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A tribute to Whitianga’s
“brothers in arms”
By Stephan Bosman and Tony Stickley

“Brothers in arms” is an apt description for
four Whitianga siblings whose family is
honouring their military service during World
War II with a special tribute to commemorate
ANZAC Day.
Photos of the four soldiers are featured on
a plaque mounted on the back of an authentic
1944 Willys Jeep which will be at the roadside
during the ANZAC Day Dawn Service at
Soldier’s Memorial Park in Whitianga on
Monday next week (25 April).
Also remembered on the plaque are three
other family members who served in different
conflicts around the world.
“When you call it brothers in arms, it is
literally true,” says Kerry McCabe (better
known as Kezza), whose father, Harvey,
is one of the four brothers who lived with their
family in Arlington House in Monk Street.
The plaque is paying tribute to brothers
Harvey and Roy McCabe, who both saw
action in the Western Desert, James McCabe,
who served at Guadalcanal, and Sonny
McCabe, who was seriously injured at the
well-known railway station battle at Monte
Casino while serving with the 28th Māori
Battalion. A fifth brother, Conway, tried to
join up but was deemed necessary to New
Zealand as he was a boilermaker.
“Our great uncle, Hawi Tenetahi Te Heru,
is featured on the plaque as he served at
Gallipoli in 1915 in the Pioneer Battalion,
the precursor to the Māori Battalion,”
says Kezza. “He was bayonetted in the head
at Gallipoli, sent to England to recover and
then sent off to the Western Front where he
received a hand wound there.”
Roi McCabe, a former Detective Sergeant
who served with distinction in the Australian
Army as a tracker behind enemy lines during
the Vietnam War, and Keith Lawrence who
destroyed a tank during WWII and dragged
his wounded superior officer to safety while
under fire, are also honoured on the plaque.

The plaque on a 1944 Willys Jeep honouring four McCabe brothers who fought in World War II
and other members of the Whitianga family who served in conflicts around the world.
“Keith was imprisoned in the same prisoner
of war camp as my father,” says Kezza. “After
the war, they were to meet again at Keith’s
wedding in Hawkes Bay where he married
a family member and became Uncle Keith.”
With a deep interest in his family history,
Kezza’s garage has been turned into a mini
museum not just for the family’s military
links, but also for the family origins and
history throughout the ages. On the one side is
his and his family’s Irish, Scottish and Norse
roots which have been traced back vaguely

to the 13th century Galloglass mercenaries,
and on the other is his Māori lineage
which goes back through his grandmother,
Ngapeka (“Rebecca”), to paramount Ngāpuhi
war chiefs Tamati Waka Nene and his
brother Patuone.
The walls of the garage are covered with
family history, photographs of servicemen
at war and as children in Whitianga, letters
from the front and memorabilia, including
Kezza’s father’s old army kit bag from the
Western Desert.

Kezza’s grandparents had 12 children.
“My father and three of his siblings went to
war and that is something future generations
of our clan should know about,” says Kezza.
“By looking at these walls they will learn
of their Irish heritage, their Māori heritage,
their Whitianga heritage and before that,
their Gumtown heritage. They will know that
they belong to this valley of kauri, gum and
beaches. It runs in their veins, this is where
their roots are.
(Continued on page 3)
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Local actors inspired by ‘brilliant’ drama workshop
By Pamela Ferla
A dozen local actors arrived at Mercury Bay
Area School on Sunday, 10 April excited
and hoping they would remember their lines.
They went home inspired and with renewed
passion for their craft, thanks to a drama
workshop run by leading New Zealand
actress and New Zealander of the Year in
2020, Jennifer Ward-Lealand.
Whitianga’s Offbeat Theatre Company
was well represented at the workshop,
which included a car full of enthusiasts from
Tairua. The six pairs of actors took turns
to play out their roles and received many
gems of practical advice to enhance their
performance. Those taking part felt privileged
to learn from such an experienced actress.
Jennifer has been made an Officer of the New
Zealand Order of Merit for services to theatre
and the community.
Jennifer’s television and web appearances
include Full Frontal, Xena: Warrior Princess,
The Almighty Johnsons and Dirty Laundry.
She received outstanding reviews for her
lead role in the film Vermillion. As well
as acting, singing and directing, she is a
drama teacher and intimacy coordinator
(putting a professional process in place for
intimate scenes).
Because of Covid restrictions, the workshop
was postponed three times since planning
started last July. “But it was more than
worth the wait,” said Offbeat Theatre chair,
Sharyn Morcom. “Jennifer was brilliant,
the workshop was beautifully streamlined
and she helped us to learn from watching as
well as participating. It really couldn’t have
been any better in my mind. We were truly
privileged to be able to bring a professional of
Jennifer’s calibre into our wee community.”
Sharyn said those taking part were
buzzing and full of inspiration to take their
new skills to the stage. “I want to express
Offbeat Theatre’s deep gratitude to Thames-

Leading New Zealand actress, Jennifer Ward Lealand (second from the left), encourages local
actors Kate Nielsen (on the left) and Rachael Mayne during a drama workshop in Whitianga on
Sunday, 10 April. The other workshop participants are observing.
Coromandel District Council and the Mercury
Bay Community Board for the grant they
allocated us to help the workshop happen,”
she said “We are also grateful to Mercury
Bay Area School for allowing us to use their
drama room.”
The New Zealander of the Year award
acknowledged Jennifer as a role model for
all New Zealanders through her leadership
and dedication. Her commitment to the
performing arts in New Zealand includes
being president of Equity New Zealand,
a trust board member of the Actors
Benevolent Fund, and patron of the Auckland
Performing Arts Centre and Theatre New
Zealand. Her work in championing Te Reo in
the performing arts was recognised with her
being gifted the name Te Atamira, The Stage,

by the late Dr Te Wharehuia Melroy and
Sir Timoti Karetu.
Jennifer told The Mercury Bay Informer
how she started her acting career. “The arts
have been an important part of my family,”
she said. “When I was seven, my dad took
me to rehearsals for the Greek tragedy,
Oedipus, and I knew then that this was where
I belonged. So I told my mum I was going to
be an actor.”
Pondering her favourite roles, Jennifer
picks playing screen goddess Marlene
Dietrich as one of them. “But my favourite
type of role is black comedy that takes me
everywhere emotionally and uses every part
of my craft,” she said. “It’s a bit like surgery you have to be on top of your timing. It’s very
satisfying.”

What’s happening in the night sky?
Tuesday, 19 April to Wednesday, 27 April: The great line-up of early morning planets continues this week with the constantly moving Moon a useful guide
to help sort out which is which from day to day. Venus is by far the brightest, and a lovely sight, followed by Jupiter and then much fainter Saturn and
Mars, with Mars being distinguished from Saturn by its slightly reddish hue. There will also be several good, but quite low, International Space Station (ISS)
passes to view this week as it has now moved into our early evening sky. Wednesday, 20 April: Venus continues its rapid trip towards the Sun and breaks
up the even spacing between the four planets in the dawn. There will be an ISS passes tonight from 7:43pm low in the west. Thursday, 21 April: Another
ISS pass tonight from 6:54pm low in the west. Friday, 22 April: The early morning planets remain nicely lined-up. A good ISS pass tonight from 6:05pm
in the west. Saturday, 23 April: Another ISS pass tonight from 6:54pm very low in the west. Sunday, 24 April: The Moon sits above the lined-up planets
Saturn, Mars, Venus and Jupiter in the dawn. A low ISS pass can be seen from 6:06pm in the western sky. Monday, 25 April: The dawn Moon lies just to
the right of Saturn with the other three planets all in a line below. Tuesday, 26 April: The Moon at dawn is now just to the right of slightly reddish Mars with
similarly faint Saturn above and brilliant Venus and bright Jupiter below. There will be a very low ISS pass from 6:05pm in the SW tonight.

