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Community board support for delay in 
increase of Whitianga Wharf charges

Distributed throughout the Coromandel Peninsula, coast to coast from Thames to north of Colville - www.theinformer.co.nz

Mark Jones, the owner of Whitianga’s Glass Bottom Boat, addressed the Mercury Bay  
Community Board on Wednesday last week with regard to Thames-Coromandel District Council’s  

proposed increase in the charges to use the Whitianga Wharf.

By Stephan Bosman

Following a presentation by Mark Jones, the owner of Whitianga’s Glass 
Bottom Boat, at last week’s Mercury Bay Community Board meeting, 
the board members have decided to recommend to Thames-Coromandel 
District Council not to implement the increase in Whitianga Wharf 
charges contained in the draft Annual Plan that’s at the moment out  
for consultation.

An increase in the charges was first mooted in the draft TCDC Long 
Term Plan 2021 - 2031 that went out for consultation early last year,  
but was shelved for a year to allow discussions with the tour boat and 
fishing charter operators using the wharf. “Not only was an increase in 
annual fees from $48 to $75 per metre of boat length proposed, but we 
were also going to be charged $2 per passenger carried,” says Mark. 
“For some of the tour boat operators, that would have meant an increase 
of about 1,000 percent. Make no mistake, we fully appreciate that the 
Whitianga Wharf needs to be maintained and all of us agree that an 
increase in the fees we pay is necessary, but we wanted to be part of 
the process. Following the adoption of the Long Term Plan without the 
charges, we were promised that we would be able to sit around the table 
with TCDC staff and elected officials and work out a solution that was 
fair on everyone. Disappointingly, no consultation took place and now 
we’re faced with the same situation again.

“It’s even more concerning that we have to deal with this issue at 
this time, coming off the back of one our most disappointing summers 
ever. Tour boat operators are all in an industry massively affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and every increase in the cost of running our 
businesses is hurting.”

Rekha Percival, chair of the Mercury Bay Community Board,  
says the board members were supportive  of proper consultation first 
needing to take place with the tour boat and fishing charter operators 
before any decisions about an increase in charges to use the Whitianga 
Wharf can be taken. “The board’s recommendation will be in the form 
of a submission on the draft Annual Plan,” she says. “The tour boats 
and fishing charters are an important part of the Mercury Bay economy.  
It’s our duty to make sure they thrive within the confines of not putting an 
unnecessary burden on the ratepayers of the area. If a workable solution 
is found within the next 12 months, it can form part of next year’s  
Annual Plan.

“I need to stress, however, that the Mercury Bay Community Board can 
only make a recommendation. The final decision will be taken by council. 
The boat operators and everyone else who would like to comment on 
what is being proposed, should also make a submission. The stronger the 
voice, the better the chance council will hear the community’s concerns.

“The board’s recommendation to TCDC highlights that we are listening 
to our community. New Zealand has local body elections coming up.  
I hope the ability to make a difference will motivate more people to run 
for a seat on council or community board.”

Submissions on the draft Annual Plan closes on Monday, 11 April. 
More information can be found at tcdc.govt.nz/annualplan2022. 
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Night sky information  
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343

www.stargazersbb.com

Tuesday, 5 April to Wednesday, 13 April: Saturn, Mars, Venus and Jupiter will all form a beautiful line-up in the dawn sky this week with 
Saturn at the top and Jupiter right on the horizon. Venus is the brightest followed by Jupiter, Saturn and then Mars, which can also be seen 
gliding past Saturn from day to day in the early mornings. There will be several good International Space Station (ISS) passes for early risers in 
the dawn sky. Tuesday, 5 April: There will be an extremely low ISS pass from 5:28am in the SW while Saturn and Mars are almost touching.  
Wednesday, 6 April: Mars is now right beside fainter Saturn in the dawn sky. Thursday, 7 April: Another ISS pass low in the SW from 5:28am 
this morning. Mars and Saturn are still very close. Friday, 8 April: Mars has now moved below Saturn. Saturday, 9 April: The half Moon lies right 
between the heads of the twins Gemini. Castor, the lower of the two stars, is actually six stars going around each other. Far to the left is the red giant  
Betelgeuse in Orion. Monday, 11 April: A bright ISS pass this morning from 5:29am passing high overhead. Tuesday, 12 April: Another bright ISS 
pass this morning from 4:43am when it pops out of the Earth’s shadow just above the four lined-up planets. 

What’s happening in the night sky?

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive

Whitianga
Tel  07  869 5990

Ted McVerry - never afraid to start again 
By Jack Biddle

A change in lifestyle is nothing new for 
Ted McVerry, who for last 22 years has 
been the branch manager of the Carters 
timber and merchant supply yard in Moewai  
Road, Whitianga.

Ted, who turns 69 later this year, is set to 
down tools on a full-time basis in the middle 
of this month. The word “retirement” doesn’t 
sit that well with him, however. The future 
will be more about looking at options and 
changing the work and play formula around 
to favour the play more than the work side of 
life. “I’ll be on the lookout for some part-time 
work for sure to keep me busy,” he says.  

Regardless of his future lifestyle, what 
definitely won’t be changing anytime soon 
is Ted’s passion for rugby, and in particular 
his involvement with the Mercury Bay Rugby  
Club and his current role as manager of the 
championship-winning Senior A side. “I have 
always had a great passion for working with 
people, helping form a team environment and 
in particular watching our youth grow from 
raw beginnings to, in many cases, taking on 
leadership roles themselves regardless of 
whether it’s in work, sport or life in general,” 
he says. “In my role with the rugby club as 
well as manager of the Whitianga branch of 
Carters over a long period, I have seen young 
apprentice builders go on to become self-
employed chippies or do well in other roles, 
including contributing positively to the local 
community. I like to think I played some sort 
of role in creating a positive environment 
in their lives or helping them to push the 
boundaries and become the best they can be.”

Pushing boundaries and not being 
afraid of new challenges is nothing new 
to Ted who started his working life as an 
apprentice motor mechanic before heading 
in a completely new direction and becoming 
a full-time professional sheep shearer.  

The backbreaking role was to last just shy 
of 20 years and included travel around New 
Zealand, Australia and America.  

Ted met his future wife, Sharron, a Northland 
girl, in Mangawhai south of Whangarei 
while on shearing duties there and together 
they have four children, all of whom ended 
up as students at Mercury Bay Area School.  
Their only son, Connor, shares his father’s 
passion for rugby and currently plays for the 
Mercury Bay Senior A and Thames Valley 
provincial teams.

“Once I gave shearing away, I again decided 
to try something a little bit different and took 
up a job at a timber yard in Matamata as a 
yard hand,” says Ted. “I was never afraid to 
start again, so to speak, and to learn from 
the ground up in a new and completely 
different working environment. In hindsight, 
it was the perfect way to learn about all the 
intricacies and finer detail of supplying 

building materials to the commercial side 
of the construction industry as well as the 
general public. I quickly learnt that from 
the yard to the front counter and through to 
management, it’s very much teamwork and 
about forming relationships and trust with 
customers. After all these years at Carters in a 
management role, I can honestly say without 
my loyal staff I would be hopeless. They are 
dependable, reliable team players and carry 
out their specific tasks to a very high standard 
which makes my role so much easier.” 

Having to move with the times has also 
required a teamwork approach, says Ted.  
“For a couple of years now the building 
industry has been faced with ongoing supply 
issues while changes in health and safety 
protocols have meant the way we go about 
our daily business from the yard to the front 
desk has had to change,” he says. “My motto 
is ‘get-with-it’ and find ways to embrace 

any changes, ensuring staff and customers 
are very much part of the journey towards 
finding a solution to a potential problem. 
I will definitely miss my staff and their 
companionship and loyalty, but will depart 
knowing their strong work ethic will be 
appreciated by the incoming management.”

Apart from rugby, Ted is looking forward 
to getting out and about a little more on his 
mountain bike as well as taking in some  
of the great walks on offer in New Zealand 
with Sharron. 

