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You shouldn’t judge a man by
his beard alone
By Jack Biddle

There is a saying that goes “It’s nice to receive,
but even better to give”, which is the motto
Whitianga local, John (“ZeeZee”) Wootton,
had lived by his entire working life.
As a past member of both the Cooks Beach
and Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigades which he
served for just on 27 years, John certainly knows
all about the giving part of life, particularly
when it involved being a first responder at crash
sites where human life can hang by a thread at
times. But when he himself became trapped
under the front end of a motorhome after coming
off his motorbike recently, it was role reversal
and he had to rely on a number of community
volunteer services to help save him in what was
potentially a life-threatening situation.
“What started out as a brilliant day for a ride
with my mates from our local Peninsula Riderz
group quickly turned sour only a few kilometres
later as we were headed towards Tairua,” says
John. “Basically what happened was that I came
in contact with a vehicle that was pulling out
of the passing lane at the top of the Tairua Hill
heading south, which in turn pushed me across
the centre line and virtually straight into an
oncoming motorhome.
“I can’t recall too much, but I do remember
lying trapped underneath the motorhome
and hearing the siren going off in Tairua and
thinking my mates are on their way to assess
the damage and help rescue me. While I stayed
conscious for a while, my next clearest memory
was waking up in Waikato hospital suffering
from a busted shoulder, several broken ribs as
well as broken bones in one foot. I can’t even
remember being placed in the rescue helicopter
and being flown to hospital.”
Following the accident, John would go on
to spend two weeks in hospital before being
discharged to carry on with his rehabilitation
and recovery at home.
“I am very grateful to all those emergency
services involved in my rescue, in particular
the volunteers who arrived at the scene of
the accident so quickly, took control of the
situation, worked out how to get me out from
under the motorhome without incurring too
much further damage and then taking care of

Whitianga local, John (“ZeeZee”) Wootton, is grateful to all those who came to his rescue after he
became trapped under the front end of a motorhome on the Tairua Hill recently.
me while waiting for the rescue helicopter,”
says John. “I would also like to thank the
unknown doctor and nurse who just happened to
be in separate vehicles held up by the accident
and who assisted at the scene.”
John says that whenever he attended a
similar scene as a volunteer first responder,
he was always quick to tell the injured he was
there to help rescue them and to try and stay
calm. “Hearing similar words from those first
responders attending my accident was very
comforting and reassuring, which makes me
think back to my time as a volunteer and how
much it would have meant to those caught up
in a similar predicament,” he says. “Simple
reassuring words mean so much when you can
only think the worst, but hope for the best.”
Those who know John well would say he
is not a man to go looking for pity and his
reason for talking publicly about his accident is
certainly not about him. It’s all about thanking
those who helped him in his time of need and
who continue to support him through ongoing

tough times.
“I have been humbled by the amount of help
I have received from the community in general,
but the Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade in
particular who have provided much appreciated
meals and unbelievable help and ongoing
support,” says John.
On first impressions, John comes across
as someone who is more than a little rough
around the edges, and he makes no excuses for
his somewhat rugged appearance and manner.
The fact that he hadn’t visited a hairdresser or
had a beard trim for many years, instead relying
on natural attrition to help keep the growth to a
minimum, only adds to his disguise of coming
across as a rough diamond that could certainly
do with a good polish.
The nickname “ZeeZee” comes from John’s
love of the American rock band ZZ Top, a group
dating back over 50 years with some members
exhibiting similar appearances, especially when
it comes to facial hair. Even John’s business,
Zee Zee Topz Fencing, and the personalised

number plate on his ute stem from his love of
the band.
During his 30 odd years living in Mercury
Bay, John had never stopped giving back to the
community in one way or another. He started out
as a shepherd working on a property in Cooks
Beach and was soon part of the local volunteer
fire brigade before moving to Whitianga
and continuing to serve the community as a
member of the fire service. And on the living
room wall of his house is a framed certificate of
appreciation from the New Zealand Coastguard
in recognition of his 14 years of service to
them. When questioned on that, he simply said,
“Oh yeah I did that as well”.
John is certainly a man who lives by his own
rules, but would be the first to put up his hand
to help others in a moment of crisis. To be on
the receiving end when things got tough is a
small payback for the many years he had given
to the community as an unpaid volunteer and
goes to show, you shouldn’t judge a man by his
beard alone.
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Standout “backlight ” image Photograpic Club’s
themed challenge winner
Backlight was the Whitianga Photographic Club’s themed challenge for March. “In photography,
backlighting emphasises the depth behind the subject and gives an image a greater sense of place,”
says Kate Beauchamp, one of the club administrators. “It can also produce some creative lens flare and
star burst effects as this month’s winning image demonstrates.”
“Little Fairy Soaking up the Sun” (on the right) by Wendy Pemberton was voted the winning image by
the club members. “The perfect placement of the star burst behind the fairy, soft colours and the dreamy
bokeh - the out-of-focus points of light in the background - made this image stand out as the clear
winner,” says Kate.
Second place went to Kate and Anita Ruggle-Lussy finished third.
The club’s Photo of the Month challenge was won by Anita Ruggle-Lussy. Shooting a different perspective
of a spiral staircase created the abstract image below. “The composition draws the eye in, and the image
is full of light and interesting shapes,” says Kate. “The staircase was built between 1602 and 1606 and
was captured while Anita was on holiday in Lucerne.”
Shannon Molloy took out second place and Sean King came third.
“We are attempting something a little different for our April Challenge,” says Kate. “The challenge will be
to create a magazine cover or page, complete with graphics and text. It can be any subject, so I’m looking
forward to seeing what everyone comes up with.”
The Whitianga Photographic Club has a public Facebook page showcasing the work and achievements
of their members. Anyone keen to join the club can email the admin team at whitiangaphoto@gmail.com.

What’s happening in the night sky?
Tuesday, 12 April to Wednesday, 20 April: This is a busy and crowded week for the International Space Station (ISS) as it now has a record 11 astronauts
on board, including four private astronauts launched last week by SpaceX, instead of its normal crew of six. There will be several good chances to see
the ISS both in the early morning and evening. Saturn, Mars, brilliant Venus and Jupiter make a pretty lineup in the dawn sky with bright Jupiter nearest
to the horizon. Tuesday, 12 April: A bright but very early ISS pass this morning from 4:43am when it pops out of the Earth’s shadow just above the four
lined-up planets. Wednesday, 13 April: A brief ISS pass from 5:30am low in the NW. Sunday, 17 April: A bright evening ISS pass tonight from 6:53pm
in the NE passing just below Gemini’s two heads. Monday, 18 April: The four planets form a remarkable lineup all equally spaced apart in the dawn sky.
The ISS makes a pass tonight from 7:42pm in the west before disappearing into the Earth’s shadow. The four private astronauts will return home today.
Tuesday, 19 April: A very bright ISS pass tonight from 6:53pm in the NW passing through Orion and ending right next to Alpha Centauri, the closest star
to us apart from the Sun. Wednesday, 20 April: Venus continues its rapid trip towards the Sun and breaks up the even spacing between the four planets
in the dawn. Another ISS pass tonight from 7:43pm low in the west.

Whitianga and Hot Water Beach tides

Night sky information
provided and sponsored by

Astronomy Tours and B&B
Phone (07) 866 5343
www.stargazersbb.com

Tides data sponsored by

nzwindows.co.nz
4 Dakota Drive
Whitianga
Tel 07 869 5990
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Something for everyone at
Easter Fundraising Market
There will be something for everyone at The Mercury Bay Lions’ Easter Fundraising Market on
Easter Saturday (16 April) where a vast selection of new and preloved handbags, scarves, hats
and jewellery will be up for grabs.
The market will be held from 9:00am to 1:30pm at the The Health Factory building at 18 Coghill
Street, Whitianga, next to The Monkey House Theatre.
Sue Barnes, president of the Mercury Bay Lions (formerly known as the Mercury Bay Lionesses),
says that they have received some incredibly generous donations from several businesses and
individuals, including a genuine leather handbag filled with Elizabeth Arden products that will
be sold to the person making the best offer. Along with items being auctioned off, other pieces
will have a set price or will be included in a raffle prize. Raffle tickets will be available to
purchase at the market.
Many of the donations were acquired for a fashion parade fundraiser that unfortunately had
to be cancelled due to COVID-19, hence the Mercury Bay Lions choosing to host a “fashion
focused” market.
As always, the funds raised will be invested back into the community. “The proceeds of the
market will go towards a community project or group that are in need of financial support,”
says Sue. “We are thrilled to be able to hold this Easter Fundraising Market, especially after
the cancellation of our fashion parade. It’s definitely worth stopping by and checking out the
gorgeous pieces we will have on offer. We have a few exciting giveaways on the day as well as
a little surprise with each sale. I hope to see everyone there!”
Pictured are some of the Lions who are helping to organise the market. From the left:
Jennifer Dixon, Marion Frechtling, Sue Barnes, Marg Kilmister and Nicola Hewlett.
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Whitianga book
exchange launched

In the belief that books can be just as much fun as toys, the Whitianga Toy Library team have
recently launched a book exchange cupboard outside the library’s premises at the Whitianga
Social Services building on Cook Drive.
Free for people of all ages to grab a book and drop one off, the book exchange is available
24/7. Painted with enticing colours and Dr Suess quotes by local artist, Sarah Nicholson,
toy librarians Krissy Robinson, Jess Khouri and Liz Klagsbrun hope the book exchange cupboard
will encourage children as well as adults to grow and share a love of reading.
“Books are a great form of escapism as they open up a whole new world up within their pages,”
says Jess. “Reading is meditative and is a good part of the learning journey. We believe kids
need to choose for themselves which book they want to read because how else can someone
learn to love to read when it’s about something they’re not interested in?
“We recommend adults get involved with the book exchange also, as us older people can reap
the benefits too. Due to the mixture of books that will be in the cupboard, it is up to the parents
to monitor what their child chooses. I’m looking forward to exchanging stories and books with
the community.”
The book exchange was made possible with the generous support of Guthrie Bowron donating
paint supplies and Wild Wood Mini Golf providing the cupboard.
Pictured is Guri Klagsbrun, already a fan of the book exchange, at the cupboard.
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Letters to the Editor