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides

Jennifer acknowledged the effect that
COVID-19 has had on those involved in the
arts. “It has been an incredibly tough time,
but actors are resilient creatures because
there’s a lot of rejection in the industry”
she said. “The statistics are not good in
our industry, but we are trying to turn them
around. And one measure that is off the chart
is our hope.”
As a school leaver Jennifer toured New
Zealand with a community theatre group.
Now she tours as a teacher of her craft.
“I have toured a lot to small community
theatres around the country and I love it,”
she said. “There’s a hunger to learn and it’s
heart-warming that people are interested and
want to up their skills. If I can help people by
showing them practical craft skills, then it’s
very rewarding.”
And what about tips to help actors remember
their lines? “In the end it’s just about doing
the hard work,” Jennifer said. “Personally,
I sit up at night and work on my lines and
I find that they stay in my head more. And it’s
a question of use it or lose it.”
Jennifer and her husband, actor Michael
Hurst, have two sons. They follow the
family tradition, working in music and film
production.
Sharyn Morcom says the Offbeat Theatre
Company has had a hard time bringing
anything to stage for several years because
of problems around COVID-19, as well as
a lack of security around a venue to perform
in. “However, the venue issue is one that we
are actively working on in conjunction with
TCDC,” she said. “Any support from the
community would be most welcome.”
Anyone interested in helping Mercury Bay
develop a home for visual and performance
arts is invited to phone or text Sharyn on
(027) 610 5933.

Night sky information
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343
www.stargazersbb.com

Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive
Whitianga
Tel 07 869 5990

Page 2

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Issue 998 - 19 April 2022

“Brothers in arms”
(Continued from page 1)
“None of this would have happened without
the absolute dedication and relentless drive
of my cousin Roi, the soldier on the plaque
who fought in Vietnam, who completed a
university thesis on the Māori Battalion and
then continued on a journey into our family’s
Māori heritage. Following on from this,
my cousin Redvers, Roi’s brother, did
research on our family’s Irish side.”
Roi’s research uncovered lesser-known
details such as the fact that Kezza’s great
uncle, Hawi Tenetahi Te Heru, after
serving in Gallipoli and the Western Front,
was imprisoned for 272 days and

dishonourably discharged for disobeying a
superior officer.
Also discovered by Roi was a letter written
by Sonny, one of Kezza’s uncles on the plaque,
in Italy to his brother James in Gauadalcanal
(also on the plaque) saying he wished he was
with him, but was glad he wasn’t as he had
seen brothers in the 28th Battalion go into
battle together and “they worry sick looking
after their siblings and when one is killed,
it is unbearable”.
Kezza’s father, Harvey, was captured in
North Africa. He later escaped and made it
back to the Allied lines.

The McCabe siblings in the garden of Arlingham House in Whitianga in 1938 James, Conway, Paddy, Sonny, Valarie, Harvey, Roy, Shirley, Eileen and Margret.
Two of the siblings had passed away by the time the photo was taken.
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Long-time SeniorNet Whitianga
administrator farewelled
By Francesca Dowling

After serving as SeniorNet Whitianga
administrator for the past 14 years and
being part of the original steering committee
when the organisation first started 17
years ago, well-known Whitianga resident,
Lorna Russell, has decided to step down
and hand over her role to fellow member,
Sheryl Carruthers.
“Like all old people, my memory is going,”
said Lorna. “I’m now even getting a few
things wrong myself and I hate getting things
wrong. Besides, it’s definitely someone else’s
turn by now.”
A farewell celebration was held on
Wednesday last week to thank Lorna for
her years of dedicated service. “Lorna is
an icon and is much loved by all who have
met her over the years,” said SeniorNet
Whitianga chair, Ady Cole-Ewen. “We’re
very lucky to have Lorna and Sheryl involved
in our organisation, both ladies are very
talented. Sheryl joined us only last year.
She’s a chartered accountant with her own
practice. She’s the perfect person to take over
from Lorna.”
Despite her departure from her role, Lorna
said the SeniorNet members shouldn’t miss
her too much as she’ll never be far away. “I
became a life member at last year’s Christmas
social, so I’m not planning on leaving
anytime soon,” she said. “I’ll be remaining on
the committee and may even begin teaching
again as well as taking a few classes myself.”
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When asked what she’ll be doing with all her
newfound spare time, Lorna took a moment
to reply. “Gosh, I haven’t really thought about
that yet, I suppose I’ll have quite a bit of extra
time now since being administrator was a
big job,” she said smiling. “Besides writing
columns for the Masonic retirement village in
Whitianga, which I’ve been doing for a little
while now, possibly twiddling my thumbs.”
Her reply led to Lorna receiving, in the
spirit of the SeniorNet hallmark of friendship,
some quick suggestions to take up time
management classes instead.
During Wednesday’s celebration, those
members who attended have also discussed
the importance of the organisation in the
Mercury Bay community, particularly in the
face of bank branches being closed more
often than not, making online banking a
necessity and the older generation an easy
target for malicious hackers.
SeniorNet caters for people 55 years and
older. Many of them find the world of modern
technology stressful. Providing classes on
the use of laptops, desktops, tablets and
smartphones, including internet banking,
editing and repairing photos, and even
installing bluetooth into vehicle speakers,
SeniorNet Whitianga has seen lives turned
around with the simple click of a button,
mouse or key.
“The thing that has kept me coming back
all of these years is just the joy of being able