Wherever life takes Ted, we can be assured 
he won’t be sitting on his hands for long 
or be afraid to take on something new and 
completely different. He’s on the lookout for 
a new set of wheels, so maybe it’s time to 
put his old mechanic hat back on to find the 
ideal vehicle. The modern motor vehicle has 
definitely changed over the years, but it will 
be hard to pull the wool over his eyes. 

After 22 years in the job, Carters Whitianga branch manager, Ted McVerry, is laying down tools.
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Coromandel still one of NZ’s 
most expensive property markets 
Data released by property website realestate.co.nz indicates that the Coromandel Peninsula 
remained last month entrenched as the region in New Zealand with the third highest average 
asking price for residential properties.
The Coromandel’s March average asking price of $1,099,170 was a five precent drop on the 
February 2022 figure, but still more than $125,000 above the nationwide figure of $974,019. 
Despite a 3.5 percent drop compared to February this year, the Otago/Lakes region still recorded 
the highest average asking price with a figure of $1,279,283. Auckland was in second place 
with an average asking price of $1,258,336. 
Only five regions recorded an average asking price of more than $1 million. The Bay of Plenty 
was in fourth spot with a figure of $1,028,071, followed by Wellington with a figure of $1,003,983.
In terms of vendor expectations, the West Coast of the South Island was the cheapest region in 
New Zealand last month with an average asking price of $455,239. The second lowest figure of 
$512,394 was recorded in Southland.
With only 235 residential properties on the market, housing stock on the Coromandel was last 
month 22.7 percent below the number of properties that was available for sale during the same 
time last year. Nationwide, housing stock was up 32 percent compared to March 2021. 
The number of properties for sale on the Coromandel is a direct consequence of the fact that 
new listings struggle to reach the same numbers as last year. Last month, only 108 properties 
were listed for sale on the Peninsula, 4.4 percent lower than the number of listings during 
March 2021.
Last month’s inventory of listings, according to realestate.co.nz a reliable indicator of market 
sentiment, suggests it would take 14 weeks to sell all residential listings on the Coromandel. 
As the realestate.co.nz long term average, measured over the past 15 years, sits at 110 weeks, 
the Peninsula is still in the grip of a strong seller’s market.
Nationwide the tide may be turning, however. With an inventory of listings of 17 weeks at the 
end of last month and a long-term average of 15 weeks, Wellington has changed into a “soft” 
buyer’s market. A change in the rate of sales may indicate that a buyer’s marker is on the way 
in Auckland also. As at the end of last month, there was only a two week difference between 
the inventory of listing of 20 weeks and the long-term average of 22 weeks. “We haven’t seen 
a buyers' market in Auckland since June 2020, so this is something to watch over the next few 
months,” says Vanessa Williams, spokesperson for realestate.co.nz.
Closer to home, according to data made available by Ray White Real Estate, 17 residential 
properties were sold in Whitianga in February this year, 29 percent less than the same month 
last year. With an average sale price of $1,220,029, the total value of sales in February was 
$20,740,500, a decrease of 25 percent compared to a year ago.
The most expensive home sold in Whitianga during February this year - a four-bedroom 
home with harbour views - sold for $3,050,000. With a sale price of $667,000, a two-bedroom 
bungalow was the cheapest property sold in February.
The median house price in Whitianga at the end of February this year was $1,004,000.
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Learn about the “king of card games” 
with the Hahei Bridge Club 
By Pam Ferla

New president of the Hahei Bridge Club, 
Don Barry, reckons bridge is the greatest 
source of enjoyment four people can have 
with a pack of cards and he is keen to see 
more people visiting the club to find out  
for themselves.

Don has played the game for 15 years 
and when he retired to Cooks Beach three 
years ago, it was not long before he joined 
the club. When asked about the attraction 
of the game, he said the benefits are two-
fold. “There’s a social aspect, which is 
great for communities like ours,” he said.  
“We have folk from Opito Bay to Tairua 
playing at our club. Bridge is also a real 
tonic to keep the mind sharp - just ask 
regular players Bill Gates and Warren 
Buffet. But seriously, if you enjoy other 
card games, then you’ll find bridge is next 
level enjoyment. It’s really the ultimate 
trick-taking card game.”

Don considers bridge is the king of card 
games and there is always something new 
to learn. “You’ll find a bridge club in all 
corners across the globe,” he said. “Just 
turn up and play. Or on a cold winter’s day,  
you will find there’s nothing better than a 
social game with friends. And anyone can 
learn the game, even if they have never 
played a card game in their life.”

Like all clubs, the Hahei Bridge Club’s 
success relies on members getting involved 

and making it work. New players are 
always welcome. The club meets weekly 
on Tuesday afternoons at the Hahei 
Community Centre. 

To introduce more people to the game,  
the club will be offering a 10-week 
programme of lessons starting on Tuesday, 
3 May at 10:00am, also at the community 
centre. The lessons and afternoon play are 
timed to make it easy for retirees and the 
self-employed to get involved. “Some folk 
take lessons with a partner, but this isn’t 
necessary,” said Don. “Our lessons are free 
and the annual cost of playing bridge is a 
real bargain - just $3 table money and a  
$10 subscription.”

The Hahei Bridge Club has been running 
for over 30 years, with the first AGM held 
in December 1991. Eileen Bright was first 
club president.

Robyn and Peter Hogg have been 
the backbone of the club for more than  
10 years, having played bridge for over 25. 
Robyn was the club’s president for over 
a decade before recently handing over to 
Don.  She looked after new players’ lessons 
as well as overseeing the smooth running 
of the club. “It’s a great game to play with 
your partner.” she said, “But there are times 
when it is prudent to bite one’s lip!”

Anyone curious about the game of bridge 
can phone/text Robyn on (021) 543 015. New Hahei Bridge Club president, Don Barry, with past president, Robyn Hogg.
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Non-native pest seaweed possibly 
found at Great Mercury Island
It’s believed that a species of non-native pest seaweed has been found in a number of patches at a 
beach on the western shore of Ahuahu Great Mercury Island. 
The discovery was made when researchers from NIWA carried out surveillance work for Biosecurity 
New Zealand as part of an operation to address the presence of two species of exotic Caulerpa in 
three harbours at Aotea Great Barrier Island. Caulerpa species can be invasive and grow rapidly. 
As part of the Aotea Caulerpa response, NIWA has been checking for the seaweed in other locations 
where vessels are known to move to and from Great Barrier Island. This has included the wider 
Hauraki Gulf and Great Mercury Island. 
Two weeks ago, NIWA divers found areas of what appears to be an exotic Caulerpa in the waters 
between Paritu and Pukekoromiko Points on Great Mercury Island. Samples were quickly sent for 
identification and Biosecurity New Zealand is currently waiting on confirmatory DNA results from a 
laboratory overseas. Based on a visual ID, algae specialists suspect that the plants are one of the 
two exotic Caulerpa species found at Great Barrier Island.
Four small patches of the seaweed, each less than half a metre across, were found. Biosecurity 
New Zealand immediately contacted mana whenua for Ahuahu, the island’s landowners, 
Waikato Regional Council and DOC to talk about how this new discovery should be managed -  
should Caulerpa be confirmed.
Because the infestation appeared small and likely relatively new, it was decided to take urgent 
precautionary measures to cover each patch with tarpaulin to shut out the light, suppress growth 
and lower the risk of fragmentation spreading the potential pest. NIWA returned to Ahuahu on 
Tuesday last week to carry out this work. There are two buoys in position marking the area where 
the work is taking place.
Even though Biosecurity New Zealand has not genetically confirmed the species of Caulerpa present, 
they are now actively encouraging vessel operators and recreational boaties to avoid anchoring in 
the area of Great Mercury Island between Paritu and Pukekoromiko Points.
If anchoring in the area absolutely cannot be avoided, boaties are asked to inspect their anchor and 
chain when lifting it and remove any attached seaweed before moving. Either dispose of any weed 
growth on shore or drop it back in the anchoring area. 
NIWA is this week surveying other Great Mercury Island bays frequently used as anchorages.
While Biosecurity New Zealand is still gathering information, it is too early to determine what the 
future course of action will be. They are committed to keeping the community informed about the 
situation and providing advice on how to avoid spreading Caulerpa.
Biosecurity New Zealand put out an e-newsletter with updates on the Caulerpa situation at Great 
Barrier Island and will now also include information about Great Mercury Island. If you would like 
to join their mailing list, please email Caulerpa2021.liaison@mpi.govt.nz and ask to be added to 
the database.

