sticker has fallen off. 
The serial number may also be stamped into the 
engine frost plug that is located in the block of 
the motor. You will need to take off the engine 
cowling to see it.

You also need to locate the serial number 
of the boat you’re interested in. Some boat 
manufacturers attach an aluminum tag with the 
serial number onto the boat. It can sometimes be 
located on the dashboard or outboard well, or on 
the transom. Not all boats have this tag.

Check if the trailer of the boat you’re keen 
to purchase has been registered recently. Does 
the registration date of the trailer match the 

manufacturing date of the boat? If the boat 
is being sold on an unregistered trailer or a 
recently re-registered trailer, ask why? It may 
be that the boat and trailer are stolen, and the 
offenders have re-registered the stolen trailer in 
an attempt to disguise it.

How long has the seller of the boat you 
are interested in had the boat and why are 
they selling it? If they have only had the boat 
for a short while it may indicate that there is 
something wrong with it or that it is stolen.

Trace the ownership history of the boat 
you would like to buy. You should establish 
the previous owners’ details. Contact them to 
confirm that they sold the boat at some point  
in time. 

The further back you can trace the people 
who have owned the boat, the better. Ideally you 
want to go right back to the original dealer who 
sold the boat new. That way you can confirm 
that the boat has not been stolen.

Confirm the details of the seller of the 
boat you’re keen to purchase. Check where 
they live and the vehicle they drive. Don’t 
meet them in a public place or do a deal over  
the phone.

Check if the trailer of the boat you’re 

interested in is stolen. Contact your local police 
station with the registration number of the 
trailer. They will tell you if the trailer has been 
reported stolen.

Check if money is owed on the boat you have 
chosen to buy. The seller may have secured a 
loan from a bank or finance company to buy the 
boat. The bank or finance company will then 
have a financial interest in the boat. This could 
affect you as the new owner. 

You can contact MotorWeb, phone 0800 843 
847 and website motorweb.co.nz, to check if 
the trailer is stolen or if any money is owed on 
it. You will need the registration number of the 
trailer. This is not a free service. They may not 
be able to say if money is owed on the boat,  
as most boats don’t have any permanent 
form of identification. For this reason banks 
and finance companies use the trailer as an  
identifiable object.
Next week, we’ll look at what you have to 
take into account with regard to the physical 
condition of a boat you’re keen to buy.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz

The first instalment of a two-part series on what to look out for when buying a used (or new) boat
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the 
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Brain Teaser Puzzles 994

Brain Teaser - Red Herring
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s Brain Teasers solution - Vaki Puzzle

Last week’s winner - 

Red Herring Instructions
Fill in the gaps with letters to find the names of eight areas 
around the home. Only eight? Yes, two of the examples are 
red herrings and won’t produce anything but frustration.  
All the answers have seven letters.

Last week’s winner - Jenny Upsall
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Bittersweet when the student beats the 
teacher, but no greater reward

(Continued on page 24)

When the apprentice surpasses the master,  
it is always a sign that the lessons taught 
by the teacher have been well learned by  
the pupil.

So it was at the recent Mercury Bay Boating 
Club “Double Trouble” regatta, which had 
been postponed from November last year,  
when 16-year-old Josie Fairweather, one of 
the up-and-coming stars of the club, managed 
to beat the club commodore and chief coach, 
Jonathan Kline, in two races in the ultra-rapid 
Hobie Cat class.

While Jonathan took out the podium title 
(with crewmate Chris Devenoges), the fact that 
he was bested in two races by Josie (with best 
friend Elise Reader crewing) showed that the 
young catamaran skipper had come of age and 
was ready to mix it with the big guys.

Jonathan had nothing but praise for a 
protegee he had mentored since coming 
to the club some five years ago. “It is 
bittersweet when the student beats the teacher,  
but there is also no greater reward,” he said 
graciously. “In this last regatta, Josie finished 
consistently in the top five across seven races, 
including a second place finish just seconds 
behind me and two other races where she beat  
me handily.”

Josie was just as fulsome especially of her 
coach but also others at the club who had helped 
her develop into the fine sailor she has become, 
notably Fred Acke and Ernst Baumberger. 
While she was very competitive this was a 
friendly rivalry with people she sailed and 
trained with every week. “It definitely feels 
good beating people in the Hobie Cats, but it is 
more against friends and I am very lucky to be 

part of a good sailing community of Jonathan, 
Fred and also Ernst and others,” she said.  
“I would not have got to where I am without 
their dedication.”