Lorna Russell (left) and Sheryl Carruthers during Lorna’s farewell
as SeniorNet administrator on Wednesday last week.
to help people,” said Lorna. “If I see a need,
I’ll always do it.”
It was acknowledged on Wednesday that
the work SeniorNet Whitianga does would
not be possible without the generosity of
organisations like Whitianga Social Services
providing the premises they run their
Tuesday and Wednesday classes from, and
Mercury Bay Area School for allowing them
to tap into the school’s WiFi free of charge.
“Although we mostly fund ourselves, we also
receive the occasional grant from Pub Charity
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and COGS (the Community Organisation
Grants Scheme) to help with expenses such
as having devices available for those who
don’t have their own to use in their learning
journey,” said Ady.
Lorna’s passing piece of advice for anyone
thinking about joining SeniorNet is to do it.
“If you’re scared or confused about
technology, come see us,” she said.
Or as another member put it, “You will
never find another two hour tech class
for $8.”
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International recognition for Hahei artist
International artist and curator, Betty Collings of Hahei, has been
acknowledged for her role as director of the Ohio State Gallery in Fine
Art in the “Art of the 70s” collection at Ohio State University’s Wexner
Centre for the Arts.
Betty was a co-initiator of the Mercury Bay Art Escape and has
regularly exhibited, mostly ceramics, in the popular annual arts tour.
“Art of the 70s” was at the core of an exhibition titled “To Begin
Again: A prehistory of the Wex”. In a review of the exhibition for online
magazine ContemporaryHUM, New Zealand-born international art
critic, Dan Munn, acknowledged Betty’s role in developing a programme
of exhibiting, interaction and discussion, and the accumulation of
“Art of the 70s”.
ContemporaryHUM magazine acts as a central hub for New Zealand
arts abroad and champions international projects of New Zealand artists.
New Zealand-born Betty is a member of the International Critics
Association (American Section). She was acknowledged as a leader
in the arts industry when named Lifetime Achiever by Marquis Who’s
Who, an international publisher of biographical profiles. She has over
50 years’ experience in the visual arts, and is considered an innovative
artist and curator. She has had numerous solo exhibitions across
America and internationally as well as group and travelling exhibitions
in New Zealand and America.
“To Begin Again: A Prehistory of the Wex” is the largest presentation
of Ohio State University’s permanent arts collection accumulated
during the 1970s and 80s, when Ohio emerged as an unlikely laboratory
of avant-garde culture.
Betty was director of the Ohio State Gallery in Fine Art for eight
years. She says art in the 70s was all about exploration, minimalism and
experimentation. She is about to return to Ohio for an interview with the
gallery and plans to continue her involvement with the Mercury Bay Art
Escape when she comes back to New Zealand. “Since we started the Art
Escape, it has grown exponentially and the number of artists has also
grown,” she says. “There are many more very interesting artists on the
Coromandel than we first suspected,” she says.
As well as her strong involvement with the arts, Betty has a passion
for geology and says this is one of the reasons she loves being on
the Coromandel.
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International artist and curator, Betty Collings, in a relaxing mood near her home in Hahei.
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How a Whitianga resident became
a Shortland Street star
By Tony Stickley
Little did Mary Eagleton know that simply
dropping off a courier package to an Auckland
talent scout’s office would lead to her having
over 15 years as one of the most recognisable
faces on Shortland Street.
Alhough always in the background as an
extra, Mary, who bears a striking resemblance
to Dame Judi Dench, has appeared countless
times in the long-running medical drama as
Dr Mary Tompkins and before that as Dr
Dorita Peters.
Mary’s legendary status among dedicated
fans of the soap opera saw her recently being
invited to take part in a special documentary
marking 30 years since Shortland Street
first hit New Zealand television screens.
The documentary, being narrated by Hilary
Barry, is to be due to be televised around the
time of the anniversary at the end of May.
Mary, who moved a few years ago to
Whitianga where her father was born, said
her going into the talent scout’s office to
deliver a package was a stroke of luck that
had changed her life forever. “I was doing a
delivery service around Auckland City for
a friend of mine,” she said. “I was between
jobs and didn’t really know what I wanted
to do and I was really bored with being in
an office all the time, so I was doing this
delivery service.
“One day I walked into this office to make
a delivery and the lady there said to me,
‘You look like Judi Dench, I would like to
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sign you up.’ I thought, ‘What’s she on
about?’ I honestly did not have a clue what
she was talking about.”
Mary said that the woman at the agency
spent a lot of time trying to convince her to
sign up and fortunately for her, she eventually
agreed. “So that was how it all started, really,”
she said. “Within two days they had me on set
at Shortland Street as an extra and a couple of
months later they made me a doctor.”
Mary, who last appeared in the soap opera
three and a half years ago, said she had
absolutely no previous acting experience,
not even in a school play. “It has honestly
been the best years of my life,” she said.
I had such an amazing time, meeting so many
amazing people and famous people, too.
I had a wonderful innings. They were just
like my family, the crew and everybody.”
The trip up to Auckland for the documentary
was just like old times. “One of the directors
asked me if I would like to be involved in
the documentary,” Mary said. “She said,
‘It wouldn’t be the same without you.’ So I
went up to Auckland and did a day’s shoot.
I caught up with the cast I had worked with
and I met some of the new actors on the
show. One of them was a young lady who
had just finished acting school and apparently
they used to use me as an example of how
to get started and so on. She said, ‘You are
a legend.’ Well, I never thought I would be
a legend.”

Mary Eagleton was the extra with the most appearances on soap opera Shortland Street.
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A Shortland Street
star
While Dr Mary Tompkins has not actually
been written out of Shortland Street, Mary
said she could still be in the show if she
wanted, but travelling up from Whitianga
was just a bit too far. “But if something
special comes up, like this documentary,
that’s different,” she said. “It was great to
be part of the documentary and get to meet
everyone again.”
Only once or twice did Mary have a
speaking part and then only a few words,
but that has not stopped her becoming
the extra with the most appearances on
Shortland Street, which is broadcast five
times a week. Such was her exposure that
she was promoted from being a mere extra to
a “character extra”. “I was the only one with
that title,” she said proudly.
Indeed, Mary may well have made more
appearances on the show than many of the
main actors.
Asked how many episodes she appeared
in, Mary replied, “I really don’t know how
many episodes I was in, to be honest. But it
would have been a few thousand.”
Mary’s public recognition saw her appear
in a number of other TV series such as
Outrageous Fortune and Filthy Rich, as well
as movies and numerous advertisements,
including an All Blacks advertisement on
Sky TV and also an advertisement for Vogels
Bread. “The Vogels ad was quite crazy,”
she said. “It was a very good ad and very
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successful. I had to talk about how I got into
Shortland Street because I was the longest
serving extra on the show. That was the
reason I was on that ad. That really did make
me a celebrity.
“In one of the scenes of the show, in the
ED department, here I am buttering a slice
of Vogels Bread. It was quite a hard case that
they had me doing that.”
Mary said that she never received any
fan mail, but was sometimes asked for
her autograph. “For many years people
recognised me on the street,” she said.
“Everybody still tells me I look like Judy
Dench, and I say, ‘Yeah, everyone says that.’
“I remember in the early days I was doing
a big Kelloggs ad for America. The director
kept calling me Judy Dench and I was sitting
with the stars eating cereal with them.”
As far as Mary was concerned, Shortland
Street was her “permanent job”. “I just
worked on the other things when the work
was available,” she said. “It was just such an
exciting life, it was really cool.”
Mary said that she moved from Mount
Wellington to Waiuku, but after her husband,
Errol, passed away, she moved to Whitianga.
“I felt I needed to start a new life,” she said.
“My father was born in Whitianga and I
used to come down many times every year.
I have always loved the place. The people are
just wonderful. I feel it is home to me and I
would never live anywhere else.”
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Scott’s Thoughts