Tips for Business Owners
By Christine Petrie

Christine Petrie, the author 
of this column, is the owner 
of Shifting Focus Business 
Consulting. She can be 
contacted on telephone  
(021) 775 571 or email  
christine@shiftingfocus.co.nz.

The relaxing of COVID-19 restrictions 
around vaccinations and gathering numbers, 
and the promise of international visitors will 
be a welcome relief to many businesses.

As the vaccine pass system and workforce 
vaccination requirements can still be used, 
it is timely for organisations to review their 
COVID-19 health and safety risk assessments. 
Key is for organisations and their leaders to 
assess their level of risk and the controls they 
can employ to manage this risk. Guidance can 
be found on the worksafe.govt.nz website.

There is still some financial support 
available - a one-off Short-term Absence 
Payment for employees unable to work while 
waiting for a PCR test result ($359) and the 
Leave Support Scheme (up to $600 per week) 
for those unable to work while self-isolating. 
Employers and the self-employed can apply 
for this support. Applications for the three 
recent rounds of the COVID-19 Support 

Payment for businesses with a 40 percent 
or more drop in revenue close on 5 May.  
The Small Business Cashflow Loan Scheme 
for organisations with 50 or less staff remains 
open until 31 December 2023. This loan is 
interest free if paid back within two years and 
has a maximum term of five years.

The minimum wage increased to $21.20 
on 1 April. Changes in an employee’s wages 
should be documented in a variation to 
their employment agreement signed by the 
employer and employee.

Be alert to shifts in customer behaviour 
and spending patterns, and be prepared to 
move with urgency to take advantage of new 
opportunities.
Information included in this column is of 
a general nature and is not a substitute 
for tailored legal, accounting and other 
professional advice.
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“Fly-in” on the last day 
of Daylight Saving 

More than 30 people enjoyed a “fly-in” at the hangar house of Mercury Bay Aero Club member Wally 
Pendray and his wife, Anne, on Saturday afternoon last week. Pilots and their families from as far as 
Rotorua and Masterton flew in to enjoy the company of fellow aviation enthusiasts.
The collection of aircraft parked outside Wally and Anne’s house was truly impressive. In addition to 
a BBQ lunch, those present were entertained by Whitianga band Spring Chicken.
Hangar houses are these days a common sight along the main runway of the Whitianga airfield. 
Several of the hangar house owners who were part of the festivities opened their hangars to reveal 
the aircraft and hobby projects hiding behind the big doors. A surprise was seeing a bi-plane being 
built in one of the hangars.
“Anne and I loved seeing everyone,” Wally said. “Thank you for making the last day of Daylight 
Saving in 2022 a beauty.” 
Pictured is Wally (left) with Murray Callister who flew from Masterton to Whitianga on Saturday.
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Like us on Facebook.  
Follow us on Twitter.

Check us out on Instagram.

See page 2 for what’s happening  
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and  

Hot Water Beach tides.

Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours ... .................................................111
Police (Whitianga)  .......................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua)  .............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town)  ..........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers ....... .........................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ............................................. ..................................868 0200
Civil Defence  ..............................................................................................868 0200 
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ......................... ..........................866 5911 
Medical Centre (Tairua) ................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained  counsellor .............1737  
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators  .....................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services .................. ........................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services  ............................................................027 446 6921 

What’s that Number?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.

ONLINE POLL FOR APRIL 2022
Are you interested in the local government  

elections later this year?

Car Talk By Jack Biddle
A question for Jack? Just email us or drop us a note.

Stage 2 of the Clean Car Discount

Stage 2 of the government’s Clean Car Discount 
scheme officially kicked off on 1 April.                 

When the scheme was first implemented 
on 1 July last year for light vehicles, a rebate 
was offered to buyers of fully electric vehicles 
(BEVs) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles 
(PHEVs) only.  

For a new BEV, the rebate was set at $8,625 
and $3,450 for a first registered used import.  
A new PHEV qualified for a $5,750 rebate and a 
first registered used import $2,300. There was an 
$80,000 cap placed on the total vehicle price and 
they were also required to meet specific crash 
test criteria.   

The rebate only applied to vehicles when being 
registered in New Zealand for the first time. 

The Clean Car Discount scheme forms part of 
the government’s initiatives to tackle transport 
sector carbon dioxide (CO2) emission levels and 
help address climate change.

On 1 April, the scheme was expanded to 
not only include a rebate for all qualifying  
low-emission light vehicles, which now includes 
those powered solely by internal combustion 
engines, but also to include a fee to be paid for 
high-emission vehicles. The rebate is based on a 
set carbon emissions baseline using a gram per 
kilometre (g/km) format and is proportional as 
to how far below that baseline individual vehicle 
makes and models fall. The high emitters will 
also be judged on a separate g/km format and the  
fee will be applied accordingly. There is even a 
band where vehicles fall into either a no rebate 
or no fee category.   

The rebate still only applies to new and used 
vehicles when they are first registered to drive 
on New Zealand roads, if sold for less than 
$80,000 including GST and on-road costs,  
and have a three-star safety rating or higher. 

The bottom line is the higher the emission 
produced, the higher is the fee to be paid 

while the lower the emissions, the higher 
is the government rebate to be received. 
It’s a scheme the government believes will 
encourage an increase in buyer demand for low- 
emission vehicles.

Both the new and used vehicle operators 
working in the light passenger sector of the 
motor industry and registering vehicles for the 
first time in New Zealand, will need to be top 
of their game to inform their potential customers 

The Honda Jazz e:HEV Luxe costs $35,000 plus on-road-costs and is  
eligible for a Clean Car Discount scheme rebate of $4,140.

of the Clean Car Discount and how it applies 
to specific models. For the general public,  
they can go onto the government’s RightCar 
website which contains a guide on how 
environmentally friendly a particular make and 
model of vehicle is and whether a fee or rebate 
applies based on the CO2 emission levels.  
The exact fee amount will be confirmed at the 
time of the first registration (number plates 
issued) in New Zealand while the rebate will be 

confirmed upon application.
New vehicle registrations in New Zealand 

have for the last couple of years hit all-time 
highs helped mainly by the COVID-19 travel 
restrictions placed on consumers. And while 
there is a definite swing towards electrified 
vehicles helped by the introduction of Stage 
1 of the Clean Car Discount scheme, the best-
selling vehicles overall have continued to be 
high-emission utes such as the Ford Ranger and 

Toyota Hilux, and that trend has showed little 
sign of slowing. 

To try and beat the 1 April deadline for having 
to pay the high-emission fee, which can be in 
excess of $4,500 depending on specific models, 
there were many orders placed by consumers 
for utes some months ago. However, because of 
factory delays overseas caused by component 
shortages, there are waiting lists as long as 
your arm for many popular makes and models.  

This means waiting customers of the high-
emitters will be required to pay the fee from  
1 April.  

There is no way around paying the government 
fee, even if deposits had been taken for vehicles 
many months prior. All new and used vehicles 
entering the country must go through a set 
process once landed and prior to registration. 
If pre-ordered vehicles are not in the country or 
have not been through that process, then the fee 
will apply. This will no doubt prove difficult for 
some customers to accept, but the industry has its 
hands tied and the government has refused to offer 
any waiver of the fee for vehicles registered from  
1 April.  

What some consumers will need to understand 
is the price from the distributors of these 
vehicles has not changed since a sales agreement 
was signed, it’s the government fee that has 
been added and driven up the extra cost. Those 
looking to receive a rebate will not be affected by 
any such delays as the vehicles already qualify. 