Josie got into sailing about five years ago 
after two teachers at Mercury Bay Area School, 
Chris Johnston and Craig Lidgard, wanted 
to teach their own children to sail and asked 
if anyone else was interested. Her parents,  
Hugh Fairweather and Rose Mahon,  
who are also teachers at the school, put her 
name forward - and that was her initiation into 
the world of sailing.

Josie acknowledges that she was not 
particularly passionate about the sport at 
first, noting that the Opti class was a bit like 
wallowing around in a floating bathtub. It was 
the arrival of Jonathan at the club as head coach 
and his vigorous promotion of youth sailing 
that inspired her, especially as she moved up 
from Opti, Micron and Laser monohulls to the 
speedy Hobie catamarans.

Despite the speed difference, it was on the 
slower boats that Josie developed the strategical 
nous and tactical skills which she transferred to 
the faster Hobies. 

Asked about her heroes, Josie nominated 
Whitbread sailor, Tracy Edwards of the Maiden 
Factor Foundation for the empowerment of 
girls, who skippered the all-female crew of 
Maiden in the Whitbread round the world race 
in 1989. “She is my hero among famous people, 
but my main heroes would be my coaches at the 
club, Jonathan and Fred, but especially Jonathan 
who does so much for youth sailing,” she said.

Mercury Bay Boating Club junior sailor, 16-year-old Josie Fairweather, in action on the water.
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THANK YOU

IN MEMORIAM

mCtier, Susan mary 
1 November 1968 -  

28 march 2021
Suzy and her dogs,  

together forever. 
Remembered and missed  
by all the McTier clan.

Indeed, Josie’s two coaches have inspired her 
so much that she wants to follow their careers 
as a skipper of superyachts sailing the world.  
Like other people she says she sometimes 
dreams of representing her country, before 
adding that that is not really on her “bucket list”. 
“What I want to do is what Jonathan and Fred 
have done, because they are both ex-captains of 
super yachts, sailing out of the Mediterranean 
or the Caribbean,” she said. “Maybe not up 
to skipper at first, you have got to start at the 
bottom - crew, bosun, deckhand.”

But Josie’s desire to sail the world on super 
yachts is tempered with a pragmatic approach 
of having good educational qualifications 
to assist her in her goal. Being strong in 
mathematics and science, she wants to go 
to university to study a business degree or 
perhaps marine engineering, or global studies. 
“A business degree you can pretty much apply 
to any industry, including the superyacht 
industry,” she said.” “But I am not sure yet, 
maybe something in marine engineering or 
hydro-dynamics which is a lot of the stuff they 
use in the America’s Cup when they look at the 
boats, how sleek they are, how they run through 
the water and the sail aerodynamics. I feel that 
would be helpful if I had a degree in that to help 
me in my superyacht career.”

In the meantime, Josie is committed to giving 
back to the club that has given her so much. 
At the very tender age of 13 or 14 she took a 
coaching course in Tauranga which qualified 
her as an assistant coach, although if she had 

been old enough to drive the tender, she would 
have got a head coach certificate. “Jonathan has 
given so much time and effort to me and to my 
generation of sailors that we give back to him 
and I “buddy” coach once or twice a week,”  
she said. “He is the head coach and I am like 
the ‘assistant’. 

“I have done the course and know what 
Jonathan expects of people, so I help organise 
the eight-year-olds to make sure they have their 
lifejackets, they have bungs in their boats and 
that they don’t forget anything, just to make it a 
little bit easier for him.”

Asked about Josie’s dedication to sailing, 
Jonathan said, “It was clear very early on that 
Josie was committed. She not only enrolled in 
every training opportunity available, but also 
volunteered to help coach the younger learn-
to-sail students. She embraced the concept 
we pitched - that teaching makes you a  
better sailor.

“Once she was introduced to the Hobie 
16 catamaran, she was hooked on the speed, 
the adrenaline and the pure focus required. 
The buddy coaching continued but there 
was a new fire in her belly for Hobie sailing. 
Serendipitously, the club had been gifted  
a Hobie 16 and committee member,  
Fred Acke, a retired superyacht captain and 
veteran Hobie sailor, took Josie’s training  
to the next level.

“With her unwavering commitment and 
genuine love of the sea, I wonder what lies over 
the horizon.”

When the student 
beats the teacher
(Continued from page 23)

Silver coin set in silver disc and 
catch to hook onto chain.  
Very sentimental piece  

of jewellery.
If found, please phone/text  

Trish on 021 077 0123  
or drop into the Whitianga 

Police Station.
Thank you.