By Scott Simpson, National Party MP for Coromandel

The last couple of years have been really
challenging for local businesses. In particular
the past few months have been even tougher
as they tried to operate under the restrictions
of the red traffic light level. Isolation rules
have left many shops and other businesses
short-staffed. It’s no wonder that consumer
confidence has taken a hit. Noticeably fewer
people have been out and about. Many local
business people have told me it has been
almost as bad as when we were in lockdown.
Hopefully the reopening of the international
border and clearer messaging from the
government will signal to people that it’s safer
to start living normally again. Certainly our
part of the country will be welcoming back
international tourist visitors with open arms.
As our border opens and Kiwis start to
travel overseas, they will notice that much
of the world is getting back to normal. More
than that, it will begin to really hit home how
much the cost of living crisis has impacted
us here and how much more we are paying
for basic staple grocery items in comparison
to other countries. We’ve been living in a bit
of a bubble lately and just putting up with
increased prices.
Despite the ongoing cost of living crisis,
the government refuses to adjust income
taxes for inflation. Their sole reliance on
tax credits to help low income families
completely ignores those people in the
squeezed middle income bracket from the
ravages of inflation currently running at a 30year high. Temporarily lowering petrol and
diesel prices are a small help, but alone do not
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go anywhere near solving the current crisis.
On a different note, ANZAC Day is coming
up and I’ll be attending the dawn service in
Paeroa and the civic ceremony in Thames.
It’s always a sombre day as we reflect on the
sacrifices made by those who have served our
country in wars and peacekeeping operations.
This year’s ceremonies will have added
weight as the horrors of war are at the front of
everyone’s minds due to the current conflict
in Ukraine.
War isn’t to be celebrated, but ANZAC
Day always highlights the need to continue to
commemorate our country’s wartime history.
We all have our own reasons for attending
services. I go to remember my grandfathers
who both served at Gallipoli and my greatuncle who didn’t make it home and lies at
rest with thousands of others in a war grave in
France. More generally, we gather to pay our
respects to those we didn’t know. The stories
untold and the lives cut far too short.
Lest We Forget.
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Legendary shows at The Monkey
House Theatre
By Francesca Dowling

It’s all about legends in this week’s lineup at The
Monkey House Theatre in Whitianga.
First up is one of the leading original figures in New
Zealand comedy, Andrew Clay, who will be performing
as the “Comedy Legend” on Thursday (21 April).
On Saturday (23 April), musical virtuosos Gray
Bartlett and Annie Gong - supported by guest drummer,
Rob Perks from local band Spring Chicken - will bring
“The Legend and the Rose” to the stage.
Being a five-star rated comedian for the past two
decades, not only in New Zealand but internationally,
Andrew Clay has been described by the NYC
Underground Comedy Festival as being “able to
entertain any audience” along with admirably noting
that “very few comedians can bring the house down
every time they step on stage, [but] Andrew delivers
every time”.
Within his time as a comedian, Andrew has also
garnered glowing credentials through his extensive
experience on TV and radio, from his recurring role in
Shortland Street as the DHB baddie and appearances in
Pulp Comedy, the Comedy Gala and Good Morning to
presenting highlights of the Football World Cup, and
hosting Radio Live and Candid Camera and Bloopers.
He also performed at the International New Zealand
Comedy Festival for a number of years.
Andrew seems to have done it all and now he is
stepping foot into The Monkey House Theatre and is
sure to leave the audience clutching their stomachs
in stitches.
Quite the opposite, digital accordionist and New York
Musician of The Year in 2019 (Federation of American
Musicians Singers and Performing Artists), Annie Gong,
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Comedian Andrew Clay will be on stage at The Monkey House Theatre
in Whitianga on Thursday this week (21 April).
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is known to “never leave a dry eye in the house”.
She is internationally recognised as the “One Woman
Orchestra” with her mastery in playing a virtual
symphony orchestra, covering an array of genres from
classical to pop, country, and rock.
Despite being a one-woman-band, Annie has
excitingly teamed up with legendary Kiwi guitarist,
Gray Bartlett, to perform in Whitianga before they
each head off on their respective international touring
schedules. Gray, a multi-award-winning artist, almost
needs no introduction, playing as a support act alongside
the likes of Tom Jones, Connie Francis, Bobby Vee,
The Ventures, and Herman’s Hermits and Michael
Crawford.
During his career, Gray received many accolades,
including the New Zealand Country Instrumentalist in
1984 and 1986. He was made a Member of the Order of
the British Empire in the 1987 New Year Honours for
services to entertainment.
Presented with the first ever New Zealand International
Gold Disc in March 1968 for “La Playa”, a major hit
in Japan in 1965, Gray’s music has touched the ears
of many throughout the decades and across the world.
And this weekend, Whitianga residents and visitors will
be able to appreciate his talent too.
The doors will open for both events at 7:00pm
with Andrew Clay set to take to the stage at 7:30pm.
The show is restricted to ages 18 and over. Tickets cost
$20 and can be purchased at eventfinda.co.nz or at the
door. “The Legend and the Rose” will be kicking off at
8:00pm. All ages are welcome. Tickets cost $25 and are
also available at eventfinda.co.nz or the door.
These legendary shows are not to be missed!
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Peninsula Past - 1911
Every now and again Informer contributor,
Meghan Hawkes, look through the newspapers
that circulated in Mercury Bay and on the
Coromandel Peninsula in earlier years.
She almost always come across pieces of
interesting history. Here are a few nuggets
from 1911.
Two children named Ruby and Maud Jackson,
aged six and three years respectively, were
committed to the Auckland Industrial School.
They had been living on the charity of gum
diggers at Whangamata after their mother had

been deserted by her husband. The magistrate
thought that they should be sent where they
would get attention.
People who were fond of oysters had their
tastes gratified with the opening of beds of
rock oysters at Rangitoto, Waiheke, Ponui and
Cabbage Bay (Colville). Supervised by the
local inspector of fisheries, around 20 pickers
collected between 4,000 and 5,000 sacks.
The oysters, if properly kept, would remain
good for as much as a month. They had to be
stored in a dry, cool place and water could

not be thrown over them, as was commonly
done. When picked they were full of water and
remained firmly closed, but if water was poured
on them, they opened their shells, losing what
moisture they contained and speedily starved,
with disastrous results.
The inspector was well satisfied with
the results of transplanting of oysters at
Coromandel Town. They spawned well and
there was a good quantity of young spat, which
would provide an abundant supply in about
five years.

The battery and mine at Kapowai, Gumtown (Coroglen) in the early 1900s.
Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections AWNS-19060503-7-3.
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See page 2 for what’s happening
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and
Hot Water Beach tides.
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Broken legs were keeping the Mercury Bay
hospital busy. Mrs Woodcock of Kūaotunu was
thrown from her horse while riding along the
road. She was conveyed to the hospital with
a compound fracture. Mr Mulgrove of Tairua
also broke his leg after falling off a doorstep.
He arrived at the hospital via the launch
All Black.
The hospital’s annual fundraising meant
Whitianga was full of visitors for a whole
weekend. A basket social was held on the
Friday evening and proved a gigantic success.
Baskets of food were auctioned to male bidders
who won the privilege of eating the contents
and dancing with the woman who prepared
the basket. About 50 baskets were displayed
on stage for sale. The hall was packed and
the bidding keen. An aquatic carnival on the
Saturday raised 27 pounds. A “Grand Hospital
Demonstration” on the Sunday included sports,
a procession and the collection of donations.
The total raised over three days to keep the
hospital running was over 200 pounds.
The cookhouse belonging to the Kapowai
gold mining company at Gumtown was
destroyed by fire in an early morning blaze.
The cookhouse had only just been removed
and re-erected near the battery and it took all
the efforts of the miners to stop the flames
spreading to the battery building. The origin of
the fire was a mystery as the cookhouse was
not occupied after 5:00pm.
The closing down of the Tairua mines
threw a good many out of employment and
caused a lot of miners to leave the district.
The announcement of the start on the Tairua
to Kauaeranga road brought fresh hope
though. It was anticipated the road would be
made fit for traffic during the coming summer.
The road meant a boom for Thames and a boon
for Tairua.