The other dilemma for consumers moving 
forward is whether or not to trade up to a vehicle 
which earns a healthy Clean Car Discount. 
Even when the maximum discount is applied, 
many vehicles are still more expensive than 
a standard fuel efficient internal combustion-
powered vehicle.  Then there are those who rely 
on a workhorse diesel-powered ute and have no 
option but to pay the high-emission fee to update 
or keep their old utes for longer.   

We can expect to see the high-emission 
vehicles continue to top the sales charts for some 
time yet as back orders start to flow through to 
waiting consumers, but going forward the Clean 
Car Discount scheme will have a much bigger 
impact on consumer choice than ever before. 

They say the one consistent thing about 
the motoring industry is the constant change.  
How very true.
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A kākahu to empower, and feel pride 
and courage
By Tony Stickley

Whitianga mother Rachel Reid has woven an elaborate 
Māori kākahu (cloak) for her budding sports star son, 
Jeter, with all the care, skill and love she could muster -  
and now she is starting on another for her younger son, 
Blake, as well.

“I have just chosen to make a kākahu as something 
special for Jeter,” said Rachel. “I am not Māori, but my 
husband Phil and sons Jeter [11] and Blake [8] are. Weaving 
is part of a learning journey for me of all things Māori - the 
culture, Te Reo, tikanga, how we do things and why we do 
them. So the kākahu is something special to celebrate Jeter.

“My next project is making one for Blake too, starting in 
the next few days.”

Rachel said she was invited by a friend to take up weaving 
as a hobby and she got hooked. “A friend asked me to join 
a whatu wānanga [a learning environment for weaving],” 
she said. “There are four or five of us who go along to my 
friend’s house. “I needed a hobby, something special just 
for me, to give myself a break from work and motherhood 
and it is also part of my learning journey.” 

Since the middle of February, Rachel put in many hours 
finger-weaving macrame cord, twine, yarn and feathers 
from pukeko and pheasant into a kākahu that Jeter can be 
proud of. “There was definitely a lot of love that went into 
weaving the kākahu,” she said.

Jeter, who is of Ngāti Porou, also had an input into the 
design of the cloak. “There is no specific iwi design in 
there, but he chose the colours - red and black, traditional 
Māori colours - and he has chosen two designs of Taaniko,” 
said Rachel. “He is very proud of his Māori heritage and he 

very much wants to learn more about his culture and where 
he comes from.”

Jeter is talented at various sports, having won regional 
and national medals for jiu-jitsu, while also being heavily 
involved in kick boxing through Toa Martial Arts at the 
Evolution Fitness gym in Whitianga, as well as rugby 
league and surf lifesaving.

Rachel said that the kākahu was to be worn on special 
occasions. However, weavers are pushing for kākahu to be 
worn more often like how Māori used to. “For me it is just 
something special that I wanted to gift Jeter and it will be 
something he always has, even if he grows out of it and we 
hang it on his wall as a special taonga [prized possession] 
from his mum,” she said. 

“This will be something that he can wear if he achieves 
another New Zealand medal, which he has already done. 
He will be able to wear his kākahu out of pride - and he is 
proud to be a talented Māori student and athlete.”

Rachel said that it was an enchanting  moment to see 
Jeter’s eyes light up when she handed him the finished 
cloak. “The design of the cloak symbolises strength, power 
and determination, and these are attributes that I believe our 
son has,” she said. “So in wearing that, I want him to feel 
empowered, and feel pride and courage in whatever he does.  
The design of the weaving that went into it holds all of that 
for him.”

For Jeter, it was an honour to be presented with the 
kākahu. “I will wear it with pride, he said.Jeter Reid with his new kākahu.
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Charlie Cunningham’s toy car collection
By Tony Stickley

Charlie Cunningham, who owns Charlie’s 
Workshop on Whitianga’s Mill Road, has 
spent a lifetime in and around cars - old cars, 
new cars, vintage cars, fixing, servicing, 
buying and selling them ever since he was 
a youngster growing up in Hamilton where 
his father, an A-grade mechanic, ran an 
automotive workshop.

Charlie even used to race buggy off-
roaders before injuries to his body told him 
it was time to quit. So it is hardly surprising 
that he also has an impressive “fleet” of 
miniature and model cars in a glass display 
cabinet at his workshop which are often 
sought out by antique dealers, collectors or 
just fascinated passersby. All up, Charlie 
estimates he would have around 70 model 
cars from some of the world’s most famous 
toy manufacturers, including Franklin Mint, 
Dinky and Matchbox, not to mention his Coca- 
Cola series.

Some of the classics cost up to $800 when 
new and with the closure of some of the biggest 
names in the diecast model car industry many 
years ago, that would undoubtedly increase 
their rarity value.

Charlie, who set up Charlie’s Workshop in 
2000, the year after he moved to Whitianga 
from Hamilton, said he was offered a 
small collection of Franklin Mint to-scale 
miniatures to buy 18 years ago. “I have 
always liked miniature cars, but I was never a 
collector because I thought that once I started 
collecting them, I would never stop,” he said. 
“I have always been interested in cars, I love 
them - cars have been my life. Then this 
collection of Franklin Mint cars came up for 
sale by a guy who was going overseas.”

Having bought the collection, Charlie 
later added to it with some purchases before 
Franklin Mint closed down and then expanded 
it further when another collection - including 

Dinky, Matchbox and Coca-Cola models - 
came up for sale.

Charlie was reluctant to put a value on the 
entire collection, partly because he did not 
know exactly what it was worth, but also 
in case someone wanted to buy it off him. 
“These are not something I intend to hang 
onto for the rest of my life,” he said without 
any display of sentimentality. “If someone 
comes along and offers the right price, then 
sure, I will sell them.”

Charlie said that from time-to-time antique 
dealers would come in and try to haggle for 
some of the prime pieces individually. “They 
want to pick and choose, but I tell them if you 
want the rare ones, you are going to have to 
buy the whole lot,” he said.

But it is not just antiquarians who are 
interested in Charlie’s toy car collection. 
Customers and even people walking past in 
the street who get a glimpse of the models of 
some of the most famous classic and vintage 

cars are lured in. “It is a sort of showroom 
feature and definitely a conversation starter,” 
said Charlie. “Lots of people come and say 
their dad had one of these cars, or they walk 
past and I hear them say they wouldn’t mind 
one of these cars.

“Sometimes they come in and want to buy 
one because they have one of these makes of 
car or had one years ago. But I don’t want to 
split up the collection, so I say I can’t sell just 
one, they would have to buy the lot.”

In addition to the model cars, there is also a 
framed series of hand-stitched crochet works 
depicting a number of classic cars hanging 
on the wall of Charlie’s Workshop. Charlie 
said they were the work of a now deceased 
Whitianga woman and that each of the series 
of eight took hundreds of hours to stitch.

Before coming to Whitianga, Charlie had 
two workshops in Hamilton at a time when 
the internal combustion engine still had a bit 
of mystique to it. “That was before the influx 
of Japanese cars,” he said. “I suppose I am 
old school, but I learned my trade in the days 
when cars had points or contact breakers and 
condensers, but a lot of younger guys just 
wouldn’t have a clue if they came across one 
of these old school cars today.

“Nowadays cars have engine management 
systems which are computer controlled. There 
is very little repair work the average person 
can do on their engine these days. They just 
open the bonnet, look at the motor for a few 
seconds and then close it again.”

Modern cars may be vastly more efficient 
and reliable than their predecessors, but there 
are many people with a soft spot for the 
vehicles of days gone by.

Charlie will always have his model 
collection to feed his nostalgia for a more 
romantic era of motoring. Unless, of course, 
someone comes along and makes him an 
offer he can’t refuse.