See page 20 for our requirements with regard to letters and contributions

Dear Editor - “Message in a bottle”
As Anzac Day approaches and prompted by
Jonathan and Annabelle Kline’s “Message in
a bottle” article in The Informer of 29 March,
I thought I would pass on my Dad's “Message
in a Bottle” story.
In 1940, Dad along with thousands of other
young volunteer soldiers was aboard the then
troop ship carrier, the Queen Mary, on their
way to the UK, in preparation to being sent to
the Middle East, Greece and Crete.
On their way to the UK, the convoy had
a stopover in Cape Town and shore leave
was granted. In May 1940, on leaving
South Africa and heading in a northwesterly
direction, Dad decided to send a message in
a bottle back to his mother in New Zealand,
thrown overboard from the Queen Mary into
the Atlantic Ocean.
In 1942, two years later, the bottle was
unbelievably found by a fisherman on the
west coast of Madagascar. As the fisherman
did not speak English, he took the bottle
and contents to the only English-speaking
person he knew of, a journey of nearly a
hundred miles. This person was an American
Catholic priest who had lived on the West
Coast of Madagascar for 15 years doing
missionary work.
At that stage, the British did not occupy
Madagascar and the priest held on to the
letter until it was safe for him to forward it on.
By January 1943, the British had established
themselves on the Madagascan coast and the
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priest (who’s name I could not decipher) was
able to send the letter, along with a letter of
his own, onto my grandmother here in New
Zealand, which much to her delight and
amazement, she received.
Over 80 years later I still have both letters.
Dad served from 1939 to 1946. Lest we
forget.
Larissa Jackman
Whitianga
Dear Editor - Rubbish on the Coromandel
Not too long ago, during a trip to Wanaka,
I absentmindedly popped a beer lid off into
the long grass in a reserve close to my sisterin-law’s house. I was, as I should have been,
severely reprimanded by her and instructed to
pick it up and have some respect.
It turned out that 99.9 percent of the
population in beautiful Wanaka feel the same
sense of pride and responsibility for their
home. Why can’t we, on the Coromandel,
be the same? Drive the Kuaotunu Hill or
any road on the Peninsula for that matter,
walk along Buffalo Beach in Whitianga,
hike through Lovers Rock in Whitianga or
go to the skatepark and see all the rubbish
lying around.
I used to think it got worse around the
holidays, but I think it’s more locals than
anyone else. If someone litters, can we please
start shaming them like my sister shamed me.
It worked pretty well.
Possum Summer
Whitianga
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“Man of Steel” a signature Bike
Mercury Bay ride
By Jack Biddle

The fourth edition of the “Man of Steel” cycle
ride took place on Saturday last week. Since its
inception in 2018 (the 2020 ride was cancelled
due to COVID-19 restrictions), the ride has
well and truly become one of Bike Mercury
Bay’s signature rides.
Whitianga resident, Chris Brown, who was
best mates with the man who the ride is named
in honour of, was thrilled with this year’s
turnout. The ride was also used as a fundraiser
for the Whitianga Cancer Support Trust.
“It’s basically a social ride ridden in
memory of one of our former cycling mates,
the late Kieran McCarten, who passed away
in May 2017 in his early 60s after a short
battle with cancer,” says Chris. “Kieran was
known by many in the local cycling and
business community as the ‘Man of Steel’,
a tag that seemed to fit perfectly due to both
his long established and successful engineering
business in Whitianga and the way he went
about his cycling. Kieran came up well short
on his time spent with us, but the Man of Steel
ride is a fitting way to honour and remember a
true friend and great cycling buddy not just for
me, but for all those who knew and rode with
him. Also, calling the ride the Man of Steel has
generated lots of interest from outside the Bike
Mercury Bay bubble and helped create a very
unique challenge that more and more weekend
warrior cyclists want to be part of.”
The anti-clockwise seal and gravel route
which starts in Whitianga, takes in the four
challenging local hills of the 309 Road, Manaia,
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Kereta and the Tapu-Coroglen, before reaching
the finish at The Coroglen Tavern. The route
is close to 90km in length and involves some
1,500m of climbing.
There was on Saturday also a shorter but no
less challenging out-and-back pedal on offer
which started at The Coroglen Tavern and
headed over to the Thames Coast via the TapuCoroglen Road before riders turned around for
the journey back to Coroglen. This out-andback ride turned out to be perfect for those with
appropriate e-bikes as they could manage the

well-maintained gravel surface and steepness
of the Tapu-Coroglen hill with confidence,
and experience a sense of satisfaction and
achievement at the finish.
Bike Mercury Bay president, Robbie
Stephenson, was also pleased with the way
Saturday’s ride unfolded. “The ride is purely
a personal challenge for cyclists of varying
abilities, as is being part of what is fast
becoming an iconic occasion,” he said. “There
are no entry fees or prizes for winning on offer
and riders are free to start at a time that ensures

they can finish in time to enjoy a well-earned
refreshment and a bite to eat with their fellow
riders at The Coroglen Tavern. The fact that
the majority of the 50 odd riders who took
part in this year’s ride had never met Kieran is
testament to the growing reputation the ride is
gaining outside of the local area. The weather
also played its part. You don’t get much better
days for such a challenging ride and it did
really showcase the wider Coromandel area to
our many visiting riders, most of whom have
promised to return next year.”

Some of the Mercury Bay riders who participated in last Saturday’s Man of Steel cycle ride.
From left to right: John McKenzie, Stu McClatchy, Shelley Osborne, Tony Courtenay, Chis Brown and Steve Harris.
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Some of Gumtown’s men buried in the
Mercury Bay Cemetery
By Meghan Hawkes

William Hayes - more commonly known as
Billy Hauhau - knew something was wrong.
The 65-year-old gum digger had been trying
to help out at Mr Swan’s Hotel at Gumtown,
now known as Coroglen, but half the time
was unable to work. On a Friday in January
1883, he asked a couple of men to take him
in a boat down the river, hoping to get some
medicine or advice.
After a couple of miles he said,
“For [goodness] sake pull, boy pull,” and
then turned on his knees. The men thought
he was sleeping, but after a few minutes they
looked at him and discovered he was dead.
Billy Hauhau had been 30 or 40 years in
New Zealand and had lived mostly with
Māori, never working steadily any length of
time with Europeans. An inquest found that
he had died from natural causes, diagnosed as
supposed heart disease.
Billy was one of many casualties of life
at Gumtown.
Gumtown, around eight miles distant from
Whitianga, had sprung up in 1872 when a
“rush” took place to the kauri gum diggings
there. It was said that a thousand pounds a
week was being paid out for gum and gold
miners abandoned their claims for the more
lucrative product. The area quickly became a
trading station for gum and despite the “town”
itself being a collection of rather indifferent
shanties, gum buyers, men of “large ideas”,
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Bound for the bush - supplies for workers being packed at Gumtown in 1910.
Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections AWNS-1910110326.
were regularly seen driving hard bargains.
By 1874 Gumtown had grown to 20 or
30 houses and stores carrying on a large
trade with the gum diggers. Four to five
miles below the town was Schnappe and
Ansenne’s timber mill on the banks of the
Waiwawa River.
But getting the gum was hard. It was dug
from swamps and the men often could not

earn enough to pay for their food. It was wet
and dirty work, housing was basic and there
was little or no medical treatment. As gum
became less common in the ground, diggers
started collecting it from living tree trunks.
Tree climbers would cut the trees to bleed
them, returning months later for the gum.
As gum diggers grew older, the rigours of
their life took a toll and they had to look for
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other, easier work.
By the 1890s, Gumtown was an established
township with several stores, a butcher,
a saddler and boot maker, a post office and
a blacksmith. There were hotels, boarding
houses and a billiard saloon. Over 200 gum
diggers and dozens of horses packed gum
and provisions in and out of the various
camps. Thousands of tons of kauri gum
were removed and conveyed by ship to the
Auckland markets.
In 1897, 42-year-old Norwegian, Bernard
Nicholson, came into Gumtown with his
mate, Patrick O’Neil. They had been gum
digging in the vicinity of the township and
now Bernard picked up some work helping
at O’Connor’s hotel. Around 3:30 in the
afternoon, the licensee took Bernard into
the cellar to “break down” some whisky
and rum. Mr O’Connor left Bernard to it
before returning 10 to 15 minutes later.
He discovered Bernard quite drunk. He was
put in the tap room. After singing for some
time, Bernard went to sleep about 9:00pm.
Later-on, Mr O’Connor went to take him to
bed and to his horror found him lying dead.
Bernard, attempting to escape the harsh
realities of his life, had died from “excessive
drinking”. Bernard was originally a sailor
from Norway and had lived in New Zealand
for 15 years.
Two years later, John Garvey, an old
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Some of
Gumtown’s men
bushman and gum digger, was brought into
Gumtown from the bush in a dying condition.
He was made as comfortable as possible at
O’Connor’s Hotel, but he passed away the
same evening. An inquest found he died from
natural causes.
John Garvey had had care and compassion
in his last hours, but not everyone was so
lucky. In 1908, Albert White, bush manager
of the Kauri Timber Company, while
stocktaking in the Waiwawa River area,
found the dead body of a man in one of the
unused bush shanties. The man seemed
around 50 years of age, about six feet in
height, and death had apparently taken place
about two months earlier. He, and the reasons
for his lonely death, remained unidentified.
When a bushman was searching near
Gumtown for some straying bullocks in 1913,
he came across the prostrate form of a man,
still grasping in his hand his pipe and matches.
It was William Barber who lived in an area
known as Starvation Bush. A single, middle
aged man, William was well known in the
district. An inquest determined he had been
subject to fits. He was believed to have left
his shanty intending to visit another camp and
had been in the very act of lighting his pipe
when he had a seizure, which proved fatal.
His condition at the time would have been
poorly understood and probably untreated.
Seven years later, another man going
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through the bush at Gumtown came across
a hut that had been destroyed by fire.
Examining the interior, he found the charred
remains of someone in what had been a bunk.
The Police established that the victim was
Alexander Beaton, also known as Roderick
McKay, an elderly gum digger. He lived in a
whare in an isolated part of the district about
seven miles from Gumtown. He was last seen
alive two days previously and appeared to be
in his usual state of health. It was supposed
that the whare caught fire during the night and
the unfortunate man was first suffocated and
then burned to death. The papers called it a
“fearful death in a lonely spot”.
Gum diggers worked in all sorts of weather,
through all sorts of country, both mentally
and physically, and as gum became scarcer,
so did the mental strain which, combined with
the rough life they were compelled to lead,
drove some into a semi state of lunacy. After
a hard day’s struggle to obtain his bit of gum,
the digger returned tired and exhausted to his
humble hovel - a tent, whare, burrow, cave
or even crack in the earth - where he started
work all over again scraping the gum for sale,
if he had been lucky enough to find any.
Billy, Bernard, John, William and
Alexander were all buried in the Mercury Bay
Cemetery at Ferry Landing, the unidentified
gum digger probably was as well.
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Historic ferry up for sale
By Pamela Ferla

A fascinating part of New Zealand’s maritime
history, at the moment resting beside the
Tairua Harbour, is up for sale. The 110-yearold Auckland ferry, SS Ngoiro, was towed
down from Auckland to Tairua’s waterfront
in 1999, where she became a restaurant and
later a residence.
Current owner, Rob Mchardy is thinking
of moving on and is inviting those interested
to make an offer on the vessel. She sits on
974m2 of freehold land, which is included in
the sale. Now Rob’s home, the boat’s unique

features create a cosy atmosphere while
offering wonderful views from her many
windows of the harbour and beyond. There is
plenty of wood panelling and some brass and
kauri also add to the charm. Of course, the
boat has a deck with old-fashioned seating,
said to be kauri, along the side where the
owners and their guests can enjoy the sun or
bracing the sea air.
Novel features include the ever-so-slightly
undulating floor that makes one feel at sea.
“I think this is really a neat part of the Ngoiro’s

character,” smiles Rob. “It’s a unique home
with lots of space and a nice atmosphere.
I love it. But if someone else wants it, at the
right price, that’s OK.”
There is a modern kitchen. A feature that
is sure to please is the bar, which served
ferry passengers so many years ago and still
looks inviting. The boat has been a popular
Tairua restaurant run by local identities,
Jim and Ruth Hope, until 2007 and was then
taken on by Lyn Brown. Rob pointed out that
there are a number of possible uses for the

vessel, but they would require approval from
Thames-Coromandel District Council.
The Ngoiro was previously owned by
lawyer and maritime history enthusiast,
Jim Mason, who was also known as a
developer of Mount Paku. Jim died in 2020.
The vessel was sold to Rob after he had
leased it for several years and he has made
it his home for a total of seven. Rob has a
background in real estate. His cute Malteze/
Shitzu cross dogs, Age and Tzu, enjoy their
maritime home.