What’s that Number?
Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours .....................................................111
Police (Whitianga) ........................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua) ..............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town) ...........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers .................................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ................................................................................868 0200
Civil Defence ...............................................................................................868 0200
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ....................................................866 5911
Medical Centre (Tairua).................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained counsellor..............1737
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators ......................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services ...........................................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services .............................................................027 446 6921

ONLINE POLL FOR APRIL 2022
Are you interested in the local government
elections later this year?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
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What’s On In the next few weeks
Please note, all activities and events are dependent on Covid-19 restrictions and may be
cancelled on short notice
Regular Activities/Events
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie,
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Sheryl Carruthers on
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Peninsula Penultimates (ex Probus Club)
Meets the fourth Monday of every month at 10:00am at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Joan on (07) 866 3801 or (027) 275 1372 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm - 6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely.
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Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
SPECIAL Events
Library “Bingo Board” Take Home Packs
Available from the Mercury Bay Library, Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. A free pack encouraging children to get
involved in a range of activities during the school holidays.
Grey Power Mercury Bay Meeting and Coffee/Tea Morning
Thursday, 21 April at 10:30am in the Supper Room of the Whitianga Town Hall. All welcome, but mask wearing
essential. Phone Merle on 867 1737 for more information.
mercury Bay Game Fishing Club Junior Tournament
Saturday 23 and Sunday, 24 April. Species in play: billfish, tuna, kingfish, snapper, kahawai and trevally. Prizegiving
at the MBGFC clubhouse on 24 April at 6:00pm. See mbgfc.co.nz for more information.
Thames Valley Senior Rugby - Saturday, 23 April
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior A v Whangamatā. Away game in Whangamatā. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Marlins Senior B v Ngatea. Home game at Lyon Park, Whitianga. Kick-off at 1:00pm.
Coromandel Town Senior A v Thames. Home game in Coromandel Town. Kick-off at 2:00pm.
ANZAC dAY Services - Monday, 25 April
Whitianga: Dawn Parade assembles at the Mercury Bay Club, Cook Drive at 5:30am. Dawn Service at Soldiers
Memorial Park, Albert Street at 6:00am. After the service, breakfast will at the Mercury Bay Club at a cost of $15
per person.
Hahei: Civic Service at the Kotare Reserve Memorial Garden, Pa Road at 10:30am.
Tairua: Dawn Service at the Tairua Ex-servicemen’s Cemetery, Main Road at 6:00am.
Coromandel Town: March from the Coromandel Citizens Hall, Kapanga Road to the Memorial Reserve, Kapanga
Road at 9:45am. Civic Service at the Memorial Reserve at 10:00am. Morning tea to follow the service at The Club,
Woollams Avenue.
Celebrate 1,000 Issues of The Informer
Until Friday, 29 April.
Buy Local Competition: Simply drop proof of your local purchases (invoices/receipts) into the blue bin on the front
porch of our office at 14 Monk Street, Whitianga and go into the draw to win one of five $100 vouchers to spend
with one of our advertisers. Please write your name and phone number on your invoices/receipts.
Photography Competition: Email us at office@theinformer.co.nz or send us via a Facebook message a photo you
have taken that illustrates what makes Mercury Bay such an amazing place to live, work and play to win one of five
$100 vouchers to spend with one of our advertisers.
Presentation on the Economy - TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Wednesday, 4 May at the Whitianga Airfield, Dakota Drive. Two presentations - breakfast at 8:30am and lunch at
12:30pm - by well-known independent economist (and former chief economist of ANZ Bank), Cameron Bagrie, on
the New Zealand economy and the Mercury Bay economy specifically. Attendance limited to 100 at each of the
presentations. Tickets $25 each (breakfast and lunch included). Email office@theinformer.co.nz to book your spot
or pop into The Informer offices at 14 Monk Street Whitianga.
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Library bingo over
the school holidays

In conjunction with the other Thames-Coromandel District Council libraries, the Mercury Bay
Library is running a Bingo Board task pack over the school holidays for children to get involved in.
These are no ordinary bingo boards, but rather packs filled with bundles of engaging activities that
inspire children to delve into their creative potential, rely on their problem-solving skills and take on
adventures to visit local gems.
The free packs are available for collection from the Mercury Bay Library.
To keep everyone safe from COVID-19 as much as possible, the Bingo Boards are not being run as a
normal holiday programme, but as tasks that can be completed at home or at the library during their
opening hours - Monday to Saturday from 9:00am to 5:00pm, except Wednesday mornings when the
library opens at 9:30am. The library is closed on ANZAC Day.
“Regardless of not providing a programme over the holidays, we are still really looking forward to
having tamariki involved in the local library,” says librarian, Jess Corkill. “We have put together an
extensive pack filled with fun activities and challenges such as scavenger hunts, colouring pictures
and crafts, some of which is the result of us working together with the Mercury Bay Museum,
the Mercury Bay Art Escape and Mercury Twin Cinemas.
“I’m excited to be able to help our community and visitors make the most of the well-earned
school break and hope people see their local library as a destination, including parents and adults.
Oftentimes, people don’t know that the library provides free WiFi. All are welcome to come along and
enjoy the perks of what our great library has to offer.”
Pictured is Jess (on the left) and fellow librarians Les Preece (in the centre) and Elsa Klein.
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Waikato Regional Council to address
better EV charging facilities
Waikato Regional Council is leading a strategy for greater collaboration between district councils as
they face the challenge of providing better electric vehicle charging facilities.
“The uptake of electric vehicles is already increasing rapidly and so it’s essential that the charging
infrastructure is planned across the Waikato region in a coordinated way to meet this new demand,”
said Denis Tegg, Thames-Coromandel councillor on WRC and deputy chair of the Climate Action
Committee. “At the moment each district council is dealing with this challenge on a piecemeal basis,
so the regional council saw the need for greater collaboration and coordination.
“District councils also recognise the benefit of sharing knowledge so that each council is not
‘reinventing the wheel’. This is why myself and other regional councillors have started a working
group of district councillors and staff throughout the region to plan a more strategic approach.
The group has met once and regular meetings are planned.
According to Mr Tegg, each district council is at the moment separately dealing with electric vehicle
charging companies, so there is a need for a more consistent approach relating to the allocation of
space and agreements with those companies. “An area where collaboration makes a lot of sense is
how to plug gaps in the EV charging network across local authority boundaries,” he says “Another
is better planning rules to encourage on-street charging for owners and occupiers who do not have
off-street parking and access to home electricity for their EV. Most EV owners do over 90 per cent
of their electric vehicle charging at home, but it’s those longer trips when well-spaced-out chargers
are really needed.
“We are also keen to hear from the public if they have any ideas about suitable places to locate
EV chargers or to otherwise improve the experience for owners of electric vehicles.”
Pictured is the electric vehicle charger at the Lee Street carpark in Whitianga.
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Good progress with RV12
build during last school term