Charlie Cunningham, the owner of Charlie’s Workshop in Whitianga,  
at his collection of miniature and model cars. 
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What’s On In the next few weeks

PLEASE NOTE, ALL ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS ARE DEPENDENT ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND MAy BE 
CANCELLED ON SHORT NOTICE
REGuLAR ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am - 
2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to 
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm. 
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.  
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those 
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Thursday from 5:30pm - 7:30pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area 
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Tuesday morning at 8:30am as an 
outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.  
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on 
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Tennis Club
Club night every Thursday evening from 6:00pm at the club tennis courts at Lyon Park, Albert Street, Whitianga.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan  
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol 
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie, 
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
AA Driver Licensing
The second Friday of every month at St Andrew’s by the Sea Community Church, Owen Street, Whitianga.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their 
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Lorna Russell on  

SPECIAL EVENTS
Whitianga Toy Library “House Warming” - An “Egg-citing Easter Extravaganza”
Friday, 8 April from 2:30pm - 4:30pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. Face painting, a sausage sizzle, 
balloon twisting, games and a colouring-in competition - come along and join the library.
Celebrate 1,000 Issues of The Informer
Buy Local Competition: Simply drop proof of your local purchases (invoices/receipts) into the blue bin on the front 
porch of our office at 14 Monk Street, Whitianga and go into the draw to win one of five $100 vouchers to spend 
with one of our advertisers. Please write your name and phone number on your invoices/receipts. Closing date for 
entries: Friday, 29 April. 
Photography Competition: Email us at office@theinformer.co.nz or send us via a Facebook message a photo you 
have taken that illustrates what makes Mercury Bay such an amazing place to live, work and play to win one of five 
$100 vouchers to spend with one of our advertisers. Closing date for entries: Friday, 29 April. 
Presentation on the Economy - TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Wednesday, 4 May at the Whitianga Airfield, Dakota Drive. Two presentations - breakfast at 8:30am and lunch at 
12:30pm - by well-known independent economist (and former chief economist of ANZ Bank), Cameron Bagrie,  
on the New Zealand economy and the Mercury Bay economy specifically. Attendance limited to 100 at each of the 
presentations. Tickets $25 each (breakfast or lunch included). Email office@theinformer.co.nz to book your spot or 
pop into The Informer offices at 14 Monk Street Whitianga.

(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other 
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm  -  6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga. 
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely. 
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
Whitianga Art Group
Meets every Thursday and Friday from 10:00am - 4:00pm at 23 School Road, Whitianga. Visitors are invited to join us for 
a day of painting. Start-up materials supplied. Phone Jenny on (027) 210 0160 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry. 
Visitors welcome.
Whitianga Tramping Group
Meets every second Sunday at 8:30am. Phone Wally on (021) 907 782 or Lesley on (021) 157 9979 for more information.
Cooks Beach Garden Circle
Meet the last Thursday of every month from 11:15am - 2:30pm. New members are welcome. Phone Leila on  
(07) 8663264 or Anne on (07) 866 0268 for more information.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon.  At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel 
truck stop. All welcome.
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Whitianga Town Garage 
Sale registrations open
Registrations for the 14th Whitianga Town Garage Sale have opened. Once again sponsored by  
The Informer, the sale is an opportunity for, as the saying goes, “one man’s trash” to become 
“another man’s treasure”. The sale will be held over Queen’s Birthday Weekend, from Saturday,  
4 June to Monday, 6 June. 
To register costs $15. All registered sales will be listed on a map in The Informer of Tuesday, 31 May. 
The registration fees will be donated to a Mercury Bay charity nominated by the primary school 
student leaders of Mercury Bay Area School.
All registered sales will be provided with posters clearly identifying them as part of the Whitianga 
Town Garage Sale.
Please email office@theinformer.co.nz or pop into our office at 14 Monk Street if you would like  
to register a sale. you will have to provide the address of your sale, the day or days you would like  
to hold your sale, the hours of your sale and a short description of what you’ll have on offer.
The Whitianga Town Garage Sale isn’t just an opportunity for Whitianga residents to get rid of some 
(or a lot of) pre-loved items, it’s also an opportunity for businesses to sell excess stock and the 
members of community groups to join forces and raise some much-needed funds.
In addition, the vibe around town on the cold mornings of Queen’s Birthday Weekend is always 
electrifying with lots of bargain hunters looking through all the items on offer and vehicles cruising 
the streets, looking for the next sale.
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© Lovatts Puzzles
Crossword

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

 Crossword Puzzle 996

Last week’s winner - Alan Rhodes

Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga 
or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must 
please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Last week’s Mega Crossword solution

ACROSS 
1.   Three-sided object
5.   Countless
7.   Jumping parasite
8.   Bedtime drink
9.   Live coals
12. Lopped off
15. Caretaker
19. Generous gift
21. Of Middle Ages

22. Tibet’s Dalai ...
23. Challenge
24. Spruces (up)

DOWN
1.   Chewy confectionery
2.   Degrade
3.   Chromosome units
4.   Locomotive
5.   Full-grown
6.   Barked shrilly

10. Cereal husks
11. Split
12. Title of respect
13. Blocking vote
14. Destroy
15. Wedged forcibly
16. Set fire to
17. Mediterranean fruit
18. Detour round
19. Lightweight timber
20. In darkness
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An egg-citing new life for Whitianga 
Toy Library
By Francesca Dowling

Relocating to the Whitianga Social Services 
building in Cook Drive, opposite Mercury 
Bay Area School, the Whitianga Toy Library 
has been granted a new lease on life. 

Although the doors to the library’s new 
premises are already open, an official  
“Egg-citing Easter Extravaganza” house 
warming will be held on Friday this week 
from 2:30pm to 4:30pm.

Parents and children are encouraged to 
come along and join the library committee 
and volunteer librarians - Krissy Robinson 
(chair), Jess Khouri and new asset to the team, 
Liz Klagsburn (fundraising coordinator) -  
for a “hoppy time.” There will be face 
painting, a sausage sizzle, balloon twisting, 
games and a colouring competition with 
prizes to be won.

The Whitianga Toy Library played an 
important part in the childhood of many now 
grown-up Mercury Bay residents. However, 
its popularity in earlier years wasn’t enough 
to keep it from nearly closing its doors late 
last year. “The situation was pretty dire,” 
says Jess. “Fortunately our income is up by a 
huge amount now and with our new premises, 
we have a refreshing new start. The space is 
light, bright and a positive learning space for 
the children, and there’s indoor heating and 
cooling air conditioning too to keep the kids 
comfortable all year long. 

“We are looking forward to hosting 

our ‘Whanau and Me’ sessions that I will 
be running to encourage more playtime 
and bonding between mums, dads and 
grandparents with their children as we now 
have the floor space to explore. We are also 
looking forward to the library being a great 
social network for parents and kids to make 
a few friends.”

Liz, who has recently moved to Mercury 
Bay from Spain, says she was attracted to 

joining the Whitianga Toy Library committee 
by the fact that there wasn’t a similar sort of 
library where she lived. “I’ve always thought 
something like this was really needed,” she 
says. “It’s so valuable for the community 
having these non-profit organisations that 
make children’s entertainment fun, affordable 
and convenient.”

The Whitianga Toy Library is open 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

from 9:30am to 12:30pm, and Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 2:30pm to 4:30pm. 
Membership options have been revised 
to create more flexibility. A bach owner 
membership is now also available. For an 
annual fee of $35, bach owners can offer 
use of the library to their visitors. On top of 
the standard family membership of $35 per 
year and the grandparent membership of $20,  
a casual six-week membership can also be 
taken out for $20. 

Volunteers who commit to four duty 
sessions receive a free 12-month membership. 
“I’m super excited about the direction the 
Whitianga Toy Library has taken and the 
future plans we have in store,” says Krissy.  
“I would like to say a big thank you to 
Whitianga Social Services for giving us a 
discount on rent and a very warm welcome.” 

The other library sponsors are Zeke and 
Co, Wild Wood Mini Golf, Dream Catchers, 
Whiti Face Painting, Sew Loved Boutique and  
The Warehouse Whitianga, which is supplying 
all the materials that will be used in Friday’s 
colouring competition free of charge. 

“If anyone is interested in joining in on the 
fun, we are looking for a marketing trustee, 
a treasurer, more volunteer librarians and,  
of course, more businesses to sponsor our 
non-profit charity,” says Krissy.