Photo left: A group of ferries at Ferry Wharf, Auckland - the paddle steamer “Albatross” in the foreground, Queens Wharf (left) and the Ferry Building (centre background).
SS Ngoiro is the ferry on the far left. Photo courtesy of Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 4-2935. Photo right: SS Ngoiro beside the Tairua Harbour.
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Ferry for sale
In years gone by, the boat was one of a fleet of
ferries that plied the waters of the Waitemata
Harbour before the building of the Auckland
Harbour Bridge. A special feature of this
steam-powered vessel, and a number of other
Auckland ferries of that era, was their doubleended design. This clever innovation avoided
the need to turn around when returning from
their destination and was an advantage dealing
with stiff public transport competition. Each
side of the Ngoiro carried lights for port as
well as starboard. Another feature, which
allowed for double the number of passengers,
was two decks instead of one.
The opening of the Harbour Bridge in
1959 affected the ferry service, but it was
revitalised by the growth of Auckland’s
North Shore.
SS Ngoiro was built at Charles Bailey
Junior’s boatyard and slipped into the water
for the first time at St Mary’s Bay in 1913.
Handling her was said to be a challenge,
for this handsome slim-lined vessel was
powerful and fast. She was easily recognised
by her straight bows and distinctive tall
funnel. She was assigned to the St Heliers
Bay route. Her first trip was in February 1914,
taking passengers to Orakei, Kohimarama
and back to St Heliers. This was a challenging
run requiring strict attention by the master
because of shallow waters and rocks.
The following year a bus service started
from St Heliers to Remuera and as this
expanded,
the
Ngoiro’s
importance
receded. Her last sailing from St Heliers to
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Auckland was in November 1924 and it was
a nostalgic affair for her loyal passengers.
However, the boat was then called upon as
a relief vessel from time to time and also did
trips to Rangitoto up until the late 1930s.
She also sailed weekend excursions to Matiatia
from 1943.
SS Ngoiro was for a while acting as a relief
boat for the Waiheke service. She ended her
maritime career in May 1959. Ten years later,
much of her machinery had become scrap and
her splendid funnel had been removed.
The vessel took on a new purpose in
1983 when she was moored at the Auckland
waterfront. She was transformed into a
maritime museum and Auckland’s first
floating restaurant. It was the staging of the
2000 America’s Cup that was the catalyst
for her removal from Auckland, as the event
organisers wanted her gone.
Local residents may recall the stirring sight
when the Ngoiro was towed along the coast,
across Tairua’s notorious bar and into the
harbour in March 1999, to rest beside a new
waterfront. Here she was destined to become
a restaurant and then a home.
Tairua resident and historian, Anne
Stewart Ball, recalls her mother, Helen
Stewart, waiting excitedly by the beach to
welcome the vessel’s arrival. Helen had
been an enthusiastic passenger in the days
when the Ngoiro ferried passengers across
the Waitemata Harbour.
Now the grand old Ngoiro awaits her
next adventure.
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Health shuttle service clocks
up 30,000km in the first year
A contribution by St John New Zealand
Whitianga resident, Tina, describes herself as
a “frequent flyer” on St John’s Mercury Bay
health shuttle.
Tina has used the service multiple
times over the last year to access hospital
appointments. She says, “Having the shuttle
here is a huge relief emotionally, financially
and time wise. It takes a load off my family
and gives me independence.”
St John’s health shuttle is a national
service that assists people across Aotearoa
to access essential health care. In the
Hauraki-Coromandel area, St John has
health shuttles operating from Thames,
Paeroa, Waihi, Whangamatā and since early
2021, Whitianga.
The local service was set up by the St John
Mercury Bay Area Committee. The service
is made possible through a team of volunteer
drivers who often make a full-day journey
to connect people to health care services
across the Waikato region. One year on from
the launch of St John’s Mercury Bay health
shuttle, the team has grown to 11 dedicated,
trained drivers who have collectively driven
over 30,000 kilometres and contributed 1,000
hours of volunteer time to their communities.
Alan has been a volunteer driver with the
St John Mercury Bay health shuttle service
since it started. “It’s really rewarding to see
the smile on people’s faces when they get

home, an enjoyable drive after what may
have been a stressful day,” he says.
The majority of the Mercury Bay health
shuttle trips are to Thames and Waikato
Hospitals, but it can also go to other locations
for health-related appointments as needed.
The vehicle is fitted with a hoist, making it
wheelchair accessible.
The service is koha based and relies
on funding from the Whitianga St John
Opportunity Shop, donations, and ACC
and District Health Board National Travel
Assistance contributions.
St John Mercury Bay Area Committee chair
Richard Vetter says the service is making a
difference for people in the community in
meeting their health needs. “We’re really
pleased with how it’s going,” he says.
“The service is well known within the
community and is being used by people of
all ages. In the last year we’ve helped over
200 people in our community to access
important health care appointments that they
might otherwise have struggled to get to.
We’ve got a great group of dedicated drivers
and we really feel like we’re going from
strength to strength.”
The health shuttle is available for everyone
in the community to use. To book the
service or to find out more, please phone
0800 934 287.

Some of the St John Mercury Bay health shuttle drivers.
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Moehau monitoring reveals
kiwi protection success
A contribution by the Department of Conservation
Two decades of sustained predator control has seen heartening growth of the kiwi population at the
northern Coromandel’s Mt Moehau.
Moehau is an 892m high mountain and the highest peak on the Coromandel Peninsula. It is significant to
mana whenua as a final resting place for chiefs and is a known habitat for the Coromandel brown kiwi.
The Department of Conservation’s Coromandel operations manager, Nick Kelly, says Moehau has
been the focus of more than 20 years of predator trapping by both DOC and community conservation
organisation, Moehau Environment Group (MEG). Trapping has been supplemented with periodic aerial
1080 operations run by DOC to control possums - operations which also kill resident stoats that avoid
going into traps.
“We’ve got some very encouraging initial results in from monitoring undertaken between July and
October 2021,” Nick says. “Monitoring was undertaken at 78 different sites, with two hours spent at
each site over three different nights. Of those 78 sites, 76 of them were also part of surveys in 2000 and
2009.”
The results show 489 kiwi were detected in the monitoring on and around Moehau - up from 131
detected birds in 2000 (when monitoring began) and 264 birds in 2009. In the 2021 count, 325 birds were
male and 164 were female. This apparent imbalance in gender ratio is not too surprising given males
call more often than females and so most of these males probably have a partner.
Male kiwi have a distinctly different call tone to females - a more high-pitched call - which is how the
listener can determine the gender of the birds they’re hearing.
The monitoring also showed kiwi detected at 99 percent of the monitoring points rather than the 65
percent in 2000 - good evidence the population around the mountain is expanding, Nick says.
Monitoring was undertaken by experienced kiwi monitoring professional, Paddy Stewart of Red Admiral
Ecology, and his colleagues, who identified the location and distance of the birds from widely spaced
monitoring points in a plotted area.
Human listeners record information about each kiwi call heard, with the information analysed at a
later date. The human ear is considered better at detecting kiwi calls than on automated recording
devices and a person can also work out the direction the calls are coming from and hence the number
of different individuals – something automated recorders cannot yet do.
“What we’re seeing here is how continued control and suppression of predators like possums and stoats
can help our taonga species,” Nick says. “More than 20 years of hard work protecting the Coromandel
brown kiwi is paying off with more birds in the bush.”
Moehau Environment Group chair, Letticia Williams, welcomed the news of a growing population of kiwi
around Moehau. “This is an excellent result and it reflects the consistent effort put in by volunteers,
landowners and trappers,” she says. “The increase in kiwi numbers is huge reward for all those ‘hard
yards’ that are put in month in and month out. It’s well worth celebrating.”
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Whitianga Lions Art Expo the bigger the better
By Francesca Dowling

Following the success of their inaugural Art
Expo last year, the Whitianga Lions are this
year organising another stunning exhibition
of local art over Queen’s Birthday Weekend
(3 to 6 June) in the Whitianga Town Hall.
Originally spawned from the desire to
help a worthy cause in the community,
the idea of hosting an art expo also came
about by equally wanting to help local artists
selling more of their works.
The Whitianga MenzShed was chosen to be
the recipient of the funds raised at last year’s
exhibition. The funds were raised through the
Lions receiving a commission from each of
the artworks sold during the expo.
“The Art Expo was hugely popular last
year,” says Whitianga Lions member,
Ian Robbie. “Three-hundred pieces of art
were entered into the expo and over half
were sold. We were able to raise a significant
amount towards the MenzShed and the artists
benefitted significantly as well.”
This year, the Whitianga Lions will be
directing the funds raised at the Art Expo
towards the Mercury Bay Community
Swimming Pool Trust’s project to purchase a
water heating system for the community pool
at Mercury Bay Area School.
Pool trustee, Candice Van De Ven, says
that the pool is at the moment only open from
Labour Weekend to Easter Weekend as the
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water is too cold during winter and parts of
autumn and spring, but they are working on
changing this. “We are in the middle of raising
the funds to install a heat pump to keep the
pool warm enough to use throughout winter

or at least 10 months of the year,” she says.
“The Mercury Bay Community Swimming
Pool Trust is very thankful for the Whitianga
Lions jumping on board to help us out along
with organisations such as the Hot Water