LOST



The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz Page 25Issue 994 - 22 March 2022

SITUATIONS vACANT

Classifieds and Public Notices
FAGANS  

FLOORING XTRA
PART TIME SALES/CUSTOMER 

SERVICE POSITION
We are looking for a permanent part-
time sales/customer service person 
for our Whitianga store, 25 hours per 
week and 1 x Saturday morning every 
3 weeks.

Experience in drapes, blinds, flooring, 
or interior design is an advantage but 
not essential as full training can be 
provided for the right person.

Please send your CV to  
doug.robertson@flooringxtra.co.nz.

BUILdING PROjECT MANAGER  
WHITIANGA PROPERTY SERVICES
Building and renovation project manager position available in sunny Whitianga  
and surrounding Coromandel area.
Hours and benefits are flexible and negotiable.
The role involves:
• Meeting with clients to discuss their projects and keeping notes and records.
• Generating quotes for various types of renovation/building projects.
• Liaise with clients and company management. 
• Source materials and arrange deliveries. 
• Oversee projects and coordinate subtrades to ensure smooth  
 uninterrupted progress.
The ideal candidate will be: 
• Experienced in the practical aspects of building and carpentry. 
• An LBP is an advantage but not strictly essential.
• Experienced in managing projects and coordinating the flow of materials  
 and labour.
• Have a friendly approachable demeanor with a positive solution  
 focused outlook.
• Keeps tidy and accurate records and job files for each project. 
• Takes pride in their work and ensures all work is completed to a high standard.
If this sounds like you or you’re interested to learn more, please contact Maree  
on 0800 007 366 or 027 457 1436.

Customer serviCe Consultant 
Are you passionate about the 

Coromandel? 
Are you a good listener? 

Do you enjoy providing creative 
solutions? 

The Coromandel Town Information 
Centre prides itself on making visitors 

to our region feel welcome. We support 
local businesses by promoting the 
upper Coromandel Peninsula and 

providing free information about their 
attractions, goods and services.  

We have a strong community focus, 
support community organisations  

and help residents find  
the information they need. 
We are currently looking for  

a Customer Service Consultant to 
work up to 18 hours a week, including 

during the summer school holidays.  
The ideal candidate will be outgoing 

and friendly. They will be self-
motivated, flexible, have a great sense 

of humour and will know how to 
remain calm under pressure. 

The role has variety and requires good 
selling skills. When not busy with 

customers, the successful applicant 
will assist in delivering initiatives that 
promote the centre and the region. 

a full position description can be 
obtained by emailing  

trustees@coromandeltown.nz. 
applicants should email their 

curriculum vitae and cover letter  
to trustees@coromandeltown.nz.

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

APPLICATIONS NOW INVITEd:
MUSSEL OPENERS

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently being 

paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.

At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
OPC operates a WorkWell programme where your wellbeing matters. 

OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with  
any issues requiring specialist advice.

Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

FULL TIME AdMINISTRATION POSITION
Full time admin position available with the opportunity to progress into 
a senior role. We are a well-established, modern accounting firm who 
can offer the right candidate job flexibility, training, be part of a friendly 
supportive team and also long term career prospects. Qualifications or 
prior accounting experience is not essential to apply for this position.
Send your CVs through to louis@pbservices.net.nz 
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CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times  
please visit our website

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

Classifieds and Public Notices

DOG GROOMING MIKE’S MOWING
$25 empty sections,  

fortnightly or monthly mowing.  
Free edge spraying.

Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  
or 027 320 1703

Coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don mclean 022 453 2188

email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

Rubbish Removal 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

THE BESS HANDZ  
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS

Alterations, repairs,  
zip and hem service.  

Phone 866 5277.

DAVE’S 
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,  
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.

30 Years Experience.  
Free Quotes or Advice.

Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

HOLISTIC HEALTH

CHURCH SERvICES

(021) 781 081

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

For all types of guttering  
and spouting

Mercury Bay Spouting

Tony  021 505 109

FIREWOOd FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR SALE

HEALTH SERvICES

TO LET

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258
STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 07 866 5693

STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

WORK WANTED

HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway, 
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen 

clean and treatment, exterior window 
cleaning or general waterblasting,  
100m hose so access no problem. 

Cover the whole peninsula. 
Phone 0800 747 787  

or Andy direct 027 313 4386

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presbyterian/Methodist Church

Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.

Vaccination passes to be shown.
Come join us.  

Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452

www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
From Tairua to Colville.  

30 years servicing all areas. 
Fully vaccinated.

Phone Chris 021 082 47928

all House and ProPertY  
rePairs and maintenanCe
Phone/text andy 022 346 2040

All welcome   
WHITIANGA SDA FEllOWSHIP

First Saturday of every month  
@ 10am, at the Town Hall

Contact Tony on 022 354 4069  
or Jan on 027 248 2984 

Mercury Bay Junior Rugby Club
REGISTRATION 2022
Register online.
Register for the following teams:  
Rippa: (year 2 and below) Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6, Year 7 & 8.
We are now taking registrations online  
at www.sporty.co.nz/mercurybayrsc/
Registration-Forms/2022-junior-player-
registration
Registrations will close end of school 
term 1.
Trainings to commence shortly.
Playing Season commences Saturday 
May the 7th.
Correspondence to: 
mercurybayjuniorrugby@gmail.com  
or 027 749 9011.

WANTED

VEHIclES WANTED 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  
4X4s, CARS -  
dead or alive,  

damaged, de-registered,  
mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 
call 0800 333 398

WORK WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Three young sisters’ swim-a-thon for 
community pool
By Tony Stickley

Despite the postponement of the Mercury 
Bay Swimming Club’s swim-a-thon due 
to Covid, three young sisters did their own 
“family swim-a-thon” last week, raising over 
$1,000 towards heat pumps for the Whitianga 
community swimming pool.

Candice Van de Ven, who coaches 
swimming at Mercury Bay Area School,  
said the sponsorship event was put off to a date 
to be fixed after a number of club members 
tested positive for Covid. “We are waiting for 
our members to come out of isolataion before 
we set a new date,” she said.

However, Candice decided to let daughters 
Libby, aged nine, Laurie, aged seven and 
Gracey, aged five, swim their own personal 
fundraising event for the pool. “I wanted to 
let them do it before our family got struck 
down with Covid as well and we might end 
up isolating to when the pool can’t be open 
anymore over the winter months,” she said. 
“So I was very keen to let them do it to meet 
their own personal goals. They had pre-raised 
the money through sponsorship from friends 
and family, and they were so excited and so I 
said we will do it together in the pool.”

Libby set herself a goal of 20 lengths in 15 
minutes but achieved 25, Laurie wanted to 
swim 10 in that time but did an extra four, 
while Gracey set a target of five lengths but 
fell just short, completing 4.5 lengths.

“They are all absolutely stoked that they 
were able to do it and raise so much money for 
the heat pumps, and both I and [my husband] 
Vandy are really proud of them, obviously,” 
said Candice.

When the swim-a-thon finally goes ahead, 
the girls will join the other swimmers.  

“There is nothing like extra time in the pool,” 
said Candice.

Before the postponement, Candice said 
there were around 20 swimmers due to take 
part in the swim-a-thon, although it is hoped 
several more of the 100-plus members of the 

club will put their names forward when the 
current Covid wave has passed.

The club wants to raise around $5,000 
towards the cost of the heat pumps and other 
ancillary equipment the trust managing 
the pool would like to obtain. According to 

Candice, the heat pumps will cost $65,000 
but when thermally-efficient covers and 
insulation are added, that figure shoots up to 
around $100,000.

“The swimming club are doing this 
fundraising as our part to help the pool 
trust, because obviously we are big users 
of the pool, probably the most of anybody 
in the community, so we thought we should 
do something to raise money as well,”  
said Candice, who is also a member of the 
pool trust.

The trust is involved in a number of 
sponsorship campaigns at present and the 
Whitianga Lions had come on board, kindly 
offering to donate the proceeds of their 
annual art exhibition towards the heat pump 
installation as well. “It will mean that we can 
basically keep the pool open longer so that 
more people can use it,” said Candice. “At the 
moment, the pool gets really cold towards the 
end of April and we have to close it between 
Easter Weekend and Labour Weekend.”

Meanwhile, Candice is coaching swimming 
at MBAS three days a week, teaching all the 
primary school students this year. The other 
two days are spent at home looking after two-
year-old daughter, Demi.

“It has been amazing because we have 
been able to get all the primary school 
students from new entrants through to Year 
Six in the pool,” said Candice. “I have got 
them three days a week - Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday - and the classes run every 
25 minutes. We have basically got - and I am 
very confident in this - pretty much every 
child at the school swimming now, which is 
wonderful.”

The Van de Ven sisters. From the left: Laurie, Libby, Gracey & Demi.