For more information on the Whitianga 
Toy Library, visit whitianga.mibase.co.nz.

Whitianga Toy Library committee members and volunteer librarians Krissy Robinson  
(on the left), Jess Khouri (in the centre) and Liz Klagsbrun.
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Sudoku

        Last week’s winner - Michael Hyder

Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes 
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Last week’s solution

 Sudoku Puzzle 996

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)
“Kua ngahuru ināianei.” - “It’s Autumn now.”  

(Alternatives would be “Kua hōtoke/kōanga/raumati ināianei.” - “It’s winter/spring/summer now.”)
Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.

Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at their new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on their Facebook page.

Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail 
or scan and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or  
PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. 
The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can only be 
redeemed if allowed under the Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.
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Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel  (07) 867 1280
Fishing Report  

During my career on the water, I have seen 
may things in my capacity as a fishing 
charter operator (Warfish), a freight boat 
operator (Waka Kai), a Coastguard crewman 
(Whitianga Coastguard), a maritime patrol 
officer (Tauranga Harbour Patrol) and more 
recently my return to the New Zealand 
Defence Force assigned to the Royal New 
Zealand Navy.

A lot of the things I have seen and 
experienced, some of them very recent, still 
raise questions in my mind on the mentality 
(or lack of intelligence) of some people 
when they are on the water. 

I have listed 10 incidents, not in any 
particular order, that could have gone 
seriously wrong.

All of these scenarios are 100 percent fact 
and true.
• During a night patrol in Tauranga,  

we found seven vessels (in one night) 
fishing with no lights whatsoever,  
not even a handheld torch. One vessel had 
five people on board with no lifejackets, 
but they did have workman hi-viz vests 
on (it makes the bodies easier to find,  
I suppose). We also stopped three vessels 
speeding with no lights, no radar and no 
idea what was in front of them.

• During a day patrol, we found a Stabicraft 
1410 dingy with no less than eight people 
on board, all wearing lifejackets and all 
fishing. There was physically no room for 
anyone to sit down.

• Delivering Waka Kai orders into Tairua 

when the bar was at a Level 2 (workable, 
but with caution), a launch, while 
crossing the bar, did a U-turn less than 5m 
in front of us with dad and three young 
kids on board, no one wearing lifejackets.  
They were very lucky they timed it just 
right - two seconds either side and we 
would have had a rescue on our hands 
and more than likely a fatality.

• Doing safety checks while on patrol, 
quite a number of skippers took several 
minutes to try and find their lifejackets to 
show us, to prove they are carry one for 
each passenger. This happens regularly. 
The jackets, when not worn, should be 
at arm’s reach. Chances are you won’t 
have time to put your own jacket on, let 
alone anyone else’s during an emergency.  
The most recent was a skipper that had his 
wife and four kids on a tender in a strong 
current and no lifejackets to be seen 
anywhere. This guy and his family had 
just sailed across the Pacific in a yacht. 
Even experienced skippers are capable of 
becoming complacent.

• We pulled over a jetski doing donuts 
and high-speed tricks at a boat ramp in 
Tauranga around swimmers to find the 
driver had a four-year-old girl on his lap 
with no lifejacket while doing it.

• We attended several rescues of vessels 
where the skipper had next to zero 
experience on a secondhand vessel they 
had just purchased and doing a maiden 
voyage from Auckland to Tauranga.  

And yes, it happened more than once.
• We attended a situation where a skipper 

had his boat on the rocks, on an island, 
after he had run out of fuel with no VHF, 
no anchor to stop the boat from ending 
up on the rocks, and two small kids,  
a dog and a very grumpy wife on board. 
Luckily someone on the mainland spotted 
him waving the torch on his phone. There 
was no reception where he was stranded. 
It was a winter’s night as well.

• Coming back from a charter, we pulled up 
to a vessel catching some really awesome 
fish during a local fishing competition - 
in Te Whanganui-a-Hei Marine Reserve. 
They pleaded ignorance, of course.

• During the first COVID-19 lockdown, 
operating Waka Kai as an essential 
service (travelling up and down the coast 
seemed almost apocalyptic - no other 
vessels in sight) and coming through the 
Wigmore Passage at Hahei, we almost 
ran over divers with no floats and no 
flags. Luckily we always slow down to 
the speed limit coming through there,  
but many boats don’t.

• We pulled over a tender at night with no 

lights. The drunken skipper and passenger 
refused to stop and took off up the 
Tauranga Harbour between two harbour 
tugs berthing a massive container ship 
before making their way to the closest 
marina where they boarded a vessel that 
wasn’t theirs. Early the next morning they 
couldn’t help to wonder why they were in 
a great deal of trouble when we (and the 
owner of the vessel they boarded) caught 
up to them once they had sobered up.
Some of you may find some of these 

occurrences quite hilarious, but it’s easy to 
see that if things went wrong with a couple 
of them, for whatever reason, the results 
would have been catastrophic.

Too many people drown in New Zealand. 
The “she’ll be right” attitude is a killer on the 
ocean. Every day on the water is different, 
every hour on the water can be different also. 
Follow the rules and be careful out there.

And if in doubt, don’t go out.
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz
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Name: _________________________________________________________________

  
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________

Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail, or scan and email your 
entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, Whitianga or  
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please 
claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the 
Covid-19 restrictions in force at the time.

Brain Teaser Puzzles 996

Brain Teaser - Missing Link
© Lovatts Puzzles

Last week’s Brain Teasers solution - Figures of Fun

Last week’s winner - 

Last week’s winner - Paul Bradley

Missing Link Instructions  - Complete the words in the 
grid by using each letter of the alpabet once only. 
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Steve Moore’s cartoon “sparkie”  
is making a comeback

Long-time Whitianga electrician, Steve Moore (right) has recently transferred  
his client base to fellow electrician, Nigel Gibbons.

When Whitianga electrician, Steve Moore, 
decided it was time to consider retirement, 
the cartoon “sparkie” that became 
synonymous with his branding took a break 
from public view. However, with Steve 
having recently completed the transfer of 
his client base to fellow electrician, Nigel 
Gibbons, the cartoon figure is making a 
comeback. “The cartoon branding worked 
very well for Steve and I’d be silly not to 
continue with it,” says Nigel.

Steve arrived in Mercury Bay almost 30 
years ago. He was at that time working as 
an electrician in Australia, but one holiday 
in Whitianga and he was hooked. “I didn’t 
have a job in Whitianga, but my family 
and I packed up everything and took a leap 
of faith,” he says. “I initially did all sorts 
of jobs, from bar manager and breakfast 
cook to helping with the manufacturing of 
concrete water tanks. That was followed by 
three years as a deck hand on some of the 
commercial fishing boats that operated out 
of Whitianga.

“It was on one of the boats that I met an 
electrician who looked after the electrical 
work of all the Pak ‘n Save and New World 
stores between Gisborne and Kaitaia.  
He offered me a job and for eight years I 
was on the road every week, only spending 
time at home over weekends.”

Tired of being away from Mercury Bay 

so much, Steve started working for a local 
electrician but became a victim of the 
Global Financial Crisis in 2007. “There 
just wasn’t enough work and I was let go,” 
he says. “Surprisingly though, my phone 
started ringing with customers asking me 
to help them out. That got me thinking 
and in 2008 I took another leap of faith, 
branching out on my own. It wasn’t easy 
but my workload continued to grow and 
after three years I’ve had enough work to 
keep me busy five days a week.”

Steve heard through word of mouth 
that Nigel, who has owned a property 
in Whitianga for the past 20 years, was 
considering a permanent moved to Mercury 
Bay and contacted him to see if he would 
like to take over his client base. “Nigel 
and I hit it off immediately,” says Steve.  
“I have no doubt that my customers are 
really going to enjoy working with him. 
Knowing that my customers will be looked 
after, I can now retire with peace of mind.”

Nigel has worked as an electrician all 
his adult life, both in New Zealand and 
overseas. The past number of years, he was 
mostly based in Drury, south of Auckland. 
“I really like Whitianga,” he says. “I like 
the people, the pace of life and the fishing. 
I look forward to living in the town 
permanently.”