Whitianga Lions (from the left) Ian Robbie, Jeanette Russell, Cathy Lines
and Derek Lines with Candice Van de Ven (on the right),
a trustee of the Mercury Bay Community Swimming Pool Trust.
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Beach lifeguards, Mercury Bay Area School
and the Mercury Bay Swimming Club.”
This year’s Whitianga Lions Art Expo will
be formally opened during the evening of
Friday, 3 June with drinks and nibbles being
served while the guests view and consider
which of the art they would like to purchase.
The artworks can also be viewed and
purchased on Saturday, 4 June and Sunday,
5 June from 10:00am to 4:00pm, and Monday,
6 June from 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Ian says all types of art will be exhibited,
not just paintings. “Photography, pottery,
quilting, prints, anything that is perceived
as art is welcome,” he says. “We are even
having the MenzShed setting up a stall full
of their woodwork as a continuation of them
supporting the community.
“This is a great opportunity for all kinds of
artists to come along and promote themselves.
Many of the artists who participated in last
year’s expo have already expressed interest
in coming back again, so I highly encourage
new artists to get in touch with us for an
opportunity to exhibit what they have to
sell. The more the merrier and the bigger
the better.”
Artists interested in participating in the
year’s expo can contact the Whitianga Lions
at email whitiangalions@gmail.com or phone
(021) 114 1709.
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Rescue Helicopter Update
Missions flown by the Auckland and Coromandel Westpac Rescue Helicopters on the Coromandel
Peninsula during March 2022
01.03.2022 Whitianga - Whitianga crew tasked to assist a local female patient in her 80s suffering a medical complaint.
Unfortunately, the patient died.
01.03.2022 Whitianga - Whitianga crew tasked to assist a local female patient in her 70s suffering a medical complaint.
She was flown to Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
01.03.2022 Kuaotunu - Whitianga crew tasked to Kuaotunu to assist a male patient in his 70s suffering a medical
complaint. Unfortunately, the patient died and crew returned to base.
02.03.2022 Tairua - Whitianga crew tasked by the Rescue Coordination Centre to assist with a search and rescue
following the activation of a beacon off the coast of Tairua. Westpac 3 crew located two male patients in their 70s in the
water whose boat had sunk. They were extracted by winch and flown back to Whitianga base. They were in a moderate
condition and left in the care of St John Ambulance.
03.03.2022 Thames - Crew tasked to assist with the interhospital transfer of a patient. The patient was flown from
Thames Hospital to Waikato Hospital in a moderate condition.
03.03.2022 Thames - Crew tasked to assist with the interhospital transfer of a male patient in his 70s suffering a
medical complaint. He was flown from Thames Hospital to Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
07.03.2022 Coromandel Town - Crew tasked to Coromandel Town to assist a female patient in her 70s suffering a fall
while walking. She needed to be winch extracted and was flown to Waikato Hospital in a minor condition.
07.03.2022 Kereta - Whitianga crew tasked to Kereta to assist a male patient in his 40s suffering from a 60kg object
falling on him. He was flown to Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
09.03.2022 Tairua - Crew tasked to Tairua to assist a female patient in her 20s suffering a medical complaint. She was
flown to Middlemore Hospital in a critical condition.
09.03.2022 Whitianga - Whitianga crew tasked to assist a local female patient in her 70s suffering a medical complaint.
She was flown to Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
09.03.2022 Kauaeranga Valley - Whitianga crew tasked by the Rescue Coordination Centre to Kauaeranga Valley to
assist with the search and rescue of a female patient in her 60s suffering a fall on a walking track. She needed to be
extracted by winch and was flown to Thames Hospital in a minor condition.
10.03.2022 Whitianga - Whitianga crew tasked to assist a local female patient in her 70s suffering a medical complaint.
She was flown to Auckland Hospital in a serious condition.
12.03.2022 Hahei - Whitianga crew tasked to Hahei to assist a male patient in his 60s suffering a non-fatal drowning.
He was in a moderate condition. Transportation to hospital by helicopter wasn’t required and crew returned to base.
16.03.2022 Whangamata - Whitianga crew tasked to Whangamata to assist a female patient in her 70s suffering a
medical complaint. She was flown to Waikato Hospital in a critical condition.
16.03.2022 Coromandel Town - Crew tasked to Coromandel Town to assist a male patient in his 60s suffering a fall.
He was flown to Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
18.03.2022 Pauanui - Whitianga crew tasked to Pauanui to assist a female patient in her 70s suffering a fall on a push
bike. She needed to be extracted by winch and was flown to Thames Hospital in a moderate condition.
20.03.2022 Whitianga - Crew tasked to Whitianga to assist a male patient in his teens involved in a motor vehicle
rollover accident. He was flown to Waikato Hospital in a critical condition.
25.03.2022 Whitianga - Crew tasked to Whitianga to assist a girl suffering a medical complaint. She was flown to
Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
25.03.2022 Whangamata - Crew tasked to Whangamata to assist a male patient involved in a drowning. Unfortunately,
the patient died and crew were stood down and returned to base.
26.03.2022 Coromandel Town - Crew tasked to Coromandel Town to assist a male patient in his 20s involved in a headon motor vehicle accident. He was flown to Waikato Hospital in a serious condition.
26.03.2022 Coromandel Town - Crew tasked to Coromandel Town to assist a patient suffering a medical complaint.
Crew were stood down and returned to base.
31.03.2022 Whitianga - Whitianga crew tasked by the Rescue Coordination Centre to assist with the local search of an
activated beacon. Crew were stood down and returned to base.
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See page 2 for what’s happening
in the night sky, and the Whitianga and
Hot Water Beach tides.
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Like us on Facebook.
Follow us on Twitter.
Check us out on Instagram.

Museum Musings
With a reduced number of visitors,
the Mercury Bay Museum has been a little
quiet lately. Many of the visitors we are seeing
have travelled some distance to Whitianga,
from places like Whanganui, Nelson and
Christchurch just to name a few. It shows that
New Zealanders are still travelling around
despite the current situation with Omicron.
While it has been quiet with visitors,
we have been steaming ahead with a couple
of installs and planning for future exhibitions.
We are nearly there with our new “Taonga”
exhibition. Thanks to Steve and our
volunteers, the cabinets are in and the taonga
are now back on display. We are just waiting
for our graphics that have been created by
the amazing Ange at Firefly Graphic Design
to be installed by Darren and his team at
Coastal Signs. This exhibition does not
include all our taonga, only a selection of
pieces, and should be completed and open
for all to see during the school holidays,
so please come and visit it.
We have now closed off our “For Home
and Country” exhibition and have started
the install of “Service to the Nation”.
This exhibition will be open for the school
holidays and is a small interactive space with

some of the uniforms worn by the men who
went to war, and some of the other items that
they would have had with them in their kit.
Along with this exhibition, we are creating
a “Wall of Remembrance”. There will be
a space available for our visitors to place
a poppy. Watch out for the Mercury Bay
Library’s holiday programme as there is an
opportunity to create a poppy and then bring
it to us to display.
Looking to 2023, we have listened to visitor
feedback and will be looking to reinstate the
school room. This will be in another part of
the museum along with a 1960s street scene.
We need your help. Do you have any photos
of the shops in Albert Street, Whitianga from
the 1950 and 1960s? We would love to see
them. Just give us a call or pop in and have
a chat.
Lastly, don’t forget we now have Friends of
the Museum. This is a great way to support
your local museum in all that we do and the
bonus is you get free entry for a whole year.
Check out our website or come talk to us at
the museum.
See you all soon,
Rebecca Cox
Mercury Bay Museum Manager

What’s that Number?
Emergency (Ambulance, Fire, Police) 24 hours .....................................................111
Police (Whitianga) ........................................................................................866 4000
Police (Tairua) ..............................................................................................864 8888
Police (Coromandel Town) ...........................................................................866 1190
Fight crime anonymously - Call Crime Stoppers .................................0800 555 111
Dog and Noise Control ................................................................................868 0200
Civil Defence ...............................................................................................868 0200
Mercury Bay Medical Centre (Whitianga) ....................................................866 5911
Medical Centre (Tairua).................................................................................864 8737
Need to talk? Call/text anytime for support from a trained counsellor..............1737
Harbourmaster (Whitianga) ..................................................................027 476 2651
Coastguard Radio Operators ......................................................................866 2883
Whitianga Social Services ...........................................................................866 4476
Whitianga Locksmith Services .............................................................027 446 6921

ONLINE POLL FOR APRIL 2022
Are you interested in the local government
elections later this year?

Have your say at www.theinformer.co.nz.
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What’s On In the next few weeks
Please note, all activities and events are dependent on Covid-19 restrictions and may be
cancelled on short notice
Regular Activities/Events
Social Services Op-shop
17 Coghill Street (west of Albert Street), Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 9:30am 2:00pm. The 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga op-shop is closed for trading, but is still accepting donations, just not linen due to
Covid-19 health and safety procedures.
St John Opportunity Shop
29 Albert Street, Whitianga. Open Monday to Friday, 9:30am - 4:00pm and Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Mercury Bay Cancer Support Trust Bookshop
Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. Open every Monday - Saturday from 10:00am - 2:00pm.
Alcoholics Anonymous
The Whitianga Big Book Group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm at St Peter the Fisherman Church, Dundas Street.
Phone 0800 AA WORKS (0800 229 6757) for more information.
Serenity Al-Anon Group
Meets every Tuesday at 1:30pm. Phone Pauline on (07) 866 5104 or (021) 086 10955 for more information. For those
affected by someone else’s drinking.
Mercury Bay Contract Bridge Club
Meet every Wednesday at 1:00pm and every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Mercury Bay Bowling Club, Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Phone Gavin on (07) 866 2343 or (021) 146 9203 for more information.
Mercury Bay Pickleball Club
Meets every Tuesday from 5:00pm - 7:00pm, and every Sunday from 4:00pm - 6:00pm at the Mercury Bay Area
School gymnasium, South Highway, Whitianga. Pickleball is also available every Thursday from 4:30pm - 6:30pm as
an outdoor session at the Matai Place courts, Matarangi. Costs $5 per session, which includes equipment and training.
A great and popular sport for both young and old. Contact Tony Minto on (021) 426 150 for more information.
Mercury Bay Table Tennis
Meets every Tuesday from 9:00am - 11:30am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Anne on
(07) 869 5162 or (027) 565 5575 for more information.
Mercury Bay Indoor Bowling Club
Meets every Thursday at 6:45pm at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. Come along and join or phone Alan
(07) 866 4024 or Cheryl on (027) 452 7887 for more information.
Mercury Bay Badminton
Meets every Wednesday from 9:30am - 11:00am at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street. All are welcome. Phone Carol
on (027) 474 7493 for more information.
Whitianga Senior Citizens Club
Meets Mondays at the Whitianga Town Hall, Monk Street from 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Bowls, scrabble, card games, housie,
etc. Afternoon tea, 55 plus age group. Phone Adrian Telders (president) on (07) 866 5377 for more information.
SeniorNet Whitianga Incorporated
Classes held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at various times. We give older adults an opportunity to demystify their
computers and to learn more about new communications and information technology. Contact Lorna Russell on
(021) 022 62504 or email seniornetwhitianga.admin@gmail.com for more information.
Chinwag Café
Every Friday from 10:00am - 12:00pm at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive. A place for over 50s to meet other
people, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and have a chinwag.
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Women’s Wellbeing and Weight Loss Whitianga
Meets every Wednesday from 5:00pm - 6:00pm in Room 10 at Whitianga Social Services, 2 Cook Drive, Whitianga.
Learn portion control, eliminate processed sugar, eat well at meals and eat well for life. Support to lose weight wisely.
Check out our Facebook page or phone Cecily on (027) 294 1750 for more information.
Whitianga Playcentre
Every Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 1F White Street, Whitianga. For children 0 - 6 years, free entry.
Visitors welcome.
Whitianga Menz Shed
Open every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am - 12:00 noon. At the Moewai Park end of South Highway, past the diesel
truck stop. All welcome.
SPECIAL Events
Library “Bingo Board” Take Home Packs
Available from Wednesday, 13 April at the Mercury Bay Library, Blacksmith Lane, Whitianga. A free pack encouraging
children to get involved in a range of activities.
Easter Egg Hunt with a Twist
Wednesday, 13 April - Tuesday, 18 April. Scan QR codes in business windows around the Whitianga CBD to reveal
an Easter-inspired phrase. Easter eggs and a range of other prizes up for grabs. See page 16 of this issue of The
Informer for more details. A BSC - Business Support Community initiative.
Whitianga Saturday Market
Saturday, 16 April from 8:30am - 1:00pm at Soldiers Memorial Park, Albert Street. Phone John on (027) 224 9074
for more information.
Mercury Bay Lions Easter Fundraising Market
Saturday, 16 April from 9:00am - 1:30pm at The Health Factory, 18 Coghill Street, Whitianga. New and pre-loved
handbags, scarves, hats and jewellery for sale, as well as raffles.
Grey Power Mercury Bay Meeting and Coffee/Tea Morning
Thursday, 21 April at 10:30am in the Supper Room of the Whitianga Town Hall. All welcome, but mask wearing
essential. Phone Merle on 867 1737 for more information.
Celebrate 1,000 Issues of The Informer (see page 30 of this issue of The Informer for more details)
Buy Local Competition: Simply drop proof of your local purchases (invoices/receipts) into the blue bin on the front
porch of our office at 14 Monk Street, Whitianga and go into the draw to win one of five $100 vouchers to spend
with one of our advertisers. Please write your name and phone number on your invoices/receipts. Closing date for
entries: Friday, 29 April.
Photography Competition: Email us at office@theinformer.co.nz or send us via a Facebook message a photo you
have taken that illustrates what makes Mercury Bay such an amazing place to live, work and play to win one of five
$100 vouchers to spend with one of our advertisers. Closing date for entries: Friday, 29 April.
Presentation on the Economy - TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Wednesday, 4 May at the Whitianga Airfield, Dakota Drive. Two presentations - breakfast at 8:30am and lunch at
12:30pm - by well-known independent economist (and former chief economist of ANZ Bank), Cameron Bagrie,
on the New Zealand economy and the Mercury Bay economy specifically. Attendance limited to 100 at each of the
presentations. Tickets $25 each (breakfast or lunch included). Email office@theinformer.co.nz to book your spot or
pop into The Informer offices at 14 Monk Street Whitianga.
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Matarangi residents share harrowing story
in support of St John fundraising appeal
By Suzanne Hansen