On Wednesday last week, the Mercury Bay Student Aviation Trust finished another school
term during which good progress was made with the fifth Van’s RV12 aeroplane a group of
community mentors and Mercury Bay Area School students are building.
Fittingly, Leigh Hopper, the purchaser of the plane that’s under construction, popped in
and shared afternoon tea with the students and mentors. “That’s what we were hoping for,
a purchaser who takes a genuine interest in what we do and who is happy to support us as we
progress the build,” says George Fletcher, the MBAS staff member overseeing the project.
One of the mentors showed his dedication and commitment to the build by driving two-and-ahalf hours from Auckland when Wednesday’s weather made it impossible for him to fly his own
light aeroplane from Ardmore Airport to Whitianga.
Because some of the students who started the project at the beginning of last year have finished
school or moved away from Whitianga, three new students were recruited to join the team.
“They’re fitting right in,” says George.
Pictured is Leigh (front row, third from the left) with the students and mentors who attended
the build on Wednesday.
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Crossword
© Lovatts Puzzles

Crossword Puzzle 998
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

ACROSS

1. Got free
4. Male rabbits
7. Ruined
8. Long (for)
9. Yellow fruit
12. Magnificence
15. Marine creature’s
home
17. Twelve-monthly

5. Wine vessels
6. Leg bone
10. Concur
11. Severely (hurt)
13. Reprocessed
DOWN
1. Featured museum 14. Beer mug
16. Ethnic
objects
18. Irritation
2. Entreaty
19. Lairs
3. Fittingly
4. Human form
20. Baby elephant
18. Annoyed
21. Stretch tape
22. Stays out of sight
23. Blamed

Last week’s Mega Crossword solution

Last week’s winner - Vanessa Lomas
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The colourful personality of
Gemma Kenworthy
By Francesca Dowling

Whether by name or not, everyone knows
Gemma Kenworthy. It’s impossible to miss
her really. Reckoned to be the “local colour
lady” ever since her arrival in Mercury Bay
in 1985, one fact that remains completely
undeniable, is that her personality is as
colourful as her outfits.
Usually asking someone about their
favourite colour can receive a few eyerolls
and a sassy retort of how boring a question
that is. Gemma, on the other hand, mulled
over this question thoughtfully. “Well, I don’t
have one as it wouldn’t be fair on the other
colours,” she finally answered.
Gemma’s love of colour stems from her
childhood. “My father used to paint cars for
a living, all sorts and shades of colours,” she
said. “From beautiful shades of maroon to
bright shocking pink, my dad was a colourful
man. I believe that’s where my love of colour
began - watching my dad paint cars all day.”
Gemma has dressed and expressed herself
through colour since being a young girl.
“I come from a large farming family in
Huntly,” she said. “When we’d go to town
or church, we got dressed up. This meant
putting on my Sunday best. I have carried this
tradition on into my adult life.”
Gemma recalled a few harsh comments
some of her family made to her earlier in her
life, yet she did not let that deter her from
how she truly wanted to express herself.
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Ever since her arrival in Mercury Bay in 1985, Gemma Kenworthy
has been known as the “local colour lady”.
“People don’t try to change those who stick to
their guns, so I don’t let people try to change
me,” she said. “I’ve learnt over time it’s more
natural for me to stand out than not to and
that I don’t need to conform to fashion norms
just because everyone else does. On that
note, I also don’t call it a ‘sense of fashion’,

I call it an ‘eye for colour’, there’s a massive
difference.”
One of Gemma’s “eye for colour” rules is
no more than three colours at a time. Her three
colours of choice will usually be accessorised
in colour-coordinated party glasses, a quirky
hat or fascinator, and whatever else tickles her
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fancy and happens to be the colour of the day.
“I get pretty much all of my clothes, shoes and
accessories here in Whitianga, I’m practically
a walking advertisement for Pinkies and The
Warehouse,” she smiled. “I also get asked
a lot what colour I’m going to wear next,
to which I always reply that I honestly
couldn’t say as I don’t know either. I just click
my fingers in the morning and pick.”
Gemma said adults should never
underestimate the impact they have on a
child’s perspective, even in simple, everyday
details such as what they wear. “I’ve been
overwhelmed by the amount of beautiful
comments I’ve received over the years,” she
said. “I know there aren’t always going to be
people who like what I wear and that’s fine.
They don’t have to dress like me. However,
they shouldn’t stop their kids from doing
so. Kids come to me like a lollipop, follow
me around all the time. I hope to share a
positive outlook with the kids through my
outfit choices and inspire them to represent
themselves however they please, it’s a big
sign of self-respect.
“Fashion choices are very powerful. They
can affect others to the point where people
treat each other differently according to what
they’re wearing. Colours can be inspiring
and make you treat yourself differently too.
They have the ability to bring someone right
out of their shell and become as bright as the
colour they are wearing.”
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Sudoku
Sudoku Puzzle 998

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or scan/
photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week.
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once.

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Peter Sheehan

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Kei te makariri haere!” - “It’s getting colder!”

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.
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Fishing Report

Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel (07) 867 1280
Fish are sensitive to temperature and we
currently have very warm “blue” water all the
way into Shoe and Slipper Islands, but the air
above it is cooling. Skipjack tuna are being
caught immediately behind Slipper Island
down to South Reef. In these conditions,
an aggressive bite often occurs and this has
certainly been the case with good catches of
snapper coming from all inshore reefs and
deeper water around the Aldermen Islands
as well.
Our harbour, particularly the entrance
and all around Paku’s base to Ocean Beach,
is still fishing well with limit bags of nice
eating size snapper the norm for those willing
to fish the top and bottom of the tide at first
or last light.
Congratulations to Dylan Flyger on the
boat Dopamine for landing a 246.85kg
broadbill swordfish at the Aldermen Knolls
and to Leon Webb on Wicked Weapon with a
9.280kg snapper on 6kg tackle.
The Gull Tairua Baden Williams Memorial
Tournament was held on Saturday, 9 April
and the 71 entrants weighed 82 fish. The
section winners were: Kahawai - Sharon
Moller 2.380kg, Snapper - Jimmy Van Der
Water 5.785kg and Yellowtail Kingfish Shane Johnson 13.000kg.
Shane was also the winner of the Baden
Williams Memorial Trophy with a total
weight for the three species of 15.975kg.
The ladies’ overall winner was Cassie Elowe
with a total weight for two species of 6.365kg
and the top junior was Brady Ruthe with a
total weight for three species of 13.865kg.
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Our Easter Family Fishing Festival was
held during the Easter break on Saturday
16 and Sunday, 17 April and the results
will be posted next month. The inaugural
New Zealand Sportfishing Council’s Youth
National Tournament commenced on
Saturday, 16 April and will conclude on
Saturday, 30 April.
Our Daiwa Land-based Tournament will
be held on Saturday 30, April and Sunday,
1 May. Contestants may fish from the rocks or
shoreline around the Coromandel Peninsula
north of Thames and Whangamata from
7:30pm on Friday, 29 April until final lines
out at 10:00am on Sunday, 1 May. As usual,
Tairua will be challenged by yet another strong
contingent from the North Shore Surfcasting
Club in this very popular tournament.
This will be immediately followed by a twohour speed-fish commencing at 11:00am
in the Tairua harbour. The angler of the
heaviest fish (excluding sharks and rays) will
win return airfares for two to Queenstown
sponsored by Watts Group Investments.
Our Fish of the Month for March was won
by junior member Benny Holwerda with a
trevally of 2.69kg. As Benny is under 18 years
of age, he wins a voucher from Coromandel
Hobbies and the 1l bottle of Black Heart
Rum sponsored by Asahi Beverages remains
on the shelf. Our Fish of the Month for April
is snapper.
Tight lines,
Wayne Barnes
Tairua-Pauanui
Sports Fishing Club