In addition to continuing to provide 

excellent service, following Steve’s 
philosophy that no job is ever too small, 
Nigel will be offering a range of additional 
services, including the installation of heat 
pumps and security systems. “I’m prepared 
to do any type of electrical work and look 

forward to working with builders and 
housing companies also,” he says. “Steve’s 
cartoon figure was synonymous with 
reliable service and going forward, that’s 
most certainly the way things are going  
to stay.”
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Classifieds and Public Notices
DEATH NOTICES

$260 per week. Includes power and 
internet. Must be working and tidy. 

Call Dave on 021 258 4220.

FLATMATE WANTED FOUND

Fishing roD FounD in Tairua
Phone Peter on (027) 489 4205  

if it may be yours.

Catherine’s Column
By Catherine Delahunty - Coromandel Peninsula resident and former Green Party MP

BYETT, James Thomas Frederick (Ginger)
Late of Mercury Bay Marina. Died suddenly on Sunday, 3 April 2022, aged 91 years.  

Eldest son of the late George and Netty Byett of Glen Afton.  
A private cremation will be held.

POWELL, Dolly Florence
Peacefully in her sleep on Saturday 26th March 2022, aged 76 years.  
Wife of the late Ray Powell and beloved mother of Kim (deceased).

As per Dolly’s wishes, a private cremation has been held.  
A gathering of family and friends is planned for Saturday 23rd April  

at 28 Moewai Park Road, Whitianga at 11.30am, followed by interment  
to rest with her family at the Mercury Bay Cemetery, Ferry Landing.

TWENTYMANS

It has been a very sad time for some of 
us this month with the death of one of 
our greatest citizens and visionaries, 
Dr Moana Jackson. Moana may not 
be known to you, but he is easy to 
find on the internet talking about how 
this country could be better for all by 
honouring our responsibilities to each 
other as held in Te Tiriti o Waitangi.
Moana Jackson is the person who 
said, “Treaties are not settled, they 
are honoured,” clearing away the 
confusion between settling the harm 
done and the reality of a permanent 
dialogue in our country. He was a 
lawyer, teacher and international hero 
to many people for his great work 
with regard to indigenous rights.  
He was also the kindest, gentlest most respectful of men who always put his mokopuna first. 
Those children were his inspiration for the beautiful stories and metaphors he gave us to help 
understand our history and our future. 
The first time I heard Moana speak in public, he talked about all cultures being based on their 
foundations. Like a building they rely on those foundations to hold them up. He described how 
language is a critical foundation, and land and laws, beliefs, health systems and education.  
He pointed out that the foundations of his culture had been attacked and damaged since the 
1800s, but how rebuilding of those foundations was underway. He asked us to consider our role 
with regard to this process and think about our own cultural foundations and how we would work 
to protect them if, for example, our right to speak our own language was attacked. 
This was only one of many presentations I was lucky to hear. One of my favourites is Moana’s 
speech called “Once were gardeners”, which challenged the racist myth that his people had 
“warrior” DNA. A short read of my English and Irish history indicates we seem to have tendencies 
towards 100-year wars and inter-tribal violence, but I am with Moana. Humans do not just fight, 
we live in peace whenever we can. The war in Europe is terrible as are all the others on the 
planet and none of it is essential. Patriarchy is an old-fashioned word. It means power over others.  
As long as we live by power over others, there will never be peace. 
Moana was so loved because he truly respected women, children, disabled people rights,  
gay rights and trans rights. He never had to raise his voice and shout, but we who knew him learned 
from his every speech. He had an international role helping the peace process in Bougainville 
and at the united Nations’ indigenous rights struggles, but his work in our criminally bad justice 
system over many years had been painfully outstanding for this country. 
For me personally, Moana’s loss is of a generous, kind guide in the fraught world of anti-racism 
and Te Tiriti politics, and the world feels empty. I am one of many who had access to his wisdom.
I urge you to watch the speeches of this outstanding visionary who helped create a new way for us 
to live together - it’s called “Matike Mai”. Jump out of your comfort zone and see what you think. 
I have met and known a true visionary. Moana was from Ngāti Kahungunu/Ngāti Porou, he was 
good to all people and his strength was in his ability to teach us that we must honour Te Tiriti and 
make justice happen through acts of imagination, not acts of indifference or despair. 
Moe mai e te rangatira.
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SITUATIONS vACANT

Classifieds and Public Notices
Kiwifruit picking work at Coroglen. Immediate start. Weather dependent.  

$22.75+hp per hour. Must be physically fit and reliable. 
Call Jen 021 127 9174.

Community ConneCtor 
15 Month Fixed-terM ContraCt

The Community Connector service is a project identified by the Ministry of Social 
Development to provide support to individuals, families and whanau to recover from 
Covid -19 challenges. 
As part of getting back into employment or other activities, some people may need to 
interact with multiple government agencies and social service providers, but may not 
have the knowledge or confidence to do so. The role of the community connector will be 
to provide connections and direct support to people so they can access information and 
services in the Mercury Bay area. 
The ideal person for this role will: 
• Have a good working knowledge of the government departments and social service 

agencies that provide services in the wider Mercury Bay area.
• Be able to access online services on behalf of people and make appointments with 

service providers. 
• Be a good networker and be able to build good working relationships with clients and 

professionals in the area.
• Be able to collaborate with a wide range of agencies to carry out a mapping 

exercise of services available, and co-ordinate regular meetings of government and 
community agencies. 

• Formulate achievable support plans to address needs. 
• Hold a social work qualification and can show demonstrated experience in a social 

work context. 
• Be able to work as a member of the Whitianga Social Services team with a good 

knowledge of the services provided by this agency. An induction will be provided. 
• A clear Police record. 
This is a fixed term contract of 15 months and 37.5 hours each week.  
For a full job description and/or an application please contact Peter Van der Putten -  
email peter.p@wcst.org.nz. 
Closing date thursday, 14 april 2022.

osCar assistant suPerVisor
If you enjoy working with children aged 5 - 13, then this may be the job for you. 
The Oscar after school programme runs Monday to Friday 3:00pm to 5:30pm after school 
and during the school term breaks Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm. 
This role is to support the Oscar team leader to supervise children enrolled in the after 
school and holiday programmes. 
Experience or a qualification working with children is desirable, but not essential. 
The key objectives of the role are: 
• To interact with children/young people to promote the development of personal 

skills and self-esteem, and enhance social interaction. 
• To ensure programme activities are relaxed and safe, and in a supportive 

environment. 
• To ensure that the children and young people gain positive outcomes. 
• To be able to communicate with the WCST team and parents of the children enrolled  

in the programmes. 
Must have a full driver’s license and the ability to legally work in New Zealand. 
For a full job description please contact Peter Van der Putten - peter.p@wcst.org.nz.
applications close thursday, 14 april 2022.

FaGans FLoorinG xtra
Part tiMe saLes/CustoMer serViCe Position

We are looking for a permanent part-time sales/customer service person for our Whitianga 
store, 25 hours per week and 1 x Saturday morning every 3 weeks.
Experience in drapes, blinds, flooring or interior design is an advantage, but not essential as full 
training can be provided for the right person.
Please send your CV to doug.robertson@flooringxtra.co.nz.

SITUATIONS vACANT

We are LookinG For a MotiVated, PhysiCaLLy Fit 
indiViduaL to join our FriendLy teaM at MerCury 

Bay Garden Centre and LandsCaPe suPPLies 
If you are well presented, have a strong customer  

focus and hold a current clean New Zealand Class 2 driver’s 
licence, and are capable of heavy lifting and  

working in a team environment, we may have a full time position for you. 
This role involves deliveries, loading vehicles and general daily duties. 

Although not essential, those with horticulture knowledge  
and/or experience will be considered first. 

Please apply via email onLy to mbgardencentre@gmail.com.
applications close at 5:00pm on sunday, 10 april.