The Coromandel Peninsula has a unique
geography full of natural barriers and a
number of remote settlements. Add to this
the massive summer peak and the Peninsula
presents quite a challenge for our emergency
services. However, according to St John
Hauraki territory manager, John Armitt,
people on the Coromandel are enjoying
an excellent level of emergency support.
He says that this level of support costs
money and although the Ministry of Health
and ACC fund approximately 80 percent of
the operating costs for the St John ambulance
service, the balance is made up from
ambulance part charges, third-party contracts
and, most importantly, fundraising.
St John, through their month-long Heart of
Gold Annual Appeal, is asking you to dig into
your pockets and give today. Your support
is needed now more than ever because
across New Zealand emergency services
are under increasing pressure with almost
a 10 percent increase in 111 call volumes
and St John predicts this volume to increase
even more as we move further into 2022.
“The Coromandel is completely mirroring
this trend,” says John.
The COVID-19 pandemic is exacerbating
the situation for the second year in a row,
making it harder to fundraise and recruit
volunteers due to the ongoing risks borne
by traditional face-to-face collections and
events. St John has this year moved to an
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online and phone appeal where donations
can be made online at heartofgold.org.nz,
by texting APPEAL to 2790 or by calling
0800 ST JOHN (0800 785 646).
John says that the funds collected from
this year’s Heart of Gold Annual Appeal
will go towards new response vehicles,
field equipment and back-end operations,
and that the Coromandel will receive a fair
share of the national collections because of
our unique environment. “It costs more to
run the service here,” he says.
Through
past
fundraising
efforts,
the Coromandel has gained a number of first
response vehicles and smaller ambulances for
areas like Hahei, Coromandel Town, Colville
and other tricky response areas. Whitianga is
also well-looked after with two ambulances
and a roving spare.
During the unique summer peak on the
Peninsula, St John work together with local
GP practices on an extensive summer plan
where extra vehicles, volunteers and paid
staff are rostered on to provide sufficient
capacity to cope with incidents brought on
by a variety of high season factors. These
include the lack of expertise with new “toys”
like boats and jetskis, multiple water safety
issues, increased alcohol consumption and
the sheer increase in the volume of people.
“This past summer was particularly busy right
after Auckland and Waikato’s lockdown, but
COVID-19 had a side benefit of creating an

Matarangi residents, Peter and Marie Murphy, are encouraging everyone to dig deep
and give generously to the month-long St John Heart of Gold Annual Appeal.

even more solid collaboration between the
GP practices and us, which made handling
the peak easier,” says John.
Saving lives is a team effort and while
we often see the front-end responders, it
is the back-end systems which make all
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the difference. St John has a network of
clinical communication centres which work
around the clock with volunteers and paid
staff in the field and other health care and
emergency service providers. These call
handlers or dispatchers take emergency calls
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Harrowing story in
support of St John
and dispatch ambulances or other emergency
services. They are highly trained and skilled
staff providing a safe and steady hand,
backed up by their own clinical expertise
to gather the right information and dispatch
the right resources, including the Police,
the fire service and air ambulances (rescue
helicopters). They are able to cope with any
kind of medical emergency.
A live and local example of this was with
an unfortunate accident on 5 October last
year when Matarangi resident, Peter Murphy,
fell two storeys from certified scaffolding
while painting a house. Peter, who will be a
12-year veteran of the Matarangi Volunteer
Fire Brigade in June, was doing the job with a
couple other Matarangi volunteer firefighters
who were luckily trained to provide essential
and immediate first aid. Their 111 call was
handled by St John dispatcher, Raewyn
Robins, also of Matarangi, who along with
the St John clinical helpdesk ascertained the
severity of the situation and put out the call
for the appropriate resources. The Matarangi
Volunteer Fire Brigade responded first with
immediate aid and two ambulances were
dispatched, one from Whitianga and the
other from Coromandel Town. Soon an air
ambulance was also dispatched.
On board the ambulance coming from
Coromandel Town was Raewyn’s husband,
Neil Robins, who is also a member of
the Matarangi Volunteer Fire Brigade
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and a friend of Peter and his wife, Marie.
When Neil got to the scene, Peter was
unconscious and had an obvious number
of injuries. Equipped with excellent advice
from the clinical helpdesk, the volunteer
firefighters and St John crew were able
to prepare Peter to be loaded into an air
ambulance which arrived within 10 minutes.
Meanwhile another volunteer firefighter
went to collect Marie, who was playing golf
and unaware of the dire situation. Both Peter
and Marie were flown in the air ambulance to
Auckland Hospital. The volunteer firefighters
and St John crew had to take a moment to
gather their thoughts since Peter was such
a good mate, but then they just got on with
the day.
In all, Neil says that it was a seamless
operation brought together by close
collaboration and back-end support. Because
the Auckland borders were closed at the
time, dispatcher Raewyn was able to use her
border exemption as a critical worker to ferry
belongings to and from the hospital for Peter
and Marie. Peter spent eight days in a trauma
ward and 45 days in rehab and continues to
improve daily.
Peter and Marie wanted to share their
harrowing story to help motivate our
community to give generously to the St John
Heart of Gold Annual Appeal.
Please dig deep. Your life may depend
on it.
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An Easter Message
for 2022
By Rev Dr Gillian Reid
For Christians, Easter is
the ultimate season of
renewal and regeneration,
celebrating the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. After
two years of battling
COVID-19 in its various
permutations, I think
everyone is probably
looking forward to health
danger dissipation, with
the hope of renewal and
regeneration to all aspects
of our lives.
Christians know that
Easter is both a season
of deep darkness with
Jesus’ death on the cross,
followed by incredible
light and celebration at
the realisation that He
overcame that darkness,
against all odds.
Rev Dr Gillian Reid, Priest in Charge at St Peter the Fisherman
We are all very aware of
Anglican Church in Whitianga.
friends, family members
or communities who are struggling, or have For many people Easter 2022 may not be
had to struggle, with the darkness of illness, a time of celebration and we can all list
environmental disasters, personal danger, obvious groups to whom that situation refers.
armed conflict and/or horrendous cruelty. However, Easter is there for us to remember
So much of this happens to totally innocent there is hope in the light of resurrection,
people, just as Jesus was, and it is hard to renewal, and regeneration. This is a good
see any sort of light ahead that will bring a time for us to make a determined effort to
smile again. It is faith in the light of Jesus’ focus on the possibility of such a light in each
resurrection which keeps Christians looking of our lives - no matter how dark life might
feel at the moment.
forward, even in the darkest of times.
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Making a budding Mercury Bay artist’s
dreams come true
In this issue, The Informer is making a budding
Mercury Bay artist’s dreams come true,
publishing some of the hundreds of cartoons he
has drawn since the age of six.
Eleven-year-old Dashiell Wallace, who
attends Whenuakite School, has dozens of
his drawings plastered over the wall of his
bedroom. His mother, Kristin, a horse vet, said
drawing cartoons was a passion for Dashiell
from a young age. “He was drawing cartoons
before he was able to write or spell properly,
so he would do the drawings and he would get
me to do the writing and the captions,” she said.
Kristin said that Dashiell would be proud to
see his work in print but at the tender age of 11,
he was not considering being a cartoonist as a
career option. “He loves art and cartoons, but it
is probably not going to be a career for him,” she
said. “He says he wants to be a biology teacher.”
Kristin and husband Dan, an engineer who
specialises in medical robotics, encouraged
Dashiell in everything he did, as they do
with his younger brother, Reiver, and sister,
Raewyn. Dashiell is involved in numerous
sports, including rugby, pony club, football and
sailing. “He does pretty much everything in
sport, but drawing cartoons is what he does for
entertainment,” Kristin said.
Kristin did not know exactly what spurred
Dashiell to start drawing or where he drew his
inspiration from, although she said he reads
a lot generally and is interested in cartoons,
his favourites at the moment being Footrot
Flats by Murray Ball and The Far Side by
Gary Larson.
“We don’t know where he gets it from,” said
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Kristin. “No-one else in the family is artistic.”
Dashiell told The Informer he had always
enjoyed drawing cartoons. “I started drawing
the comics because I always like to make
people laugh, but with cartoons I can do it
without wasting the energy to speak,” he said.
“The Sandie cartoons are fun to draw and I’ll get
my ideas for them just through everyday life.
I enjoy making the comics and I enjoy creating
the stories. If I ever managed to get my cartoons
into a major newspaper, it would be amazing,
but it would be tricky to get there.
“Drawing and writing are things I really like
to do, but I think still doing that with other jobs
would be tough. I like marine biology.”
In addition to Footrot Flats and The Far Side,
Dashiell said that he reads a large variety of
comics for pleasure.
Sandie the Salmon is the main character in
Dashiell’s cartoons published in this issue of
The Informer, so she appears in most of them,
although there may be some comic strips that
only have her brother, Sam, or her friends.
“In one, Sandie’s little brother, Sam, is giving
their grandpa a tattoo with a Sharpie permanent
marker and there are a few more comics that I
can make about that,” Dashiell said.
He said the most difficult bit was finding the
ideas. “Some won’t be that funny and some I’m
the only one who finds it funny, and sometimes
I’ll get an idea, go get a piece of paper and a pen,
sit down and totally forget my idea. When I’m
bored, I will get a piece of scrap paper and draw
different facial expressions, which is important
for drawing cartoons.”