The broadbill swordfish caught by brothers Dylan (left) and Geoff Flygers that was weighed by
the Tairua-Pauanui Sports Fishing Club on 3 April.
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Brain Teaser - Vaki Puzzle
© Lovatts Puzzles

Brain Teaser Puzzles 998

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph
and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426,
Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner
must please claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed
under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Vaki Puzzle Instructions
The puzzle is solved when there is a letter (A - D) and a number (1 - 4) in each cell and each letter
and each number appears once in each row and once in each column. Each pair occurs once and
only once in a solved puzzle (A1 is the same pair as 1A).

Last week’s Brain Teasers solution - Mega Wordsearch

Last week’s winner - Josie Raynel
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Sport Results
MERCURY BAY BOWLING & SPORTS CLUB
Q’s Plumbing Triples Tournament – Thursday, 14 April
Players enjoyed the competitiveness and companionship
of the tournament, which had been postponed from a
rain-affected scheduled date in February. Teams played
four games of eight ends with the sponsor, Quinton Bates’
father skipping the winning team and his mother making
the presentations to the prize winners due to Quinton’s
very busy work schedule.
Results: 1 Don Bates, Colin Everett and Robyn Anderson,
2 Dale Tegg, Jayne Skinner and Bryan Patterson, 3 Lynn
Clifford, Pam Phillips and Gwyn Howells.
MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
April Competition Round 2 - Wednesday 13 April
North/South: 1 Giorgio Allemano and Tadek Gawor 66.67,
2 Equal Gavin Hedwig and Kate Palmano, and Vivenne
Leigh and Robyn Hogg 45.33.

East/West: 1 Augusta Canegallo and Sue Gill 67.50,
2 Alison Gibson and Norma Hart 46.67, 3 Johanna Bonnar
and Anne Knowles 45.83.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Paku Pairs Week 3 - Wednesday, 13 April
North/South: 1 Don Barry and Robyn Hogg 70.42, 2 Alison
Tichbon and Peter Hogg 52.08, 3 Johanna Bonnar and
Ngaire O’Brien 47.50.
East/West: 1 Annette Cox and Maggie Beattie 67.08,
2 Jean Myles and Sheryll Roberts 55.00, 3 Denise Knutson
and Ann Scott 54.17.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 11 April
North/South: 1 Lynn Kime and Christine Meinhold 68.06,
2 Jo Feasey and Doreen Wernham 59.03, 3 Susan
Patterson and Jean Myles, 40.97.
East/West: 1 Liz Young and Diny Naus 53.43, 2 Gillian

Martin and Robyn Hunter 52.08, 3 Tony White and Chris
Death 49.31.
MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday 14 April
Winners: Glynne Jackson, Joy McGregor and John
Taberner.
Runners-up: Shirley Marshall, Keith Denney and Ian
Sanderson.
Good Sports: Doreen Davies and Brian Lawn.
MERCURY BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 12 April
Results Men: 1 Rod Stewart, 2 Eddie Lyle 3 Brian Stewart.
Eighteen-hole Ladies Area Stableford Round 1 Wednesday, 13 April
Results: 1 Yvonne Mehrtens, 2 Gail Doughty, 3 Lynne
Butler.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford Wednesday, 13 April
Results: 1 Rob Baines 37, 2 Ian Hill 35, 3 Miles Tawahi 35.
Twos: Kevin Smith, Best Gross: Dave Enright 77.
Nine-hole Ladies Stableford - Thursday, 14 April
Results: 1 Audrey Vickers, 2 Suzanne Hansen, 3 Jean
Hancock
Eighteen-hole Men’s Scramble Stableford Saturday, 16 April
Results: 1 Stuart King 41, 2 David Lang 41, 3 John
Stirling 39.
Twos: Jeff Dixon (2), Rob Baines, Neal Robinson, Richard
Steel, Johnny Day, Roger Gee, Steve Geach, Muzz Bennett
and Dan Ray, Best Gross: Steve Geach 71, Longest Drive
(Division 1): Mark Burcombe, Longest Drive (Division
2): Rohit Ranchhod, Nearest the Pin (Division 1): Neal
Robinson, Nearest the Pin (Division 2): Johnny Day.

THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Nine-hole Men Ambrose - Thursday, 14 April
Winners: Lance Croawell, Mark Deutsch and Noel Rogers.
PURANGI GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford Minus Putts Thursday, 14 April
Results: 1 Neil Robertson, 2 Tracey Thornton, 3 Dick
Hawke.
MERCURY BAY CLUB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 13 April
Best of three frames.
Ten players. Doug Pascoe, Brian Codyre and Forrest
Littlejohn progressed to the finals with two straight wins
each. Brian won the alley drawn bye and Forrest was too
good for Doug in the semi-final. The final between two
past club champions, Brian and Forrest, was a classic
coming-down-to-black-to-win. With a great shot Forrest
potted the black, but unfortunately the white went in as
well and Brian took home the $25 grocery voucher.
Forrest, the runner-up, finished the day with three wins.
Those with two wins were Doug Pascoe, Barry Roach and
Jason Smith.
Doug took home the high break pool with 27.
Saturday, 16 April
Best of three frames.
Eight players. Only Doug Pascoe and Peter Schultz
achieved two straight wins to challenge the final third
frame. It was another coming-down-to-black-to-win final,
but it was veteran and reigning club champion, Peter, who
potted the black and took home the $25 grocery voucher.
Those two wins were Doug Pascoe (runner-up), Forrest
Littlejohn and Kevin Taylor.
Doug had the highest break of 24.

The winners of the Mercury Bay Bowling Club’s triples tournament played on Thursday
last week. From left to right: Robyn Anderson, Don Bates and Colin Everett.
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Classifieds and Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICES
Mercury Bay Shooting
Federation INC
Annual General Meeting
Sunday, 8 May 2022, 12:00 noon.
MBSF club rooms.

notice of agm
mercury bay community choir
Wednesday, 4 May, 5:00pm - 6:00pm.
Supper room, Whitianga Town Hall.
All welcome.