Junior Labourer wanted to Join our team based in whitianga
For concreting, grinding and cutting role. Training will be provided.
Opportunity to grow in a thriving industry. Must be willing to learn, quick to respond, 
physically fit and able. Own transport and licence required.
inquiries to Carla on 027 229 0319 or email info@concreteworx.co.nz.

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula

oPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.

aPPLiCations noW inVited:
MusseL oPeners

• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently being 

paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.

at oPC our people are our most valuable resource.  
oPC operates a WorkWell programme where your wellbeing matters. 

oPC offers an eaP programme to assist you with  
any issues requiring specialist advice.

Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.
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HOLISTIC HEALTH

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR 
TAROT CARD READINGS

SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT

VERNA (027) 320 0079 
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times  
please visit our website

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

Classifieds and Public Notices

DOG GROOMING

CoromandeL garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and

full maintenance and repair service.
Phone don mcLean 022 453 2188

email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz 

RubbIsh RemovAl 
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying, Public & Private,  

1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.  

Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348

davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz

CHURCH SERvICES

(021) 781 081

FireWood For saLe
tea tree $200/load, delivered.

Phone (07) 866 3026  
or text (027) 866 3026 

FOR SALE

TO LET

STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
COnTAinER iT SElf STORAGE, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.  
Ph: 0800 944 660

WORK WANTED

house WAshING
House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway, 
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen 

clean and treatment, exterior window 
cleaning or general waterblasting,  
100m hose so access no problem. 

Cover the whole peninsula. 
Phone 0800 747 787  

or Andy direct 027 313 4386

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA
Presbyterian/Methodist Church

Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP  
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.

Come join us.  
Families are welcome.

Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

aLL house and ProPertY  
rePairs and maintenanCe
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040

All welcome   
WhiTianga sDa FelloWship

First Saturday of every month  
@ 10am, at the Town Hall

Contact Tony on 022 354 4069  
or Jan on 027 248 2984 

WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICES

FIReWooD 
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered

Phone 027 594 2155

MIKE’S MOWING
$25 empty sections,  

fortnightly or monthly mowing.  
Free edge spraying.

Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678  
or 027 320 1703 ChImNeY sWeeP 

From Tairua to Colville.  
30 years ser vicing all areas. 

Fully vaccinated.
Phone Chris 021 082 47928

meRCuRY bAY AeRo Club  
ANNuAl GeNeRAl meeTING 

To be held at the Clubrooms 
Sunday, 1 May 2022 at 2:00pm.

sMall CaraVan  
For TeMporarY sleepouT use

Phone 07 866 3240

FireWooD For sale 
Dry pine, shed stored. 

$120/cube, free delivery.
phone rob 027 247 7410

Mercury Bay Spouting
For all types of guttering  

and spouting
Tony  021 505 109

VehiCles WanTeD 
Top cash paid for any  

VANS, UTES, TRUCKS,  
4X4s, CARS - dead or alive,  

damaged, de-registered,  
mechanical problem,  
no WOF - we buy it. 
Call 0800 333 398

WORK WANTED

6 x 4 TRAIleR
Reasonable condition.
Phone 07 866 0543
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Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Sport Results

MERCuRy BAy GOLF & COuNTRy CLuB
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Post-coring 
Stableford - Saturday, 2 April
Results: 1 Mark Jack (Pukekohe) 48, 2 Muzz Bennett 43, 
3 Jeff Dixon 43. 
Best Gross: Steve Geach, Eagle: Neal Robinson (#8),  
Twos: Mark Parrant, Mark Jack and Graham Eccles.
PuRANGI GOLF & COuNTRy CLuB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies G Free Trophy Putts - 
Tuesday, 29 March
Results: 1 Equal Wayne Morrison, Dick Hawke, Chris Ellett 
and Neil Gollan.
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Net - Thursday 31 March
Results: 1 Wayne Morrison, 2 Equal Dick Hawke and John 
Hughes.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies BuildLink Cooks 
Beach Monthly Medal Net - Saturday, 2 April
Results: 1 Kevin Milroy 68, 2 Bob Walker 73, 3 David Young 
73, 4 Al Sims 74.
4BBB : Grant Webster and Kevin Milroy 63, Best Gross: Tim 
Bartlett 80, Nearest the Pin: Tim Bartlett, Twos/Net Eagles: 
Al Sims.
THE DuNES MATARANGI GOLF CLuB
Eighteen-hole Men Tony Cotton Memorial Shootout 
Qualifier Net - Wednesday, 30 March 
Results: 1 Glenn Le Lievre 71, 2 Tony De Coek 72, 3 Garry 
Perry 72.
Twos: Chris Palmer, Nearest the Pin (#18): Gary Bancroft.
Ivan Adams Fundraiser Tournament - 
Saturday, 2 April
The tournament was held in perfect conditions to raise 
funds for top junior golfer, Ivan Adams, to help finance his 
trip to the USA in July to represent New Zealand in his age 
group at three junior events. 
With well over 100 players entered into the two-person 
ambrose competition, and generous donations from 
friends, sponsors and the local community, together with 
an auction of gifted products, the amount raised exceeded 
$40,000. This will hopefully allow not only Ivan’s father, 
Brad, to travel with and support Ivan, but also other family 
members to join him during his time competing in the 
junior events. 
The Dunes wishes Ivan all the best in his endeavours.
MERCuRy BAy CLuB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 30 March
Best of three frames. 
Ten players. Peter Schultz, Peter Challis and Willie Jones 

progressed to the finals with two straight wins each. Willie 
won the alley drawn bye, leaving the two Peters to battle 
it out in the semi-final frame. A close match saw reigning 
club champion, Peter Schultz, take the win. The final 
between Peter and Willie was another close match, but 
Peter was once again too good and took home the $25 
grocery voucher. Willie Jones (runner-up) finished the day 
with two wins and a bye, and those with two wins were 
Peter Challis, Phil Jones, Ian Baumgren and Brian Codyre.
Saturday, 2 March
Best of three frames. 
Eight players. Only Peter Schultz and Doug Pascoe achieved 
two straight wins to battle out the final third frame. And 
what a close match this was with Doug triumphing over 
club champion, Peter. Those with two straight wins were 
Peter Schultz (runner-up), Ian Baumgren and Bob Haase. 
Peter took home the high break pool with 25.
MERCuRy BAy INDOOR BOWLING CLuB
Thursday, 31 March
Winners: Trevor Knight, Wayne Fisher and Bev McAllister.
Runners-up: Ray Rout, Merle Ward, Shirley Marshall and 
Glynne Jackson.
Good Sports: Keith Denney, Cheryl Henderson and  
Pat Fisher.
MERCuRy BAy CONTRACT BRIDGE CLuB
March Competition Round 4 - Wednesday, 30 March
Results: 1 Augusta Canegallo and Tadek Gowar 61.25,  
2 Jenny Layton and Alison Tichbon 60.00,  3 Don Barry 
and Robyn Hogg 57.5.
Summer 2 Competition Round 3 - Thursday, 31 March
North/South: 1 Pat Doube and Geoff Jervis 84.
East/West: 1 Amy Hyde and Ischelle Stevenson 59.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLuB
Paku Pairs Week 1 - Tuesday, 29 March
North/South: 1 Don Barry and Robyn Hogg 60.00, 2 Alison 
Tichbon and Peter Hogg 52.00, 3 Bev Dickie and Sue  
Gill 48.67.
East/West: 1 Angela Butterworth and Vivienne Leigh 
64.17, 2 Frank Geoghegan and Phillippa Hall 58.33,  
3 Denise Knutson and Ann Scott 45.83.
TAIRuA BRIDGE CLuB
Monday, 28 March
North/South: 1 Chris Death and Peter McNeil 65.28,  
2 Dave Dylla and Lynnette Flowers 63.19.
East/West: 1 Nolene Kirkpatrick and Celia Young 70.83,  
2 Jo Feasey and Johanna Bonnar 50.69.

Junior golfer and Mercury Bay resident, Ivan Adams, will be representing New Zealand  
at several tournaments in the uSA in July this year. 