The characters in 11-year-old Dashiell Wallace’s “Sandie the Salmon” cartoons.
See pages 34 and 37 for some of the cartoons.

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Page 33

Sandie the Salmon
Read the background story on page 33.
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Mega Crossword

© Lovatts Puzzles

Crossword Puzzle 997

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________________________
Win a $5.60 Wednesday Lotto ticket. Hand deliver, mail, or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga, PO Box 426, Whitianga or
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from the New World check out manager directly. The prize can only be redeemed if
allowed under the COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time.

See page 40 for last week’s Crossword solution and winner.
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Sandie the Salmon
Read the background story on page 33.

Thumbs
Up

To the
gentleman
in a ute who
helped a Whitianga
resident when the
trolley of their kayak
broke a few weeks ago.
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Shed for native
plant nursery

Sudoku
Sudoku Puzzle 997

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a $10 Supreme Coffee voucher from Café Coghill House in Whitianga. Hand deliver, mail or
scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga
or PO Box 426, Whitianga or info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each
week. The winner must please claim their prize from Café Coghill House directly. The prize can
only be redeemed if allowed under the COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time.
Sudoku Puzzle Instructions
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. Every row and column, and every group of nine boxes
inside the thick lines, must contain each number only once.

At a recent meeting of the trustees of the Mercury Bay Environmental Trust, one of the trustees
mentioned that an Ideal Buildings shed was available free of charge for relocation to the trust’s
native plant nursery in Whitianga.
Kim Lawry, the trustee responsible for the nursery, was immediately interested as an undercover
work area would allow the volunteers potting the plants to work indoors when it was raining.
“Potting our plants is an integral part of what we do and to be able to do it without being
constrained by the weather will be a huge benefit,” says Kim.
After having seen an article in The
Informer about Rick Burgess and his
business, Mercury Bay Hi-ab Services,
Kim contacted Rick to get a quote for
transporting the shed from Moewai
Road, Whitianga to the nursery off
the northern end of Kupe Drive. Upon
hearing what the shed was going to
be used for, Rick offered to move it for
free. “It was a very generous offer,”
says Kim.
The shed was moved the weekend
before last and is now in the process
of getting ready to be used. “A large
group of volunteers helped with the
move and everything went smoothly,”
says Kim.
With planting season approaching,
Kim hopes the nursery will be emptied
out over winter and then filled up
again. “We have a lot of potting coming
up,” he says. “Our volunteers will love
enjoying each other’s camaraderie
even while it’s wet outside.”
Pictured is the shed being moved
into place.

Last week’s solution

Last week’s winner - Mike Savage

“Rerenga kōrero o te wiki” (saying of the week)

“Ka aha koe mēnā ka heke mai te ua?” - “What will you (singular) do if it rains?”
Answer - Ka [activity name] ahau. I will [activity name]. Possibilities include “purei kāri” -“play cards”,
“mātaki pouaka whakaata” - “watch TV”, “pānui pukapuka” - “read a book”, etc)

Saying of the week is supplied by Te Puna Reo o Whitianga - a playgroup with a focus on tikanga and Te Reo Māori.
Te Puna Reo will begin meeting again soon at our new premises at 20A South Highway. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page.
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Fishing Report

Sponsored by Mercury Bay Marine - Tel (07) 867 1280
This week’s Fishing Report is dedicated to the
people who give up their own time making
sure we are safe at sea - the Coastguard
volunteers.
My experiences joining the Whitianga
Coastguard Unit go back quite a few years
now and even as a qualified commercial
skipper, I can tell you that the training I have
undertaken with Coastguard enhanced my
capabilities tenfold, not only as a skipper but
also as a person.
I joined the Coastguard in Whitianga to give
something back to the community. I thought
my qualifications as a commercial skipper
would be an advantage and while there were
small advantages in holding a commercial
skipper’s ticket, nothing quite prepared me
for the training I (and everyone else who joins
as crew) was about to undertake.
After an introduction to the unit, I was
given a workbook the size of an Auckland
phone book (I’m not kidding) and this was to
become my folder consisting of the learning
modules and tasks I briefly describe below.
To start with
• Marine Search and Rescue: This is an
introduction to how and why we do what
we do.
• First aid level 6402: This is an NZQA
minimum standard of first aid required
on board.
• An Introduction to Maritime Operational
Safety Systems: This sets our safety
standards both on and off the water.
• An Introduction to Maritime Transport
Operators Plans: This sets out our plans
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and procedures while we are operating.
The nitty gritty on-the-water stuff
• Crew Resource Management: This details
who does what on the Coastguard Rescue
Vessels (CRVs) and how those roles are
performed, eg helm, navigator, radio
operator, observer and skipper.
• Local Area Familiarisation: This is to know
the area you operate in like the back of your
hand. Rocks and reefs, currents and tide
restrictions are all crucial to an operation.
Our area is huge. From Castle Rock in
the south to Channel Island in the north,
we patrol one of the largest areas of water
of any Coastguard unit in New Zealand.
• Practical
Search
and
Rescue
Communications: This can be by radio or
phone depending on the situation. We must
know how to communicate with other
search and rescue assets, including aircraft,
land-based rescue teams and other vessels.
• UHF/VHF Communications: Every crew
member must hold a radio licence.
• Observation Techniques: We don’t just go
out and have a general look for anyone, there
is an actual procedure we follow that gives
us the best opportunity to spot something or
someone in the water, day or night.
• Victim Recovery: We train for every
scenario, including extracting injured
vicitms, multiple victims, various sea
conditions and, unfortunately, the recovery
of deceased victims.
• CRV Handling: We often have to go out
in horrendous weather conditions and
sometimes this is at night with very little or

•

•

•

•

•

•

no visibility. Understanding the capabilities
of your helmsman and the CRV is crucial
to all our operations. We always must take
risk into consideration.
Seamanship: Tying ropes, securing
equipment and knowing your limitations
as well as the limitations of your crew is
essential in any operation.
Towing Techniques: Seventy percent of our
job involves towing other boats. It’s critical
to know what you are doing, especially in
heavy seas and at night.
Man Overboard Techniques: It happens.
Even Coastguard volunteers fall overboard.
We must be able to extract the person
quickly, sometimes in adverse conditions.
Emergency Rescue Equipment: A CRV
is full of specialised equipment - night
vision goggles, forward-looking infrared
cameras, multiple searchlights, radar,
a defibrillator and oxygen equipment.
We all must know how to use them.
Search and Rescue Techniques: We don’t
just go to an area and start looking around.
We have structured search patterns that will
be adapted from information relayed back
to our Incident Management Team (IMT),
usually back on shore, that coordinates the
search. The IMT is as crucial as the CRV in
any rescue or incident. They are basically
overviewing the entire scenario based on
facts they have at hand.
Damage Control and Repair: If we have
a failure on the CRV, we must know how
to repair it at sea. This could be anything,
including a loss of power, steering failure,
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and the loss of navigation equipment.
It does happen.
• Radar and GPS training: Essential to any
operation, especially at night.
• Working with Aircraft: We must know how
to assist aircraft when needed, in particular
helicopter winch extractions.
In addition, we have our radio operator
teams and dry crew. The radio operators
man the radios daily and take trip reports,
and provide advice on sea conditions and
situations arising. They are usually the first
contact in any emergency situation. Our dry
crew ensure our base is kept in clean and tip
top condition, and are truly essential to the
work we do.
There is also our operating committee who
keeps the wheels turning and develops our
unit further as we get busier.
Last but not least, we have the partners
and families of all crew who put up with
their loved ones being away on operations or
training for hours at a time, often at dinner
time or at other times when it would be just
great to have them home.
To summarise, Coastguard volunteers
undergo an arduous training programme to get
called out in the worst possible weather, often
at the worst possible time, and occasionally
doing really dangerous stuff. We aren’t fishing
and we don’t get paid for what we do.
But we keep on doing it…
Tony Marsters
Warfish Charters
Phone (021) 298 5750
Email tony@warfish.co.nz
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Brain Teasers - Mega Wordsearch
© Lovatts Puzzles

Brain Teaser Puzzle 997
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Tel no: _________________________________________________________________
Win a coffee and a muffin from Espy Café in Whitianga. Hand deliver or mail, or scan/photograph and email your entry to The Mercury Bay Informer, 14 Monk Street, Whitianga or PO Box 426, Whitianga or
info@theinformer.co.nz to reach us by 3:00pm on Monday each week. The winner must please claim their prize from Espy Café directly. The prize can only be redeemed if allowed under the COVID-19
restrictions in force at the time.
Mega Wordsearch Instructions - Find all the words listed hidden in the grid of letters. They can be found in straight lines up, down, forwards, backwards or even diagonally.