ANZAC DAY SERVICE - MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2022
Mercury Bay Returned and Services Association Inc wish to
advise residents of Whitianga and the wider Mercury Bay Area
that the ANZAC DAY DAWN PARADE SERVICE will be held at
Soldiers Memorial Park, Whitianga at 0600 hours.
Residents are invited to participate in the march to Soldiers
Memorial Park and join in the annual dawn service.
An early Ferry has been arranged to leave Ferry Landing at
0515, 0530 and 0545 hours.
Associations or organisations who would like to join the march
from the Mercury Bay Club car park to Soldiers Memorial Park,
assembly time at 0530 hours, are asked to contact Trevor
Fraser on 866 0225.
The Parade Marshall is Shane White.
Members of the public who are direct descendants of deceased
Returned Service Persons are invited to wear their service
medals.
Anyone interested in laying a memorial wreath at the cenotaph
during the service is asked to contact Trevor Fraser and he will
arrange your participation.
Following the service, breakfast will be available at the Mercury
Bay Club for $15 per person.
Linda Fraser
Secretary MERCURY BAY RSA

The Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust
Sincerely thanks the following businesses, organisations and
individuals for their ongoing support over the past 12 months Accounting By Design (Geoff Balme), All About Whitianga (Cathy
Klouwens), CFM Radio, Coastal Signs, Debbie Edwards, Fagan’s Furniture,
Graeme Heathcote, Kupe’s Car Wash, Lions Club of Mercury Bay,
The Lost Spring, Man of Steel (Chris Brown), Mary Milroy,
Whitianga MenzShed, Mercury Bay Golf Club, The Mercury Bay Informer
(Stephan and Petra Bosman), Simpson’s Beach Camp, Skinny,
Tea time Quilts/Tis The Season, That Curry Place,
Te Rerenga School (Darryl Adshead), Whitianga Lodge of the Freemasons,
The Scrapbaggers, Waikato-BoP Cancer Society, Whitianga Social Services,
and all the book donors and purchasers, and the many volunteers who
generously give their time and expertise in our fundraising book shop.
Your support enables the Trust to significantly help cancer patients and
their families in the wider Mercury Bay area.
Jody Bower
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Chair

MERCURY BAY LIONS EASTER RAFFLE RESULTS
1st Shannon, 2nd Julie, 3rd Ashley
Thank you to all the sponsors of the raffle.
situations vacant
To all the wonderful people
in our community who
assisted after aN
accident at the 309 Road
junction a few weeks ago,
a huge thank you
To the passing drivers that stopped,
the rescue services, neighbours,
Police and towing services, your care
and support was gratefully appreciated.
Thank you.
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situations vacant

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula
OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.
APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS
• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently
being paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.
At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.
OPC operates a WorkWell programme
where your wellbeing matters.
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with
any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.
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TO LET

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.
Ph: 0800 944 660
STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
Container It Self Storage, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

CHURCH SERVICES

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times
please visit our website
23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz
ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA

WORK WANTED

LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE

(021) 781 081

All welcome
Whitianga SDA Fellowship
First Saturday of every month
@ 10am, at the Town Hall
Contact Tony on 022 354 4069
or Jan on 027 248 2984

WORK WANTED

garage sale

30 CENTENNIAL dRIVE,
WHITIANGA
Saturday, 23 April, from 8:30am
Queen size beds, table + 6 chairs,
women’s clothes, odds and ends.
HOLISTIC HEALTH
INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER

WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS
SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT
VERNA (027) 320 0079
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com
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FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.
Phone (07) 866 3026
or text (027) 866 3026

FIREWOOD for sale
Dry pine, shed stored.
$120/cube, free delivery.
Phone Rob 027 247 7410

BRIDGE LESSONS

DOG GROOMING

WORK WANTED

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Shed stored $130/m3
Free delivery Whitianga, Kuaotunu,
Matarangi, Whangapoua, Opito Bay
Phone/text 0274 958 033
or (07) 867 1361

Presbyterian/Methodist Church
Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.
Come join us.
Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

… the world’s most popular
card game
The Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
is offering a series of lessons beginning
on Wednesday 11 May, 10am, at the
Mercury Bay Bowling Club,
92 Cook Drive, Whitianga.
If you would like to join the class or
would like more information, contact
Gavin Hedwig, phone 021 146 9203
or email g.hedwig@xtra.co.nz.

for sale

HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway,
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen
clean and treatment, exterior window
cleaning or general waterblasting,
100m hose so access no problem.
Cover the whole peninsula.
Phone 0800 747 787
or Andy direct 027 313 4386

Rubbish Removal
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

MIKE’S MOWING
$25 empty sections,
fortnightly or monthly mowing.
Free edge spraying.
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678
or 027 320 1703

CHIMNEY SWEEP
From Tairua to Colville.
30 years servicing all areas.
Fully vaccinated.
Phone Chris 021 082 47928

DAVE’S
DRAINAGE

Drainlaying, Public & Private,
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.
Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

Mercury Bay
Spouting
For all types of guttering
and spouting

Tony 021 505 109
coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188
Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz

THE BESS HANDZ
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS
Alterations, repairs,
zip and hem service.
Phone 866 5277.

ALL HOUSE AND PROPERTY
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040
The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

WANTED

Vehicles
wanted

Top cash paid for any
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,
damaged, de-registered,
mechanical problem,
no WOF - we buy it.
Call 0800 333 398
Issue 998 - 19 April 2022

Learning about cycle maintenance
at the Boys Brigade Kūaotunu
By Jack Biddle

The Boys Brigade New Zealand (BBNZ) is
a Christian-based organisation with a strong
focus on the positive development of young
people between the ages of six to 18 years
old. Its values and traditions date back to
1883 when the movement was founded in
Glasgow, Scotland by William Smith, a parttime army officer. The organisation spread to
New Zealand three years later.
The Kūaotunu branch of BBNZ was
established in 2018 and is currently headed
by coordinator Robyn Balfour. “We run an
action, adventure, activity and values-based
programme centred on discipline, integrity,

respect and tenacity,” she says. “Our boys
enjoy a wide range of action, fun, games, life
skills, leadership and competition.”
The boys are split into groups based on
age and work through specific tasks which
go towards earning badges in recognition
of their achievements. Recently, the Anchor
Boys (five to seven year olds) were learning
about fishing and the Adventure Boys (eight
to 10 year olds) were learning about bicycle
safety and maintenance, while the Junior and
Senior Delta Boys (11 to 15 year olds) were
planning for their units’ upcoming camp.
As the boys get older, they can continue

their journey through the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards and the President’s Badge, and then
progress to the highest award in the Boys
Brigade, the Queen’s Badge.
A few weeks ago, the call went out to
Bike Mercury Bay to ask if they had any
volunteers who would be happy to meet with
the Adventure Boys and provide some basic
bike safety and maintenance tips. One of the
local cyclists was happy to put his hand up.
Underinflated tyres and brakes that needed
adjustment or repair, plus cycle helmet fit
were the key points covered.
“The boys now have some idea of what they

should be checking on a regular basis with
their bicycles and the donation of cans of CRC
from Whitianga-based Pacific Coast Marine
to help keep components protected from
the elements was very much appreciated,”
says Robyn.
There is also a group which caters for girls
and is called ICONZ for Girlz with plans to
be based during School Term 2 in Whitianga.
Those wanting more information on the
local branches of Boys Brigade New Zealand
and ICONZ for Girlz, can email Robyn at
robyn.balfour2@hotmail.com.

The Adventure Boys of the Boys Brigade Kūaotunu with their bicycles.
From the left: Aisea Loumoli, Micah Beck, Jonathan Vaughan, Daniel Vaughan, Daniel Loumoli, Toby Still and Zachary Doyle.
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