Theme - ABBA SONGS
CHIQUITITA
DANCING QUEEN
DREAM WORLD
DUM DUM DIDDLE
EAGLE
ELAINE
FERNANDO
HAPPY HAWAII
HEAD OVER HEELS
HONEY, HONEY
I AM JUST A GIRL
I HAVE A DREAM
MOVE ON
MY LOVE, MY LIFE
MY MAMA SAID
ONE OF US
ROCK ME
SOS
SUPER TROUPER
TAKE A CHANCE ON ME
THAT’S ME
THE NAME OF THE GAME
THE VISITORS
TIGER
WATERLOO
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Last week’s Brain Teaser solution - Missing Link

Last week’s Crossword solution

Last week’s winner - Joy Donald

Last week’s winner - Liz Sims
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Easter/school holiday fun
Courtesy of Mercury Twin Cinemas
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Sport Results

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
MERCURY BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Veterans Tutti-frutti - Tuesday, 5 April
Results Men: 1 Kelvin O’Leary, 2 Rod Stewart, 3 Bob
Holliday.
Results Ladies: 1 Del Langdon, 2 Lee Pudney.
Eighteen-hole Ladies LGU, Summer Putting,
Kaimarama Cup Round 1 - Wednesday, 6 April
Results Division 1: 1 Chrissie Smith, 2 Sharon Young,
3 Sharyn Smith.
Results Division 2: 1 Anita Ellmers, 2 Chris van Veen,
3 Yvonne Mehrtens.
Nearest the Pin: Gail Doughty and Debbie Holmes, Longest
Putt: Anita Ellmers.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Net - Wednesday, 6 April
Results: 1 Kevin Smith 63, 2 Rob Baines 67, 3 Johnny
Day 67.
Twos: Rob Baines, Kevin Smith, Mark White, Rob Watson
and Richard Steel, Eagle: Kevin Smith, Best Gross: Kevin
Smith 62.
Eighteen-hole Men Scramble Stableford Saturday, 9 April
Results: 1 Brett Proctor 42, 2 Graham Dun 40, 3 Rohit
Ranchhod 40.
Best Gross: Mark Burcombe 48, Twos: Roger Pheasant,
Tony Foster, Graham Eccles and Greg Farrant, Longest
Drive (Division 1): Mark White, Longest Drive (Division 2):
Rod Stewart, Nearest the Pin (Division 2): Roger Pheasant.
Mixed Magic Foursomes Stableford - Sunday, 10 April
Results: 1 Sharyn Smith and John Bow 41, 2 Doug and
Jacky Henderson 38, 3 Steve and Saki Mosen 36.
PURANGI GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Stableford - Tuesday, 5 April
Results: 1 Equal John Hughes and John Hamilton, 3 Jim
Brown.
Lucky Hole: 1 Equal Jock Peacock and John Hamilton,
3 Equal Richard Duckworth, Mark Bell, John Hughes and
John Hamilton.
Nine-hole Men and Ladies Monthly Medal
Stableford - Thursday, 7 April
Results: 1 John Hughes (winner of the Cooks Beach
Hardware voucher), 2 Anne Costello, 3 Jim Brown.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Strokeplay Net Saturday, 9 April
Results: 1 Grant Webster 68, 2 David Young 73,
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3 Laurie Phillips 74.
THE DUNES MATARANGI GOLF CLUB
Eighteen-hole Men Monthly Medal Net Wednesday, 6 April
Results: 1 David Gaskell 63, 2 Barry Bowen 70, 3 Garry
Perry 70.
Best Gross: Raymond Fanning 79, Twos: Tony De Coek,
Barry Bowen, Gary Bancroft and Chris Palmer, Nearest the
Pin (#18): Chris Palmer.
Eighteen-hole Men and Ladies Mixed Stableford Saturday, 9 April
Results: 1 Selwyn Knaggs 39, 2 Glenn Le Lievre 39,
3 David Gaskell 38.
Twos: Gary Bancroft, Scott Iskowicz, Barry Bowen and Ian
Hayr, Nearest the Pin(#18): Gary Bancroft.
MERCURY BAY BOWLING & SPORTS CLUB
GJ Gardner Homes Open Classic Fours Tournament Sunday, 3 April
With no wind, but plenty of sun and humidity, some players
found the conditions a challenge and were delighted to
have a lunch break to cool down in preparation for the
afternoon. Each team played three games of fours and the
teams then split into two teams of pairs, each pair playing
three games, one of three bowl pairs and one of two bowl
pairs, quite a challenge. Participants found the format an
enjoyable and fun opportunity, being a change from the
normal tournaments. Players ranged from 11 years of age
to Mercury Bay’s 98 (almost 99) year-old veteran, Peter
Sheehan, as well as a number of first year members.
Results: 1 Peter Sheehan, Clive Primrose, Maisie Primrose
and Dave Field (Mercury Bay), 2 Trevor Knight, Robyn
Anderson, Gail Knight and George Anderson (Mercury
Bay), 3 Keith Collins, Cherril Gunn, Graeme Gunn and
Richard Purdy (Whangamata).
As Easter is drawing near, prizes of chocolate bunnies
were awarded to the two last finishing teams for the day.
MERCURY BAY ATHLETICS CLUB
Prizegiving - Tuesday, 5 April
Senior Sportsmanship: Paiggon Kereopa, Rookie of the
Year (donated by The Lockwood Family): Tane Ganley,
Senior Boy Athlete: Caleb Mahoney, Junior Sportsmanship:
Cooper Fletcher, Mercury Bay Cup: Sienna Rasmusen,
Junior Girl Athlete: Sharna Proctor, Multi Athlete (donated
by The Lockwood Family): Nieve Driscoll, Senior Girl
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Sport Results

Sponsored by Claire Kelly - Bayleys Sales Consultant
Athlete: Lexi Rasmusen, Junior Boy Athlete: Cooper
Fletcher, Rolls Memorial Cup for Club Volunteer of The
Year: Howard Baker.
Highly Achieved: Bree Mckinlay, Isabel Jury, Alexis Davies,
Fern Spyve, Georgie Vause, Aubree Perry, Mikey Moses,
Noah Candelaria, Riley Flynn, Wallace Roberts, Tayze Gill,
Aiden Mansell and Blake McLeod.
Thank You to the Club Sponsors: The Mercury Bay Informer,
Thomassen Roofing, Peninsula Cars & Commercials,
Coromandel’s CFM, Hart and Associates, Whitianga
Butchery, All About Whitianga, Carters Whitianga,
Ace Panel and Paint, Countdown Whitianga, PlaceMakers
Whitianga, A2B Signs and Seascape Builders.

Lexi Rasmusen receiving her Senior Girl
Athlete trophy at the Mercury Bay Athletics
Club prizegiving on Tuesday last week.
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MERCURY BAY INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
Thursday, 7 April
Winners: Keith Denney, Doreen Davies and Wayne Fisher.
Runners-up: Alan Henderson, Merle Ward and
Glynne Jackson.
Good Sports: Ian Pudney, Lee Pudney and Brian Lawn.
MERCURY BAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
April Competition Round 1 - Wednesday, 6 April
North/South - 1 Amy Hyde and Geoff Jervis 68.67, 2 Dave
Dylla and Don Barry 49.33, 3 Anne Knowles and Johanna
Bonnar 47.33.
East/West - 1 Jenny Layton and Alison Tichbon 59.17,
2 Gavin Hedwig and Kate Palmano 56.67, 3 Giorgio
Allemano and Tadek Gawor 54.17.
HAHEI BRIDGE CLUB
Paku Pairs Week 2 - Tuesday, 5 April
North/South: 1 Bev Dickie and Sue Gill 66.00, 2 Alison
Tichbon and Peter Hogg 62.00, 3 Johanna Bonnar and
Ngaire O'Brien 57.50.
East/West: 1 Robyn Hogg and Don Barry 73.00, 2 Annette
Cox and Maggie Beattie 59.50, 3 Angela Butterworth and
Vivienne Leigh 44.50.
TAIRUA BRIDGE CLUB
Monday, 4 April
North/South: 1 Anne Knowles and Barry Scott 55.56,
2 Donna Harvey and Lynnette Flowers 48.61, 3 Equal Lee
Hughes and Johanna Bonnar, and Jean Myles and Philippa
Hall 47.92.
East/West: 1 Sue Dalzell and Chris Death 63.19, 2 Celia
Young and Nolene Kirkpatrick 56.25, 3 Liz Young and Diny
Naus 40.97.
MERCURY BAY CLUB SNOOKER
Wednesday, 6 April
Best of three frames.
Thirteen players. Peter Challis, Willie Jones, Peter Schultz
and Brian Codyre all achieved two straight wins to proceed
to the semi-finals. Willie was too good for Peter Challis
and Brian overcame club champion, Peter Schultz, to meet
Willie in a fourth frame final. Willie was on form in the final
and took home the $25 grocery voucher.
Brian Codyre (runner-up) finished the day with three wins.
Two wins for Peter Challis, Peter Schultz, Ian Baumgren,
Wayne Bellingham and Forrest Littlejohn.
No high break recorded.

Saturday, 9 April
Best of three frames.
Eight players. Peter Schultz and Bob Haase progressed to
a third frame final with two straight wins each. What a
close match the final was, coming down to the last two

balls, but it was reigning club champion, Peter, who took
the victory.
Those with two wins were Bob Haase (runner-up) and
Doug Pascoe.
No high break recorded.

Winners of the Mercury Bay Bowling Club’s Fours Tournament that was played on Sunday,
3 April. From the left: Dave Field, Clive Primrose, Maisie Primrose and Peter Sheehan.
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Classifieds and Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICES
EVENT CANCELLATION
To all ticketholders of the Mercury Bay Lions Festival of Fashion
fundraiser 2021. This event has now been cancelled due to the
current COVID-19 red light restrictions.
Many ticketholders have already advised us that they will not
be seeking a refund for their pre-purchased tickets and for us to
accept the amount as their donation to the Mercury Bay Cancer
Support Trust and the Whitianga Community MenzShed.
Thank you for your generosity.
Should you require a refund for the cancelled event, you must
make your request before 15 June 2022.
To arrange a full refund, email krystine.banicevich@gmail.com
or phone 021 942 841.
You must produce your pre-paid ticket and bank account details
for your refund.
Refunds will NOT be paid out from the participating fashion
retail stores.
Refunds will only be paid out by the treasurer of the event
organiser, the Mercury Bay Lions. Refunds will be paid out on
22 July 2022.
If you are experiencing financial hardship, please contact the treasurer
directly to discuss.
Thank you for your understanding.
Mercury Bay Lions

mercury bay aero club ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held at the Clubrooms. Sunday, 1 May 2022 at 2:00pm.

Classifieds and Public Notices
HOST FAMILIES WANTED

Evakona Education
Is looking for kind and caring host families to host both short and
long term International students. Houses should be clean
and tidy and of a standard suitable to host international students.
Students should have their own room and should be treated
as part of the family.
The payment rate is $260 per week.
Please call Teresa at Evakona Education on 867 1178
if you would like further information or pop in to
18 South Highway to pick up a Homestay Handbook
and application form.
Potential homestay hosts are not required to be
vaccinated to host.

Host Families wanted!
Are you interested in hosting an international student for Mercury
Bay Area School?
We ask our Homestay Carers to provide a safe, comfortable and
caring home, where students are welcomed as part of your family.
Excellent remuneration and support.
Our longer term international students are mainly from Europe
with some short term groups (2 - 4 weeks).
To abide by the Education (Pastoral Care of International Students)
Code of Practice 2021, members of the family 18 years or over will
be required to be police vetted.
For more information please visit our website:
Mercury Bay International Students,
phone 07 866 5916 or email international@mbas.ac.nz
for further information or an application pack.
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ANZAC DAY SERVICE - MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2022
Mercury Bay Returned and Services Association Inc wish to advise
residents of Whitianga and the wider Mercury Bay Area that the
ANZAC DAY DAWN PARADE SERVICE will be held at Soldiers
Memorial Park, Whitianga at 0600 hours.
Residents are invited to participate in the march to Soldiers
Memorial Park and join in the annual dawn service.
An early Ferry has been arranged to leave Ferry Landing at 0515,
0530 and 0545 hours.
Associations or organisations who would like to join the march from
the Mercury Bay Club car park to Soldiers Memorial Park,
assembly time at 0530 hours, are asked to contact Trevor Fraser
on 866 0225.
The Parade Marshall is Kevin James.
Members of the public who are direct descendants of deceased
Returned Service Persons are invited to wear their service medals.
Anyone interested in laying a memorial wreath at the cenotaph
during the service is asked to contact Trevor Fraser and he will
arrange your participation.
Linda Fraser
Secretary MERCURY BAY RSA

HOLISTIC HEALTH

DOG GROOMING

INTUITIVE ENERGY HEALER
WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
TAROT CARD READINGS
SPIRITUAL MENTOR
CLAIRVOYANT
VERNA (027) 320 0079
vernacarrspiritualhealing.com

WANTED

SITUATIONS VACANT

6 x 4 trailer
Reasonable condition.
Phone 07 866 0543
Vehicles wanted
Top cash paid for any
VANS, UTES, TRUCKS, 4X4s, CARS dead or alive, damaged, de-registered,
mechanical problem, no WOF - we buy it.
Call 0800 333 398
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Classifieds and Public Notices
SITUATIONS VACANT
SPECIALIST TEACHER (IWS)
A fixed term part-time position, 0.2 FTTE, as Specialist Teacher
(IWS support) for a student at Mercury Bay Area School is
currently available.
Commencing 2 May 2022, ending 27 January 2023
The salary will be in accordance with the Area School Teachers’
Collective Agreement (CA), as assessed by the Salary Assessment
Unit of the Ministry of Education.
Please submit your application via this link:
https://forms.gle/MJbE8 jpG 4TaG Q3A
For more information please contact John Wright on 07 866 8916.

Greenshell™ Mussel Processor
South Highway, Whitianga, Coromandel Peninsula
OPC has introduced the living wage for the 21/22 season.
Minimum starting rate $22.75/hour.
APPLICATIONS NOW INVITED:
MUSSEL OPENERS
• Starting rate $22.75/hour.
• Our current contract mussel openers are consistently being
paid from $25 to $40/hour.
• 10-month season with breakfast provided daily.
• Dayshift processing 6:00am to 3:00pm, Monday to Friday.
At OPC our people are our most valuable resource.
OPC operates a WorkWell programme where your wellbeing matters.
OPC offers an EAP programme to assist you with
any issues requiring specialist advice.
Please apply online at www.opcolumbia.co.nz.

Qualified Carpenter WANTED

CASSA Homes seeks a qualified carpenter for a family-owned
bespoke residential building company. Specialising in new builds
and renovations. Covering the Peninsula from Whangapoua
to Tairua.
Come and work for a good crew - passionate about quality homes,
smart design and the environment in which we live and build.
Check out our website - www.cassahomes.co.nz.
Pay rate to reflect experience.
Ideally applicants will have the following:
• Trade qualified.
• Top work ethic.
• Excellent eye when reading plans.
• Good communication skills.
• Keen and punctual.
• High standard of workmanship.
• Available for immediate start.
APPLY TODAY! Phone Andre Mayo on 021 201 9483.

Oscar Assistant Supervisor
If you enjoy working with children aged 5 - 13, then this may be the job for you.
The Oscar after school programme runs Monday to Friday 3:00pm to 5:30pm after
school and during the school term breaks Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm.
This role is to support the Oscar team leader to supervise children enrolled in the
after school and holiday programmes.
Experience or a qualification working with children is desirable, but not essential.
The key objectives of the role are:
• To interact with children/young people to promote the development of personal
skills and self-esteem, and enhance social interaction.
• To ensure programme activities are relaxed and safe, and in a supportive
environment.
• To ensure that the children and young people gain positive outcomes.
• To be able to communicate with the WCST team and parents of the children
enrolled
in the programmes.
Must have a full driver’s license and the ability to legally work in New Zealand.
For a full job description please contact Peter Van der Putten - peter.p@wcst.org.nz.
Applications close Thursday, 14 April 2022.

Community Connector
15 Month Fixed-Term Contract
The Community Connector service is a project identified by the Ministry of Social
Development to provide support to individuals, families and whanau to recover from
Covid -19 challenges.
As part of getting back into employment or other activities, some people may need
to interact with multiple government agencies and social service providers, but may
not have the knowledge or confidence to do so. The role of the community connector
will be to provide connections and direct support to people so they can access
information and services in the Mercury Bay area.
The ideal person for this role will:
• Have a good working knowledge of the government departments and social
service agencies that provide services in the wider Mercury Bay area.
• Be able to access online services on behalf of people and make appointments
with service providers.
• Be a good networker and be able to build good working relationships with clients
and professionals in the area.
• Be able to collaborate with a wide range of agencies to carry out a mapping
exercise of services available, and co-ordinate regular meetings of government
and community agencies.
• Formulate achievable support plans to address needs.
• Hold a social work qualification and can show demonstrated experience in a
social work context.
• Be able to work as a member of the Whitianga Social Services team with a good
knowledge of the services provided by this agency. An induction will be provided.
• A clear Police record.
This is a fixed term contract of 15 months and 37.5 hours each week.
For a full job description and/or an application please contact Peter Van Der Putten
- email peter.p@wcst.org.nz.
Closing date Thursday, 14 April 2022.
Issue 997 - 12 April 2022

The Mercury Bay Informer - www.theinformer.co.nz

Page 45

Classifieds and Public Notices
TO LET

STORAGE, Self storage/boat storage, Matarangi - Kuaotunu. Ph: 021 024 34562
STORAGE SHEDS, various sizes, dry and secure. Affordable rates.
Ph: 0800 944 660
STORAGE SHEDS Whitianga Total Storage opposite Carters. Ph: 0800 944 660
Container It Self Storage, 17 Moewai Road, Whitianga. Ph: 0274 817 258

CHURCH SERVICES
CHURCH

ALL WELCOME
For current service times
please visit our website

ST ANDREW’S BY THE SEA

Presbyterian/Methodist Church
Albert Street, Whitianga
COMMUNITY WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY 9:30am.
Come join us. Families are welcome.
Enquiries 869 5452
www.standrewsbythesea.org.nz

23 Coghill St - Whitianga
www.c3whitianga.org.nz

garage sale

WORK WANTED

71 Cholmondeley Crescent,
Whitianga
Easter Saturday, 16 April, from 9:00am
Leather lounge suite, sideboard, lounge
fancy unit with glass panel, office desk,
chest of drawers, household linen
and blankets, garden tools.

WORK WANTED
coromandel garage doors
For new doors, auto openers and
full maintenance and repair service.
Phone Don McLean 022 453 2188
Email corogaragedoors@gmail.com
www.corogaragedoors.co.nz
(021) 781 081

All welcome
Whitianga SDA Fellowship
First Saturday of every month
@ 10am, at the Town Hall
Contact Tony on 022 354 4069
or Jan on 027 248 2984
for sale

for sale
FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Tea tree $200/load, delivered.
Phone (07) 866 3026
or text (027) 866 3026
FIREWOOD for sale
Dry pine, shed stored.
$120/cube, free delivery.
Phone Rob 027 247 7410
FIREWOOD
Hot mix - pine/wattle
$120 cube delivered
Phone 027 594 2155

‘05 Mitsubishi colt 1.5lt
AUTO 5-DOOR
Reg and new WOF. This vehicle is in
immaculate condition inside and out and
has only travelled 65,000km since new.
NZ new. No issues with this vehicle at all.
$7500
Phone Norman
027 473 3619

DAVE’S DRAINAGE
Drainlaying, Public & Private,
1.8 Ton Digger Hire.
30 Years Experience.
Free Quotes or Advice.
Call Dave 027 727 0348
davesdrainage@xtra.co.nz
HOUSE WASHING
House wash, roof wash, fences, driveway,
patios - soft-wash for best moss and lichen
clean and treatment, exterior window
cleaning or general waterblasting,
100m hose so access no problem.
Cover the whole peninsula.
Phone 0800 747 787
or Andy direct 027 313 4386

ALL HOUSE AND PROPERTY
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
Phone/text Andy 022 346 2040
NEAR NEW KEA TRAILER 7X4
Reg and WOF. Heavy duty
jockey wheel. $3200
Phone Norman 027 473 3619
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
From Tairua to Colville.
30 years ser vicing all areas.
Fully vaccinated.
Phone Chris 021 082 47928

THE BESS HANDZ
EMBROIDERED MONOGRAMS
Alterations, repairs, zip and hem service.
Phone 866 5277
CLOSED 30 MARCH - 11 APRIL
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MIKE’S MOWING
$25 empty sections,
fortnightly or monthly mowing.
Free edge spraying.
Phone Mike or Deb 866 4678
or 027 320 1703.
Rubbish Removal
Trees, Lawns, Garden Bags
Phone John 866 5511

Mercury Bay Spouting
For all types of guttering
and spouting

Tony 021 505 109
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Refurbished netball courts opened
By Francesca Dowling

The Mercury Bay Netball Centre celebrated
the official opening of the refurbished netball
courts at the Mercury Bay Multisport Park on
Wednesday last week with a few exhibition
games, a sausage sizzle and the cutting of a
celebratory cake.
Thames-Coromandel District Council
approached the club committee last year
about the revamping of the playing surface
of the courts. Two options were offered.
The first comprised of a programme of touchups and was the cheapest. The second option
was a high-quality overhaul of the surface.
With council having allocated $202,000
towards the project, the club decided upon

quality and applied for grants from the
Aotearoa Gaming Trust and Trust Waikato
to make up the amount needed for a state-ofthe-art hard surface. Both applications were
successful with each of the trusts approving
a $30,000 grant to the club. In addition,
the club contributed $10,000 of their
own funds to the project.
“We’re all really happy with the decision
we made to apply for further grants instead of
settling for a second-rate product,” said Kelly
Walker, club treasurer. “We would never have
had enough money to achieve the surface
we have now, so we are very thankful to the
Aotearoa Gaming Trust and Trust Waikato,

and would like to acknowledge them as
well as the previous Mercury Bay Netball
Centre committees.
“The courts were in a less than ideal state
beforehand with quite a few areas sloughed
away and cracked, which might have caused
several injuries, especially as we’ve seen a
significant increase in members since 2019
with a record of 350 members last year.”
Declaring the refurbished courts open,
Mercury Bay Community Board chair, Rekha
Giri-Percival, said on Wednesday that the
new playing surface was a great story to tell.
“The Mercury Bay Netball Centre worked
hard to secure two external funding grants,”

she said. “Thank you to the [club committee]
for all their work and dedication. Also thank
you to to the contractor, Hard Technologies,
who put in a tremendous effort working
seven days a week, weather permitting.
This allowed the project completion date to be
brought forward.
“This project would not have been possible
without a huge funding contribution from
TCDC and the project management from
the council staff involved - Sue Costello,
Andrew Boden and Campbell Power. My
sincere thanks to everyone involved, a great
example of council and community working
together.”

Some of those who attended the opening of the refurbished netball courts at the Mercury Bay Multisport Park on Wednesday last week.
In the photo on the left are (from left to right) Sue Costello (TCDC community facilities officer), Stephanie Anderson, (Mercury Bay Netball Centre president),
Kelly Walker (Mercury Bay Netball Centre treasurer) and Rekha Giri-Percival (Mercury Bay Community Board chair).
In the photo on the right are sausage sizzlers George (left) and Hayden Anderson.
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